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The proper procedure is for all interested ministers to send
their completed PROFILE (as provided by the United Church
of Christ) to the Bishop’s office:

I

The Four Principles of the Church

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer”
(Acts 2:42 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

= How should a local
church function? Our text, from
the Book of Acts 2:42, is an
immense help for us to answer
the question.

In the text we find four
principles and practices that
should characterize any local
churches and are important to function properly. The
four practices are:

1. Apostles’ teaching.

2. Fellowship.

3. Breaking of bread, the Lord’s Supper.

4. Prayer.

Evangelist Luke, the author of the book
of Acts, tells us that the early church continued
steadfastly in these four important areas that made
them a dynamic, living community. They devoted
themselves wholeheartedly to the life in Jesus Christ.
They were enthusiastic to listen to the apostles’
teachings. Additionally, the members of the early
church continued steadfastly in koinonia, in the
fellowship and they grew in their relationships with
each other. The way they expressed this fellowship in
Christ was by breaking of bread, basically partaking
in the Holy Supper, and through prayer.

Let us look at these four principles and
especially what fellowship combined with the
“breaking of bread” means and why corporate prayer
is so important in the life of the local church.

1. The first is the apostles’ teaching. In the life
of the first believers the apostles’ teaching basically
meant and referred to the continuous spiritual food
based on the Holy Scriptures and the teachings and
stories of Jesus shared and given by the apostles,
the leaders of the church. Praise be to God for our
Protestant Reformed Church, for its pure and Bible-
based teachings.

2. The second is fellowship or koinonia.

A church member took a survey in his
congregation. He asked, “Why did you join this
church?” 93 percent of the members said, “I joined
because of the pastor.” He then asked, “What if the
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pastor leaves? Will you leave, too?” 93 percent said,
“No.” When he asked why they wouldn’t leave, the
response was, “Because I have friends here!”

In another survey 400 church dropouts were
asked why they left their churches. Over 75 percent
of the respondents said, “I didn’t feel anyone cared
whether I was there or not.”

The fellowship itself is extremely important
in the local church. Why? “The more friendships a
person has in a congregation, the less likely he or she
is to become inactive or leave’’

The members of the early church enjoyed
being with one another. As part of the fellowship
they participated in a common or agape meal. In the
early church the table fellowship meant an important
expression of their strong relationships. Their entire
lives centered around this close relationship, so they
would glorify God by it. The Word of Lord says this,
“Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it
all for the glory of God” (1Cor.10:31).

3. The most important expression of their
fellowship with the Lord and with each other was
when they broke the bread. This was the third key
element of the early church that determined their lives.
The breaking of bread meant the Holy Supper and was
done in remembrance of Jesus Christ.

There is nothing we do that portrays so
dramatically the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made.
There is nothing that can make us understand any
better the truth that we are all sinners and in need of
a Savior. There is nothing that can teach us koinonia,
fellowship more wonderfully than the Lord’s Supper
in which we remember the sacrifice Christ made on
Calvary’s cross and offered His life for us. When we
eat of the bread of life, and drink the wine, as a symbol
of His blood, our loving relationship grows with the
Father in heaven and with one another as brothers and
sisters in the Lord Jesus.

In the Heidelberg Catechism, Question and
Answer 75, we find this description about the Lord’s
Supper:

Q. How does the holy supper remind and
assure you that you share in Christ’s one sacrifice
on the cross and in all his benefits?

A. In this way: Christ has commanded me and
all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink this
cup in remembrance of him. With this command come
these promises:

First, as surely as I see with my eyes the bread
of the Lord broken for me and the cup shared with me,
so surely his body was offered and broken for me and
his blood poured out for me on the cross.

Second, as surely as I receive from the hand of

the one who serves, and taste with my mouth the bread
and cup of the Lord, given me as sure signs of Christ’s
body and blood, so surely he nourishes and refreshes
my soul for eternal life with his crucified body and
poured-out blood.?

4. The last, fourth key element and practice of
the early church was prayer. For the members of the
first congregation prayer meant: communication with
God in the presence of other believers. There are two
basic words used for prayer in the New Testament.
The first is the Greek word deomai which means: to
ask or beseech. This is the kind of prayer we know
best, because most of our praying is taken up with
asking things from God. There is nothing wrong
with asking. The Bible tells us to ask. The truth is
that the majority of our asking in our prayers is good
and proper. We ask for healing, for those who mourn,
for our nation, for strength, for work, for blessing our
ministries, we ask God to meet our needs.

The word, however, that is used in Acts
chapter 2 is not ask or beseech. The early church used
another meaning of prayer that was more than asking.
The Greek word that is used here is proseuche. It
means: calling on God, but not to ask but to vow and
to dedicate.

This kind of prayer is important. It prevents
pride. It wipes out apathy. It leads us to the point of
total humility and it calls us to unity. This kind of
prayer was praises to God and thanksgiving for His
goodness.

What a great and dynamic church the first
congregation was. It was with full of life! They
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, the
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer. “And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved” (Acts 2:42), says the Word of God. May
God bless us as we also practice these principles and
elements in our churches’ lives. Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai
Bishop
Source:
'Rick Warren: The Purpose Driven Church, p. 324.
*https://www.rca.org/resources/communion/heidelberg-
catechism-holy-supper-jesus-christ
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A Short Commencement Address
from the Apostle Paul

Scripture reading: Proverbs 3:1-12. Text: “Be
watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous,
be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.”
1 Corinthians 16:13-14.

We congratulate our young graduated brethren,
we are proud of them. Those who do not continue their
studies but start to work as professionals; we welcome
them into our greater families, our congregations. We
do not talk to our graduating friends in an instructive
way, much rather we learn together and walk together
on the way of life remembering that once we also
started and good-hearted people helped and supported
us.

FIVE (MILITARY) INSTRUCTIONS AND
THEIR DIRECT, ORIGINAL MEANINGS.

“Be watchful.” Jesus and Apostle Paul liked
to use this exhortation: “Watch therefore, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming.” Matthew
24:42 and “Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak.” Matthew 26:41. See also Matthew 25:13,
Mark 13:37, Acts of Apostles 20:31.

When Apostle Paul said, “Stand firm in your
faith", he had in his mind is to be stationary, unmovable,
and to persevere. The parallel verses are: “For freedom
Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1. See
also Philippians 4:1 and 2 Thessalonians 2:15.

“Be courageous.” Here the Greek language
emphasizes the behavior of a strong man who finishes
the task set before him, as a soldier who carries out his
officer’s order.

“Be strong.” The basic concept here is
dominion, might, power, and strength. This strong
man should possess more than brutal force.

“Let all that you do be done in love.” After
the four military instructions Apostle Paul adds one
admonition that is spiritual; let the self-sacrificing
love (agape) motivate all the previous exhortations.

THE INTERPRETATION AND APPLICA-
TION OF APOSTLE PAUL'S BIDDING.

Be watchful. WHO IS YOUR IDEAL?
In most of our young people's room’s big posters
welcome, and often surprise, the one who enters. Who
influences you the most? Whose footsteps and policy
are you willing to follow? Who do you think is the
greatest? How many young boys wish to be an all-
American football star and how many are thinking
about becoming missionaries? Nobody can love,
follow, and serve Christ unless our Lord becomes an

ideal for him or her!

Stand firm in your faith. WHAT IS YOUR
GOAL? What is the highest goal you think you
are able to achieve, and are you willing to make the
great sacrifice necessary? Wealth? Fame? Power?
Happiness? Science? Sport? Business? Family? Or
does it not matter at all what you do as long as you
get something for a little effort? If you drift in life
aimlessly it is as dangerous as pursuing the wrong
goals. Luke 12:13-21.

Be courageous. WHAT IS YOUR
APPROACH? The noblest goal with the purest
intention may never be reached if illegal, immoral,
and evil approaches are used. Many good causes failed
because wrong and inappropriate methods were used.
YOUR PATIENCE, understanding, tolerance,
forgiveness, and perseverance? The man who is really
strong will control himself first before he crushes his
enemy. More self-control will create more harmony
that in turn lets God’s Spirit rule over us and helps us
to achieve more.

Let all that you do be done in love. DO YOUR
Your personal interest, professional knowledge, and
physical strength should be motivated by the love
brought by Christ.

Apostle Paul was the first one to take seriously
his own instructions for he wrote: “Brethren, I do not
consider that I have made it my own, but one thing I
do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, 1 press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:13-14.

Rev. Alexander Jalso

100th Anniversary of Birth
The Life of Rt. Rev. Dr. John Butosi
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Few people are destined
to be such a dedicated and
faithful servant in Christ’s
mission as John Butosi. By
God’s grace, he is one. He was
born on December 18, 1919
in Nyirgyulai which is in the
Nyirbator District of Szabolcs
County in northeastern corner
of Hungary. It will be the
100th anniversary of his birth
this December.

His Christian faith was

A‘T»eﬁenager John Butosi
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formed during his teenage years while in school at the
Kossuth Relagimnazium at Cegléd. He roomed at the
Charles Suranyi Boy’s Home which provided room and
board for the students. John grew up in a strict “Christian”
home. He attended the local Reformed School in town
for his elementary school years, trying to be perfect in
upholding the traditions of Hungary Reformed folk-
religion. The Second law of the Reformed Church in
Hungary concerning mission starts with the following
startling sentence: “The Reformed Church in Hungary is
a Folk Church and a Faith Confessing Church at the same
time.” For him, this “reality” seemed to be contradictory.
The trouble was with Jesus, the resurrected, living Jesus
Christ. One Sunday, he was reading a pamphlet by Uray
Sandor and saw in italics Jesus Lives! John knew “that
He lived, He died, He was risen, He went to heaven, all
in the past tense. In the present tense, that He Lives Now,
Walks Among Us and Can Meet Us Personally, that was
unexpected, frightening, shocking” for him. Another
spiritual event occurred when he entered a rest room and
unexpectedly “saw the thorn crowed face of the crucified
Christ. It was not a picture or painting, for His eyes were
moving. The message: We know each other for a long
time that I bought you with my blood. You belong to
me.” Then at the boy’s home, while putting away the
Bible, it unexpectedly fell open. His eyes lit up to find
Psalm 103 open in front of him. “Praise the Lord, O my
soul, All my inmost being praise His Holy Name, Praise
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits- Who
forgives all your sins, and Heals all your diseases, who
redeems your life from the pit, and crowns you with love
and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good
things so that your youth is renewed like the Eagles.”
(Psalm 103:1-5)

John states, “it became blessedly clear that His
providential care showered me with precious benefits
until this very moment, for He loves me from eternity
to eternity that He forgives my sin — past, present and
future — for, He is our savior. I know what our Reformed
theologians and creeds say about such appearances (this
is why I kept quiet about it all through my life) but now
I must confess that the living Word of God and the risen
simultaneity of Jesus Christ have been the two basic
theological facts that sustained me in my Christian life
and ministry.” He reconciles these questions by studying
the Institutes by John Calvin and the Bible. He knew
that he was in the right place and heading in the right
direction on his faith journey.

He was an exceptional student. He was accepted
into the Reformed Seminary in Debrecen on September
13, 1939. While a student there, he became active in
the Bethania Society and served as an assistant pastor
in Munkécs. With World War II raging in Hungary,

he enlisted in the army.
He served as an officer
candidate, appointed as
a chaplain in a military
hospital unit, moving from
place to place; ending up
in Gera, Germany. As the
Allied forces were nearing
victory and the Americans
liberating Germany, he
returned to Debrecen to
complete his studies. He
passed his second minister-
qualifying examination on
February 20, 1946 and was
qualified and eligible for
regular ministerial service.
With the end of World War II, there was growing
unrest around the world especially in Hungary now under
Russian dominance. One of John’s professors suggested
that he apply for a theological scholarship in the USA
to further his studies. After initially being against such
a move, he investigated this possibility. Everything fell
into place and he arrived in New York City on December
23, 1947. He would begin his American journey as a
student in Austin Presbyterian Seminary at the University
of Texas. One of the biggest challenges was to become
more conversant and learn how to write in English. The
first letter in English was to his American relatives, the
Kish family who lived in Hammond, Indiana. After
one year in Austin, John was accepted to complete his
studies at the Princeton Theological Seminary in New
Jersey. But during that summer, he was invited to be the
assistant pastor by Rev. Dr. Stephen Szab¢ at the First
Hungarian Reformed Church of Cleveland, Ohio. In
May 1949 John received the coveted Master of Theology
degree from the Princeton Theological Seminary. The
American scholarship has ended. He was now ready to
return home to Hungary to begin his ministerial career.
The iron curtain had now fallen on mother
Hungary. The political atmosphere was changing. All
the necessary forms were sent to the Hungarian Embassy
in Washington, D.C. for the return home. Then a request
came to surrender his Hungarian passport and original
documents to the Embassy and the official reply will be
coming. Five months later, the answer was shocking. On
October 8, 1949, “the Hungarian authorities did not grant
permission to enter Hungary.” Later he learned that a
delegation of seminary professors personally intervened
with Matyds Rakosi, chairman of the Hungarian
Communist Party and defacto dictator of Hungary, and
Raékosi’s decision was as follows: “If someone has spent

Completing Theological
studies in Debrecen 1943

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5
now two years in America, he is an undercover
man, a spy for the USA. Let him stay there!”
His fate was sealed as he had no choice but to
begin anew in America.  Where would he go?

With help of the Magyar Synod and then
President Victor Racz, John was given an opportunity to
serve as pastor at the First Hungarian Evangelical and
Reformed Church of Hammond, IN with denominational
financial assistance for five years. He was ordained
by the Evangelical and Reformed Church on April
29, 1951. It was here that he met Lorraine Frieda L.
Nickel. The Hammond congregation was invited by
a neighboring church to attend a presentation by a
young lady Lorraine, who had just returned from a
mission trip to Japan. A courtship ensued and they were
married on August 16, 1953 at Trinity E & R Church
of LaSalle, IL. John received his first wedding gift
before the actual wedding from the US government:
on July 21, 1953, he became an American citizen.

After almost five years of service in Hammond,
John accepted a call to the First Hungarian E & R Church
of McKeesport, PA. At Hammond, the ministry was
very successful: the membership doubled, the church
became independent from the Mission Board support,
Sunday School, Youth activities, Bible studies, and
extensive improvements were made to the property. At
McKeesport, similar results occurred but many personal
events occurred during this time. John was accepted to the
doctoral studies program at the University of Pittsburgh.
He became more involved in the Magyar Synod and the
denominational merger to form the new United Church of
Christ. He was elected as General Secretary of the Magyar
Synod in 1959 at the annual meeting. The “sweetest”
baby was born on July 13, 1959, Ann Elizabeth. And by
year end, the call from the Hungarian Reformed Church
of South Norwalk, CT was accepted.

The challenge serving South Norwalk was
daunting. Just caring for the 700-member congregation
along was a full day. But John needed to complete his
doctoral dissertation and fulfil the different aspects
of ministry which he defined: 1) local congregation of
South Norwalk, 2) the local community of Norwalk,
3) beyond the local scene, 4) the Magyar Synod, 5) the
denomination (United Church of Christ), 6) the larger
(national, international, global). On August 13, 1962, he
earned the “Doctor of Philosophy” from the University
of Pittsburgh.

In family life, the arrival of their second daughter,
Sarah Joan on September 18, 1961, was celebrated. John
finally was able to return to his homeland in 1964, seeing
his family and tending to church affairs in Hungary and
Romania. Norwalk was filled with blessings including

Family trip to Hungary visiting Mom, brothers
and sisters, 1968

the celebration of the Diamond Anniversary of the
congregation in 1968. The family went on a trip to
Austria, Germany, Holland, and of course Hungary,
visiting Budapest, Debrecen, Nyirbator, and other
places. It was a chance for the families on each side
of the world to gather. During this period, John began
his service in the Magyar now Calvin Synod. The
chronology of service in Calvin Synod: 1959-63 General
Secretary and Member on Committee of Six, 1967-71
President, 1971-75 Member of UCC Executive Council
and BHM, 1975-79 Bishop, 1979-81 Deputy Bishop,
1981-85 Bishop, 2000-10 Bishop Emeritus.

g

& L

: = Fa
Rev. Butosi preaching in Bridgeport

With the death of Rev. Dr. Stephen Bessemer
in Bridgeport, CT, the call was accepted to serve that
congregation in the summer of 1976. The ministry in
Bridgeport followed that pattern established in South
Norwalk. Local congregational matters were always the
top priority, but Synod, denominational and Hungarian
issues were also part of his work. He was very involved
in the human and religious rights of Hungarians
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throughout the world, attending several conferences
during this period. In March of 1984, he attended
Congressional hearings in Washington, D.C. and visited
the White House on March 20, meeting President
Ronald Reagan. The local church ministry of John’s
life culminated on June 25, 1989 with the retirement
farewell tea in Bridgeport. The plan was to move to a
retirement cottage in Ligonier, PA, which was the desire
of Lorraine who loved that hillside.

.....

The Butosi Family 1976

Though John and Lorraine moved to retire
Ligonier in 1989, it was far from the relaxing life of
retirement. There was still much to do. On February
7, 1990, John returned to Hungary with Lorraine to
embark on several tasks at the age of 70, staying with
his sister, Julie.Of course, gathering with family was
first priority. A great door opened of sharing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ in congregations, conferences, special
gatherings in Hungary and in the surrounding countries;
teaching at the Debrecen Reformed Theological
University as full-time professor and chair of Mission

B

JoZn an Lorrain 1985

Department, and serving as the first president of the newly
organized World Federation of Hungarian Reformed
Churches, involvement in the Protestant Missionary
Studies Institute, and Missio Dei, the total mission of
God. During this period, John traveled throughout the
Carpathian Basin and the world visiting Central America,
Australia, South Africa, Cuba and South America. It was
not uncommon for the airlines to lose his “luggages” on
these trips. Some might remember that he always called
his suitcases his “luggages” even when he had only
one suitcase. And there were many occasions when his
“luggages” were lost but usually turned up somewhere
later.

After spending the first year in Debrecen,
Lorraine decided to stay in Ligonier in 1991 while John
went back to Hungary. In April, she became sick and on
April 16, 1991, she passed away in her sleep one day
before her 68" birthday. Their first grandchild, Matthew
John was born on February 1, 1991. Granddaughter
Erica Nicole was born on August 13, 1994. John
continued to serve in Hungary for nine years, returning
in the summer months to Ligonier and Connecticut to be
with his American family.
With several health issues
- developing, he completed
his work in Hungary and
' returned on September
15, 1998 to Ligonier for
the second retirement. He
spent his time between
. Ligonier and Connecticut,
| making several car trips
back and forth.

On November 19,
- i 1999, John moved to
Servzng communion at his newly built room,
World Conference 1996 51, addition  built onto
the home of daughter and son-in-law, Ann and Jim in
Shelton, CT. His room was equipped with a desk, so
his work continued. But now he could more spent time
with the growing grandchildren. He attended Classis and
Synod meetings, our local Bridgeport congregation, and
many local events. He was also still very much involved
in the life of the Hungarian Reformed Church. In 2002,
he organized the Holy Fast. Because our Hungarian
Reformed congregations in the USA were in distress,
we examined three areas to study and try to change the
course: 1) our ethnic identity, 2) our church situation,
3) our mission challenge. In 2004, John made his final
trip to Hungary with his American family. We visited
our Hungarian relatives in Debrecen, Nyirbator, and
Nyiregyhaza as well as some site seeing in Budapest and

Continued on Page 8
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other parts of the country. His daughter Sarah
died on October 20, 2006 at the age of 45.

Rt. Rev. Dr. John Butosi went home to the Lord
on July 12, 2010 at the age of 90. A celebration of his
life took place on July 17 at United Church of Christ
of Bridgeport, CT and burial on August 6 at Ligonier
Valley Cemetery in PA next to wife Lorraine.

John’s life was filled with many blessings. From
his humble beginnings, he served the Lord with all his
heart and soul. His passion to serve was limitless. His
was a local church pastor, a Synod innovator and leader,
a teacher and professor, an activist for the Hungarian
Community, a husband, father and grandfather, and in
every turn, a preacher. Moved by the Holy Spirit from
childhood, he preached the Good News of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. He knew he belonged to Jesus Christ
body and soul, in life and death, “because by His blood
He paid for all my sins and protects me so well, that
nothing can happen to me without His will.” This was
especially true when he made his many trips abroad to
places where the government restricted movement and
speech and his family always worried if he would make
his destination and return home safely. But as he knew
better than anyone else, he was in the right place and
God was with him. Along the way, he made a difference
and touched their spirit. It is no doubt that he continues
to leave his mark on the lives of many.

On May 17, 2019, the Common Synod of the
Hungarian Reformed Church gathered to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of Hungarian Reformed Unity
in Debrecen, Hungary. John’s life and service to the
Hungarian Reformed community was remembered and
honored on this 100th anniversary of his birth year.

This article was written by Jim and Ann (Butosi) Ballas.
Contents and quotes are taken from “Praise the Lord, O
My Soul” The Autobiography of John Butosi.
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Visiting family in Debrecen, Hungary 2004

The God Who Comes To Us
Text: Romans 5:1-5

Has it always seemed natural for us to believe
in God? In one God only? It has not always been so.

Our Hebrew forebears required
commandments: “You shall have no other god...”
(Exodus 20:3) and “You shall not bow down to them
and worship them.” (Exodus 20:5) Other gods were
alive, if not well, in their cultural surroundings.

Moses warned the Hebrew people that they
would likely turn “to serve other gods made by
human hands, objects of wood and stone that neither
see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.” (Deut. 4:28) But he
promised if they would seek after the true God with
all their heart and soul, they would find him. (Deut.
4:29)

When St. Paul went to Athens he found them
worshiping a variety of gods. So as not to miss any
bets they had erected a statue to “the unknown god.”
Paul told them it was this God he wanted to proclaim.
(Acts 17:23)

Today, once again, all around us folk have lost
their way in the wilderness of small gods—the gods
of celebrity, power and affluence. We are surrounded
by people who worship the god of the silicon chip and
its derivatives.

The prophet prays, “O that you would tear
open the heavens and come down... to make your
name known to your adversaries.” (Isaiah 64:1a and
2b)Psalm 8 responds to that plea. Look around you.
See the majesty of creation. See it in the heavens.
See it in the creative powers of the God’s human
creature. The poet, Gerard Manly Hopkins, claimed,
“The world is charged with the grandeur of God, it
breaks out like shook foil...”

I once heard a rabbi say, “I found God under
a microscope at MIT.” For many God has come to
them in this way. Indeed, God comes to us in creation
but how full is that revelation? The prophet said,
“They who walked in darkness have seen a great
light.” (Isaiah 9:2) He looked for God to pull back
the curtain in human history.

Martin Luther was not convinced by the God
he discovered in nature. He said, “Whosoever does
not apprehend this man born of Mary, simply cannot
apprehend God, even if they should say that they
believe in God, creator of heaven and earth.” Pascal,
the 17" century genius, said of the starry sky, “The
eternal silence of this infinite space frightens me.”

For myself, the God “who inhabits eternity”
did not grasp me early. Instead, I was drawn by the
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Man of Nazareth who “was tempted in every manner
such as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) This
God, vulnerable and accessible, claimed my attention.
We often speak of the Son who has come to us revealing
the heart of God. But we’re reminded also that “God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.” (Romans 5:5)

We’re aware of temptation that sits at the door
waiting for a chance to enter. We may be even more
aware of God the Spirit who is given to us to convict,
correct, cajole, encourage, advocate and guide—to
lead us into true living. This is the God, who as the
poet, Francis Thompson, put it, chases us down the
labyrinthine ways of our lives as a hound dog on the
trail of the prey.

God comes to us in many moments—in the
science lab, in a vision of the cross, in a moment of
spiritual reflection. God is imaginative in chasing us
down, showing us his glory, lowering our defenses
and claiming our devotion.

Some years ago Dianne and I visited our son
and daughter-in-law who were living in Japan. On
Sunday morning in Kyoto I entered the little red brick
Episcopal Church just around the corner. I wrote
down my experience so to remember it better.

There were four worshipers at the 8:00 a.m.
English service—a young scholarly American who
taught English, a dark-haired younger Japanese
woman and a Caucasian woman of retirement age.
With these three I passed the peace of Christ. They
had all put on red slippers provided at the door. I
just entered in sock feet. We sat in the choir—four
people facing each other across the divided chancel.
The Japanese priest spoke in a sort of broken, pigeon
English. When it came time for Holy Communion, he
dropped the wafer as he broke it. His associate helped
him pick it up.

I went to church to seek a vision of the high
and Holy One who inhabits eternity, the One in whose
image I am made, there to know myself and the world
around me in the light of the Holy One.

I remember that when I went forward with the
others to partake of Holy Communion I stubbed my
left foot on the altar furniture. As I knelt I thought
how glad I was that I had not stubbed my right foot,
whose toes I had murdered in the dark some nights
earlier. But on the way back to my seat I stubbed those
swollen toes on my right foot. It hurt like the dickens.
Grimacing in pain | resumed my seat, inwardly
laughing at my own clumsiness, but then reflecting on
the nailed, hurting, humiliated feet of our Lord, whose
symbols of suffering love in Holy Communion I had
just received.

Inthat faraway church ofanother denomination
I sensed the reality of the Triune God—high and holy,
suffering for our sakes, revealed on the winds of
the Spirit.I saw the presence of the corner church, a
witness to the One God in a land of many gods. In
my tortured toes I sensed the body broken and blood
spilled for my deepest needs. And in that moment the
Spirit moved, speaking to a visitor from afar.

May we, each in our own way, see the Lord,
who is our Creator, Redeemer and Comforter, and so
see ourselves and the world around us in the light of
that revelation. Amen.

Rev. David B. Bowman, Ph.D

On Palm Sunday, 2019 we gathered at Chapel
of the Saint Jude Center, Buffalo, NY to worship our
Lord God in an ecumenical service. We as Hungarian
Reformed people believe that God created us being
Hungarian, Christ called us to follow him as Reformed,
Roman Catholic, or Lutheran believers and we,
pastors were called to serve by the Holy Spirit. Hence
we gathering in the chapel, and hence the people are
coming from different denominations. We are all one
as Hungarians, we are all one in the innate need to
worship our Lord on the language what our mothers
taught to us.

The Buffalo congregation worships the Lom’ on Palm
Sunday at the Saint Jude Center, Buffalo, NY

On this Sunday The Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai,
Bishop of the Calvin Synod blessed us and inspired us
in His sermon to follow Christ. More than 20 people
participated in the Holy Supper, which was presided
by The Rev. Thomas Burian, so by receiving the
elements and the Holy Spirit we will be able to follow

Christ.
Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 9 went off to meet the challenges of a very rainy, cold

: ) ’ and windy afternoon. Despite being wet and cold, our
fortitude was maintained, and we were able to submit
our collective donation of $1044.00. It took a few days
for our shoes to dry, but I hope that all will be willing
to participate again next year. Many thanks to all who
were involved in making such a significant difference
in the fight to feed the hungry. Thanks to coordinator
Ann Ballas for all her work and for this report.

Our members also participated in Join Against
Hunger by collecting non-perishable food items
during the month of May. We have donated these
much-needed items to the Bridgeport area food banks.
Thanks to all our members who for their generous
donations.

=

Rev. Thomas Burian administers the Holy Supper

As the mission and oversight by the Calvin
Synod, we are gathering once a month in Buffalo and
the Canadian Niagara Falls for a church service. Please
Follow the Facebook advertisements of the time of the
services.

By Jim Ballas

Rev. Thomas Burian

Barbara Poruban, Sandra Stasko, Holly Kruzshak,
Eric Gramse, Ann Ballas, Petronia Knight-Martin,
Shelly Visinski (from left to right)

~N NN
~N NN

7
Please send the subscription order and
Group picture of the participating members at the change of address notes to
Palm Sunday Communion Service Wilburn A. Roby Jr., Treasurer
264 Old Plank Rd.* Butler, PA 16002
Greater Bridgeport Annual Crop Walk e-mail: warajr@embarqmail.com
Members of the United Church of Christ in for one year or years ($15.00 per year)
Bridgeport, CT participated in the Greater Bridgeport , — 7 i .
Annual Crop Walk to raise funds to fight hunger. It is egy évrevagy _ évre ($15.00 évente)
about a three mile walk at Seaside Park in Bridgeport. A
determined group of seven individuals collected funds Payment enclosed §............... Renewal New Order
from our very generous congregation and MEMbErS Name................ccccoorrrrrrveveeermsnsrreeeesessssssseeeseseesses
of our community. This group included Eric Gramse,
Sandy Stasko, H()]]y Kruzshak, She]]ey Visinski, AGAIESS. ..ttt ettt e e e e e e e e e
Barbara Poruban, Petronia Knight-Martin and Ann | ,
Ballas. FOllOWing a fGIIOWShip lunch On Sunday’ May CIty/State-le ...................................................................

5™ we shared a time of prayer and thanksgiving and /
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A Kalvin Egyhazkerilet Alapitva
hivatalos lapja SYNOD 1900-ban
/
120. évfolyam 2019. JULIUS — AUGUSZTUS 7-8. szam

Az Egyhaz négy alapelve

., Ok pedig kitartoan részt vettek az apostoli
tanitasban, a kozosségben, a kenyér
megtorésében és az imadkozasban.”

(Apostolok Cselekedetei 2:42)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gyiilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim a Krisztusban!

Hogyan kellene
miikddnie egy gytilekezetnek?
A textusunk -—-az Apostolok
Cselekedeteirdl  irott  konyv
2:42— nagy segitségiinkre van a
kérdés megvalaszolasaban.

A textusban  négy
fo alapelvet ¢és gyakorlatot
talalunk, amelyek minden egyes helyi gyiilekezet
szdmara elengedhetetleniil fontosak ahhoz, hogy azok
megfelel6en miikodjenek:

1. Az apostoli tanitas.

2. A kOz0sség.

3. A kenyér megtorése, azaz az Girvacsora.

4. Az imadkozas.

Lukacs evangélista —az  Apostolok
Cselekedeteirdl irott konyv szerzdje— elmondja,
hogy az els6 gyiilekezet tagjai kitartéan részt vettek
mindezekben. Teljes szivbdl odaszantdk magukat a
Krisztusban valo életre. Lelkesen hallgattak az apostoli
tanitasokat. Emellett az els6 gyiilekezet tagjai kitartdan
részt vettek a koinonia, a kozosség gyakorlasaban és
¢épiiltek az egymadssal valo kapcsolatukban. Ennek a
testvéri kozosségnek kifejezésmodjai voltak: a kenyér
megtorése, azaz az Urvacsoraval vald rendszeres €lés,
valamint az imadkozas.

Nézziik meg ezt a négy alapelvet, hogy hogyan
mukodott mindez az elsé gytilekezetben, és vizsgaljuk
meg a kozOsség fontossagat, a kenyér megtorésének
jelentdségét, valamint az iméadsag elengedhetetlen
voltat az egyhdz életében.

1. Az elsd tehat az apostoli tanitas. Az elso

gylilekezet tagjai szamara ez azt jelentette, hogy a
hivok az apostolok —tehat a vezetok— altal lelki eledelt
kaptak, mely tanitasok a Szentirason alapultak, €s amik
Jézus tanitasairol, életérol és cselekedeteirdl szoltak.
Dicsdség legyen Istennek Reformatus Egyhazunkeért,
gylilekezeteinkért, ahol tiszta ¢s a Biblian alapuld
tanitasokat kaphatunk.

2. A masodik alapelv a kozosség.

Valaki egyszer egy felmérést készitett a
gyiilekezetében. Megkérdezte a tagoktol: ,Miért
csatlakoztal éppen ehhez a gyiilekezethez?” 93
szdzaléka a megkérdezetteknek azt mondta, hogy
a lelkipasztor személye miatt. Utdna azonban ezt
kérdezte: ,,Ha a lelkész elhagyna a gyiilekezetet, te
1s elmennél?” 93 szazaléka a tagoknak azt valaszolta,
hogy nem. Amikor megkérdezte, hogy miért nem
mennének el, akkor a legtobben ezt valaszoltak: ,,Mert
nagyon jo barataim vannak ebben a gyiilekezetben.”

Egy masik felmérésben 400 olyan embert
kérdeztek meg, akik kordbban elhagytak a
gyiilekezetiiket. Megkérdezték tolilk, hogy miért
mentek el. A valaszadok 75 szdzaléka azt mondta:
»Azert, mert ugy éreztem, senkit sem érdekelt igazan,
hogy ott vagyok-e a templomban vagy sem.”

A kapcsolatok elengedhetetleniil fontosak egy
gylilekezet életében. Ha minél tobb jo kapcsolata van
valakinek egy kdzosségben, akkor tobb mint valdszinii,
hogy az a személy nem fogja magat egyediil érezni és
nem is fogja elhagyni azt a gyiilekezetet.

A kapcsolatok mellett a szeretetvendégség
is nagyon fontos volt, mert az egy bensdséges, mély
kozosséget fejezett ki. A Krisztusban vald életiik a
bensdséges kapcsolatokra épiilt, arra, hogy mindenben
Istent dicsditsék meg. Ezért irja Pal apostol: ,,Akar
esztek tehat, akar isztok, barmi mast cselekesztek,
mindent Isten dicséségére tegyetek!” (1Kor.10:31)

3. Az Urral és az egymassal valo kozosség
legfontosabb része volt a kenyér megtorése. Ez volt
a harmadik alapelv, ami nagyban meghatarozta az
elsé gylilekezet életét. A kenyér megtorése, magat az

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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Folytatas a 11. oldalrol

urvacsorat jelentette, ami Jézus Krisztus emlékezetére
tortént. Semmi nem fejezi ki jobban azt az aldozatot,
amit Krisztus hozott értiink a golgotai keresztfan,
mint az urvacsorai kozosség. Semmi nem mutat ra
egyértelmiibben arra, hogy blindsok vagyunk ¢s
sziikségiink van Megvaltonk blinbocsato kegyelmére,
mint maga az Urvacsora. Semmi nem tud megtanitani
benniinket jobban arra, hogy kozdsségben legyiink az
Urral és egymassal, mint maga az Girvacsorai alkalom.
Amikor esszik a kenyeret, mely Krisztus testét
jelképezi €s isszuk a bort, mely az O vérét jelképezi,
akkor a szeretetkdzdsségiink épiil mennyei Atyankkal
¢s egymadssal, akik Krisztusban egymasnak testvérei
vagyunk.

A Heidelbergi Kateé 75. kérdeés-feleletében a
kovetkezoket talaljuk az Urvacsoraval kapcsolatosan:

75. Miképpen emlékeztet ¢és biztosit
téged Isten az Ur szent vacsorajaban arrol, hogy
Krisztus egyszeri keresztildozataban és minden
ajandékaban részes vagy?

Krisztus nekem és minden hivének meghagyta,
hogy egyek a megtort kenyérbol s igyak a nekem
nyujtott poharbol az o emlékezetére.

Ezzel egyiitt megigérte, hogy az o6 testének
feldaldozasa és megtoretése, vérének kiontisa a
kereszten értem is éppugy megtortent, mint ahogy
két szememmel latom, amikor az Ur kenyerét nekem
megtorik és a kelyhet nekem odanyujtjak.

Es azt is megigérte, hogy az 6 megfeszitett teste
és kiontott vére olyan bizonyosan taplalja lelkemet
az orok életre, mint amilyen valdsagosan eszem a
kenyerbdl és iszom a kehelybdl, amelyet Krisztus
testének és verének jegyekent az Ur szolgaja nekem
dtad.

4. Az utolso jellemvondsa €s egyben alapelve a
korai egyhdznak az imadsag volt. Az imadsag az elso
gylilekezet tagjai szdmdara az Istennel vald kozdsség
kifejezése volt. Két gordg sz6 van, amit a Biblia az
imadsagra haszndl. Az elsd kifejezés a deomai. Ennek
jelentése ,konyordgni, kérni.” Ez az az imadsag,
amit a legjobban ismeriink és leginkdbb gyakorolunk
is. Imaink legnagyobb része kérésbol, esdeklésbol,
konyorgésbol all. Ezzel nincs is probléma, mert Isten
maga mondja igéjében, hogy kérjiink és adataik. Es
a kéréseink nagy része altalaban helyes. Szoktunk
imadkozni gyogyulasért, a gyaszolok vigasztaldsaért,
itt és az anyaorszagban ¢l6 magyar testvéreinkeért,
honfitarsainkért, a szolgalatainkért, és még rengeteg
mas dologért.

Az Apostolok Cselekedeteirdl irott konyv
2-ik részében azonban nem a ,konyordgni, kérni”
kifejezést talaljuk. Az a szd, amit ott talalunk gorogiil:

a proszeukhé. Ez a kifejezés joval tobbet jelent, mint
kérni, konyordgni, mert ennek a jelentése: ,Istent
hivni.” Nem barmilyen kérés végett, hanem azért,
hogy odaszanjuk, odaajanljuk 6nmagunkat neki.

Ez a fajta ima nagyon fontos, mert segit, hogy
ne legyen benniink semmilyen biiszkeség vagy
hitehagyés. Aldzatra vezet és egységre hiv. Ebben a
fajta imadsagban Istent dicsditjiik, Neki adunk halat
megannyi josagaért.

Milyen csodalatos, dinamikus, élettel teli
gyiilekezet volt az elsO keresztyén egyhaz! A hatasuk
elért a fold végsd hataraig. Kitartdan részt vettek
az apostoli tanitdsban, a kozOsségben, a kenyér
megtorésében és az imadkozasban. , Az Ur pedig
naprol napra novelte a gyiilekezetet az tidvoziilokkel.”
(2:47) —mondja az ige. Isten aldjon meg benniinket,
hogy mi is gyakoroljuk ezeket az alapelveket
gyiilekezeteink életében. Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban:

Ft dr. Krasznai Csaba

plispok
Az amerikai magyar reformatus gyiilekezetek egy
részét 6sszefogo és a Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhazahoz
tartoz6 Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet most csatlakozik
a Magyar Reformatus Egyhazhoz. Az egyhaz
korabbi piispoke, a nyirségi szarmazasu Biitosi
Janos személye — aki hazatérve a ‘90-es években a
Magyar Reformatus Vilagszovetség elsé elnokeként
és a debreceni teoldgia professzoraként is szolgalt
— kiilonleges kapcsolédasi pont egyhazaink kozott.
Sziiletésének szazadik évforduldjarol a Magyar

Reformatus Egyhaz Zsinatanak pénteki iilése ezért
kiilon is megemlékezik.

OOOOOR
QOO
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— Talalkozasunk teoldgiai tanulményaim
idészakara nyulik vissza, amikor Biitdsi Janos
missziologiat tanitott a Debreceni Reformatus
Teologiai Akadémian — emlékezik vissza a korabbi
plspokre Krasznai Csaba, a Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet
jelenlegi lelkészi vezetdje. — A barati, Krisztusban
testvéri és mentori kapcsolatunk akkor kezdddott
Janos béacsival, amikor jelentkeztem a misszioi
szeminariumaba, amelyet nagy érdeklédéssel vartam,
0 pedig lelkesen vezetett és tanitott — teszi hozza az
egykori tanitvany.

— Friss és 0 lelkiiletet hozott a teologia ¢életébe
az Osi reformatus falak k6z¢, ami pozitivan hatott sok
didktarsamra és a teoldgian tanito professzorokra is —
idézi fel személyes élményeit a plispok.
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Biitési Janos igehirdetései-
ben gyakorlatiasan fogalma-
zott, ami segitett abban,
hogy méginkabb megértsék,
mit jelent a gyakorlatba
iiltetni az Ige alapjan el-
hangzottakat. Nagyra be-
csiilte a reformatus tani-
tasokat — kiilondsen Kalvin
| Institutiojat — és az 6
p nevéhez flizédtek a misszioi
| napok, a gyﬁlekezetekbe
W szervezett latogatasok is. —
Az § tanitdsa nyomdn és az 6 hatasara erds6dott meg
bennem a misszioldgia és a gyiilekezeti evangélizaciod
iranti még mélyebb és elkotelezettebb érdeklodés —
emeli ki Krasznai Csaba.

Sokat elarul  Biitési  Janos  vezetdi
személyiségérol, hogy tobb alkalommal is piispoknek
valasztottak. A misszi6o iranti buzgodsaga nemcsak
némelyek, hanem az egész egyhaz ¢életére nagy
hatéassal volt. — Erésen és elkotelezetten szorgalmazta
a reformatussag, illetve az egyhaz és a kiilonb6zo
felekezetekhez tartozd  keresztyének egységét.
Nemcsak besz€lt rola, hanem tett is azért, hogy ez
megvalosuljon — értékeli elédje torekvéseit a plispok,
aki ugy véli, példaértékli volt elkotelezettsége az
egész vilagon €16 magyar reformatus gyiilekezetek
¢s a reformatus egyhdz irant, és azt soha semmilyen
modon fel nem adta volna. — Biitdsi Janos misszidban
elt. Biiszken hirdette magar6l, hogy 6 reformatus
magyar keresztyén. Elete, munkaja, szolgalata
mindenben Krisztusra, az 0 megvaltdjara ¢és
szabaditdjara mutatott — fogalmazza megdsszegzésiil.

Biitosi Janos (1919-2010) a debreceni Tisza Istvan
Tudomanyegyetem Reformatus Hittudoméanyi Karan
szerzettlelkészi oklevelet 1943-ban. Segédlelkészként
Munkdécson szolgalt, majd a Bethania CE Szovetség
utazd lelkészeként tevékenykedett. Tanulmanyi
Osztondijjal Amerikdba ment: a princetoni teoldgiai
szeminariumon tanult, majd a pittsburghi egyetemen
doktori fokozatot szerzett. 1949-ben a magyar
hatésdgok megakadalyoztak hazatérését. 1950—1955

kozott Hammond, majd 1959-ig McKeesport,
1960-t61 1976-ig South Norwalk, aztan 1989-
ig Bridgeport gyiilekezeteinek lelkésze volt.

1975—-1979 kozott és 1981—-1985 kozott a Krisztus
Egyesiilt Egyhdzahoz tartoz6 Kalvin Egyhazkertilet
plispokeként szolgalt. 1991-ben a Magyar Reformatus
Vilagszovetség elnokévé valasztottdk, 1996-t6l a
szervezet tiszteletbeli elndke volt. Alapitdja volt
a Magyarorszagi Reformatus Egyhaz Doktorok

Kollégiuma
a budapesti

Missziologiai  Szekcidjdnak  és
Protestans Missziéi  Tanulmanyi
Intézetnek. 1990-ben a Debreceni Reformatus
Teologiai Akadémia vendégtanara, 1991 ¢és
1998 kozott az altala megszervezett Misszidl ¢€s
Felekezettudomanyi Tanszék professzora volt. 1990-
ben a teoldgia diszdoktorava avattdk, munkdssagat a
Debreceni Reformatus Kollégium 1998-ban Szenci
Molnar Albert-dijjal ismerte el. 2010-ben, ¢életének
kilencvenedik évében az amerikai Sheltonban hunyt
el, ahol lanyaval, vejével €és unokaival élt.

Czanik Andras
A Magyarorszagi Reformatus Egyhaz
Zsinati Hivatala Karpat-medencei referense

Istent6l  gazdagon megéaldott  alkalomra
gyliltiink egybe, ez év Virdgvasarnapjan a Buffalo-i
St.  Jude Kozpont képolnajaban urvacsoras
istentiszteletben dicsérni teremtd Urunkat. Mi
reformatusok hittel valljuk, hogy Istenben teremtettiink
magyarnak, Krisztusban hivattunk el reformatusnak,
vagy romai katolikusnak, vagy evangélikusnak, és
mi lelkészek a Szentlélekben hivattunk el szolgélatra.
Ezért van nyitva egy magyar reformatus istentisztelet
mindazok szamdra, akik az édesanyanktol tanult
magyar nyelven kivanjuk dicsémi a Fennvalot. igy
érthetd a kapolna, az oOkumenikus istentisztelet.
Halasak vagyunk az Istennek e lehetdségért.

Nt. Burian Tamas az urvacsora agenda
szolgadlatat végzi

Tobb mint hiszan gylltiink 6ssze ez alkalomra
meghallgatni Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba plspok ur
igehirdetését, melyben Krisztus kovetésére buzditott
benniinket és vettiink részt az Uri szent vacsoraban,

Folytatas a 14. oldalon
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Folytatas a 13. oldalrol
melyet Nt. Burian Tamés szolgaltatott ki, hogy a
Szentélek ereje alltal és a sakrementumi jegyek
erejével hallhassuk meg Piispok ur buzditdsat.
Buffaloban ¢és a kanadai Niagara Fall-on Nt.
Burian Tamdas végez rendszeres misszidi szolgélatot
havonta egy alkalommal a Kélvin Zsinat égisze alatt.

Nt. Burian Tamas

Viragvasarnapot tinneplo buffalo-i gyiilekezet tagjai
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,Ma a Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet hazatalalt, ennek
pecsétje Isten és emberek elott csatlakozasunk
alairasa” - mondta Krasznai Csaba, az

Amerikai Egyesiilt Allamokban talalhaté Kalvin
Egyhazkeriilet piispoke. A tengerentuli reformatus
kozosség a majus 17-i iinnepi zsinaton csatlakozott
a Magyar Reformatus Egyhazhoz.

Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba alairja a Ratifikacios
Nyilatkozatot, mely kimondja, hogy a Kalvin Zsinat
Egyhazkeriilet csatlakozik a Magyar Reformdatus
Egyhazhoz

A Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz 2009. majus
22-én elfogadott alkotmanya lehetévé teszi, hogy a
Magyar Reformatus Egyhdzhoz csatlakozhassanak
a Karpat-medencén kiviili reformatus kozosségek
is  valamely Karpat-medencei egyhaz vagy
egyhazkeriilet Utjan. Ezzel a lehetdséggel ¢lve, a
Dunamelléki Reformatus Egyhazkeriileten keresztiil
kérte csatlakozasat a Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet, az
err6l szold hatdrozatot egyhangtlag fogadtik el a
Zsinat tagjai, az alkotmany fliggelékét is eszerint
modositottak.

Az elmult évszazadban ugy alakult, hogy
fliggetlen gyiilekezetek mellett két magyar reformatus
egyhaztest is mikdodik az Amerikai Egyesiilt
Allamokban: az Amerikai Magyar Reformatus
Egyhdz — melynek képvisel6i tiz éve Debrecenben
jelen voltak a Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz
megalakuldsanal —, valamint a Krisztus Egyestlt
Egyhazahoz tartozd, magyar gyiilekezeteket tomoritd
Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet.
__ -

Ft. ifj. dr. Fekete Karoly a Tiszantuli Reformatus
Egyhazkeriilet piispokének koszontése és
gratulacidja

Utobbi képviseldi is rendszeres meghivottai
voltak a Generdlis Konvent éves kozgytiléseinek,
a kozos zsinatoknak és a Magyar Diaszpora Tandcs
iiléseihez kapcsolodd megbeszélések is lehetdséget

nyujtottak a taldlkozdsokra. Emellett a Kordsi
Csoma Sandor-programon keresztiil hozzajuk érkez6
Osztondijas lelkészek is épitették az egyhazaink
kozotti €16 kapcsolatot.

Krasznai Csaba piispdk korabban mar jelezte
a Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet csatlakozédsi szandékat a
Magyar Reformatus Egyhazhoz, majd idén tavasszal
tajékoztatta a Generalis Konvent elnokségét, hogy
egyhazkeriileti tandcsuk egyhangu dontése nyomén
a gyiilekezetek presbitériumai elé terjesztették
a csatlakozas kérdését, azok tobbsége pedig a
csatlakozas mellett foglalt allast.
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A Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz Kézés Zsinatdnak
tiléese 2019. majus 17-én a Debreceni Reformatus
Nagytemplomban

Egyek lettiink ajra

,Nagyon rég volt, amikor a gyermek elhagyta
¢desanyjat, de egy nap a gyermek, akibdl idokdzben
felnott lett, hazatalalt és az édesanya tart karokkal,
szeretd szivvel fogadta” kezdte koOszontdjét
Krasznai Csaba, a Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet piispoke.
Mint mondta, az anyak mar csak olyanok, hogy nem
tagadhatjak meg Oonmagukat és azt a szeretet, ami
gyermekeik irdnt €1 benniik.

1921. oktoberében dontottek ugy az Amerikai
Egyesiilt Allamokban ¢16 magyar reformatusok,
hogy 6nallo egyhaztestként, az amerikai reformatus
és presbiteridnus egyhazakkal kar6ltve végzik
szolgélatukat. ,,Miért volt sziikség arra, hogy az
otthon egyhaztol elszakitsdk a koteleket elszakitani
a koteléket az otthoniakkal? Erre nincs valaszunk,
de a multat nem is lehet megvaltoztatni. Ma azonban
a Kalvin Egyhdzkeriilet hazatalalt, ennek pecsét
Isten és emberek el6tt csatlakozasunk aldirdsa” —
fogalmazott a piispok. A magyar kozosség mellett a
Kalvin Egyhazkertilet tovabbra is a Krisztus Egyesiilt
Egyhazanak része marad.

Krasznai Csaba azt vallja, ez a csatlakozas
hatarokon ¢és tengereken ativeld modon koti dssze a
reformatusokat: ,,Egyek lettiink veletek keresztény
reformatus testvéreink, akik a Kérpat-medencében
vagy a vilag barmely tajan éltek és tagjai vagytok
a Magyar Reformatus Egyhaznak. Koszonom
zsinatunk nevében azt az aldést és szeretetet, hogy
visszafogadtatok gyermeketeket.”

Farkas Zsuzsanna

Forras:
http://reformatus.hu/mutat/16310/

Osszefoglalonk a 2019. majusi Magyar
Reformatus Egységnaphoz kotodo
iinnepségsorozatrol (részlet a cikkbdl)

2019. méjus 20., hétfé

Tiz évvel ezeldtt, 2009. majus 22-én gytlt
Ossze a debreceni nagytemplomban a Reformadtus
Alkotmanyozd Zsinat, amely kimondta, hogy a
Karpat-medencében miikddé reformatus egyhazak
mindnydjan a Magyar Reformatus FEgyhdzhoz
tartoznak. Ez az egység torténelmi jelentdségili, amely
elmélyitette, kibdvitette a reformatus kozosségek
kapcsolatat. 2019 majusaban ennek az eseménynek a
tizedik évforduldjarél emlékeztek meg Debrecenben
nagyszabasu linnepségkeretében.

Fa, amely gyiimolcsot terem

Reformatus  egységiink  halaaddiinnepe
faiiltetéssel kezd6dott a Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz
Zsinatanak majus 17-1 ilése eldtt. A plispokok
¢s a Karpat-medencei egyhazmegyék képviseldi
kozosen iiltettek el egy tolgyfat a Debreceni
Reformatus Kollégium diszudvaran, ezzel is
kifejezve Osszetartozasunkat. A Magyar Reformatus
Egyhaz jelképévé valt fa egyszerre utal gyokereivel
a torténelmi multra, amelybdl kind a torzs, és a
foly6viz mellé iiltetett fa biblikus képére, amely képes
gytimolcsoket teremni. A Karpat-medence minden
reformatus egyhazmegy¢jébdl hoztak a zsinatra érkezo
tagok egy-egy cserépnyi foldet, amelyet mindnyajan a
kollégium udvarén elhelyezett tolgyfara szortak — igy
valt a szimbolikus faiiltetés egységrdl szo6l6 ilizenete
még mélyebbé.

Ft. Zan Fabian Sandor, Ft. dr. Bogardi Szabo Istvan,
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba, Ft. Kato Béla és Ft. ifj. dr.
Fekete Karoly (balrol-jobbra)

,Hadd tartsunk veletek”
A debreceni Nagytemplomban tartott zsinati
iilésen visszatekintettek a magyar reformatus egység
Folytatas a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrol

elmult évszazadaira, és halat adtak az egyre szorosabb
testvéri kotelék aldasaiért. ,Jézus Krisztus Isten
jokedve, altala vagyunk Urunk gyermekei és egy
kozosség” fogalmazott Bogardi Szabd Istvan
dunamelléki pilispok a megnyitd dhitaton. Az tlést
a hazigazda Tiszantali Reformatus Egyhdazkeriilet
elnoksége vezette, az egybegytilteket Fekete Karoly
plispok koszontotte. Adorjan Gusztav fégondnok
kiemelte: reméli, hogy egységiink lattan egyre
tobbekben fogalmazodik meg az {innepnap igai
mottéjaban megfogalmazott igény: ,,Hadd tartsunk
veletek, mert hallottuk, hogy veletek van az Isten!”

A majus 17-1 linnepi zsinaton csatlakozott a
Magyar Reformatus Egyhazhoz az Amerikai Egyesiilt
Allamokban miikodé Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhazahoz
tartozd, magyar gyiilekezeteket tomorité Kalvin
Egyhazkeriilet. ,,Egyek lettiink veletek, keresztyén
reformatus testvéreink, akik a Karpat-medencében
vagy a vilag barmely t4jan éltek és tagjai vagytok
a Magyar Reformatus Egyhaznak. Kodszondm
zsinatunk nevében azt az aldést és szeretetet, hogy
visszafogadtatok gyermeketeket” — fogalmazott
az err6l szolo egyhangu dontés utan piispokiik,
Krasznai Csaba. Az lilésen modositottak a csatlakozas
érdekében a Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz alkotményat,
a Dunamelléki Reformatus Egyhazkeriilet pedig
atengedett néhany képviseléi helyet a kiilonleges
alkalmakkor 0sszehivott kozos zsinatban.

Tobb meghivott vendég is koszontotte az
iinnepi tandcskozas résztvevdit, példaul Gulyas
Gergely miniszter ¢és Papp Laszl6 debreceni
polgarmester. Ader Janos koztarsasagi elnok
levélben lidvozolte az egybegytilteket. Fabiny Tamas
evangélikus piispok beszédében a protestansok
egyseégét is szorgalmazta; Palanki Ferenc debrecen-
nyiregyhazi katolikus megyésplispok pedig halajat
fejezte ki, amiért a ,.kalvinista Roméban” nemcsak a
reformatusok érezhetik otthon magukat. Najla Kassab,
a Reformatus Vilagkozosség elndke tobb mint 100
millié reformatus koszontését adta at.

Kozosségiink ereje

,»Az 1d6 bebizonyitotta, hogy ha a dontéshozé
testiiletek 0sszefognak, hatarozataikat valora is tudjak
valtani. Ezért valosulhatott meg a reformatusok
egysége” — nyilatkozta Fekete Karoly tiszantali
plspok a szombat déleldtti  sajtotajékoztaton.
Bogardi Szabo Istvan a Magyarorszagi Reformatus
Egyhaz Zsinatanak lelkészi elnokeként mondott
koszonetet a Tiszantuli Reformatus Egyhdzkeriilet
szervezOmunkadjaért és a vendéglatasért. Beszédében
kiemelte, hogy nem felejthetjiik el azokat, akik
mar nem lehetnek kozottiink, de sokat tettek az
egység kimondasaért, és példajukkal masokat is erre
batoritottak. Papp Laszld polgarmester arrol beszElt,
hogy Debrecen torténelme a 16. szazadtol eggyé valt
a reformatussag torténelmével, a kozos mult pedig a
jelenben és a jovdben is kotelez.

»Az elmult tiz év bebizonyitotta, hogy a
kozosség meg tudja sokszorozni erejét €s olyan
folyamatok indulhattak el, melyekre korabban
nem, vagy csak alig volt lehetoség” — nyilatkozta
Varga Mihdly miniszterelnok-helyettes. Najla
Kassab, a Reformatus Egyhazak Vilagkozosségének
elndke koszontdjében arra figyelmeztetett, hogy a
kozosségilink ereje azokban a dialégusokban van,
amelyek a régiokban torténnek. Krasznai Csaba,
a Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet plispoke az tujraegyesiilés
torténelmi jelentdségét emelte ki. Zan Fabidn Sandor,
a Karpataljai Reformatus Egyhaz piispoke pedig azért
is koszonetet mondott, hogy a szombati szabadtéri
iinnepi istentisztelet gyijtésének a nagydobronyi
Irgalmas Samaritdnus Reformatus Gyermekotthon
lehet a kedvezményezettje.

Forras:
https://www.parokia.hu/v/egyek-lettunk/

i i o4 e s R
Sajtotajékoztatd: Dr. Gonda LaszIo, Najla Kassab,
Dr. Papp Laszlo, Ft. ifj. dr. Fekete Karoly, Varga
Mihaly, Ft. Zan Fabian Sandor, Ft. dr. Bogardi
Szabo Istvan, Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba (balrol-jobbra)
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Calvin Synod Homeland and Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Stefan Istvan Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center and
Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

1. The Szekely Miko Reformed High School in Sepsiszent-
gyorgy is asking financial support for their school.

2. The Backarmadarasi Kis Gergely Reformed High School
in Szekelyudvarhely, Transylvania is asking financial
support for their school.

3. Fund Reformed School and help poor people in
Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee (TRAC)

4. School Fund in Kolozsvar, Transylvania. The School
Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella Nadas.

5. Charitable and Mission Fund is requested for Nagyvarad,
Transylvania, by Rt. Rev. Istvan Csury.

6. Support the Roof Fund in Szekelyudvarhely as requested
by Zsolt Tokes, principal of the school.

7. The Hungarian Reformed Church of Nagykaroly-
Kertvaros (Carei) in Transylvania is asking for donations
for their construction project of a new church building and
parsonage. Further information is available at the following
website: http://kertvaros.freewb.hu

8. Request for financial assistance for Eniko Rozsa in
Fuletek, Transylvania who provides meals for 22 small
children. On the check please write Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

1. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School in
Nagydobrony in their mission work.

2. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for Lazarus” to
feed the hungry in Csap as requested by Rev. Janos Balogh.
3. Center for children's Evangelism Center burned in
Carpatho-Ukrain, which provided spiritual growth for 100s
of children. The BeregCamp workers voluntarily offer their
services. The request is made to us to help the rebuiding of
this center. Donations may be sent to our Synod Treasurer
for this cause.

Please send donations to the Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Kérjiik, hogy adomanyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treasurer
3763 N. Hollingsworth Road, Altadena, CA 91001
Tel: 714-333-5300

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6d6 lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispoki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai

14530 Alexander Road  Walton Hills, OH

revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-221-5334

~N NN
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Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZI0I KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Torok Istvan, Piispokhelyettes
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum és
Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

1. Segitséget kér Cstry Istvan
“Egészséghaz”szamara Nagyvaradon.
2. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap megsegitésére folyamatos
segitséget kér Nadas Gabriella az Iskola Alap koordinatora.
3. ASzékelyudvarhelyi kollégium tetd fedésére segitséget
kér Tékés Zsolt, igazgato.

4. Segitséget kér a Nagykaroly-Kertvaros Reformatus
Egyhazkozsége egy 1j templom és pardka épitéséhez.
Boévebb informaciot kaphatunk a kdvetkezd internetes
oldalon: http://kertvaros.freewb.hu

5. Pénziigyi segitséget kér Rozsa Eniké Marosvasarhelyrol
aki 22 fiatal gyermekrdl gondoskodik minden segitség
nélkiil. A csekkre kérjiik irjak ra Rozsa Enik6 nevét.

lelkipasztor az

UKRAJNA

1. Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” arvahaznak ¢és iskolanak
folyamatos segitségre van sziiksége Nagydobronyban.

2. “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha tdmogatasara kér
segitséget Balogh Janos lelkipasztor, Csap varosaban.

3. Leégett a Karpataljai BeregCamp gyermek evange-
lizacios kozpont 6 épliletének a tetészerkezete. A Bereg-
Cam évente tobb 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztositott lelki
felidiilést. A kozpont munkasai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédiaja. Segitsiik
az otthon ujjacpitését.

22
22
22
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New York, New Jersey, Connecticut

Rev. Leslie E. Martin Melissa Pepin
848.240.1028 732.668.2607
Pennyslvania
Josepk Fabri Jenathan Noser
124.272.9517 724.288.5857
Ohio Ilinois Michigan
Rev. Jozsef Vasarhelyi Andras Demeler Rt. Rev. Ferenc Varga
740.373.3757 847.962.5055 734.783.0609

Hungurian Reformed Federation of America “A Division of GBU

GEU Finamcial Lil=
754 5w Wil Frar Blvel Fittshuegh, PA 1522733 | 1600765 4428 or 412384.5000 | Fax 4128845913 | E-mai: infesqbuong | wwwgbu.og
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235




ISSN 0161-6900
PERIODICAL
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
BUTLER, PA

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes to:

CALVIN SYNOD HERALD
264 Old Plank Road ¢ Butler, PA16002-3810

,.

Sl ?:f?-" -

WILLIAM PENN ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Phone: (412) 231-2979 e Toll-free: 1-800-848-7366
www.whpalife.org




