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Jesus says: “I am the gate; whoever enters
through me will be saved. They will come in and
go out, and find pasture” (John 10:9).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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many-many decisions. There will
be decisions which will be more
important and less important in
this year. When we will face a
decision, it will be crucial what
we will choose in that certain

, o situation. It will have a great effect on our lives, for
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This morning Jesus talks about a gate, a door
that is very important in our lives. Actually, Christ
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NN In Matthew chapter 7 Jesus says this, “Enter
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broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many
enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the
road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew
7:13-14).

At the beginning of this New Year there are
two gates and two roads front of our lives: a narrow
gate with a narrow path; and a wide gate with a broad
road. They lead you to two entirely different directions
and ends. How do you know which one you should
choose? How do you know which gate leads you to
blessings and which one leads you to destruction? The
answer is: Whatever comes to your way: a decision,
a thought, a possibility, or even a temptation...; put
them onto the scale of the Word of God.

If there is an opportunity to steal and lie, then
before you would do anything, put it onto the scale of
the Word of God. Ask yourself: What does the Bible
say about it? The Bible says: Do not or you shall not
steal or lie. Consequently you may know that stealing
and lying would lead you through the wide gate, to
the broad road. If an opportunity comes to cheat on
your spouse then, before you would do anything, put
it onto the scale of the Word of God. Ask yourself:
What does the Bible say about it? Do not cheat on
your spouse. You shall not be unfaithful. My friends,
I could continue with a long list, however, I know that
you understand what God wants to teach you today.

Dearly beloved, Jesus wants to be your door,
the gate to eternal life. Let me encourage you to enter
through the narrow gate and walk on the narrow road
that leads to life in Him. Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

"

in Christ

For wide is the gate
ds to destruction, and

v d is the'roa
= .many enter through'it. But small is the gate and narrow
2is the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” -

Matthew 7:13-14

The Epiphany of Our Lord

On the way home from worship one Sunday a
little boy was asked by his parents how Sunday School
had been. “Oh, all right,” he replied. His mother
said, “Only ‘all right’? Who was your teacher?”” The
little boy answered, “I don’t know her name, but
she must have been Jesus’ grandmother.” “Jesus’
grandmother?” the mother asked. “What makes you
say that?”” Her son answered, “Because he was all she
talked about!” Now, of course, this story is fiction.
Any resemblance to any actual grandmothers and
grandsons is purely by coincidence. However, it has
been noticed that when grandchildren show up for a
visit at Christmas, they are the star attraction much of
the time.

But at Epiphany, and in the Christmas season,
for that matter, we are focusing on a different star
altogether. Jesus is the star attraction in this season.
Like the star the wise men followed in today’s gospel
reading, Jesus, as the star attraction, first attracts us,
then lights our way and gives us our bearings on that
way throughout the rest of our lives. His star gives us
a new focus, a new way of seeing the world.

If the birth of Jesus were nothing more than
a quaint story of a child being born, then we might
look upon him as a cute little grandson. But that’s
not the case. Rather, we see Jesus as the Son of God
and Savior of the world. Far from being a quaint little
story, “the birth and life and death and resurrection
and ascension” of this particular man is “the needle
of God, pulling the thread of God’s grace through
all reality and reuniting a world that is in danger of
coming apart at the seams.”

When the wise men from the East saw the
star, they followed it and started asking around about
where, exactly, to look for the newborn king of the
Jews. Word of their search came to King Herod in
Jerusalem. He called together the chief priests and
experts of scripture and asked them where it was
predicted the Messiah would be born. Then, pretending
to be as devout as they, he sent the wise men to find the
child and to report back to him, so that, as he said, he,
too, could go worship the new King. We know from
scripture that Herod had hatched an evil plan, because
later he decreed that all children under two were to be
slaughtered. It was a futile attempt to rid the nation of
his competition. But God warned the wise men not to
return to Herod after they found and worshiped the
baby Messiah. The Star that drew them to Bethlehem
also lit their way as they returned to their homeland.
In the same way, Jesus is the star attraction of this

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
season, but he also is the star that sends us on our way
again. He attracts us to himself, and then he sends us
out in mission to whatever our task is, come Monday
morning.

Today is the Festival of the Epiphany of our
Lord. The word “epiphany” means “showing forth”
or “appearance.” As Matthew tells about the journey
of the wise men to visit and adore the infant Jesus, he
quotes the prophet Micah. Micah states that Messiah’s
mission is to be a ruler and shepherd of God’s people,
Israel. And yet the wise men are not Israelites! They are
foreigners, representatives of the whole world outside
Israel. So Matthew establishes Israel as the starting
point for Jesus, but at the same time he makes it clear
that Israel does not limit or put a lid on Jesus’ mission
to all humankind. The star that identifies the place of
Jesus’ birth also illuminates the whole world. The star
and subsequent arrival of the wise men signals the
appearance, the showing-forth, the epiphany of Christ
to all the world.

The gifts the wise men bring also point to the
sober reality of Jesus’ global mission. Gold is a gift
given to a king who rules with power and authority.
Frankincense is a gift given to a god; for instance,
it was offered as a burnt offering of incense during
prayer times among Jews and pagans alike. Myrrh is
a precious and strong perfume used to anoint a dead
body for burial. The gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh symbolize the royalty, the divinity, and the
suffering servanthood of Christ. His mission will
combine all of these things in a way that could not
have been imagined. He will speak and act with the
authority of a King of kings. He will be known by
many to be the divine Son of God. And he will suffer
and die an agonizing death on a criminal’s cross.

The three gifts given to Jesus Christ in infancy
are, quite frankly, the very gifts he gives to the world.
His cross becomes his royal throne, the crown of
thorns his victor’s wreath, his material poverty his
wealth, and his death the doorway to eternal life.

The same star that brought the wise men to
offer their gifts to the infant Jesus also calls us to offer
our gifts to him. And so it is that we offer our gold,
that is, our own wealth, knowing all the while that our
true treasure is in him, who is the King and Ruler of
all. We offer our prayers and our worship, knowing
all the while that when we are in the presence of his
representatives, we are in the presence of God. And
we offer our own death and all the preparations we
make for our death, knowing that our eternal life with
him is confirmed by our total surrender to him. The
gifts we offer show that he is the star attraction of our

lives. We center our attention on him because, above
all else, he is the model of God’s love for us and our
love for God.

But if we are attracted to Jesus in this season,
then we are also sent out again into the world. Life
goes on, and we can’t remain forever beside the
Bethlehem manger. Nor can we remain forever among
the five thousand feasting by the Sea of Galilee, or
among the twelve at the last supper, or even at the foot
of the cross, or in the cemetery by the empty tomb.
Life goes on, and so does his mission, and so also does
the church that seeks to honor its Lord. In baptism we
are united with our Lord Jesus Christ not only to enjoy
the privilege of salvation, but also to carry out his
mission of proclaiming that salvation to the world by
the witness and service of our lives. Baptism benefits
us, so that we may benefit the world. Baptism blesses
us, so that we may be a blessing to others.

Jesus is the star that attracts us. That much is
clear, or we wouldn’t be here today. The question is
whether he is also the star that gives us our bearings as
we go back into the world. Do we walk by His light, or
by the light of other stars in our society —the heroes and
superstars that so many look to for their inspiration?
Do we walk by faithfulness to the promises we have
made to God and spouse and friends, or do we walk
by self-centeredness and self-interest? Do we walk by
the light of Christ’s peace, or do we walk by the angry
glare of vengeance and one-upmanship? Do we walk
in bold and open testimony to the grace and goodness
of God, or do we walk in the shadow of cynicism and
despair, as if there were no light at all?

On this day, the Epiphany of our Lord, we
complete the twelve days of Christmas. We have seen
the Word of God made flesh in the babe of Bethlehem.
We have adored the infant Jesus, born of Mary.
Now we arise and go our way into the world, never
forgetting the salvation we have seen, but knowing that
what we have seen must be told to others in words and
demonstrated to them with them deeds. We rise now
from our Christmas knees and lace up our Epiphany
shoes for the long journey homeward, a journey that is
illuminated forever by the star of Bethlehem. Amen.

Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok
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Text: John 6:56-69

On Not Being Offended By Him:
A Communion Meditation

Always we take scripture seriously. Sometimes
not literally.

In St. John’s Gospel we hear Jesus say, “I am
the water of life,” or “I am the door of the sheepfold,”
or today, “I am the bread of life.” Of course, Jesus
means not literal water, door or bread. These are
symbols of the reality.

We know this picture language. We say of a
clever, shrewd person, “that fox.” Or of an evil person
we may say, “that skunk,” not referring to body odor.

Through the evangelist, John, we learn that
this bread is not a what but a who. Jesus is the bread.

Apparently some of the people hearing Jesus
took him literally, as if he would make cannibals of
them. Perhaps the Roman Mithra religion surrounding
them, where the sacrifice was actually eaten, confused
them. These reckoned not the spiritual quality of the
bread. At the Last Supper just before Jesus broke the
bread and said, “This is my body,” he likely blessed it
saying, “Blessed be the Lord, our God, the Sovereign
of the universe, who has caused bread to spring up of
the earth.” Real bread with a spiritual quality.

We may well ask, “How do we gain access
to the bread that is blessed, that contains spiritual
nutrients?

Well, how does literal bread reach us? When
it is broken and distributed. And how does He who
is the Bread of Life become available to us? By being
broken and shared with human beings. Fragmented on
the cross in order to feed us.

It may be the brokenness that contains the seed
of the offense. How is He given to the world? To us?
In the fragmentation of his flesh. “This is my body
given for you.” How can it be given unless broken
and passed out?

There’s an old saying, “You are what you
wear.” There’s a truer saying, “You are what you eat.”
Are we partaking of him so we may be a part of him?

So here find the crux of the matter.

—It is in his brokenness that we receive him.
This is true in the Holy Communion and at all times.

—And he comes to those with humble spirits
and contrite hearts. This bread cannot enter a prideful
or an apathetic heart. The bread enters where pride
and apathy are broken.

When Jesus blessed and broke the bread, it
then found its way to the people. The point? “I am the

bread that satisfies your hungers.” And when the
disciples passed him out the point was this: They
too were to share in his brokenness scattered on the
hillsides of the world.

Again we hear the words of D. T. Niles: “A
Christian is a beggar telling other beggars where they
may find food.”

Friend, is there anything about your life that
gets broken up and passed out to the world?

Kathleen Norris, a Presbyterian woman from
South Dakota, spends yearly time in a Benedictine
monastery. There she has found people who have
endured the brokenness of sublimation, (which is
not a repression), who have helped her appreciate
friendship more fully and her own marriage as well.

This is the broken bread of discipleship that
gets out into the world as a witness to Christ.

The flying Scot, Eric Liddell, of “Chariots of
Fire” fame gave of himself in China in witness for
Christ. His last words were, “It is surrender.”

This brokenness takes many forms. I saw
my father sense brokenness with his own family ties
because he was the only one in the family who followed
Christ. And in our time it has been necessary at times
for Christians to oppose their own governments
because they had ingested the bread Christ gave.

Take Dietrich Bonheoffer, for example. I see
his fiancé visiting him in prison. Then about to leave,
rushing back to embrace him, and then leaving, never
to see him again. They hanged him as a traitor. He was
a traitor for Christ’s sake, broken by the costliness of
discipleship.

I ask you plainly: Do you experience any
brokenness because you eat the Christ bread broken
for you? Do I? Or are we offended by this bread as
were Jesus’ listeners on that ancient hillside?

Jesus turns to us. He looks at us. He looks into
our eyes. He looks into our hearts. Then he says, “Will
you also go away?”

Will we say with the apostle, “Where would
we go? You alone are the bread of Eternal Life.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, world to its end. Amen.

Rev. Dr. David B. Bowman
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On Sunday, November 3, 2019, the United
Church of Christ celebrated their 115thAnniversary
with a Special Worship Service followed by luncheon
in Puritan Hall. Eric Gramse, Licensed Lay Minister
preached on Luke 19:1-10. He stated that Jesus Christ
is and needs to be the center focus of everything this
church has done and continues to do. And that we have
a lot more work to do. We are far from being finished.

115" Anniversary

United Church of Christ

Of Bridgeport, CT and Vicinity

50t Anniversary

Bessemer Center Hall

| .
L,J

115™ Anniversary Poster

Following the service, Chief Elder Jim Ballas
introduced guests in attendance and read several
letters received. In addition to the many members of
the congregation and their families, guest recognized
included Rev. John Cardamone with some members
from the Calvin Reformed Church of Norwalk,
CT; Lehel Deak, Licensed Lay Minister and Chief
Elder Istvan and his wife Julie Balla from the First
Hungarian Reformed Church of New York City, NY;
Rev. Sara Smith and several members of the United
Congregational Church UCC of Bridgeport, CT. A
letter of congratulations from Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba
Krasznai, Bishop was read on behalf of the Calvin
Synod Conference and a letter of congratulations from
the William Penn Association. United States Senator
Christopher Murphy of Connecticut also sent a letter
of congratulations.

Bridgeport Mayor Joseph P. Ganim proclaimed
Sunday, November 3™ “United Church of Christ of

Eric Gramse, Licensed Lay Minister preaching at
Worship Service

Bridgeport Day” throughout the city. He extended
greetings to everyone, reading the proclamation and
presenting the document. Accompanying him was
Carolyn Vermont, Community Liaison and several
local city council members and representatives.

A brief history of the church was shared. On
Friday, November 25, 1904, the church was organized
under the name of “Hungarian Reformed Church of
Bridgeport and Vicinity” (“Bridgeporti, Conn. Es
Vidéki Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz”) with 40 regular
members with the Rev. Ernest Komjathy as pastor.
The first worship service was held on November
27th in St. George Episcopal Church, at the corner of
State Street and Hancock Avenue. On May 11, 1927,
the “Basement Church” was dedicated on Hancock
Avenue by Rev. Stephen Bessemer. Two services
were held to accommodate the growing congregation
and over 200 children were enrolled in the Sunday
School. On December 7, 1941, the membership of the
congregation greatly increases with the beginning of
regular English language services. During World War
II, more than 200 members of the church enlisted in

n Anniver
ch of Christ of Brit

Ann Ballas, Jim Ballas, Mayor Joe Ganim, Eric

Gramse, Carolyn Vermont (from left to right)
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military service. In 1945, the church purchases the
Goodrich property on the corner of North and Laurel
Avenues. After moving the house located at that
corner, the groundbreaking ceremony of our present
church building takes place on August 5th. The bell
is transported to the new property at the celebration
of the 50th Anniversary on November 21, 1954, and
about 800 attend the Golden Anniversary Banquet.
The pastor is elected as President of the Magyar
Synod in 1955. The 1956 Hungarian uprising brings
about 100 “Freedom Fighters” to the church. Of the
331 enrolled children, 163 attend Sunday School,
35 Junior Choir. The denomination merges with the
Congregational Christian Churches and becomes
the United Church of Christ. The 60th anniversary
is celebrated on November 22, 1964, and the
congregation accepts a new name: “United Church
of Christ of Bridgeport, Connecticut and Vicinity.”
The congregation votes unanimously to build a new
educational building. Groundbreaking ceremony is
held on June 29, 1969. The dedication of the new
building is held on June 21, 1970. In September,
about 52 children gather to start Sunday School in
the beautiful new edifice called “Parish Center.”
The new building is named the “Bessemer Center.”
Joseph Poruban becomes the Chief Elder on March 3,
1974 and serves in this position for 42 years. Rt. Rev.
Dr. John Butosi is elected pastor on June 27, 1976,
retiring 13 years later. With our 100thAnniversary
year in 2004, we held many special events. On
Nov. 7th, a special service was held followed by a
Gala Banquet at Leidle’s in Stratford. Rev. Betsy
Reed Blomfield conducted the service with Rt. Rev.
Koloman K. Ludwig, Bishop of the Calvin Synod,
preaching the sermon. On September 10, 2017, Eric
M. Gramse becomes our Licensed Lay Minister. We
thank God for His blessings on all of us and thank

Proclamation presented. Jim Ballas, City Council
Members, Eric Gramse, City Council Member,
Mayor Joe Ganim (from left to right)

the many dedicated members that support our
congregation. With the Grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we continue. ..

A chicken paprikas luncheon followed the
program. Thanks to Bill Bero, Sandy Stasko, and
Shelley Visinki for their work in making this such a
great event. Thanks to the bakers; Eva Olah, Klara
Barabas, and Gertrude Palko for the pastries and
goodies. It was a wonderful Day!

Mpr. James Ballas

Church Membe;s: Aﬁc_‘e‘ Molnar, Patt Lilya,
Carol Mercurio, Barbara Gergely, Cliff Lilya,
Leah Dobi (from left to right)

Church Members.: Gertrude Palko, Elizabeth Matto,
Marge Klraly, Bette Kelemencky (from left to rlght)

Churh Members: Kathy Bryk, John Kenyhercz Jr,
Louis Reszoly Jr, Ray Bryk, Ken Green (from left to right)
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Rev. Dr. Alexander Havadtoy
1924-2019

Dr. Alexander Havadtoy,
Th.D., formerly of
Fairfield, Connecticut (for
over 33 years) and now of
Milford died unexpectedly
on Monday October 7,
2019. He was age 94, just
a few weeks shy of his 95th
birthday.

An ordained minister,
human rights activist and
scholar, he leaves behind
s 'I his  wife = Magdalene,
formerly of Ontario, Canada. Born November 11,
1924 as an ethnic Hungarian in Covasna (Kovaszna)
Romania. He served as a supervisor of theological
students at Yale University for 25 years as well as
guest lecturer in the department of History. His
monthly religious program on Radio Free Europe
spanned a quarter century (1967-1992) and reached
over one million listeners per broadcast. He traveled
regularly to Washington D.C. in order to testify before
Congress on international human rights issues. As a
deeply respected local community leader he received
the “Key to the town of Fairfield “Connecticut for
distinguished service. Son of Member of Parliament
and clergyman Alexander Havadtoy Sr. and Suzanna
Z. Kovacs Havadtoy, he began his formal studies at
Bolyai University. He went on to earn his Doctorate
of Theology, summa cum laude, from the University
of Basel in Switzerland under the mentorship of the
renowned theologian Karl Barth. In 1952, he accepted
an invitation to serve in Canada where he met his wife
Magdalene who studied at the conservatory of music.
There he aided more than 200 families relocating
from Eastern Europe during the Hungarian revolution
of 1956. In 1960, Dr. Havadtoy then accepted an
invitation to Fairfield Connecticut where he served as
a minister for 33 years. He frequently published in
‘American Foreign Policy Institute Journal, Studies
of Eastern European Affairs and was written about in
both the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal.
In 1992, after the fall of Communism in Eastern
Europe, Dr. Havadtoy returned to his homeland
greeted by 30,000 people in a large stadium. In 2001,
he published a book entitled “Comfort my People”
and received the prestigious Julianus human rights
award for his tireless support of Hungarians living
outside her borders.

Dr. Havadtoy leaves behind his two daughters
Leila and Sandra and grandchildren Luke and Sasha.
A graveside burial was held on Tuesday, October
15 at 1:00 p.m. at the Oaklawn cemetery in Fairfield.
Hello, Friends! As the
chilliness of Winter makes
us long for the warm
Summer sun, we’ve been
thinking back to Camp
2019. It was a marvelous
time  with interesting
lessons and a lot of fun.
More importantly,
we’re looking ahead to Camp 2020!

For those who don’t know us, we’re a fun
group of individuals from various congregations
who come together to give Youth aged 12-18 and
Juniors aged 9-11 a week of fun Christian fellowship
in the beautiful Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania.
Churches from both Hungarian Reformed Synods
unite in this ministry. We also have Staff and Campers
from Churches outside the Hungarian Reformed
community. We are open to all Kids & Youth who
have an interest in learning about the Bible and
having good, clean fun with other Christians. We also
welcome new Staff who are strong in their Christian
faith.

The Camp Staff have been planning a really
great program for the Youths and Juniors this year.
We’ll be basing the week’s theme on Robert Boyd
Munger’s “My Heart, Christ’s Home.” Both age
groups will be talking about tidying up our lives and
handing over our hearts for Christ to take ownership
of them.

We do other things, too. It’s not all Bible study
& Kum-Ba-Ya around a campfire with us. In fact, we
haven’t sung Kum-Ba-Ya in decades. There are fun
workshops such as Hungarian Cooking and Safety
& Marksmanship; there’s free time when you can go
swimming, hiking, playing sports, or just relaxing;
there’s Team Challenge where small groups compete
for Camp dominance; and there are fun Evening
Programs every night.

Halfway through the week, we take a trip
to Ligonier to visit the Bethlen Home and do some
shopping in town. This is most Campers’ favorite
part of the week. We treasure our relationship with
Bethlen Communities and the time we get to spend
with the residents at Bethlen Home.

Camp 2020 will take place, as usual, at the

OOOOOR
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Laurelville Mennonite Church Center in Mount
Pleasant, PA on the week of July 12-18.

We would love it if you would send your 9-18
year olds to spend the week with us. They’ll have
the opportunity to meet and make friends with some
really great kids and to feel comfortable sharing their
Christian faith.

Visit our website, www.hrcyc.org, for all the
specifics. Updates will be made throughout the season
as we continue to make plans.

Please support us in prayer. We could use as
many of those as we can get! And, if you are so moved,
we accept and truly appreciate financial donations, as
well. Details on our website.

Find us on facebook, too! HRC Youth Camp.
www.hrcyc.org

Maryann Parsons
HRC Youth Camp Coordinator

Visit of Mr. Zsolt Németh at the

First Hungarian Reformed Church,
Walton Hills, Ohio

On Sunday, December 1, 2019 our church was
honored to have special guests and delegation from
Hungary. Those in attendance included: Mr. Zsolt
Németh, the Chairman of the Hungarian Parliament’s
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Dr. Barna Pal
Zsigmond, Representative of the Hungarian National
Assembly and Member of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Dr. Robert Fiirjes, Head of the Secretariat
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Akos
Miklos, Strategy Analyst. Other special members of
the Hungarian delegation Dr. Zita Bencsik, Consul
General, Ms. Zsuzsanna Palmai, Consul, and Ms.
Agnes Budahazi, staff member of the Consulate
General of Hungary in Chicago also joined the visit.

Mr. Zsolt Néemeth greets the memers of the church

Dr. Csaba Krasznai, pastor of the church,
welcomed the special guests and prominent leaders

from Chicago and Hungary. Dr. Krasznai introduced
Chairman Zsolt Németh and emphasized that his
father was a Reformed pastor in Hungary.

Mr. Németh greeted the congregation and
shared with the members of our church that in July of
2019 the Hungarian Government declared 2020 7he
Year of National Cohesion, to commemorate the event
of the 100th anniversary of the Treaty of Trianon.

The Peace Treaty of Trianon is one of the
biggest Hungarian traumas. Hungary lost over two-
thirds of its territory and as a consequence, more than
3.3 million ethnic Hungarians became citizens in
the neighboring countries. These countries, in many
cases, are hostile toward the Hungarians living there.
Unfortunately, most of the problems of our fellow
Hungarians are still not solved and are still present in
the Carpathian Basin.

In order to commemorate this important, but
in the same time sad event in the history of Hungary,
the Hungarian Government stated that they will
support programs, events, publications, and art works
that will further strengthen the national cohesion, and
will express and protect the identity of the Hungarians
in the Carpathian Basin and the Diaspora.

Dr. Krasznai also added that one of the major
events to commemorate the Treaty of Trianon, that
expresses national cohesion, will take place next
May in Toronto, Canada for Hungarians living in
North America. Additionally, on June 4, 2020 the
Calvin Synod will hold a special event at Bethlen
Communities, Ligonier, PA to commemorate the 100™
anniversary of the Treaty of Trianon.

Our church was delighted to welcome and
greet these prominent leaders from Hungary and
Chicago.

Beata Krasznai

Dr. Robert Fiirjes, Dr. Zita Bencsik, Mr. Zsolt Németh,
Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Beata Krasznai, Dr. Barna Pal
Zsigmond, and Mr. Akos Miklos (from left to right)
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Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhaza <%

Kalvin Zsinat Egyhazkeriilet

THE EIGHTIETH MEETING
of the
CALVIN SYNOD CONFERENCE
of the
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

JUNE 2 -4, 2020
LIGONIER, PENNSYLVANIA

The EIGHTIETH MEETING
of the Calvin Synod Conference of the United Church
of Christ will be held
from Tuesday, June 2 to Thursday, June 4, 2020

The Meeting will open with a Service of Worship
and Holy Communion
at the Bethlen Home Chapel in Ligonier, PA.
Subsequent sessions will be held
at the Bethlen Communities.

The attendance of every elected pastor, serving a
Calvin Synod congregation,
and Ordained Minister with Standing
is expected, unless excused.
Each member congregation is expected to send an
official Lay Delegate,
and may also send an Alternate Delegate.

Your fellow servant in Christ,
Rev. Gabor G. Nitsch
General Secretary
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¢ WPA-Branch 14 Christmas Party
:00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000:

The William Penn Association-Branch 14
“Breakfast with Santa” took place on Saturday,
December 7, 2019 from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm in
the Bethlen Hall of The First Hungarian Reformed
Church. Our young members and their families
enjoyed a breakfast of scrambled eggs; pancakes;
tater tots; sausage or bacon; apple, cranberry or
orange juice; and coffee for the adults. After leaving
his sleigh and reindeers outside, Santa Claus made his
special entrance and was greeted by the children and
the adults.

The crowd was entertained by Flower Clown
with his many balloon shapes and a magic show,

OOOOKS

which had the children taking part. The kids had
many choices for their balloons, such as snow people,
lighted Santa hats, flying reindeer, bow and arrow,
Santa Beard, wreaths and so much more.

Dr. U. R. Awesome provided the bubbles to
the amazement of those watching his special talent
and how he got our guests to create and test their
bubble making skills. We are so fortunate to have
this multiple Guinness World Record holder for
bubble making at our party. Members of the audience
were able to stand inside a bubble that Dr. Awesome
formed around them and then the person inside the
bubble was able to blow many more bubbles from
inside the huge body size bubble.

We thank the WPA Board Members, National
Officers and the Home Office Staff for their help
and assistance in providing the children’s gifts. The
Branch 14 Officers and members did an outstanding
job of setting up the hall; assembling the gift bags;
preparing the breakfast; serving; and cleaning up
afterward. We were grateful that our guests brought
donations of food items for the local food bank.
Thank you to the First Hungarian Reformed Church
located in Walton Hills, Ohio for decorating Bethlen
Hall and the Bethlen Hall Lobby with the beautiful
Christmas trees and wreaths. We hope that everyone
enjoyed the party.

Richard E. Sarosi
WPA National Director and
Secretary/Treasurer Branch 14-Cleveland, Ohio
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Jézus az ajto és az ut az uj életre

Jézus mondja: ,, En vagyok az ajté: ha valaki
rajtam at megy be, az megtartatik, bejar és
kijar, és legelore talal.” (John 10:9)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gyiilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

n Ebben az 4j évben —mint
a korabbi években is— rengeteg
dontéssel fogjuk szembe talalni
magunkat. Vannak, amik majd
fontosabbak lesznek és vannak,
amik kevésbé. Fontos lesz, hogy
milyen dontést fogunk hozni
¢letiink egy adott helyzetében.
Fontos lesz, hogy mit dontiink
majd, amikor pl. egy valaszut elé keriiliink, vagy
amikor tobb lehetdség koziil Isten csak egy kitart ajtot
mutat szamunkra.

A fenti igében Jézus egy kiilonleges ajtorol
besz¢l, ami elengedhetetleniil fontos az életiinkben.
Valdjaban Krisztus Onmagat azonositja ezzel a
bizonyos ajtoval. Ezt mondja: ,, En vagyok az ajto: ha
valaki rajtam at megy be, megtartatik.” (9.v.)

Egy lelkipasztor és keresztyén ird egyszer ezt
mondta: ,, Az ajto, a fal ellentéte. Nehéz megmaszni
egy falat. Azonban kénnyi dtmenni egy ajton
keresztiil. Barki, aki Istenhez akar jutni, nem sziikséges
felmasznia, mert csak egy lépést kell megtennie.”
(William Herschel Ford)

Sok ember azonban azt gondolja, hogy sok
ut és ajto vezethet a mennyek orszagaba. De teljesen
mindegy, hogy mit gondol altaldban az ember, fontos
tisztaban lenniink azzal, hogy maga a vallas nem az
ajt(') Istenhez. A keresztség szintén nem az ajto, de
még a jo cselekedetek sem. S6t mas vallasok sem az
ajtok az életre. Csak egy ajto van: Jézus Krisztus. O
az egyediili, akin keresztiil az Atydhoz juthatunk.

Egy nap egy unitarius férfi nagyon rosszul

érezte magat, mert blineinek terhei ranehezedtek. Az
egész ¢éjszakat almatlanul vergddte végig. Reggel
koran folkelt és bezarkozott a dolgozoszobajaba.
Egyre nyomorasagosabban ¢érezte magat lelkileg,
mig végre térdre borult és elkezdett imadkozni, hogy
bocsassa meg Isten a blineit, de nem akarta kimondani
azt, hogy a Jézus Krisztusért bocsassa meg Isten
a blneit, hiszen unitarius 1évén nem hitt Krisztus
megvaltdsaban. Megprobalt nem az ajtéon at bejutni
Istenhez. Sokaig vergddott, és Gjra és jra konyorgott:
,Istenem, bocsdsd meg a bilineimet”, de csak nem
]Ott semmi valasz. Végil teljes ketsegbeeseseben
igy kialtott fol: ,,Oh, Isten, Jézus Krisztusért, az ¢}
érdeméért bocsasd meg a biineimet!” Es egyszerre
megnyilt az “ajtd”, szétaradt benne a békesség.

Maté evangéliuma 7-ik részében Jézus ezt
mondja: ,, Menjetek be a szoros kapun! Mert tagas az
a kapu, és széles az az ut, amely a karhozatba visz,
és sokan vannak, akik azon jarnak. Mert szoros az
a kapu, és keskeny az az ut, amely az életre visz, és
kevesen vannak, akik azt megtalaljak.” (Mt. 7:13-14)

Azjévkezdeténkétkapu éskétutvan eldttiink:
egy szoros kapu, keskeny uttal; és egy tagas kapu,
sz¢les uttal. Ez a két kapu és ut, két teljesen kiilonb6zo
iranyba és végiil célba visz. Honnan tudhatnank, hogy
melyiket valasszuk? Honnan tudjuk, hogy melyik
vezet aldasokhoz, és melyik a pusztuldsba? A valasz
ez: barmi is j0jjon az utadba: legyen akar egy dontés,
gondolat, lehetdség, vagy még kisértés is..., akkor azt
tedd Isten igéjének mérlegére.

Ha jon egy alkalom, hogy lophatsz ¢és
hazudhatsz, miel6tt barmit is tennél, eloszor tedd azt az
Isten igéjének mérlegére. Kérdezd meg 6nmagadtol:
Mit mond a Biblia err61? A Biblia azt mondja, hogy ne
lopj €s ne hazud;j. Tehat ebbdl tudhatod, hogy a lopas
¢s a hazugsag a tagas kapun keresztiil a széles ttra visz.
Ha egy alkalom kindlja magét, hogy megcsalhasd a
hazastarsadat, mielGtt barmit is tennél, el6szor tedd azt
az Isten igéjének mérlegére. Kérdezd meg onmagadtol:
Mit mond a Biblia err6l? A Biblia azt mondja,

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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hogy ne csald meg a férjedet, a feleségedet. Legy¢él hii
hozza. Tudnam folyatni hosszan a listat, azonban ugy
gondolom, hogy a tanitds —amit Isten mutatni akar—,
mindannyiunk szamara vilagos.

Kedves testvérem, Jézus a te ajtod akar lenni, a
kapu és ut, amely az 6rok €letre visz. Hadd batoritsalak
arra, hogy menj be a szoros kapun ¢és jarj a keskeny
Giton, ami az életre és idvosségre vezet. Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban.:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Menjetek be a szoros

Végtelen kegyelem???

Vannak kifejezések —amolyan szentnek
tind szofordulatok is—, amelyeket hasznalunk, csak
egyetlen baj van: az, hogy nem igazak. Az egyik ilyen
fogalom a ,,végtelen isteni kegyelem”, ami nagyon
vonzo és aldottan hangzik, de csapdat rejt, és nem igaz.
Jarjuk most kicsit koriill Mennyei Atyank kegyelmét.

Az Ur Jézus egyszer mondott egy nagy
példazatot, amirél sok-sok éve prédikalnak a
gylilekezet, fleg szilveszterkor, vagy 0jév napjan.
A ,terméketlen fligefa” az, amire gondolok, amit
Lukacs evangéliuma 13. részében olvashatunk, a 6-9.
versekben. Mint tudjuk, itt egy olyan fardél van szo,
ami ¢évek Ota nem termett gylimdlcsot, ezért a gazda
ki akarta vagatni. Am a ,vincellér”, aki felelés volt
a kertért, egyszer még kikdnyorgott egy ,.kegyelmi
esztend6t”, amit a gazda jova is hagyott. Es sorjaznak
az igék benniink, hogy ,,hosszan tiir az Ur...”, és hogy
»rgalmas ezer iziglen...” meg hasonld, nagyon igaz
bibliai igéretek. De egy valamire szeretnénk felhivni
a figyelmet: ,hosszan...”, ,ezer iziglen...” vagy
,még ez évben...” Ezek a fogalmak egyben kozosek:
mindegyik egy VEGES idétartamot jelent. Lehet, hogy
hosszabbat, lehet, hogy rovidebbet, de mindenképpen
olyan terminust, aminek elobb vagy utébb a végére
ériink.

Amikor igét hirdetlink vagy hallgatunk, akkor
batran gondolhatunk arra, hogy BARMEKKORA is
a vétek, amit megvall valaki, van r4 bocsanat. Isten

igéjével a keziinkben garantilhatjuk mindenkinek a
biinei bocsanatat, fiiggetleniil attol, hogy mekkora az
a biin. Csak egyet nem biztosithatunk senkinek: azt,
hogy HOLNAP is el lehet fogadni Isten kegyelmét,
amit a Golgotan felkinalt még a latornak is.

Van egy kedves, Osrégi torténet: egyszer egy
igehirdetdt megkérdezett egy ,,nagyokos” hallgatoja,
hogy vajon mikor kellene megtérnie, mikor kellene
elfogadnia Jézus Krisztus Golgotan felkinalt
kegyelmét. A prédikator ,.konnyedén azt valaszolta,
hogy elég lesz egy nappal, vagy éppen egy oraval a
halala elott. A fické 6rommel, szinte tanclépésekkel
tovabb ment, hogy aztan kis id6 mulva 16g6 orral
j0jjon vissza. Megkérdezte, hogy mikor is lesz a haléla
napja? ,,Ja” —valaszolta a prédikator, ,,azt senki nem
tudhatja.” Es ez igy igaz —ma is, a szamunkra is.

Van végtelen kegyelem Istennél, a mi mennyei
¢des Atyanknal. Igen, végtelen a kegyelem, de ugy,
hogy minden biint kész megbocséjtani, amit megban
a Golgota keresztje alatt a gonosz. Es tigy is végtelen,
hogy mindenkire kiterjed a hatdlya — igen, igen,...
még ,,0ra is”, akit pedig mar esetleg le is vettél a
kegyelmezettek lehetséges listajarol. De nem végtelen
a kegyelem ugy, hogy jatszhatunk vele. ,,Eljon az Ur
Jézus ,,itélni eleveneket és holtakat”, ahogyan azt a
,Hiszekegyben” minden vasarnap el is mondjuk —
magunk és masok okuldsara. Gondoljatok csak bele:
Isten kegyelme annyira ,,végtelen”, hogy tetszik
vagy nem, az is beleesik, akit... hat bizony... nehéz
elképzelni a Mennyorszagban.

Azért gondoljunk csak bele: belépiink lassan
a 2020. esztenddbe. Ez —tobbek kozott— azt is jelenti,
hogy Jézus Krisztus majdnem kétezer éve var. Varja
boldog Volegényként, hogy végre talalkozhasson a
Menyasszonyaval, a valasztottakkal, akiket draga
aron, a tulajdon vérén véltott meg. Es véar a nép is,
pedig de j6 lenne mar taldlkozni... De varunk —Vele
egylitt— azért, mert szeretete ,,még Ored is” ki akar
terjedni. fgy tekintsiink elére a 2020. évre, annak
minden terhével, nyligével —€s dromeivel egyiitt.

Végil egy kis szamtani feladat kovetkezik.
Bocsassatok meg ezt e sorok irdjanak, de matematikat
is tanitott Magyarorszagon. Tehat: 365 vagy —lévén
sz0kdév— 366 napunk lesz a kovetkezd évben. Jo, jo,
azért aludni is kell, dolgozni is kell, igy igaz. De akkor
azért szamoljuk ki, hogy ha levonjuk a munkés —s
alvas—orékat, akkorvajonhany 6rankmarad 366 napban
arra, amivel azt kezdiink, amit éppen mi akarunk?
M¢ég keményebb ez a szdm, ha percben szamoljuk
ki... Tegyiik ezt meg egyszer, és abban a pillanatban a
,,50k 1d8 — keves 1d6” fogalma atrendezddik bennuink.
Es majd a nagy ,.elszamolaskor” talan... talan... kicsit
kevesebbet kell majd pironkodnunk az 1d6é Ura,
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a végtelen Isten eldtt. Ilyen termékeny, hasznos
BOLDOG UJ EVET KIVANUNK minden Kedves
Olvasoénknak!

Nt. dr. Laszlo Imre
Nyugat-oldali Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz
Cleveland, Ohio

Egyhiz Zsinatanak vezetgivel és a Magyar
Diaszpora Tanacs IX. iilése

Immaron ,hagyomannya” valt, hogy a
Diaszpéra Tanécs reformdtus egyhazkeriileteinek ¢€s
egyhazainak vezetd tagjai €s lelkipasztorai hivatalos
gylilés keretében taldlkoztak a Magyarorszagi
Reformatus Egyhaz Zsinatanak vezetdivel. A talalkozo
f6 pontjai a diaszpora valamint a Kéarpat-medencei
reformatus gylilekezetek jelenlegi helyzete, és a
Ko6rosi Csoma Sandor egyhazi 0sztondij programja
voltak.

Nt. Vass Zoltan, Nt. Szigeti Miklos, Nt. Dézsi Csaba,
Nt. Karvansky Monika, Ft. Lizik Zoltan,
Ft. dr. Bogardi Szabo Istvan, dr. Huszar Pdl,
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba, Czanik Andras (balrol-jobbra)

A Magyar Diaszpora Tanacs november 14-
én tartotta IX. iilését Budapesten. A konferenciat
megel6z6 délutan —az Un. nulladik napon— a tandcs
kepvisel6i Szekszardra utaztak, ahol a Nemzetpolitikai
Allamtitkarsag a Bodri Pincészetben latta vendégiil
a képviseldket. Az este egyik f6 fénypontja —tobb
nagyszeri eldadés és program kozott— az volt, hogy a
résztvevok megtekintették a Hazajard miisor stabjanak
Ausztralidban készitett nagyszerii 6sszeallitasat.

Masnap a diaszpdra magyar szervezeteinek és
egyhazainak vezetdi —0sszesen 98 hivatalos résztvevo,
valamint 13 meghivott megfigyel6— talalkoztak

a Magyar Diaszpora Tanacs IX. iilésén a Varkert
Bazarban.

T
A Varkert Bazarban:
Ft. Lizik Zoltan, Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba, Mucsi Géza,

politikai tanacsado, Gér Andras, zsinati tandcsos,

Nt. Szigeti Miklos (balrol-jobbra)

Az egész napos gyllést Orban Viktor
miniszterelnok nyitotta meg. Miniszterelnok Ur
a diaszpordban ¢l6 magyarokrol a kovetkezOket
mondta: ,,s;émuk 2,5 millidra tehetd, tobbségiik az
Egyesiilt Allamokban és Kanadaban él. A magyar
kormany pedig szdmos programmal segiti, hogy
a diaszporakozosséget bekdsse a magyar nemzet
vérkeringésébe..., célul tlizve példaul egy magyar
emigracios és diaszporakdzpont létrehozasat.”

Délelott Semjén  Zsolt miniszterelnok-
helyettes koszonttte a tanacs tagjait valamint
a vendégeket. Eldadasaban elmondta, hogy, ,a
szocializmus  id6szakdban még  ellenségként
tekintettek az emigracidban él6 magyarokra, 1990-
2010 kozott pedig ‘mostohagyerek’ volt a diaszpora
magyarsaga. Nem foglalkoztak a diaszporat érintd
kérdésekkel, e kozosség sulya nem jelent meg
kelloképpen a tobbi magyar nemzetrész mellett. 2010

Ota a diaszpéra magyarsaga azonos sulyu €s azonos
Folytatas a 14. oldalon
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méltésagu nemzetrész a Kdérpat-medence magyar
nemzetrészei mellett.”

A délelétt folyaman Potapi Arpad Janos
nemzetpolitikaért felelés allamtitkar és dr. Szilagyi
Péter miniszteri biztos tajékoztatast adtak azokrol a
programokrol, amelyekkel a korméany a diaszpdéraban
¢16 magyarokat segiti. Fontos kiemelni, hogy a Korosi
Csoma Sandor egyhdzi program keretében a tavalyi
évtdl kezdve a Magyar Kormany a kiilfoldi magyar
egyhazi kozosségekben torténd szolgalatra is kiild
Osztondijasokat.

Potdpi  Arpad  Jéanos, nemzetpolitikiért  felelds
dllamtitkar, dr. Krasznai Csaba és dr. Szilagyi Péter,
miniszteri biztos (balrol-jobbra)

Ennek a programnak még hatékonyabb
megvaldsulasardl beszélgettek a délutdn folyamén az
Egyhazi és Cserkész Szervezetek Regionalis iilésén,
ahol szamos beszamol6t hallhattunk a diaszpdraban
¢l6 magyar egyhazak és cserkészet vezetOitdl és
képvisel6itdl.

| ,,J“ =T

Lendvai-Lintner Imre beszamoloja a cserkészek
munkajarol az Egyhdzi és Cserkész Szervezetek
Regionalis iilésén

A regionalis {ilésen elhangzott, hogy a
Tiszéntali Reformatus Egyhazkeriilet 2019. oktober
25-én ¢és 26-an tartott kozgytlésén hivatalosan
megalapitotta a Magyar Reformatus Diaszpora
Ko6zpontot Debrecenben.

Bemutatasra kertiltek a Reformatus Diaszpora
Kozpont céljai, melyek:

— a magyar reformatus diaszpora kutatdsa és
kutatasanak eldsegitése, szervezése,

— adatbazisok készitése, gylilekezetek,
lelkészek, egyhazi szervezetek, konyvek, egyéb
kiadvanyok Osszegytiijtése, rendszerezése,

— a dokumentumok taroldsa, feldolgozésa,
ennek szervezése,

— a magyar reformatus diaszpodra torténetének
feldolgozasa, ennek segitése, szervezése,

— kapcsolattartds a diaszporaban €16 magyar
reformatussaggal, gyiilekezetekkel, egyhaztestekkel,
szervezetekkel, a magyar reformatus diaszporaval
foglalkoz6 mas szervezetekkel,

— céljaival Osszefiiggd hitéleti, kulturalis és
tudomanyos események szervezése és ezekben vald
részvétel.

Az EgyhaziésCserkészSzervezetek Regionalis
talalkozdjan a két tarselndk jra megvalasztasara is
sor keriilt. A tovabbi két éves ciklusra megvalasztott
elnokok: Dr. Cserhati Ferenc, romai katolikus piispok
¢s Vass Zoltdn, a Kanadai Magyar Reformatus
Egyhazak Szovetségének ligyvezetd elnoke.

A Diaszpéra Tanacs {ilést a  hat
megvalasztott regiondlis elndk beszdmoldja zarta.
A Zardnyilatkozatban a Tanacs tagjai egyontetiien
kijelentették, hogy ,tdmogatjdk az egyhazak
kozosségépitésre €s keresztény nevelésre vonatkozo
torekvéseit.”

— il
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Az Orszaghaz Vadasz termében.
Dr. Virag Andras, az Orszaggyiilés elnokének titkara,
dr. Kover LaszIlo, a Magyar Orszaggytilés elndke és
dr. Krasznai Csaba (balrol-jobbra)
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A Magyar Diaszpora Tandcs IX. iilését Semjén
Zsolt miniszterelnok-helyettes zarta. A nap végén
dr. Kovér Laszloval, az Orszaggytlés elnokével
talalkoztunk az Orszédghazban. Elndk ur koszontése
utan egy barati fogadasra keriilt sor.

Dr. Krasznai Csaba, dr. Virag Andras, az Orszaggyiilés
elnb'kénelg titkara és Mucsi Géza, a Nemzetpolitikai
Allamtitkarsag politikai tanacsadoja
(balrél-jobbra)

E két napos alkalom zaré eseményeként Orban
Viktor miniszterelnok a Magyar Diaszpéra Tanacs
tagjait meghivta az jonnan megépiilt Puskas Ferenc
Stadionba, ahol a képviselok 68,000 résztvevovel
egylitt a magyarorszagi valogatottnak szurkolhattak
a Magyarorszag-Uruguay mérkdézésen. Csodas
megkorondzasa volt ez az esemény az otthon toltott
iddnek.

LRILE
Dr. Karjesik Gyorgy —a Sarasota-i Magyar Keresztyén
Egyhaz fégondnoka— a Puskas Ferenc Stadionban
drukkol a tébbi szurkoloval egyiitt,
a Magyarorszag-Uruguay mérkozésen

~N NN
~N NN

Végiil, de nem utols6 sorban kiemelném,
hogy halasak vagyunk Istennek a jelenlegi Magyar
Korméanyon keresztiil juttatott erkolcsi €s anyagi
gondoskodasért. A Nemzetpolitikai Allamtitkarsag
¢s a Bethlen Gabor Alapkezeld Zrt. egyrészt olyan
programokat szervez, melyekbe a diaszporaban ¢l6
magyarsag bekapcsolodhat, emellett évente anyagi
tdmogatast nyljt a diaszpéraban miikodé hétvégi
magyar iskoldk, magyar egyhazak és szervezetek
szamara. Kijelenthetjiik, hogy a kiilonb6z6 egyhazi
¢s vilagi programok, események megszervezése, azok
eszkoOztarainak fejlesztése e tamogatasok nélkiill nem
valosulnanak meg ilyen hatékony médon.

) " WG

Erdélyi Rudolf, a Bethlen Gdbor Alapkezelo Zrt.
vezérigazgatoja, Vitézné Dedak Katalin, a Bethlen
Gabor Alapkezel6 Zrt. hataron tuli tamogatdasok
igazgatodja és dr. Krasznai Csaba (balrol-jobbra)
Istené¢ legyen a dics6ség az aldott ¢&s
gylimolcs6z6 magyarorszagi Utért, valamint a barati
és testvéri kapcsolatokért!

Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Forras:

thttps://www.kormany. hu/hu/a-miniszterelnok/hirek/
bevandorlasellenesek-vagyunk-magyart-csak-magyarral-
lehet-potolni

’Nemzetpolitikai osszefoglalo. 2019. 45. Heét

‘Magyar Diaszpéra Tandes IX. Ulés, Zdarényilatkozat

120 éves a Clevelandi Magyar
Baptista Misszio
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2019. december 1-én halds szivvel és nagy
orommel gyiilekeztiink a Clevelandi Magyar Baptista
Misszio 120. évfordulojanak a megiinneplésére. Hala
volt a sziviinkben, mert mindeddig az Ur segitett meg
benniinket és tudjuk, hogy egyediil 6 segithet meg a

tovabbiakban is.
Folytatds a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrél

Nagy kivaltsag szamunkra, hogy a Stickney
Ave-n talalhatdo imahazba ellatogattak a Cleveland
kornyéki Magyar Egyhazak képviseldi, hogy
koszontésiikkel és batoritd  igékkel ¢épitsék a
hallgatosagot. A Reformatus Egyhéaz részérél harom
szolgatars lizenetét hallgathattuk meg: dr. Krasznai
Csaba piispok, illetve Toth Péter és Orosz Csaba
lelkészek részérdl.

Kulcsar Sandor, Dedk Zsolt-Attila és dr. Gergely
Istvan baptista lelkipasztorok (balrdl-jobbra)

A Baptista Gylilekezet oromét fokozta az
uj lelkipasztor Dedk Zsolt-Attila megérkezése
feleségével és harom gyermekével egytitt. Tobb, mint
ket éves varakozas utan kaphattdk meg az Egyesiilt
Allamokba sz616 vizumot és adhattak egytitt halat Isten
vezetéséért és az elmondott imak meghallgatasaért.

Az istentisztelet alatt meghallgathattuk a
torténelmi visszatekint6t, amit dr. Fazekas Erzsébet és
LaszIl6 allitottak 6ssze, hangolt az énekkar szolgalata,
a Harmonia - hazasok csoportja, majd igét hirdetett
dr. Gergely Istvan, az Eszak Amerikai Magyar
Baptista Gyiilekezetek Szovetségének elndke. Jo volt
megtapasztalni azt az aldott 1égkort, amelyet egyediil

Magyarorszag Chicagdi Fokonzulatusa
képviseletéeben Palmai Zsuzsanna konzul készonti az
tinneplo gyiilekezetet és felolvassa dr. Bencsik Zita

foékonzul asszony kdszonta levelét

Istentink tud létrehozni az 6 jelenléte altal. Lelkesitd
volt latni az egyhazak szép Osszefogasat, a szeretet
sokféle megnyilvanuldsat és megerdsiteni az egyiivé
tartozas tudatat. Az linneplés szeretetvendégséggel
folytatddott, amelyen szinte minden vendég veliink
tartott.

A Clevelandi Magyar Baptista Misszio 120.
evfordulojat megiinneplo lelkipasztorok, feleségeik
és prominens vendegeik

Halat adunk a Jo Istennek az elmult 120
évért. Azért imadkozunk, hogy legyen folytatas
ugy, hogy azon megnyugodhasson sokféle aldasa.
Egyben imdadkozunk a tobbi egyhazakért é&s
magyar testvéreinkért, hogy a nehézségek ellenére
novekedhessenek a gylilekezetek, erdsodhessenek
a Szent Lélek altal és legylink jo tantbizonysaga
ezen a kornyéken annak, hogy varjuk a mi Urunk
visszajovetelét! “Nekiink pedig a mennyben van
polgarjogunk, ahonnan az Ur Jézus Krisztust is varjuk
idvozitdil.” (Filippi 3:20)

Deadk Zsolt-Attila
baptista lelkész
Clevelandi Magyar Bethania Baptista Gyiilekezet

ai v
Flle (Lnjos verse
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Calvin Synod Homeland and Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Stefan Istvan Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center and
Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella Nadas
b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High School
c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis Gergely Reformed
High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund

e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a new
church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csiha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people in
Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee (TRAC)

j. Filetelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rézsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on the
check, in the memo section: Rozsa Enikdo.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School in
Nagydobrony in their mission work.

b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for Lazarus” to
feed the hungry in Csap.

c. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned down
in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers voluntarily
offer their services. The request is made to help rebuild this

M . oo BLESSED
o GIVE
v o RECEIVE

Acts 20:35

Please send your donations to the Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Kérjiik, hogy adomdnyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treasurer
3763 N. Hollingsworth Road, Altadena, CA 91001
Tel: 714-333-5300

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6d6 lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispoki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai

14530 Alexander Road  Walton Hills, OH

revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-221-5334

~N NN
~N NN

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZI0I KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Torok Istvan, Piispokhelyettes
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum és
Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinatora Nadas Gabriella.
b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f.  Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 10j templom és parokia

felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

i. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j- Filetelke: Rozsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrdl gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil. A csekk
memo részébe kérjiik irjak ra Rozsa Eniko nevét.

KARPATALIJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritdnus” arvahaz és
iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

b.Csap: “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyhatamogatasara
segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.

c. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek és
evangélizacios kozpont fo épiilete. A Bereg Camp
¢évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit lelki
feliidiilést. A kozpont munkasai Onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédiaja. Eldre is
kdszonik a segitséget.

NN N
~N N
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At GBU FiNANCIAL LIFE
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New York, New Jersey, Connecticut

Rev. Leslie E. Martin Melissa Pepin
848.240.1028 732.668.2607
Pennyslvania
Josepk Fabri Jenathan Noser
124.272.9517 724.288.5857
Ohio Ilinois Michigan
Rev. Jozsef Vasarhelyi Andras Demeler Rt. Rev. Ferenc Varga
740.373.3757 847.962.5055 734.783.0609

Hungurian Reformed Federation of America “A Division of GBU

GEU Finamcial Lil=
754 5w Wil Frar Blvel Fittshuegh, PA 1522733 | 1600765 4428 or 412384.5000 | Fax 4128845913 | E-mai: infesqbuong | wwwgbu.og
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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Securing your
family’s financial future.

Preserving our
Hungarian herrtage.

Serving the
greater community.

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
1-800-848-7366 ® www.wpalife.org




