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“God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
AMERIKAI MAGYAR not perish but have eternal life. For God did
REFORMATUSOK LAPJA not send his Son into the world to condemn the
Volume CXX NOVEMBER — DECEMBER 2019 NO.11-12 world, but to save the world through him”
(John 3:16-17).
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. Christmas is the season of
love. The Christian Church,
besides the love in general, lays
the main emphasis on the love
of God at Christmas. We declare
the love that the heavenly Father
gave and brought to us in His
Son Jesus Christ.

In the birth of Jesus Christ,

Editor in Chief: Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai, Bishop
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH 44146
Tel.: 440-221-5334 « Email: revkrasznai@gmail.com

Co-Editor: Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street « Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel.: 732-634-1751 + Email: revtorok@comcast.net

2y :-:"
S

..

L

in His incarnation, the eternal love of God appears to
Business Manager: Wilburn A. Roby, Jr. humanity. “God so loved the world that he gave his

Interim Hungarian Editor: Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok

264 Old Plank Road ¢ Butler, PA 16002

aner . one and only Son...” This is the good news: God loves
Email: warajr@embargmail.com

this world and everyone in it, including you and me.

Newsletters prepared by: Beata Krasznai The love of the heavenly Father transforms
440-221-2558 - fhrewh@gmail.com our lives in order to become followers of Christ. Just
Newsletters printed by: Novex Systems LLC 216-351-4444 remember when Zaccheus ate dinner with Jesus and
Periodicals postage paid at Butler, PA heard about God’s calling love. This call was for a
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: traitor and rapacious man who obeyed Christ and
CALVIN SYNOD HERALD _
264 Old Plank Rd., Butler, PA 16002-3810 vowed to return all that he had stolen. His life has
y o ) ) ] transformed. Or when Christ appeared to Saul on the
o ol e e s 2y road to Damascus, and heard about God’s love, his life
The views and opinions of the writers are their own and do not was never the same again. He responded in obedience
necessarily represent the position of the magazine or Calvin Synod. to JCSUS’ call to be a messenger Of GOd’S gOOd news to
CALVIN SYNOD HEADQUARTERS: the gentile world. If it happened to these people from
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai : 11 1
14530 Alexander Road « Walton Hills, OH 44146 the Bible, then it is possible for u_s, .tOO' .
Tel.- 440-221-5334 I heard a story at a Christian Conferepce in
Email: revkrasznai@gmail.com Budapest one year after the fall of Communism in
Hungary.
OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS In the middle of the 1960’s in Czechoslovakia
there was a church that was growing. There were
The proper procedure is for all interested ministers to send five presbyters, five spiritual leaders in this church.
their completed PROFILE (as provided by the United Church However, one day something very sad happened.
of Christ) to the Bishop’s office: e The leaders had a fight among themselves. They
started to criticize one another and speak against each
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai - other. They began to slander one another. Therefore,
14530 Alexander Road suspicion and mistrust grew among them.
Walton Hills, OH 44146 But then something wonderful happened.
Tel.: 440-221-5354 « revkrasznai@gmail.com One day Jesus intervened. The Spirit of God spoke
to their hearts and began to show them that they
NN were selfish and proud. So, one presbyter went to the
other presbyter and said, “I am sorry, I was wrong,




CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

forgive me.” That leader was so touched and he went
to another leader. He humbled himself and said, ,,I
have been proud, I said terrible things please forgive
me.” Each went to the other leader. Then all five were
standing front of the congregation. They apologized to
the people in the church, because as leaders, they had
set a wrong example.

This was before the Russians invaded
Czechoslovakia in 1968. When the Russians came
they put immense pressure on the churches. These
five presbyters were arrested. One of the secret police
officers was assigned to interrogate these five men.
They were put into five different cells. The police leader
was very smart. He went to one of the presbyters and
said, “Do you know what your brother, in the other
cell, said about you? He said you are very proud.”
And then he told the presbyter a bunch of lies. Then
he went to the next cell, “Do you know what he said
about you?” Then he went to the next cell, “Do you
know what your two brothers said about you?” And
he went to each one of them spreading lies. He knew
about the problem these five presbyters had before.
He was bringing up the old things from the past. He
wanted to turn them against each other. He knew that
if they did not trust each other, then the Soviet Union
would win, because they could divide the church. The
devil knows that a church that is divided will never
conquer. This officer of the secret police was a tool of
Satan.

However, the five presbyters had two answers.
Number one, each presbyter said, “I do not believe
you. I do not believe that my brother would say
that.” But the second thing they said was even more
powerful and stunning, ,,Even if they did say that,
I forgive them. Even if they told lies about me or
terrible things, I forgive them.” This officer of the
secret police got very angry and frustrated. Then he
got convicted by the Holy Spirit. He brought all five of
these men in one room, and asked, ,,Why do you love
each other so much?” And they told him about Jesus.
That secret police officer got on his knees and gave his
life to Jesus, because he saw the love among the five
presbyters.

The miracle of Christmas is that the heavenly
Father so loved the world, including you and me, that
He gave His one and only Son. That is why we can
profess that Christmas is the season of love. It is the
season of God’s love! It is the celebration of the Love
who became a man so you and I would receive the
forgiveness of sins and God’s love. Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

Are You Ready For Christmas?

A question we’ll undoubtedly hear many
times between now and December 25" is this, “Are
you ready for Christmas?”

I suppose what is really being asked is, “Have
you put up all your Christmas decorations? Have you
finished your Christmas shopping?”’

We meet ourselves coming and going, so we
call it “the Christmas rush.” Sometimes the Christmas
season becomes very hectic, and because of that we
tend to forget much of the reason for the season.

There is a rather moving Christmas story about
a little girl who watched her mother and dad getting
ready for Christmas. To her, it seemed that dad was
preoccupied with putting everything together, and
mom was concerned about the food and presents, and
they just had no time for her. She felt that she was
being pushed aside. In fact, it seemed to her that she
was always being told, “Would you please get out of
the way?”

So, one night she knelt beside her bed and
prayed this prayer, “Our Father who art in heaven,
please forgive us our Christmases as we forgive those
who Christmas against us.”

You see, when I ask the question, “Are you
ready for Christmas?” I’m asking about more than
your activities. I'm asking about your attitudes,
because every once in a while I hear someone say,
“I just can’t get into the Christmas spirit!” Maybe
you’ve said it too.

With that in mind, let’s think once again
about what Christmas really means. Christmas says
that “God became a human being”. God expressed
His love by living among us, by walking with us,
and talking to us. That’s what Christmas means. But
what are the right attitudes we ought to have so that
Christmas can really happen in our homes and in our
lives?

So, for a few minutes let’s turn our attention
to the Christmas story. We read: “This is how the
birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be with child through
the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was
a righteous man and did not want to expose her to
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are

Continued on Page 4



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD
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to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His
people from their sins.’”

I like Joseph. He doesn’t stand in the spotlight
very long, and we don’t know a whole lot about his
life. But Joseph can teach us a lot about attitudes -
attitudes that can make Christmas real in our lives,
too.

Joseph knew that he would marry Mary, and
that they would settle down in Nazareth. He would
continue on in his carpentry business, and they would
live happily together ever after.

But then Mary came to him and said, “Joseph,
I am expecting a baby.” As you can imagine,the news
must have hit Joseph like a bombshell. He thought that
Mary loved him as much as he loved her. But now,
seemingly, she had been unfaithful to him. He knew
the child was not his, and so the only conclusion he
could reach was that she had been unfaithful. She had
broken the bond that existed between them. According
to the law, Mary should be stoned to death. But Joseph
loved her so much that he didn’t want that. So, he
decided to divorce her quietly. As he was thinking
about this, an angel came to Joseph in a dream and in
effect said, “Joseph, trust God. He is in this. You may
not understand all that is happening, but just trust
God and everything will be all right.”

Joseph was evidently a man of faith. But
sometimes, it is hard to live by faith. If God always
does what we expect Him to do, then maybe it’s easy
to have faith. But when God doesn’t do what we
expect, then it’s hard.

Joseph trusted God. Even though he must have
had a list of questions a mile long, he trusted God
because he believed that God’s will was best.

We find ourselves in much the same position
as Joseph. Christmas comes as a time of peace, but
there is conflict. Christmas comes as a time of joy, but
there is so much sadness. Christmas comes as a time
of love, but there is so much hatred in our world.

We cry out, like Joseph must have cried out,
“God, how can this be?” But like Joseph we hear a
still small voice from God saying, “Trust Me.” God’s
ways are not always our ways. His thoughts are higher
than our thoughts, and we may never understand
everything that God is doing this side of heaven, but
God says, “Trust Me, and it will all work out.” And
we need to learn to trust God, too.

The second thing Joseph teaches us is this, “We
need to learn to care about other people.” You know,
Joseph’s assignment was a pretty simple one, and
that is the way we often portray him in our Christmas
plays. We picture Mary looking so angelic. Over here

are the excited shepherds, and over there are the
wise men with their gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. In the midst of them all is the Christ child in
the manger, looking so pure and clean. Over there on
the side stands Joseph. His isn’t a starring role, but
his part is so important. His task is this, “Take care of
Mary and the baby Jesus.” Joseph had the important
role of caring for the needs of others. Christmas came
because Joseph cared about Mary and Jesus. It will
also come for us when we learn to care about others,
too.

Thirdly, Christmas came to Joseph because
Joseph gave. He gave whatever he had to give. He
didn’t know that after Jesus was born that he would
have to take Mary and the baby into Egypt. He didn’t
know that he would be separated from his home town
and his loved ones there for a long period of time. He
didn’t know all the demands that would be made on
his time and his pocketbook. But whatever God asked
of him, Joseph freely gave.

That is what Christmas is, isn’t it? When God
gave Himself Christmas happened. When Joseph gave
himself Christmas happened. There is nothing wrong
with giving gifts, but the greatest gift is the gift of
love.

Are you ready for Christmas? I don’t know if
you will be able to get all your shopping done or not. I
don’t know if you will be able to attend all the events
you want to attend.

But I hope that you are ready in attitude. I hope
you are ready for the real spirit of Christmas to come,
because if you’re ready for that, it will happen. It will
happen in the greatest way of all.

Jesus Christ stands before us today, inviting us
to make important decisions about our lives and our
eternity. He extends His nail pierced hands and says,
“I have given My all for you. Will you give your all to
Me?”

Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok

are youRmeady for
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Of Taxes, Swaddling Clothes and Sheep
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Text: Luke 2:1-14

QOGO
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Jesus was a real person, born into the real
world. He is not born into some fantasy play or science
fiction world. This is no simulated drama. The boy
child of Bethlehem entered the world of fact and fate,
of nature and history.

St. Luke describes this real world—a world of
governmental demands, of occupation by a foreign
military power, of enforced head counts and unjust
taxes. The evangelist tells of hard travel on foot only
to find overcrowded inns. Nearby hard-bitten field
hands herded sheep 24/7.

So the occasion we observe, December 25,
flows not from some private, mystic vision. We
celebrate not some general feelings of goodwill or
even some high-minded ideals about peace, love
and justice. We encounter real history with unique
dimensions.

We learn again of the God who creates stone,
in the child of Bethlehem pillowing a head upon it.
The God who makes covenant with an ancient people,
now becomes one of their tribe. Into the real world
he came. The poet, T. S Eliot, describes it in “The
Journey of the Magi™:

.. . and the night fires giving out

and the lack of shelter

and the cities hostile and towns unfriendly and
the villages dirty and charging high prices;

a hard time we had of it.

Jesus entered a world of registration, census
and taxes. A peasant couple go to the tribal heritage
town to be counted. Why? Because they are valued
citizens? No. Just so Augustus Caesar can build
another viaduct from the taxed income. The couple
must travel several days’ journey. Over rocky terrain
on foot they came, the young woman in the final stages
of pregnancy.Into this real world the Bethlehem child
comes.

And this shall be a sign for you. What sign?
Bands of cloth and a baby lying in a feed trough.

The mother washed him and cut the umbilical
cord. (Did some mid-wife from the town appear?) She
salted him down to prevent infection and wrapped him
in bands of cloth. Then she laid him in the hay. It was
the best cradle she had.

Why these signs? Signs of what? Signs of hope
in the real world. Not a castle but a cave. Not silk from

the Orient, but peasant linen. Not an heirloom but a
basin where the cattle stooped to feed.

Messiah? The anointed one in royal David’s
line came to deliver the people. But the family find
no shelter. They speak an up-country Galilean accent.
They have no Discover or American Express cards to
reserve a room. He enters the real world of rejection—
rather like foreclosure. They wrapped him in peasants’
cloth and laid him in a cradle borrowed from the
beasts.

The beasts? Sheep. Guided by sheep herders,
an arduous, boring, ill-paying, round the clock
occupation. Not jobs high on the social scale. We’re
told shepherds were regarded as a surly, unruly lot,
that could not testify in court since their word could
not be trusted.

And the sheep? Well, sheep were still sheep.
Vulnerable to wolf, lion, serpent. Prone to wander off.
Still needing to be tended even while a special baby
was born nearby. The shepherds, for all their ecstasy,
had to return to their chores in the fields.

So while Mary ponders these things in her
heart, she does what mothers have done before and
since, at 4:00 a.m. in response to an insistent cry,
changing and nursing. Joseph is not of much help
since the Bethlehem market did not stock Nestle baby
formula.

It remained the real world, though as Martin
Luther said, “No bishop’s crook was ever so blessed
as theirs.”

Still into the real world the Savior comes. To
the world stalked by hunger and thirst. To a world
where violence reigns near Bethlehem in Syria and
Egypt, where injustice reigns in Gaza and the West
Bank. To this nation with its political restlessness and
widespread homelessness.

What will we do? We may do what the wisest
person in the story does. Mary ponders these things
deep within her nurturing breast; a Savior for the real
world, not just a warm feeling in the heart. A Savior
pulled from her womb joining the real world to save
us from all our dead ends, from all our empty deaths.

Ponder! Ponder his coming to our real world,
to your world, to mine.

As someone has put it:

Who would think that what was needed
to transform and save the earth

might not be a plan or army, proud in
purpose, proved in worth?

Who would think, despite derision
That a child should lead the way?

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5
God surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas Day.
(John Bell, Graham Maule)

In the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Rev. Dr: David B. Bowman

Let Us Exalt our Christian and
Hungarian Symbols!

General Hungarzan Reformed Schools
in the Carpathian Basin

It was a special school opening ceremony
for the General Hungarian Reformed Schools of the
Carpathian Basin celebrated on August 31 in Pecs,
Hungary. Representatives from the mother country, as
well as Hungarian church leaders from the Highlands
(Slovakia), Subcarpathia, (Ukraine), Erdély (Romania),
and Voivodina (Serbia and Croatia) partook, in addition
the Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, the Bishop of the
Calvin Synod, represented the American Hungarians.
It was a day of Thanksgiving, since a new school
building was also dedicated.

In his inaugural speech, the Principal of the
Reformed Schools and Educational Institutes, the Rev.
Dr. Peter Kadar referred to the importance of symbols,
that were originally a kind of confessions, in front of
which solders took vows as a token of their loyalty
toward the imperator. Christians recited the creeds to
confess their loyalty to Christ and their fellowship in
God’s household. The Greek expression for symbol
(symbolon) means compiler and converger of broken
parts into a unity.

The Rev. Dr. Peter Kadar emphasized the
unifying symbols: ,,The nationwide opening of the
Reformed Schools signifies our firm commitment to
continue our mission in making disciples as being

ourselves disciples of Jesus. At the same time, we
demonstrate our strong bond together, as members of
one Body, performing our Christian destiny that we
had taken from the Lord. The flags of our schools are
also symbols testifying the rich heritage and special
mission of the greater communities from generation
to generation. The general school opening ceremony
makes our unity visible and reveals the growing
network of schools of the Hungarian Reformed
Church during the last three decades - both in our
homeland, and beyond the borders.

The symbols are decorative motifs in our new
school building — by the support of the parents of our
students. A big Christ-monogram (Christogram) is
placed next to the logo of our College in the main
auditorium, and several Christian symbols such as
snake, dove, fish, sun-disk, and lion are displayed
on the walls. (According to the Hungarian Protestant
schooling traditions, term ’College’ means a school
center with different educational levels.) These visual
signs may call the attention of the students to find out
the meaning of these biblical symbols. The visible
impressions may deepen their comprehension and
may raise questions.

—

i
oleme, €n elkidelek ks, mint jubskar o faksso ki

.

The auditorium of the new school building with
Christogram, the logo of the school, the national
and church flags, the almond tree representing
the Hungarians all over the world, as well as the
emblems of the founding Church Classis and the
College. (Picture: Andrea Melegh)

The decorative symbols of the Reformed
School (,,Refi”) in Pecs represent the togetherness
of the local church communities and the Hungarian
Reformed communities around the world. The
historic emblem of the Reformed Classis of Baranya
became the emblem of our College. The blooming
almond tree may refer to the blooming rod of Aaron,
but it also reminds us of the special award of the
Europe tree that was presented to Pecs city in 2019.
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The names of cities, among them Cleveland Ohio,
are exhibited in the school building, places from
where significant donations were received. The
donations of the Reformed churches in Cleveland
area (2,5 million Hungarian forints) will serve to
build a kitchen workshop. We are very grateful to our
American Hungarian brethren for this donation!

Cleveland OH

Laské

Nagyenyed

Toronto, ON S

Another marks of places refer to our sister
church school in Tiszapeterfalva (today Ukraine) and
in Lasko (South Baranya, today Croatia), where the
famous Reformer, the Rev Mihaly Sztarai was the
preacher. A Secler Pole (kopjafa) and a memorial
tree are also dedicated today in remembrance of our
historic secretful togetherness.”

The c"ler.Poler (kopjafa) W
Hoppal, Chair of the School Board and Member of

the Hungarian Parliament
(Picture: pecsma.hu)

A $

as dedicated by Dr. Peter

It was an uplifting ceremony after the opening
worship service, officiated by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba
Krasznai, Bishop ofthe Calvin Synod, the Rt. Rev. Peter
Szenn, Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church in
Croatia, as well as the Rev. Balint Gyorfi, Dean of
Baranya Classis, The inaugural was performed by Dr.
Peter Hoppal, Member of the Hungarian Parliament,
the Chair of the School Board. Finally, the Church
and political leaders cut the three-color-ribbons to
open the new school to the students, symbolically.

[ Sy : \t_\l

Dedication of the new school building with God's
word, prayer, and blessing. The Right Reverend
Dr. Csaba Krasznai (left) and the Right Reverend
Peter Szenn, the Bishop of the Hungarian Church in
Croatia (right) (Picture: reformatus.hu)

Cutting the national ribbon. (from left to right): Dr.
Peter Hoppal Chair of the School Board, the Rev.
Balint Gyorfi Dean, Dr. Jozsef Bodis State Secretary
of the Cultural Ministry, the Rt. Rev. Istvan Szabo
Bishop the President of the Synod of the Hungarian
Reformed Church, the Rev. Dr. Peter Kadar the
President of the School. (Second line): Dr. Pal
Huszar Chief Elder of the Synod of the Hungarian
Reformed Church, the Rev. Peter Sumegi Chief
Notary of the Classis, and the Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba
Krasznai, Bishop of the Calvin Synod.
(Picture: pecsma.hu)

Continued on Page 8
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This new school year would cover the period
of the Year of the National Togetherness (that is the
100th anniversary of the Treaty of Trianon). That
would be a great opportunity to refresh our confession
and knowledge on our Christian and Hungarian
symbols in order that we may lead our youth and
students to the ,,flag of the precious Lamb” the Lord,
as committed Christians and patriots. These symbols
may strengthen the believers in a time of frustration
in Europe and they may challenge the non-believers
in an errant world. Whether we exalt or abolish our
confessing symbols, it will determine the destiny and
the future of today’s generation, not only here on earth
but at the final assembly, in heaven.

Dr. Péeter Kadar
Executive Director
Reformed School in Pecs

Four viewpoints to understand

the Bible better

Scripture reading: Luke 24:13-27. Text: Jesus
said: ““You search the scriptures because you think
that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that
testify on my behalf.”” John 5:39.

On the second Sunday of Advent we usually
draw the Bible closer to our hearts because the
WRITTEN WORD (logos) bears witness to the
INCARNATE WORD. Please read John 1:14/a: “And
the Word became flesh and lived among us.” When
we understand the Holy Scriptures more clearly we
also understand more clearly Christ’s mission, death,
and resurrection. This time, please, meditate on these
four viewpoints which hopefully will elucidate the
interpretation of the Bible.

THE LITERAL AND
INTERPRETATION.

It should be obvious there are parts of the Holy
Scripture we should interpret as it was written, for
instance: “‘But the one who endures to the end will
be saved.”” Matthew 24:13. However, this promise
should be taken only figuratively: “‘And these signs
will accompany those who believe . . . they will pick
up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly
thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands
on the sick, and they will recover.”” Mark 16:17/a-18.
There are several similar passages in the Bible.

DIRECT AND INDIRECT ACTIONS.

This instruction is direct and straightforward:
...°Go into all the world and proclaim the good news
to the whole creation.”” Mark 16:15. However, “God

FIGURATIVE

13

did extraordinary miracles through Paul.” Acts of
Apostles 19:11. Also: “For I will not venture to speak
of anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me to win obedience from the Gentiles — by
word and deed” Romans 15:18. Our heavenly Father
may use special events or special people and through
them He can carry out His will. We cannot expect God
to intervene in our behalf directly and immediately
whenever we wish.

WE SHOULD CONSIDER THE
SCIENTIFIC LEVEL OF THE FIRST CENTURY.

The overwhelming majority of the people in
the first century did not attend school and they could
not read or write. “Scribes” were the scientists at
that time. This is the reason Jesus used parables. The
general belief was the “spirits” dominated the world
and influenced people. Please see Acts of Apostles
19:12 and Ephesians 6:12. Sickness was attributed to
evil spirits. How many of us understand today Albert
Einstein’s theory of relativity and how the subatomic
particles work? The laws of the physical world and
the laws of the spiritual world are different. We cannot
explain the complexity of the spiritual life using the
laws of physics.

ONLY THROUGH THE POSITIVE CAN
WE COMPREHEND THE NEGATIVE.

Yes, there are questionable statements even in
the New Testament, for instance, Jesus said: “‘For just
as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly
of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights
the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth.””
Matthew 12:40. Good Friday, Saturday, and Easter
Sunday could be counted as three days but between
them, there are not three nights. The greatest miracle
1s Jesus’ resurrection, without it the New Testament
would collapse, and if the resurrection could take
place so could other miracles regardless of how
they were recorded. If someone is able to carry 100
pounds, there is no question he will be able to carry
any load between one and ninety-nine pounds.

The “inspiration” of the Bible is not “dictation”
to the holy writers. Human thoughts and words carry
the divine message and we have to “peel off” what
is human. Apostle Paul was correct: “All scripture is
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, so
that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
Please read also 2 Peter 1:20-21.

Rev. Alexander Jalso



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

UNITED STATES S of O hip, M. and Cir
B postat service (All Periodicals Publications Except R Publicati
T Pubication e CALVIN SYNOD HERALD 2 Publication Numger 3. Filing Date
(AMm MHGYAR REF LMPIA) lv[slg|]2]ele] | 72-1-2012
4. Issue Frequency 5. Number of Issues Published Annually | 6. Annual Subscription Price
BL-monrwey & Y5 .00
7. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication (Nof printer) (Street, city, county, state, and ZIP+4%)

/4530 ALEXHNDER ROAD
WALTON HILs, oH #4/%é
> amﬁ"i"“ﬁ“é‘?"‘?ﬁ“c?xex KRASENR], BISHor
. . ‘ 1. 0.
IN§30 ALEXRNDER S 5
WALTON HitLs, oH wwé
9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Mdremes of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor (Do not leave blank)

PRSI o, KenSENAl

INS30 ALEAANOER
WALTON mu‘ 0h’ mwi

Editor (Name
BT REVBR™, cncu &, Jernszusl
H‘Ja ALEXAND #
WALTON NILLS, aﬂ AWNL
Mana Editor (Name and complete
wﬂr REV. DE. asdsn o. m-.»sznm
14580 ALESANDE
WHLTON HieLs, mv 44/4/4

10 Owner (Dginot leave blan. I the oy
ing or holding 1 percent or more of the tofal amount of stock. ot owned by a corporation, give the
ng 1 per
Fowned give its name and address as weil as those of
h ication is i2 mmmmuanduddhss)

Full Name Completo Mailing Address
CALVIN SYNOD UNITED CRVREN oF CHRIST | 19530 MLERANDER ROND
WHLION HILLs, oH 4Y1¥6

11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding 1 Percent or More of Total Amount of Bonds, Morigages, or
Other Securities. If none, check box  —————————————————————» & None

Full Name Address
12. Tax Status (For i 7 i heck one)
The purpose, function, of this organization and i tax purposes:

O Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Monihs
O Has Changed During Preceding 12 Months (I

PS Form 3526, July 2014 [Page 1 of J PSN: PRIVACY NOTICE: See our privacy policy on Www.usps.com.
13. Publication Title 14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below
cHLvING SYNOD HERRLD 10 )-2019

15. Extont and Nature of Circulation Average No. Copies | No. Copies of Single
Each Issue During | Issue Publishod
Precading 12 Months | Nearest to Filing Date

a. Total Number of Copies (et press run) So0 . Soo
. Mailed O Paid ipt i '.
()| Maie o S ooe ! oo 35! 3%

b. Paid y

Circuation | (2| M id Subscriptions Stated on PS Form 3641

(By Mail g

and

Quiside | (ay| Paid Distibution Outside the Maiks Including Sales Through Dealers and Carrers,

Mai) ‘Street Vendors, Counter Sales, and Other Paid Distribution Outside USPS®

()| Paid Distribution by Other Ciasses of Mail Through the USPS
(e.g., FirstClass Mail®)

. Total Paid Distribution [Sum of 15b (1), (2), (3), and (4)] » 35/ 396
d. Free or i i

Nominar | ("] Freeer ¥

o ——

Distribution |(2)| Free In-County Copies Included 3541

(By Mail

s

' Free or Nominal Rate Gopies Mailed at Other Classes Through the USPS
Quiside, || (o, First Css Mai) o

(i || FreeorNominal Rate Distribution Outside the Mail (Cariers or other means)

e. Total Free or Nominal Rate Distribution (Sum of 15 (1), (2), (3) and (4) Y4 50

f. Total Distribution (Sum of 15¢ and 156) . . Yol 396

. Copies not Distributed (See Instructions o Publishers #4 (page #3)) } 77 ,pl/

h. Total (Sum of 15f and o) s§00 500

" (7o aniaed oy 11times 100 > §7.531% |87.3714 %

“if you are iaiming electronic copies, go 1 line 16 on page 3. I you are not daiming electronic copies, skip to line 17 on page 3.

UNITED STATES of O ip. and Ci
POSTAL SERVICE » (All Periodi Publicati R Publi
. Y - Average No. Copies | No. Copies of Single.
Each lssue During | Issue Published
Procoding 12 Months | Nearest to Fillng Date
a. Paid Elecironic Copies »
5. Total Paid Print Coples (Lin 15¢) + Paid Elecronc Copies (e 160) »
o Tom i 180)+ Peld Elecronc Coples (Line 108) »
o (o Prnes 16 x 1000 »
O cortity that 50% y (oloc price.
7. Publication of
X ithe publication is " irea. [ Publication not required.
inthe MOV DEC ROIF issue ot this pubiication
18. Signature and Titie of Editor, Publisher, Business Manager, or Owner DHIA‘
Bstosr A. /Z;f/d BUSINESS  marwéeR 10-1-201F
1 certify that all information fumished on- mplete. | fals ng form.
or o e (inciuding fines indor civil sancii
(Including vl penaities).

Contact Person

W/LBURN A- RoBY IR.
Telephone (Include code)
|7zv- 2 t:-?:fs 7

AHRPA Recommendations Committee Report 2019: Wilburn Roby, Chairman
It is recommended that:
1. A copy of these recommendations be mailed/emailed to the attention of the Secretary

of the Consistory and be read to the congregation of all of our churches. Further, it is
d that these rec dations be published in the Calvin Synod Herald.

2. The Vice Presidents gather from each church in their districts an updated list of church
chief elders, consistory secretaries and/or a designated contact person’s mailing address
and/or email address.

3. The Presbyters’ Association will donate $100 annually to the Youth Camp.
4. The Presbyters’ Association will donate $100 to the Trenton Mission Trip when they go.

5. Our churches do whatever they can do to support the Bethlen Museum and Archives
which man include a Bethlen Sunday.

6. The AHRPA Treasurer will send out a notice by mail/email in January to all of our
churches that their annual dues are $3. 00 per Presbyter. Included with this
notice/email should be the AHRPA Treasurer's name and address. The President’s
invitation to the AHRPA Conference should also include a reminder of the annual dues
per Presbyter.

7. Our churches should inform each other by mail, email, or other technology, upcoming
Hungarian cultural and other church events in a timely manner so that we may support
each other’s events.

8. Lay leadership in all churches should attend their classis meetings, synod conferences
and workshops so that they may grow in their faith journey to be better prepared to
serve the Lord.

9. As a reminder, all churches should reach out to their communities for service and
mission to God.

10. Bylaw 6. THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE be amended to read as follows: The highest
hority of the byters’ Association is the Annual Conference, to be held yearly in
Ligonier, Pennsylvania at the Bethlen Home.

1. NAME
The official name of the national organization for the presbyters of the Hungarian
Reformed Churches of America is: “THE AMERICAN HUNGARIAN REFORMED
PRESBYTERS’ ASSOCIATION,” also known as AHRPA.

2. SEAL
Circularly: American Hungarian Reformed Presbyters’ Association. In the center of the
Seal is an open Bible, under it, the year of organization: 1946.

3. AIM

The aim of the National Presbyters’ Association is to unite the Hungarian Reformed
Presbyters of America in one organization in order to strengthen the feeling of fraternal
unity; to face the common problems with a united front, striving to find solutions and
plan united actions at the annual conferences; to aid the work of the Hungarian
Reformed congregations more effectively; in general — to endeavor to make the
Hungarian Reformed Churches in America better and more efficient instruments of the
spreading of the Kingdom of God on earth.

4. MEMBERS
Any presbyterium or any presbyter of any of the Hungarian Reformed Churches all over
the American Continent may become a member if the aim and By-Laws of the American
officers; Reformed Presbyters’ Association are willingly accepted.

5. MEMBERSHIP DUES
In case of institutional membership, a fee of three dollars ($3.00) is to be paid per
presbyter by the treasurer of the congregation; in the case of individual membership,
three dollars ($3.00) should be paid by each presbyter of any Hungarian Reformed
congregation.

6. THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The highest authority of the Presbyters’ Association is the Annual Conference, to be held
yearly in Ligonier, Pennsylvania, at the Bethlen Home.

7. ORDER OF DISCUSSION
The agenda of the Annual Conference shall be:

¢ Open with hymn and prayer

Reports of the officers

Discussion of reports

Selection of committees

Lectures

Reports of Committees

Close with hymn and prayer

Continued on Page 10
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13.

14,

15.

Continued from Page 9

. COMMITTEES

The Annual Conference decides on the number of committees and selects the members.
At present, there are the following committees:

e Executive Committee — which consists of the officers of the Association

¢ Auditing Committee

® Resolutions Committee

¢ Nominating Committee
These committees function only during the Conference with the exception of the
Executive Committee.

Committees appointed by the President:
e Charity Committee
e Press Committee

The President shall fill any vacancy in any elected or appointed committee. The
President may, on occasion, invite committees to the Executive Committee meetings.

. OFFICERS

The officers of the Association are as follows:
e President
® Associate President
e Four Vice-Presidents: one each from the Eastern, Central, Lakeside, and Western
Districts.
e Treasurer
e Secretary
e Two Controllers

Officers are elected by the Annual Conference for a term of two years. No one can serve
more than two terms in succession. The officers of the Association form the Executive
Committee, which administers the Association’s affairs from Conference to Conference.

. PRESIDENT

The President selects and prepares the agenda, presides at the Annual Conference, and
provides for order at the sessions.

. ASSOCIATE PRESIDENT

The Associate President is always the President of the American Hungarian Reformed
Ministerial Association in America, with the same legal authority as the President of the
Association at the meetings, who at the same time is representing the fellowship ties
between the Ministerial Association and the Presbyters’ Association.

. FOUR VICE PRESIDENTS

The primary responsibility of the District Vice President is to organize an effective
District meeting that would implement the resolutions of the Annual Conference and
seek input for the next National Conference.

TREASURER
The Treasurer has charge of the treasury of the Association and furnishes reports of the
income and expenses to the Executive Committee and the Annual Conference.

SECRETARY
The Secretary records the minutes of all meetings and is entrusted with their
safekeeping.

TWO CONTROLLERS
The Controllers audit the assets of the Association and make their report to the Annual
Conference.

16. DISTRICTS

Districts are to be organized according to the geographical needs and locations. The
National District Vice Presidents preside at all District meetings and prepare its agenda.
All other officers are elected by the District.

17. OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

Hungarian or English is the accepted language either spoken or written.

18. VOTING

All members present, having their dues paid up prior to voting, are qualified to vote.

19. DISSOLUTION

The American Hungarian Reformed Presbyters’ Association is dissolved if less than five
congregations are represented in it by institutional membership. In this case, the
assets are turned over to the Bethlen Home in Ligonier, Pennsylvania.

20. AMENDMENTS

A motion to amend these By-Laws may be made at the Annual Conference. A two-thirds
majority of presbyters present is needed for approval.

These By-Laws were amended and accepted at the 73% Annual Conference of the
American Hungarian Reformed Presbyters’ Association on August 24 and 25, 2019.

~N NN
~N NN

Boldog Karacsonyi
Unnepeket Kivanunk!

Wishing you a Merry Christmas

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
Pittsburgh, PA ¢ Founded 1886
1-800-848-7366 * www.wpalife.org
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Isten megvalto szeretete

., Ugy szerette Isten a vilagot, hogy egysziilott
Fiat adta, hogy aki hisz obenne, el ne
vesszen, hanem orok élete legyen. Mert Isten
nem azért kiildte el a Fiut a vilagba, hogy
elitélje a vilagot, hanem hogy
udvoziiljon a vilag altala.”

(Janos 3:16-17)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gytilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

Kardcsony a szeretet
tinnepe. A Keresztyén Egyhaz
| kar4dcsonykor a f6 hangsulyt az
Isten irantunk valo szeretetére
_ helyezi. Azt a szeretetet
R hirdetjiik, amit Fiaban, Jézus
?‘ Krisztusban adott €s hozott el
b, nekiink.

Jézus Krisztus sziiletésében, testet oltésében,
Istennek az emberiség iranti végtelen szeretete jelenik
meg. ,, Ugy szerette Isten a vilagot, hogy egysziilott
Fiat adta érte...” Milyen csodas orOmhir ez: Isten
szereti ezt a vilagot, és benne minden embert, koztiik
téged is €s engem is.

A mennyei Atya szeretete megvaltoztatja az
¢letlinket azért, hogy Krisztus kovetdivé valjunk,
ha hagyjuk. Csak gondoljunk Zikeusra, aki egyiitt
vacsorazott Jézussal és, aki hallott Isten szeretetd
hivasarol. Ez az elhivas egy arulonak és pénzhajhasz
embernek szolt, aki engedelmeskedett Krisztus
hivasanak és visszaadta azt a pénzt, amit ellopott.
Az ¢élete gyOkeresen megvaltozott. Vagy ott van
Saul, aki a damaszkuszi Uton talalkozott Krisztussal
¢és hallott Isten szeretetérdl, és az élete gyOkeresen
megvaltozott. Valaszolt Jézus hivasara ¢és az Gromhir
vivoje lett a pogany vilag felé. Ha ez lehetséges volt
ezeknek az embereknek, akkor nekiink is lehetséges.

A  kovetkezd torténetet egy keresztyén

konferencian hallottam, Budapesten egy évvel a
kommunizmus bukdsa utan.

Az 1960-as évek kozepén Csehszlovéakiaban
volt egy novekvd gyiilekezet, melynek 6t presbiter, 6t
lelkivezetd alltaz élén. De egy napon veszekedés indult
el a presbiterek kozott. Elkezdték kritizalni egymast
¢s egymas ellen beszéltek. Mindenféle ragalmakat
terjesztettek a masikrél. Egyre inkdbb ndvekedett a
gyanakvas és a bizalmatlansag a gyiilekezetben.

Azonban Jézus egy nap kozbelépett és Isten
Lelke elkezdte megmutatni nekik, hogy 0©nzdk
¢s biiszkék voltak. Egy id6 utdn azonban valami
csodalatos dolog tortént. Odament az egyik presbiter a
masikhoz és azt mondta: ,,Nagyon sajnalom, tévedtem,
bocsdss meg nekem.” Ez nagyon megérintette a
presbitert és odament egy harmadikhoz. Megalazta
magat €s azt mondta: ,,Biiszke voltam, rossz dolgokat
mondtam, bocsass meg nekem.” Igy sorba mentek
oda egymashoz. Azutdn mind az 6ten a gyiilekezet elé
alltak és bocsanatot kértek a tagoktol, mert belattak,
hogy mint vezetdk rossz példat mutattak.

A torténet 1968 eldtt jatszodott, mieldtt az
oroszok bejottek volna Csehszlovakidba. Amikor
az oroszok megszalltak az orszagot komoly iildozés
kezdddott a gyiilekezetek ellen. Ezt az 6t presbitert
is letartoztattdk és a titkos renddrség egyik vezetdjét
biztdk meg, hogy kikérdezze és vallassa ki 6ket. Ot
kiilonboz6 cellaba kertiltek. Ez a titkos rendér nagyon
ravasz volt. Odament az egyikhez ¢s azt kérdezte:
,Tudod, hogy mit mondott a keresztyén testvéred, aki
a masik celldban van? Azt mondta, hogy te nagyon
biiszke vagy.” Es még kiegészitette tobb hazugsaggal
is. Aztan a masik celldhoz ment, és azt mondta:
,»Tudod, hogy mit mondott az a masik rolad?” Utdna a
kovetkezd cellahoz ment €s ezt mondta: ,, Tudod, hogy
az a masik ketté mit mondott rolad?” Igy ment mind
az 6thoz, ¢s terjesztette a kiilonb6z6 hazugsagokat,
mert tudott arrdl, hogy mi tortént korabban koztiik.
A régi idokbdl hozta el a rossz emlékeket. Szerette
volna egymas ellen hangolni a presbitereket, mert ha

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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Folytatas a 11. oldalrol

nem biznak egymadsban, akkor a Szovjet kormany
elképzelése gy6zott volna, és Ujra meghasonlas,
megoszlas férkdzott volna kozéjiik és a gylilekezetbe.
Az 0rdog nagyon jol tudja, hogy egy megosztott
gylilekezet soha nem lesz diadalmas. Ez a titkos
renddr a satannak egyik jol hasznalhat6 eszkoze volt.

Azonban az Ot presbiter —kiilon-kiilon— a
kovetkezd két valaszt adta a titkos renddrnek. Az els6
ez volt: ,Nem hiszek onnek. Nem hiszem, hogy a
keresztyén testvérem ezt mondta volna.” A masik, amit
mondtak még ennél is megdobbentdbb volt: ,,Még
ha ezt is mondtak volna, én akkor is megbocsatok
nekik. Még ha hazugsagot mondtak volna is, azt is
megbocsatom nekik.” A renddr erre zavarba jott,
mérges ¢s teljesen tandcstalan lett. A Szentlélek
azonban elkezdett munkéalkodni benne is. Egy
szobaba hozatta az 6t presbitert és megkérdezte toliik:
LMiért szeretik maguk ennyire egymast?” Es akkor
ezek a gyiilekezeti vezetdk beszéltek neki Jézusrol.
Akkor a titkosrenddérség vezetdje térdeire hullott és
atadta életét Jézus Krisztusnak, mert meglatta, hogy
mennyire szeretik egymast ezek az emberek.

Karacsony csodaja az, hogy a mennyei Atya
annyira szereti ezt a vilagot, benne téged is €s engem
is, hogy Egysziilott Fiat adta érte. Ezért mondhatjuk,
hogy karacsony a szeretet tinnepe. Isten szeretetének
iinnepe! Annak a Szeretetnek az linnepe, aki azért lett
emberré€, hogy te €s én is —hit altal- blinbocsanatban
és Isten szeretetében részesiiljiink! Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Pedig mi azt hittiik...

Azt gondolom, ez az egyik leggyakoribb
mondas, vagy kisz6las, ami az emberiség torténelme
soran elhangzott. Kiralyokrol, politikusokrol... olyan
jol indult, azért valasztottuk 6t, mert azt hittiik, hogy...
Aztan ifjak mondtak keserves csalodassal: Milyen
csodalatosan indult a kapcsolatunk, azt hittem, hogy
megtalaltam az igazit... Es gyiilekezetek is mondtak
lelkipasztorrdl — €s viszont — hogy milyen mas volt,
azt hittiik, hogy végre megtaldltuk az idedlisat... Az
emberiség torténelme — csalodasok torténelme.

Ezek utan felmertil egy botrankoztatdéan nagy
kérdés: Lehet-e vajon csalodni az Istenben? LEHET!
Miel6tt ledobnad az 0jsagot Kedves Olvasom, hadd
magyardzzam meg! A szent, igaz Istenrdl azt mondja
a Biblia: ,Minden végzése tokéletes.” Hat akkor...?
Nos, lehet csalodni a balvany istenekben, és bizony
ma is vannak balvanykaink, ott a sziviink legmélyén.

Es kell egy isten — igy, kis ,,i” betfivel — akit meg lehet
kérni arra, hogy azt tegye, amit én akarok. Jaj, hany
keresztyén irta mar at a ,Mi Atyankot” titokban ily
modon: ,,J6jjon el a Te orszagod, és legyen meg az
EN akaratom... — legalabb itt, a f6ldon, az én kicsi,
am nagyon fontos vilagomban. Es bizony csalodik
minden ember — a maga gyartotta istenében. Mert a
balvanyban csak csalddni lehet! Igen, igen, balvany...,
mert a balvany egy olyan targya az imadatnak, és a
hédolatnak, amelyet EN hordozok, én diszitgetek — €s
cserébe kérem, hogy tegye meg az EN akaratomat!

Ezt becsiiletesen ki is mondtdk az Emmusi
tanitvanyok Jézusnak... Es most, ugyan nem husvét
jon, hanem karédcsony, szeretném a Kedves Olvasot —
¢s magamat — megkimélni a csalodéstol. Emlékszem,
mikor kicsi voltam, nagyon szegények voltunk, és
karacsonyra csak egy spiral kottafiizetet kaphattam...
Nagyot csalédtam, mert tudtam ugyan, hogy sziileim
szegények, na de azért ennyinél tobb is lehetne.
Gyerekek millioi irnak kardcsonyi — vagy ,,Santa
Claus” — kérdlevelet, nagy és szép kérésekkel telve.
Aztan jOn az iinnep, és bizony... bizony... nem igazan
az van a fa alatt — vagy a kis csizmaban — amit kértek.

Kérlek tehat, Kedves Testvérem, ugy késziilj
a karacsonyra, hogy ne kelljen csalodnod — Istenben
sem! Van itt, Amerikdban egy nagyon szép mozgalom,
a ,,Promise Keepers ...” Nos, hadd erdsitsem meg én
is, hogy Isten a legnagyobb ,,Promise Keeper”, és
mindig teljesiti azt, amit igér. De kérem, hogy nagyon
figyelj a mondatra: azt teljesiti, amit O megigért — és
nem azt, amit mi elvarunk téle. Megigérte, hogy lesz
a megtért, 0jjasziiletett embereknek Orok élete, de
nem igérte meg, hogy — ,,jo az Isten jot 4d” — alapon
mindenkit mintegy besdpdr a Mennyorszagba. Hiszen
ha igy lenne, akkor nem kellett volna a golgotai véres
kereszten meghalnia a Fidnak... Azt is megigérte, hogy
,»imé, minden nap veletek leszek a vilag végéig...” De
a mondatnak, illetve igéretnek vannak olyan részei
is, hogy “E vilagon nyomorusagotok lesz...” és nem
szabad errdl sem elfelejtkezniink.

Sokan idézik Jakab apostol 4. részeébdl
boldogan: “Alljatok ellene az ordognek, és elfut
téletek...” De elfelejtik — vagy el akarjdk felejteni —
a mondat elejét: “Engedelmeskedjetek az Istennek...
¢és utana allhattok ellene az 6rdognek. A végtelenségig
sorolhatnank ezeket a keresztyén ‘“csalddas-
torténeteket.”

Kozeledik a karacsony — és ADVENT van,
amit “varakozasnak™ szoktunk — leegyszerlisitve —
forditani. Senki nem fog csalddni, ha valdoban azt —
vagy pontosabban — OT varja, akit Isten megigért sok
ezer éve mar.

Persze kérem, hogy senki ne értse félre:
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Advent, kardcsony, husvét, piinkosd... nem afféle
VALLASOS dolgok, amikrdl ilyenkor tajt illik
beszélni. Hadd sugjam meg, hogy jelen sorok irdja
ugyan lelkipasztor, aki teologiat végzett, és fel is
szentelték... De mindig dolgozott a polgari életben, itt
Amerikaban példaul korroziovédelmi kutatdémérnok
volt... Tehat mint ember, mint testvéretek az Urban,
is arra biztatlak titeket, hogy bizzatok Istenben, és
higgyetek az igéreteinek. Hetven éves vagyok, ebbdl
otven éve jarok mar az Ur tjan... Isten minden igérete
beteljesedett az ¢életemben. Pedig voltak rettenetes
1d6szakok, amikor tényleg e vilagban nyomorusagunk
volt... Megalltunk négy honapos gyermekiink
koporso6janal, és mas kemény dolgok is torténtek. De
mindig — értsétek meg: MINDIG — megtapasztaltuk,
hogy Jézus Krisztusban Isten beteljesitette igéretét:
»lmé, én minden napon veletek vagyok a vilag
végezetéig.”

M¢égegy utols6 —korakaracsonyi, vagy adventi
— gondolat: Az ember — egy csodalatos teremtmény,
és egy ,.csodalatosan” 6nzd lény. Késziiljiink most
— advent heteiben — ugy karacsonyra, hogy azon
fogunk gondolkodni: ,,én vajon kinek fogok tudni
oromet szerezni?” Ne feledjiik: ,,Aki egyet befogad
eme kicsinyek koziil, az engem fogad be...” mondja
Jézus Krisztus, karacsony IGAZI linnepeltje. Szerezz
ajandékaiddal 6romet Jézus Krisztusnak, a ,,.Baby
Birthday Boynak™ azzal, hogy 6romet szerzel olyan
valakinek, akinek az életében — megitélésed szerint —
vajmi kevés oromet jelentett a 2019-es esztendd. Ez
nem jelenti azt, hogy ne hasznald fel a félretett kis
pénzedet arra, hogy gyermekednek, vagy férjednek,
feleségednek O6romet szerezz. Jaj, dehogy is... Jézus
Krisztus mondja, hogy arrél ismer meg titeket a vilag,
ha EGYMAST szeretni fogjatok. De ne feledjétek
el azokat, akik ,.¢éheznek, szomjaznak...” Lehet,
hogy nem fizikailag, kenyérre ¢heznek, hanem
egy mosolyra, egy Olelésre, esetleg... esetleg... egy
meghivasra. Es még egyszer: ugy tudunk Oromet
— karacsonyi, sziiletésnapi 6romet — szerezni Jézus
Krisztusnak, és Mennyi Atyanknak, ha oOrdmet
szerziink azoknak, akik az O teremtményei. Es ez az
orom, amit okozunk, taldn... taldn nekik is megmutatja
az utat a szeretd Atydhoz. Mert ez az evangélium, ez
a misszio — még nekiink is.

Nt. dr. Laszlo Imre
Nyugat-oldali Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz
Cleveland, Ohio

22
22
22

Megalakult a Buffalo-i

Magyar Reformatus Egyhazkozség

Oktober 13-an, vasarnap délutan nagy 6romre
gyllt Ossze a buffalo-i magyarsag. Istentisztelet és
alakulo kozgytilés volt Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba piispok
ur vezetésével, ahol a jelenlévok megalapitottak a
Buffal6-1 Magyar Reformatus Egyhazkozséget. Az
istentisztelet és az alakuld kozgytilés a pilispok ur
vezetésével és a Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhdza Kalvin
Zsinatanak torvényei szerint rendben folyt, egyuttal
betartva a Robert féle egyesiilési szabalyokat.

Nt. Burian Tamas, a gyiilekezet megbizott lelkipdsztora
Isten dicsoitésében vezeti a buffalo-i egyhaz tagjait
El6észor a jelenlévok, kimondtak szandékukat,
hogy  gyiilekezetet  kivannak  alapitani. A
kovetkezd pontban elfogadasra keriilt a gyiilekezet
torvénykonyve és alapszabalya, majd a tisztségvisel6k
megvalasztasara kertilt sor.

Ft. dr. Krasznai Csabva beiktatja tisztségiikbe az
ujonnan megvalasztott vezetoket

Folytatds a 14. oldalon
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Folytatas a 13. oldalrol

A fégondnok Tarnoy Eva lett; a pénztaros,
Dr. Stadler Istvan; a presbitérium jegyzdje, Magyari
Eméke; a presbiterek: Petry Elvira és Stadler Agnes.
A valasztas utan, mely egyontetii volt Ft. dr. Krasznai
Csaba plispok beiktatta az jjonnan megvalasztott
vezetoket.

A beiktatott vezetok: (balrél-jobbra)

Tarnoy Eva, f6gondnok; dr. Stadler Istvan, penztams
Magyari Emdke, jegyzd,; Petry Elvira, presbiter és
Stadler Agnes, presbiter.

Kozépen allnak: Nt. Burian Tamds és
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

A kozgylilés bezardsaként a gyiilekezet
megbizott lelkésze, Nt. Burian Tamas megaldotta
a jelenlévoket, majd szeretetvendégség keretében
orvendeztiink és adtunk halat az Istennek az Gjjonnan
megalakult gytilekezetért.

Nt. Burian Tamas

Az ujonnan megalakult Buﬂalo';i Magyar
Reformatus Egyhaz tagjai

~N NN
~N NN

szimbolumainkat!

— A Karpat-medence reformatus tanévnyitojas
iskolaavatassal egésziilt ki

Kiilonleges tanévnyit6 ilinnepségre gyultek
Ossze a Karpat-medence reformétus iskoldi Pécsett
augusztus 31-én. A csonka haza intézményei mellett
Felvidék, Karpatalja, Erdélyorszag és a Délvidék is
elkiildte koveteit az eseményre, sét a Kalvin Zsinat
lelkészi elndke, Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba piispok ur
személyében a tengeren tili magyarsag is képviseltette
magat. Az idei ,becsengetés” azonban annyival
gazdagabb volt a halaadasban, hogy ekkor keriilt sor
uj iskolaépiiletiink felavatasara is.

Amint azt koszontd beszédemben is
elmondtam, szimbolikus jelentdségli volt ez az
alkalom, tobb szempontbol is. Maga a hitvallasra
utal6 gordg symbolon sz6 eredetileg katonai zaszlora,
uralkodoi jelvényre tett hiiségeskiit jelentett. A
keresztyének a szép symbolon, vagyis, a hitvallas
elmondasaval egyszerre fejezték ki, hogy Ok
Krisztus keresztje ala sorakoznak fel és azt, hogy
egymassal Osszetartoznak. A symbolon-nak ugyanis
ilyen jelentése is van: dsszegyiijto, széttort részeket
egymashoz kapcsolo jelkep.

A reformatus nemzeti tanévnyito is egyre
er6sebben kifejezi elkotelezettségilinket, hogy Jézus
tanitvanyaiként folytatjuk a missziot, a tanitvannya
tétel kiildetését. Ez a nagy taldlkozo6 azt is lathatova
teszi, hogy Krisztustol kapott kiildetésiinket
kotelékben, Osszekapcsolodva végezziik, mint egy
test tagjai. Ezen a seregszemlén iskolazaszldink
vezették az iskolak koveteit az istentiszteletre. Maguk
a zaszlok is szimbolumok, iskolaink, kollégiumaink
kiildetését, hagyomanyait és kozosségeit kifejezd
jelképek, nemzedékrdl nemzedékre.

Gyiilekezés az uj dltaldnos iskola épiilete eldtt a
szimbolumokat abrdzolo iskolazaszIlokkal
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Harom évtizede az Anyaorszagban ismét
gyarapodo iskolahdlézatunk a hatiron tali magyar
reformatus intézményekkel egésziil ki, amely
ilyenkor, a tanévnyitas alkalman lathato, tapinthato,
megelt valdsagga teszi a testvéri egységet.

A keresztyén vallaspedagdgiaban pedig fontos
helye van a szimbdlumdidaktikanak, a jelképek
modszertananak. Ebbdl a meggy6z6désbdl diszitettiik
ki a tanévnyiton felavatott j pécsi iskolank belsejét —
a sziil6i kozosség tamogatasabol.

Aulank  keresztgerenddjara a  Krisztus-
monogramot helyeztiik fel Kollégiumunk jelmondata
mellé. Amikor didkjaink meglatjak iskolank cimerében
a kigyot és a galambot, vagy a folyoson, tantermiik
bejaratanal ahol, a napkorong vagy az oroszlan
fogadja oket, rogton elkezdenek érdeklédni, mit is
jelentenek ezek a kiilonds abrak. Bibliai jelképeink
iizenetei a legkisebbekbe is bevésddnek, mielott
még megtanulnanak olvasni. Pedagogusokként,
lelkészekként pedig igéretes kihivas olyan dolgokrol
besz¢élniink, amelyekrdl a gyerekeknek mar vannak
képi benyomasaik, élményeik és kérdéseik.

| ) :
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St atus Kollégiur
o Pécsi Reform:

Az uj iskola auldja a nemzeti és egyhazi zaszloval,
a vilagmagyarsagot dbrazolo mandulafaval, az
adomanyozo varosok neveivel, valamint az alapito
Baranyai Reformatus Egyhdazmegye és a Pécsi
Reformatus Kollégium cimerével.

A Pécsi Refiben egyhdzunk kozosségeinek és
a vilag magyar reformatussaganak az 9sszetartozasat
a falakon is kidbrazoljuk. Ezt fejezi ki auldnkban
a Baranyai Reformatus Egyhazmegye torténelmi
cimere, Kollégiumunk jelvénye, valamintamandulafa,
amely — amellett, hogy Aron kiviragzott vesszejére
utal, — Pécs biiszkesége is a 2019-es Eurdpa fija
dijra emlékeztetve. Nemzeti Osszetartozasunk olyan
telepiilésnevekben is lathaté a kozosségi terlinkben,

mint Cleveland, Ohio, ahonnan a varosi és kornyékbeli
reformatus magyar gyiilekezetektdl jelentds adomanyt
kaptunk az iskolara. Ezt az adomanyt (magyar pénzben
kozel 2,5 millio forint értékben) az iskolai tankonyha
kialakitasara forditjuk. Ezt ez Uton is hélas szivvel
koszonjiik amerikai magyar testvéreinknek!

Fontos tampontunka karpataljai  Tisza-
péterfalva, egyik testvériskolank otthona, vagy a
dél-baranyai (a mai Horvatorszag teriiletén talalhato)
Laské is, amelyben térségiink reformatora, Sztarai
Mihaly prédikatorkodott. Az udvaron az avataskor
felallitott kopjafa és emlékfa is 6rzi kozos ,,titkunkat™.
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Ftdr. Krasznai Csaba koszontése és az uj iskolaépiilet
felszentelése Ft. Szenn Péterrel, a Horvatorszagi
Reformatus Keresztyén Kalvini Egyhdz piispokével
A fényképet készitette: Bezdan Katalin
Felemeld perceket éltiink at, amikor a
tanévnyitd istentisztelet utdn az iskola felszentelésén
egylitt szolgalt Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba plispok ur
a szomszédos Horvatorszag kalvinista egyhazi
vezetdjével, Ft. Szenn Péter piispokkel, valamint a
Baranyai Egyhazmegye lelkészi vezetdjével, Gyorfi
Balint esperes urral. Az avatobeszédet dr. Hoppal
Péter orszaggytilési képviseld, Igazgatdtanacsunk
¢ >
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Dr. Hoppal Péter a Pécsi Reformatus Kollégium
Igazgatotanacsanak elnoke koszonti a megjelenteket
a tanévnyito iinnepséegen
Folytatas a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrol
elndke mondta el. Ezutan az egyhézi és vilagi vezetok
egyiitt vagtak at a nemzeti szinli szalagot, megnyitva
az 1j iskola kapuit a didksag elott.

Aszalagatvagas plllanataz Balrdl-jobbra: Dr. Hoppal
Péter az Igazgatotandcsi elnoke, Nt. Gyorfi Balint
esperes, Dr. Bodis Jozsef oktatasi allamtitkar, Ft.
dr. Szabo Istvan piispok, a MRE Zsinatanak lelkészi
elnoke, dr. Kadar Péter, a kollégium foigazgatoja.
A hattérben balra dv. Huszar Pal zsinati fogondnok,
kozépen Siimegi Péter lelkészi fojegyzo, jobbra Ft. dr.
Krasznai Csaba piispok. (Foto: pecsma. hu)

Tanéviink, amely a Nemzeti Osszetartozas
Evébe futbele, joalkalmatteremtarra, hogy felfrissitsiik
hitiinket és tudasunkat keresztyén jelképeinkrol azért,
hogy gyermekeinket, fiataljainkat 6ntudatos, hitvallo,
magyar keresztyénekként a ,draga Jézus zaszlaja”
ala vezessiik. A jelképeinkben siirtis6dd hitvallas és
elkotelezettség olyan tudastartalom, amelynek a sajat
oroksége eldl menekiild Européban, a vilagkultarak
szellemi ¢s fizikai {itkozeteiben egyre nagyobb
jelentdsége lesz. Jelképeink tudatos felmutatasa
vagy eltorlése, azaz Jézus nevének megvallasa vagy
megtagadasa fogja eldonteni mai nemzedékeink
sorsat, jovojét — mar e vildgon is, foként pedig ama
végsO nagy mennyei seregszemlén.

Dr. Kadar Péter
Y foigazgato

. Pécsi Reformatus
A r .
Kollégium

A Kollegmm jelmondata és vezér igéje:
. Ime, én elkiildelek titeket, mint juhokat a farkasok
koze: legyetek azért okosak, mint a kigyok, és
szelidek, mint a galambok!” (Maté 10:16)

Roézsa Enikd, a Fiiletelki Misszoi Szolgalat
vezetdje 2019. oktdberében a Kalvin Zsinat és az
Amerikai Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz gytilekezeteibe
latogatott. Utazasanak célja, hogy beszamoljon
arrol a szolgalatrol, melyet Erdélyben a sziikségben
szenvedd gyermekek megsegitésére kezdeményezett
3 évvel ezeldtt. Enikd jelenleg 24 olyan gyermekrél
gondoskodik rendszeresen Fiiletelkén, akiknek nincs
mas lehetdségiik meleg ételhez és ruhdzathoz jutni
a mindennapok soran. Eniké ezt a nehéz missziot
eleinte egymaga vallalta fel, majd az évek sordn
néhany segitd is csatlakozott hozzd, hogy ezekrdl
a sziikségben szenvedd gyerekekrdl kitartdan
gondoskodni tudjon. Haldsak vagyunk Istennek, hogy
meglatogatta a gylilekezetiinket, az Els6 Magyar
Reformatus Egyhazat, Walton Hillsben. Isten éldja
meg tovabbi munkajat és szolgalatat!

Krasznai Bea

Az osszegyuilt adomany dtaddsa.
Nt. Burian Tamas, Rozsa Eniko, dr. Krasznai Csaba
és Krasznai Bea (balrdl jobbra).

Beszélgetés a presbitérium tagjaival
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Calvin Synod Homeland and Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Stefan Istvan Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center and
Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella Nadas
b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High School
c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis Gergely Reformed
High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund

e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a new
church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csiha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people in
Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee (TRAC)

j. Filetelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rézsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on the
check, in the memo section: Rozsa Enikdo.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School in
Nagydobrony in their mission work.

b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for Lazarus” to
feed the hungry in Csap.

c. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned down
in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers voluntarily
offer their services. The request is made to help rebuild this

M . oo BLESSED
o GIVE
v o RECEIVE

Acts 20:35

Please send your donations to the Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Kérjiik, hogy adomdnyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treasurer
3763 N. Hollingsworth Road, Altadena, CA 91001
Tel: 714-333-5300

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6d6 lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispoki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai

14530 Alexander Road  Walton Hills, OH

revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-221-5334

~N NN
~N NN

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZI0I KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Torok Istvan, Piispokhelyettes
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum és
Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinatora Nadas Gabriella.
b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miko Reformatus Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f.  Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 10j templom és parokia

felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

i. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j- Filetelke: Rozsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrdl gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil. A csekk
memo részébe kérjiik irjak ra Rozsa Eniko nevét.

KARPATALIJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritdnus” arvahdz és
iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

b.Csap: “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyhatamogatasara
segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.

c. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek és
evangélizacios kozpont fo épiilete. A Bereg Camp
¢évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit lelki
feliidiilést. A kozpont munkasai Onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédiaja. Eldre is
kdszonik a segitséget.

NN N
~N N
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New York, New Jersey, Connecticut

Rev. Leslie E. Martin Melissa Pepin
848.240.1028 732.668.2607
Pennyslvania
Josepk Fabri Jenathan Noser
124.272.9517 724.288.5857
Ohio Ilinois Michigan
Rev. Jozsef Vasarhelyi Andras Demeler Rt. Rev. Ferenc Varga
740.373.3757 847.962.5055 734.783.0609

Hungurian Reformed Federation of America “A Division of GBU

GEU Finamcial Lil=
754 5w Wil Frar Blvel Fittshuegh, PA 1522733 | 1600765 4428 or 412384.5000 | Fax 4128845913 | E-mai: infesqbuong | wwwgbu.og
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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WILLIAM PENN ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
709 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15233
Phone: (412) 231-2979 e Toll-free: 1-800-848-7366
www.whpalife.org




