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“Give thanks in all circumstances!”

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God s will for you in Christ Jesus”
(IThessalonica 5:18 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We have gone through a
challenging year of 2020, due
to this pandemic, that had and
still has a great effect not only
on our personal life, but on our
churches’ life, as well. I do not
know how you think about this
whole time of pandemic, but
I think about it a lot how our lives will get back to
the “close to” normal track. Additionally, we are still
trying to find the answer to the question: How should
we relate to this changed situation of our lives, both
in our personal and also in our church life? This is
a complex situation and many of us do not see the
way out. We only hope and pray that this pandemic
will end relatively soon, and in the meantime, we are
waiting and live our everyday lives that have changed
a lot.

If we look at our lives, we may find that there
is a constant change between the good and the difficult
things. Which one do you focus on more: the good or
the bad? How do you consider and look at the good
things and the difficulties, trials? These are important
questions because the answer you give to these
questions and the way you live will greatly determine
your everyday life in this new year of 2021.

The apostle Paul gives us a “recipe” in how we
should look at our lives and what should we focus on.
The text says this to us as we are on the threshold of this
New Year: “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians
5:18). According to the Word of God we are to give
thanks in all circumstances. This does not mean that
we must give thanks for all circumstances, because
not everything that happens to us in life is a good
thing.

Sometimes the circumstances of our lives are
not always good. For example, how could we give
thanks for a severe sickness, or when a loved one passes
away? That is a heart-wrenching time. However, we
can give thanks if God teaches us something very
important during the time of sickness, or if we think
of the many joyful and blessed events we shared with
our loved one, or if our deceased loved one was a
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Christian and passed away in the Lord. That makes
the burdens somewhat bearable. In all circumstances
we may find a way to give thanks to God. There is
always something, in every circumstance of life, to
be thankful if we look deeper than the surface of our
problems. I think it is always right to give thanks to
God for every good thing in life and ask His blessing
on our lives, our loved ones, our work, our church, our
belongings, etc.

The Book of Psalms is full of praise and
thanksgiving to God. We can learn from this book
and especially from David, who wrote many of the
Psalms. For example, Psalm 100 gives us more insight
into our expressions of thanksgiving. It says, “Enter
his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name. For the LORD
is good and his love endures forever, his faithfulness
continues through all generations” (Psalm 100:4-5).

Letus look at why giving thanks is so important
for Christians:

1. First and foremost the Bible teaches to give

thanks to God and be thankful to Him.

2. Thanksgiving magnifies the blessings of the

Lord in our lives. It changes our prospective of

life. It causes us to lose sight of our earthly

problems and focus more on God’s goodness.

It helps us to resist the devil’s temptations.

3. Giving thanks to the Lord and praising Him

brings joy into our lives. It brings to

remembrance His indescribable love and
mercy.

4. Living with a thankful heart not only makes

us grow in our faith in Christ, but it also

becomes a way to witness to those around us.

5. Thanksgiving transforms the spiritual

atmosphere around us. It washes our soul,

strengthens us, and clothes us with the presence
and power of God.

Let me share a story with you regarding living
with a thankful heart: The young man was feeling very
proud of himself. As a brand-new college graduate, he
had taken the C.P.A. Exams and passed with all the
honors. Now he was a full-fledged Certified Public
Accountant.

His father had been an immigrant to the United
States and now owned his little business. Filled with
self-importance, the young man began to criticize his
father’s way of keeping books. He said, “Dad, you
don 't even know how much profit you’ve made. Over
here, in this drawer, are your accounts receivable.
Over there are your receipts, and you keep all your
money in the cash register. You don't have any idea

how much you’ve made.”

The father answered, “Son, I came to this
country with a luggage of some clothes in it, the only
thing that I owned. Now, your brother is a doctor,
your sister is an art teacher, and you are a C.PA.
Your mother and I own our home. We have a car, and
we own this little business. Now add that up, subtract
the luggage, and all the rest is profit.”

Add it up, brothers and sisters! That’s exactly
what we need to do at this time: Add it all up! We
came into this world with nothing but the breath of
life that God breathed into us. Everything else is
profit and let us admit that we all have profited quite
well. So, you and I have good reasons to give thanks
to the Lord.

I would like to encourage you to add it all up
what you have received in your life. Look at God’s
goodness to you and the many-many blessings He
has given you in Jesus, even in the last year which
had many challenges and difficulties. Look forward
with thankful hearts to the year of 2021. Know that
in Christ and with Christ new blessings and new
possibilities may open for you. Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

_ive
with a
Thankful
Heart!

A word seldom used,
yet its meaning permeates our whole life

Scripture reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17.

Text: “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners—of whom I am the worst.” 1 Timothy 1:15.

At the beginning of the New Year let one word
from the Bible help us prepare for the future, face the
challenges, find strength to persevere, and continue
what we have done well. This word is ACCEPTANCE
as we read in our text. The original Greek word

Continued on Page 4



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Continued from Page 3
appears only twice in the New Testament in [ Timothy
1:15 and 4:9. The verb TO ACCEPT has many
meanings: “To take (what is offered or given); receive
especially willingly. To approve, agree or consent. To
respond to in the affirmative...”

TO HELP PREPARE FOR THE NEW YEAR,
WE NEED TO INCREASE OUR ACCEPTANCE OF
THINGS SUCH AS:

TO ACCEPT MYSELF the way I was born.
Some were born exceptionally lucky and/or talented,
but they are not many. A few are bright, beautiful, or
handsome; and, on the other hand, many were born
with problems. What else can we do but accept the
way we look and move around.

TO ACCEPT THE FAMILY OF WHICH I
BECAME A MEMBER. Neither can parents choose
their children nor the children their parents. We say:
“You can pick your friends but you can’t pick your
relatives!” Can you blame your parents if they are
poor?

TO ACCEPT THE PLACE AND TIME
where and when you entered into this world and
where you should live your life. Would it possible
for every citizen of a poor nation to immigrate into a
rich country? Why can some people live in peace and
comfort while others must live in fear and danger due
to war or racial/ethnic tension?

TO ACCEPT MY FATE, MISFORTUNE,
LOSS, AND TRAGEDY. How do you comfort those
who came home from war maimed, sick, and disabled?
It was often not their decision to be sent to fight and
serve our country in uniform. Is it fair that “all gave
some but some gave all?” Christ accepted His lot (see
Matthew 26:39) and wanted His followers to do the
same: “...If anyone would come after me he must
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow
me” Luke 9:23.

TOACCEPT THE PASTAND THE FUTURE.
Concerning the past, what has already taken place
cannot be changed. And, as for the future, we do not
know what is waiting for us.

Acceptance does notmean total SURRENDER,
giving up hope, and not being diligent and industrious.
We need to encourage all people to do their best. The
chance is there to get better and those who try harder
will experience improvement. We should offer our
understanding, assistance, and patience. Sympathy
and cooperation are great incentives. Kindly read the
story of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-37.

The ADVANTAGED and the
DISADVANTAGED should practice acceptance.
What can we say about those who are lucky, fortunate,

well-to-do, famous, and successful? Here we use our
faith and moral conviction as a guide. Those who
HAVE should feel obligated to help and support those
who do not have enough or are unfortunate. We should
accept our Christian, humanitarian, and charitable
duties and responsibilities toward the homeless and
penniless. This is not politics; it is the teaching of
the Bible. Please read James 2:14-17 and read Jesus’
instruction to the rich young man Matthew 19:16-21.
In the Old Testament please read Isaiah 58:6-7. Keep
in mind the parable of the sheep and the goats; why
and how were they separated? From Matthew 25:31-
46, the verses of 35-36 as well as 42-43 explain the
reason of the judgment.

We reach the highest degree of acceptance
when we worship God. God is sovereign. He is the
creator and we are His creation, thus we cannot dictate
conditions for the Almighty. We should accept God as
the Bible presents Him. Many turn away from God
because He is not that Deity whom some demanding
people expect God to be. Can we influence or
manipulate our heavenly Father? Will only a fulfilled
prayer or a granted urgent request allow us to accept
God? Should the Almighty become a safety feature
or a divine sponsor for us? Apostle Paul perceived
God from a spiritual viewpoint when he wrote to the
Romans: “He (God) who did not spare his own Son,
but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things?” Romans 8:32.

The greatest acceptance is when God has
accepted you (and me) as His adopted son/daughter
through Jesus Christ. As Apostle Paul wrote: “Accept
one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order
to bring praise to God.” Romans 15:7. (NIV)

Rev. Alexander Jalso

‘W@ A@@
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Our Life’s Last Word

by Pastor Chuck Huckaby

Note The characters in this story are completely
fictional, though in my pastoral ministry ['ve found
many if not most men share the despair - yet not
always the hope - described. The human pain depicted
is all too real. The recent suicide of a local middle
school student reminds us that misery is not just an
irrelevant word from a dusty old catechism. Misery is
the condition of fallen humanity and we may taste its
sting at any age or in any circumstance.

As the bile of disappointment rose in his throat, Ron
swallowed hard and tried to put on a happy face.

Another job interview that seemed to go so well had
ended with a “we’re not moving forward at this time.”

He was mad as fire. He just about broke his finger
punching the big red “disconnect” button on the screen
of his iPhone to end the call.

His deep gloom wasn’t just about the “not now”
though.

Life had not turned out as he’d hoped. At age 50,
the relationships, career, and even the church he’d
assumgd would make him happy had all failed him it
seemed.

Weren’t those all supposed to make him supremely
happy and fulfilled?

Not that he wasn’t happily married and probably
happier than most ... but it wasn’t the “ideal” marriage
all his friends seemed to brag about on Facebook with
their “flawless kids”, new fishing boats, and new cars.
His car was so old by now even the “extended car
warranty” companies didn’t even call... now, that’s
insulting!

He’d learned the lesson already that his father’s idea

of a “good job” no longer existed. His employers kept

acting like it was a privilege that his job hadn’t been

sh1 ped off to China already. He cou[ldn ’t do enough

e smart enough to feed the insatiable hunger of

}ﬁls employers to get something for nothing and still
e sane.

Church was disappointing too. Everything about it
was just “OK”. Most people were nice. A few were
crotchety. There was something tempting about
the other churches he’d watched online during the
“COVID lockdown”. Maybe it was the music. He
didn’t really know. Maybe he just wanted to be lost
in a crowd.

Truth be told nothing seemed quite right in any area
of his life.

It was like a picture he’d tried to hang in his living

room the other day.

No matter what he did, it never seemed to hang quite
straight.

Everything he did left the picture slightly off level to
one degree or another. Trying to fix it never fixed it.

As he thought about it all, it really wasn’t his marriage,
his career, his relationships or his church and yet it
was all these things.

Nothing seemed quite right.
God?
They hadn’t talked much lately.

Outwardly he wondered if his life wasn’t becoming
like “Death by a Thousand Cuts”... that ancient torture
where no single delicate slice was deadly or even
dangerous in itself. But combined, the shock to the
system - the drops of blood beading up in a hundred
places, fresh emergency signals burdening the brain
with each incision, the dull agony from old incisions,
the heart’s constant pumping to send healing blood to
each new gash until the onslaught of of it all combined
collapsed the system. All these things were nothing
in themselves but, together, were overwhelming. They
ultimately lead to death.

Except in Ron’s case it seemed to be “Death by a
Thousand Indignities.”

In the middle of this latest dark reverie, he heard his
wife calling him.

She needed him to move a box of old books so she
could find something she’d been looking for.

“Might as well...” he grumbled to himself.

Didn’t she understand what he was going through?

In fact, she knew something was wrong but had learned
long ago there was no way she could “fix”” Ron or, for
tﬁat matter, even “make him happy”. Didn’t he know
that?

As he picked up the box of books and started lugging it
into the garage, the smell of gasoline and a lawnmower
smelling of grass clippings greeted him. Perhaps it
distracted him.

He tumbled headlong after his foot clipped the
doorjamb. He barely caught himself, but he lost grip
on the books.

His hand caught his fall on a wooden workbench
leaving a bloody scrape. “Just 999 more cuts to go!”
he mused.

The books fell everywhere and made a haphazard
mosaic pattern on the floor.

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5

Lying there on the top was something he hadn’t seen
in a while.

Sure, the pastor had mentioned it from time to time.

Sometimes the congregation read from it as their
weekly “Confession of faith” but, otherwise, it had
been a long time since he studied it. 8th grade to be
precise.

It was his old catechism.
Maybe he should just throw it away.

What do they say? If you haven’t read something in
years ... you don’t need it right?

He started putting the scattered books back in the box.
His eye kept turning to the old catechism.

After é)utting the other books back in the box, he put
the old catechism on his work bench.

He thought he might look at it one more time for
nostalgia’s sake before tossing it away.

He’d remembered being happier then.

The old book smell of the little volume assaulted his
nose and Ron sneezed.

He couldn’t put the old book down though.

“What is your only comfort in life and death?” Ron
read.

He read the answer.

Then his eyes traced the notes he had written in a young
boys script and traced the arrows he’d made in his little
catechism to the other times words like “comfort”,
“trust”, ‘“assure”, “knowledge,” “undoubtedly”,
‘confirm” and even ‘“amen” appeared across all the
questions and answers.

He’d written something down a long-forgotten pastor
had told his catechism class:

“God’s comfort comes from outside of us, from what
Christ has accomplished for us. When we look to
ourselves and our circumstances without looking to
Christ, ultimately we will understand the depths of
emptiness, sin and misery.”

When he’d first written those words down, he probably
just considered them the ranting of a crazy old preacher
- and therefore meaningless.

But now they suddenly came at him with the delicacy
of an 18 wheeler rolling over a milk jug.

The catechism finally made sense of his situation and
his life.

He lived in a fallen world but had been counting on

finding happiness in it everywhere - except in the
One who had conquered our sin, misery, and death.

He found himself simultaneously ashamed and
hopeful.

Sitting on a stool he wondered what else the old
catechism might say.

He lost track of time reading, as it were, his catechism
for the very first time.

It was the first afternoon in many a year he had lost
himself in thinking of God, Jesus, the Bible and
how, ultimately, his life without Jesus’ death on the
cross and resurrection would be an endless cycle of
misery... he’d proven that to himself for sure.

Even though he had memorized the answers in his
youth to the catechism’s many questions, it was only
now as he’d tried to navigate li%e in his own wisdom
and strength, ruthlessly focused on himself, not Jesus,
that he realized he’d been on the verge of losing it
all... shutting out his wife and family and children
and ready to sing an old country song to his boss
about “Taking this job and shoving it.”

And he didn’t even know why.
He had just been filled with endless, well, “misery”.

Jesus had gone from being the Savior Ron loved to
becoming just another idle, almost forgotten word, in
the dictionary of Ron’s life.

He sat there reading his catechism all afternoon.

He only lifted his head and stood up to go back to the
house when his wife became worried and called out
urgently for him, fearing he had succumbed to the
final despair.

Instead he had a joy he hadn’t known in years.

The dusty little catechism with the notes of an 8th
grade boy who miraculously had listened in class had
saved him.

He didn’t know how it would all work out, but he
wasn’t just trusting himself any more.

He was trusting the Resurrected Jesus today to deliver
him from sin and misery and lead him forward... into
the comfort of Christ’s new life.

That’s what Jesus, and His servant, that little dusty
catechism came to do: To deliver us from ourselves
so that we can live in the “comfort”, that is, the grace
of God.

Do you have this comfort?

Is Christ the Last Word?

Rev. Chuck Huckaby is the minister of
the First Reformed Church in Fulton, IL
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Mrs. Maria Magdolna Vadai Chikes
1922-2020

Mrs. Maria Magdolna
Vadai Chikes died
peacefully Tuesday morning
August 11, 2020, at Asbury
- Park Methodist Village in
Gaithersburg, MD. At 98,
she was preceded in death
by her beloved husband
of 53 years, Dr. Tibor
. Chikesof Washington, DC.
Survivors include four sons
and their wives: Csaba and
Cathy Chikes of Falls Church, VA; Dr. Peter and
Nancy Chikes of Concord, NC; Gabe and Kristy
Chikes of Germantown, MD; and Dr. Ben and Anne
Chikes of Lititz, PA; 12 grandchildren; and 9 great-
grandchildren.

Born August 1, 1922, in Budapest, Hungary,
she was the daughter of Maria and Ferenc Vadai.
Amidst the twilight charms of the fading Habsburg
empire, her parents raised their only child in
Kisujszallas where her mother was school director of
the all-girls elementary and middle schools. Maria’s
father was director of the all-boys college preparatory
high school, Méricz Zsigmond. They instilled in her
a lifelong interest and curiosity for culture, literature,
art, and music. She married a young minister, Dr.
Tibor Chikes, in 1942. They all survived World War
II, sheltering in a Budapest air raid cellar, during the
conclusive house-to-house battles during the siege of
Budapest in 1945. The Red Army’s ultimate victory
resulted in the 46-year Soviet military occupation of
Hungary.

The congregation at Parkside United Church
of Christ, founded in 1900 by Hungarian immigrants
in Phoenixville, Pa., invited Tibor to serve as their
minister, so, in July 1947, she and Tibor immigrated to
America with their two young sons. They later moved
to Pittsburgh where Tibor served as the Minister of
Counseling at Baldwin Community United Methodist
Church. Maria was an active partner and support to
her husband, the Hungarian-American congregations,
and through both, other refugees fleeing Soviet-
occupied Hungary after the failed 1956 revolution.

In 1960, they settled in northwest Washington
DC with their now four sons when her husband
joined the faculty of Wesley Theological Seminary.
Maria lived in the same house in DC for over 55 years
and considered herself a proud Washingtonian. She
remained a lifelong avid reader of literature and news

including the daily print edition of The Washington
Post. For eight years, she worked at the Tenley-
Friendship Neighborhood Library, a branch of the
District of Columbia Public Library System. She
eventually gave up the library position to nurse Tibor
through Parkinson’s disease until his death in 1996.

Together with Wesley Seminary leadership,
Maria created a graduate scholarship in Tibor’s
honor to annually support seminary graduate students
from his alma mater in Hungary, the University of
Debrecen. Over the next two decades, she advocated
for and supported eleven students for two years each
through the program. They have all gone on to careers
as ministers and church leaders throughout North
America and Europe.

On Friday, September 18, 2020, a small,
restricted by COVID, group of family and friends
gathered at the Wesley Seminary’s Oxnam Chapel
for a private service. Her extended family joined
virtually. A larger public memorial/celebration of life
service is planned for a later date post-pandemic. In
lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Tibor
and Maria Chikes Scholarship Program, Wesley
Theological Seminary, 4500 Massachusetts Avenue,
NW, Washington, DC 20016.

Mr. Csaba Chikes

Gabriel Chikes, Dr. Benjamin Chikes, Mrs. Maria V.
Chikes, Dr. Peter Chikes, and Csaba Chikes
(from left to right)

. ...'1"'

IF WE LIVE, WE KIVE FORTHE L ORD; !
AND IF WE DIE-WEIDIE FOR THE LORD:
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Logos in the Prologue of the Fourth Gospel
as a Jewish Concept

Part 3
Viktor J Toth, PhD Candidate

B. Light in the Story of Redemption

According to Thomas H. Tobin “light” is
introduced in the Prologue as the “light of men” but
because of the mentioning of “beginning” in the first
two verses, it must be connected to Gen 1:1-5.%° Yet
there is one inevitable difference between the two
texts: contrary to Genesis, where light overcomes
darkness in an instant, the Prologue (especially verse
5) alludes to a continuous struggle between light and
darkness. Thus, the uses of light in the Prologue (and
in all of the Gospels) seems to refer more to the use of
light in the other parts of the Tanakh, and especially
as these texts were interpreted in late Second Temple
Judaism. In that context light is a symbol of the divine
presence and salvation (cf. Exod 13:21; Ps 27:1;
36:9; Isa 60: 19), often of the future eschatological
salvation (cf. Mic 7:8; Isa 2:5; 9:2; 58:8, 10; 60:1-
3;Bar 5:9). More particularly we find the Word of
God represented by light that guides people to God
(Cf. Ps 119:105, 130).%° According to Frank Sirbroun
the writer of the Prologue took up the symbol of light
from Judaism, where it referred variously to God’s
presence, God’s salvation, the Law, Wisdom, and
Logos.”!

There is a narrative in the Book of 1 Enoch
that tells a similar story about a light bearing figure
than what is told in the Prologue about /logos. Here
we meet with a complex redeemer figure, called
the “Son of Man,” who combines many elements
derived from different texts of Scripture.®? I think it
is appropriate to present a longer quotation from the
book to demonstrate the full range of the similarity
with the Prologue:

And in that place I saw an inexhaustible

spring of righteousness and many springs of

wisdom surrounded it, and all the thirsty
drank from them and were filled with wisdom,
and their dwelling was with the Righteous and
the Holy and the Chosen. And at that hour that

Son of Man was named, in the presence of the

Lord of Spirits, and his name brought to the

Head of Days. Even before the Sun and the

constellations were created, before the Stars

of Heaven were made, his name was named in
front of the Lord of Spirits. He will be a staff
to the righteous and the Holy, so that they may
lean on him and not fall, and he will be the

Light of the Nations, and he will be the hope
of those who grieve in their hearts
(1 En.48:1-4).%

From this text, and from the aforementioned
examples, it is clear that “light” has a continuous
redemptive role in the interpretation of Tanakh and
also in the religious texts of Second temple Judaism.

II. Conclusion

In this paper | surveyed a wide range of Jewish
religious texts to find analogies to the Epilogue of the
Fourth Gospel. First, I pointed out its possibilities to
the Hebrew creation story in Genesis 1, and then to
the creation of humanity with the mediateory help of
the Jewish thinker Philo of Alexandria. Then I turned
to the Aramaic text of the Pentateuch and shed light
on the connection between logos and memra, and
Shekinah and God’s presence in humanity. Finally,
I presented “life” and “light” as two elements in the
Jewish redemption narratives. The comparisons are
undeniable. The narrative of /ogos as it is told in the
Prologue is a Jewish story as much as it is a Greek one.
I believe that even more so. Yet, from a Christological
point of view one crucial question remains. Is the
logos divine?

Richard Bauckham argues that in Second
Temple Judaism the identity of Israel’s one God was
described by certain “divine functions.”** Even God’s
“attributes” are based on these functions (e.g. God’s
inherent eternity is based on the fact that God is the
creator of everything, thus existed before everything
that was created). It means that these “functions”
are integral to who God is. I believe that the /ogos
presented in this paper clearly have divine “functions”
and therefore he must be one with God. Or to put it
in another way, by presenting the /ogos functioning
as God integrates him into who God is. Craig Evans
finds yet another way to say the same thing talking
about God’s capacities. He proclaims that “the creative
capacity of God was Logos.”® Then he adds that the
comparison is doubled: /ogos is God, and what logos
does God does.

One might ask another crucial question: if
logos has so many counterparts, especially in Second
temple Judaism, why Christianity divided from
Judaism? Apostle Paul is talking about the revelation
about the Godhead as something which was hidden for
centuries and only became intelligible after Christ’s
appearance in the person of Jesus of Nazareth (Rom
16: 25; Col 1: 26-27, 2: 2; Eph 3: 4-5; 1 Tim 3: 16).%¢
Therefore we see that this revelation was present from
the beginning in the 7anakh. We also can detect and
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dynamic trend regarding the revelation about God in
Judaism. There is a “strict” oneness presented in the
Deuteronomic literature that becomes more and more
complex in the Writings and the Later Prophets.®’
Then when it comes to the translation/interpretations
we can detect the scholarly “struggles” to present
God transcendence immanence at the same time.®®
They were trying to utter the mystical. But when God
revealed this secret of the Godhead in the incarnation
of the /logos most the Jewish scholars of the time
discarded the revelation.

Butthebrake did nothappenbecause Christians
started to profess some kind of binitarianism. As we
saw above, for many Jews it was not alien to their
monotheism. The issue was the incarnation. The
contemporary Jewish thinker, who is very much
involved in Jewish-Christian dialogue Michael
Wyschogrod puts the difference as follows:

The authors of the definition of Chalcedon

were very clear ... to depict a person who was

both human and divine while retaining his
identity as one person... This is my

understanding of Christian incarnation and I

do not find anything like that in Jewish

sources.®”’

Another Jewish thinker, Martin Buber, finds
also no problem with topics like the pre-existence of
the /ogos. But in a similar way he finds the singling
out Jesus of Nazareth as a person who is not just God
special representative, but a divine incarnation alien
to Judaism.” The faith that God was incarnate in Jesus
indeed means a grave violation of the prohibition of
idolatry.”

Does this division mean that Christian
theologians cannot learn from Judaism about Christ?
In my estimation it does not. I believe that there is
Christological value in the study of this field. I also
wish that in the future there will more dedicated
scholars who will be willing to peek over the shoulders
of the Jewish sages to see into the mysteries of Christ.

Source:

'The Hungarian translation of this article has been
published in Studia Biblica—Bibliai Tanulmanyok, 11.
évfolyam 1. szam, 2020, pp. 65-76.

2The Greek word Adyog appears in multiply ways in
written English texts. I decided to use the Latinized version
in italics because even if it sounds familiar in English,
it is still a foreign word (does not appear in Merriam-
Webster s collegiate Dictionary). Since the Greek original
is masculine, for the sake of simplicity I will refer to it
using the English third person masculine pronoun, while
recognizing the fact that the Divine logos has no gender.

3 For an excellent contemporary outline of this
concept see George R. Beasley-Murray, Johin (WBC 36;
Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999), pp.6—7.

4 1 will refer to the first 18 verses of the Fourth
Gospel throughout this paper as “the Prologue.”

STt is “Jewish” in the sense that it does not contain
any concept that is alien to Second Temple Judaism (with
the exception of the incarnation of logos in verse 14).

¢ See for example George R. Beasley-Murray,
John (WBC 36; Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1999), 3; Thomas H. Tobin, “Logos,” ABD 4:352;
Sheri D. Kling, “Wisdom Became Flesh,” Currents in
Theology and Mission 40 (2013): 182; John Ashton, “The
Transformation of Wisdom” NTS 32 (1986): 170; Daniel
Boyarin, “The Gospel of the Memra: Jewish Binitarianism
and the Prologue to John” HTR 94 (2001): 267-68.

7 This is a slightly modified form of John
Lightfoot’s version in John Lightfoot, A Commentary on
the New Testament from the Talmud and Hebraica 11,
Luke-John (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1859;
reprint, 1979), 237.

8 The Greek word 60&a is mostly translated as
“glory” in verse fourteen, which is a more literal translation
of the word. I will explain my word choice below.

? Beasley-Murray, John, 5.

1 Tbid., 11.

""Paul N. Anderson, “Word, The,” TNID 5:893.

12 See also in Beasley-Murray, John, 7.

3 Thomas H. Tobin, “The Prologue of John and
Hellenistic Jewish Speculation” CBQ 52 (1990): 254n 9.

14 Ibid., 258.

15 Tbid. Tobin makes one mistake: He claims that
727 (dabar) appears in Gn 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, and 26.
The truth is that 727 is absent from the first chapters in
Genesis. The word used in the chapter as God commanding
voice is X1 ("amar). More exactly it is "Rn) (yomer), the
third-person masculine singular future tense of the verb.

16 Thomas H. Tobin, “Logos,” ABD 4:350.

7 Craig A. Evans, John, Hebrews-Revelation
(BKBC 2; Colorado Springs, CO: Cook Communications
Ministries, 2005), 41.

18 Craig S. Keener, “John, the Gospel of,” DJG:377.

1 Daniel Boyarin, “The Gospel of the Memra:
Jewish Binitarianism and the Prologue to John” HTR 94
(2001): 264.

2 Ibid., 267.

21 Philo, Heir, 12.57.(All citations from Philo are
from The Works of Philo, trans. by C. D. Yonge).

22 Philo, Heir, 12.57.

2 Philo, Alleg. Inerp., 3.96.

2 Tbid.

# Philo, QG, 1.8.

% Yonge’s translation here is misleading. He
translates BéovAdyov with one word: God.

27 Craig A. Evans, Ancient Texts for New Testament
Studies (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005), 185.

28 Bernard Grossfeld, trans., The Targum Ongelos
to Genesis (vol. 6 of The Aramaic Bible; ed. Martin
McNamara; Wilmington, DE: Michael Glazier, Inc., 1988),
25.

¥ Ibid., 27-28.

Continued on Page 10
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3% Anderson, 897. Also, in Rober Hayman, Divine
Name and Presence: The Memra (Oxford Centre for
Postgraduate Hebrew Studies; Totowa, N.J.: Allanheld,
Osmun, 1981): 3, c.p. in Boyarin: 254,

31 David H. Stern, Jewish New Testament
Commentary (JNTC; Jewish New Testament Publications,
Inc., 1992), 154.

32 Daniel Boyarin, “The Gospel of the Memra:
Jewish Binitarianism and the Prologue to John” HTR 94
(2001): 252-53.

* Tg. Neof. Gen 1:1. (The italic is in the original,
indicating the interpretive elements in the text [every time
in Targumic citations]).

3 Tg. Neof. Gen 1:3-5. The pattern in the following
verses is: 1) “The Memra of the Lord said;” 2) “the Lord
made;” 3) “the Memra of the Lord called;” 4) “And it was
according to his Memra.”

35 Tg. Neof. Gen 1:26-29.

3¢ Tg. Ps.-J. Gen 3:24.

37 Tg. Ps.-J. Gen 3:8. Also in Tg. Ong. and in Tg.
Neof.

38 Tg. Neof. Exod 3:4.

¥ Lit.: I, my Memra will be.”

“ Tg. Neof. Exod 3:12

4 Tg. Neof- Num 23: 21. also in Num 14:9.

42 Tg. Neof- Exod 2:25. also in 3:8.

4 Tg. Ps.-J. fn. 56 for Gen 3:23.

4 Grossfeld, 30.

4 Tbid.

4 Ibid.

4 Tg. Neof. Exod 3:1, 6.

% Tg. Ong. Exod 3:1, 6. Verse 6 it reads: “Moses
hid his face, for he was afraid to look in the direction of the
glory of the Lord.”

¥ David H. Stern, Jewish New Testament
Commentary (JNTC; Jewish New Testament Publications,
Inc., 1992), 662—63.

50 McNamara, Martin, trans., Targum Neofiti 1:
Genesis. (Vol. 1A of The Aramaic Bible. Edited by Martin
McNamara. Wilmington, DE: Michael Glazier, Inc., 1988),
36.

I Simon Ross Valentine, “The Johannine Prologue
— a Microcosm of the Gospel” EQ 68:3 (1996): 299.

2 R. Kendal Soulen, “Hallowed Be Thy Name!
The Tetragrammaton and the Name of the Trinity,” in Jews
and Christians, People of God (ed. Carl E. Braaten and
Robert W. Jenson; Grand rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 2003), 34-35; fn. 32.

53 Michael Wyschogrod, Abraham’s Promise:
Judaism and Jewish-Christian Relations, ed. R. Kendall
Soulen (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
2004), 178.

3 Thomas H. Tobin, “The Prologue of John,” 254.

% Keener, 377.

¢ Craig E. Evans, “Midrash,” DJG: 546.

7 D. H. Johnson, “Life,” DJG: 470.

58 Tbid.

% Thomas H. Tobin, “The Prologue of John,” 262—
63.

6 G. F. Shirbroun, “Light,” DJG: 472.

5! Tbid.

62 Marinus De Jonge, “Messiah,” 4BD 4:785.

8 “Book of Enoch,” accessed August 15, 2014,
http://book-ofenoch.com/ (emphasis is mine).

6 Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the God of Israel
(Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 2008), 181, 23335.

% Evans, John, Hebrews-Revelation, 41.

5 Paul’s letters and the letters written under his
name/authority are using the term “mystery of Christ,” but
from our perspective it is a “mystery of the Godhead” (i.e.
the Father, Son (Christ), and Holy Spirit).

7 The restricted volume of this project prevented
me to tap into the immerse analogues to logos in the
Wisdom literature, or the development of YHWH’s divine
presence among humanity (especially in Isaiah, Daniel,
and Ezekiel).

% The “struggle” is especially clear in the early
Targumim, but also detectable in the LXX. Again, we have
no place here to present the second one.

% Wyschogrod, 217.

" Martin Buber, Two Types of Faith, a Study of
the Interpretation of Judaism and Christianity (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1951), 113. Buber brings up this
concept several times in the book.

" R. Kendall Soulen, The God of Israel and
Christian Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996),
9.

For the full Bibliography, please contact with
the author of the article: Rev. Viktor Toth, Email:
revtoth@gmazl com

In the beglnmng ES the Word
and the Word was with God,
‘and the Word was God.
. John1:1 '

@/y NEW YEAR

You crown the year with Your goodness;
And Your paths drip with abundance.
PSALM-65:11
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»Mindenért halat adjatok!”

,Mindenért halat adjatok, mert ez az Isten
akarata Jézus Krisztus dltal a ti javatokra.”
(I Thesszalonika 5:18)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gyiilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

Egy kihivassal teli
2020-as éven vagyunk tul —a
jarvany okozta helyzet miatt—,
mely nemcsak a személyes
¢letliinkre, de a gyiilekezeteink
¢letére is kihatassal volt és
van még ma is. Nem tudom,
hogy vagy vele, de én sokat
gondolkozomazon, hogymilesz,
mi fog torténni a kozeljovoben. Hogy fog visszatérni
az életlink a ,,normalishoz kozeli” kerékvagasba? Még
mindig csak talalgatunk és probalkozunk, hogy hogyan
viszonyuljunk a megvaltozott életkoriilményekhez
mind a sajat, mind pedig a gyiilekezeti ¢letben. Nagyon
komplex a dolog, és sokan nem latjuk a kiutat, csak
reménykedni és imadkozni tudunk, hogy vége legyen
ennek a jarvanynak, és mindekdzben varunk és €ljiik
a megvaltozott mindennapjainkat.

Ha a sajat életiinkre nézilink, megallapithatjuk,
hogy az tele van a j6 dolgok és a nehézségek
valtakozasaval. Melyikre fokuszalsz inkabb: a jora
vagy a rossz dolgokra? Hogyan gondolkodsz a jo
dolgokrdl és arossz dolgokrol, a megprobaltatasokrol?
Ezek fontos kérdések, mert az ezekre adott valasz és
ahogyan €lsz, nagyban meg fogja hatdrozni a napjaidat
a 2021-es uj évben.

Pal apostol egy ,receptet” kinal szdmunkra
azzal kapcsolatban, hogy hogyan ¢éljiik az életiinket
¢s mire fokuszaljunk. A textus a kovetkezokre biztat
benniinket, ahogy ennek az Uj évnek a kiiszobén
vagyunk: ,, Mindenért halat adjatok, mert ez az
Isten akarata Jézus Krisztus dltal a ti javatokra.”

(I1Thesszalonika 5:18) lIsten igéje szerint minden
korilményben ¢és korilmények kozott adjunk
halat. Ez természetesen nem jelenti azt, hogy minden
helyzetért és koriilményért adjunk halat, mert nem
minden, ami veliink torténik az j6 dolog.

Néha az  életkoriilményeink  rosszra
fordulhatnak, ¢és olyankor hogyan tudndnk halat
adni, példaul egy sulyos betegségért vagy, amikor
egy kedves szerettliinket vesztjiik el? Halat tudunk
azonban adni azért, ha Isten valami fontosat tanit
szamunkra a betegség ideje alatt. Vagy halat adhatunk
azért, ha az elhunyt szerettiink hivé keresztyén volt
és az Urban hunyt el vagy ha az aldott és 6romteli
emlékekre gondolunk. Mindez vigasztalast tud
nyljtani szamunkra ¢s valahol megkonnyitik a
terhek elhordozasat. Mindig van lehetdség arra, hogy
minden életkoriilményben halat adjunk, ha mélyebbre
tekintiink, mint a problémadink felszine. Ugy gondolom,
hogy mindig megvan a lehetdségiink arra, hogy halat
adjunk az Urnak, és Isten aldasat kérjiik az ételiinkre, a
szeretteinkre, munkdnkra, a gyiilekezetiinkre, minden
szerzeményiinkre, stb.

A Zsoltarok konyve telis-tele van Isten
dicsditésével és a neki vald halaadassal. Sokat
tanulhatunk ebbdl a konyvbdl és kiilondsen Davidtol,
aki a zsoltdrok nagy részét irta. A 100-ik Zsoltar
példaul betekintést ad abba, hogy hogyan fejezziik
ki a halankat az Urnak. Ezt talaljuk: , Menjetek be
kapuin halaénekkel, udvaraiba dicsérettel! Adjatok
halat neki, dldjatok nevét! Mert jo az UR, orokke
tart szeretete, és hiisége nemzedékrdl nemzedékre.”
(Zsoltarok 100:4-5)

Nézzik meg, hogy miért olyan fontos a
halaadas a keresztyén ember életében:

1. El8sz0r is a Biblia arra tanit, hogy legytink

halasak Istennek, adjunk halat az Urnak.

2. A halaadds  tovabba  4talakitja

hétkoznapjainkat, a  dolgokhoz  vald

hozzaallasunkat.  Atformalja  imaéletiinket

Segit, hogy Jézus nevében ellenalljunk a

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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Folytatas a 11. oldalrol

gonosz kisértéseinek.
3. A hala és Isten dicsérete 6romot hoz az

¢életiinkbe.
4. A halaadas tovabba nemcsak hitiink
novekedésének  egytk  moddja,  hanem

Krisztusban val6 hitlink bizonyitékava is valik
masok el6tt. Tehat bizonysagtétel.

5. A halaadas megtisztitja a szellemi, lelki
légkort. Megmossa lelkiinket, megerdsit a
hitben, felruhaz Isten jelenlétével és erejével.

Hadd osszak meg egy torténetet a halas szivvel
kapcsolatban: A fiatalember, aki nemrég kitlintetéssel
gradualt és sikeresen tette le a mérlegképes konyveldi
szakvizsgat, nagyon biiszke volt magara. Most mar
hivatalosan is konyveld lett. Az édesapja emigrans
volt, aki évtizedekkel ezeldtt érkezett az Egyestlt
Allamokba ¢és egy kis iizlet tulajdonosa volt.

A fiatalember biiszke Ontudattdl 6sztondzve,
elkezdtekritizalniapjatazért,ahogy aszamlakonyveket
vezeti. Ezt mondta: ,, Apa, te nem is tudod, hogy
mennyi profitot termelsz. Itt tartod, ebben a fiokban a
szamlakonyveket. Abban a masikban meg a nyugtakat
és a készpénzt meg a kasszaban. Nem is tudod, hogy
mennyi a nyereséged.”

Az édesapa erre ezt valaszolta: ,, Fiam, amikor
ebbe az orszagba érkeztem, az egyediili dolog, amit
magaménak tudtam, az egy borond volt néhdany
ruhaval, semmi mds. Mostanra a batyad orvos lett, a
novered tanar, te pedig hivatasos konyvelo. Anyadnak
és nekem van egy szép hdazunk. Van autonk és van ez
a kis tizletiink, amely a mi tulajdonunkban van. Ha
mindezt Osszeadod és kivonod beldle a borondot,
akkor a végeredmény mind profit.”

Add oOssze, draga testvérem! Pontosan ez
az, amit most tenniink kell: Adj 6ssze mindent! Ugy
sziilettiink bele ebbe a vilagba, hogy semmink nem
volt, csak az élet lehelete, amit Isten belénk lehelt.
Minden més azota szamunkra profit. Es azota eléggé
meggazdagodtunk. Tehat neked és nekem van miért
halasnak lenniink Istennek.

Arra szeretnélek batoritani, hogy tarts
szamadast az eddigi életeddel kapcsolatban. Lasd
meg Isten irantad valo josagat a rengeteg aldas altal,
amiket Jézusban adott neked, még a 2020-as évben is
a sok megprobaltatds kozepette. Tekints elére halas
szivvel a 2021-es 0j év felé. Tudd, hogy Krisztusban
¢s Krisztussal 1) aldasok ¢és lehetdségek nyilhatnak
meg eldtted! Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Balog Zoltan a kovetkezo

dunamelléki piispok

Balog Zoltant valasztotta piispokévé a Dunamellekl
Reformatus  Egyhazkeriillet -  kozolte az
egyhazkeriilet valasztasi bizottsaga november 5-ei
szavazatszamlalo iilése utan. Az egyhazkeriileti
fogondnoki tisztséget tovabbra is az ujravalasztott
Veres Sandor tolti be. Megbizatasuk hat évre szol.

T

A szeneled sohat € nem joqy

Az egyhazkeriileti valasztason két piispokjelolt
indult. Balla Péter, a Karoli Géspar Reformatus
Egyetem korabbi rektora a szavazatok 33,1 szazalékat,
szam szerint 99 szavazatot kapott a presbitériumoktol.
Balog Zoltan, koradbbi emberieréforras-miniszter,
a Budapesti Németajki Reformatus Egyhazkozség
lelkipdsztora a szavazatok 66,9 szdzalékat tudhatja
magaénak, szam szerint 200 szavazatot.

Az egyhdzkeriilet fogondnoki tisztére a
hivatalban 1évé Veres Sandort, valamint Kovacs
Levente egyetemi tanart, a Bankszovetség fOtitkarat
jelolték. Veres Sandor a szavazatok 65,7 szazalékat,
szam szerint 197 szavazatot, Kovacs Levente
a szavazatok 34,3 szazalékat, szam szerint 103
szavazatot kapott.

Az  egyhazkeriilet 304 gyiilekezetének
Osszesen 331 szavazati szamértéke van. (A
nagyobb gyiilekezetek tobb szavazati szamértékkel
rendelkeznek.) A déli 12 o6rdig beérkezd, dupla
boritékba zart szavazatokat november 5-ei zart {ilésén
bontotta ki a véalasztasi bizottsag.

A szavazatok megszamlaldsa utdn a
Dunamelléki Reformatus Egyhazkertilet Valasztasi
Bizottsaganak elnoke, Pintér Gyula kozolte: 6sszesen
299szavazolapvoltérvényesapiispokjeldltek esetében,
300 a gondnokok esetében. A tobbit alaki vagy egyéb
hidnyossadgok miatt nem vették figyelembe. A jeloltek
a szavazolapon abécésorrendben szerepeltek.

A bizottsag elndke hozzatette: a valasztasi
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folyamatot kolcsonds megbecsiilés, felebarati szeretet
jellemezte. ,,Személy szerint nagyon halas vagyok
azért a keresztyéni hangnemért, amellyel a jeloltek
viseltettek egymas irant. Négylik egyetértésével
jelenhetett meg az a nyilatkozat is, amelyben arra
kérték az egyhaztagokat és az egyhazon kiviil allokat,
hogy valamennyitiket tartsak tiszteletben.”

A valasztds a négy egyhazkeriilet koziil
elsOként a Dunamelléki Reformatus Egyhazkeriiletben
zarult le. Pintér Gyula elmondta, a koronavirus-
jarvany kozép-magyarorszagi kiterjedtsége miatt
kérték, hogy a dunamelléki presbitériumok minél
eldbb tartsdk meg szavazo kozgytilésiiket, ez azonban
a valasztas eredményének jogerdre emelkedését nem
befolydsolja. A megvalasztott tisztségviseldket a jovo
januari egyhazkeriileti alakuld kozgytlést kovetden
iktatjdk be hivatalukba. A f0jegyzdi tisztségre a
hivatalban 1évé plispok jelolhet valakit, a jeloltet a
kozgylilés valasztja meg.

Az egyhazi valasztasi torvény jogorvoslatra
is lehetdséget ad a vonatkozo torvények szerint, az
esetleges kérelmet az illetékes egyhazi birosaghoz
lehet benytjtani a valasztdsi bizottsagon keresztiil
az 1996/1. egyhazi valasztojogi torvényben foglaltak
szerint.

Forras: A cikk 2020. november 5-én jelent meg.
https://www.parokia.hu/v/balog-zoltan-a-dunamelleki-
puspok/

Balog Zoltan
' 1958-ban  sziiletett
' Ozdon. A Debreceni
Reformatus
Gimnaziumban
érettségizett  1976-
ban. Hazai és Kkiil-
foldi  teoldgiai ta-
nulmanyok utan,
1983-ban Maglédon ¢és szorvanygylilekezeteiben
kezdte a lelkészi szolgalatot. 1987-td1 6sztondijas volt
Németorszagban. 1989 06szén tabori lelkészként az
NDK-menekiiltek kozott szolgalt. 1989-t61 a budapesti
Németajka Egyhdzkozség beosztott lelkésze, 1996-
tol megvalasztott lelkésze. Tanitott oraadoként a
budapesti teologian, vallastanarként a Baar—Madas
Reformatus Gimnaziumban. A Bonni Egyetem
Okumenikus Intézetében harom évig volt tudomanyos
munkatars. Egyhdazpolitikai tanacsadoként, majd
miniszterelnoki fétanacsadoként dolgozott. 2006-t6l
lelkészi jellege megdrzése mellett 12 évig sziineteltette
lelkészi szolgalatat, mert orszaggytlési képviselove
valasztottak. 2010-t6] a Kozigazgatasi €s Igazsagiigyi
Minisztérium  tarsadalmi  felzarkozasért  felelds

allamtitkara, 2012-2018 kozott az Emberi Er6forrasok
Minisztériuma vezetdje, 2003-t6l a Szovetség a
Polgari Magyarorszagért Alapitvany fdigazgatoja,
majd a kuratérium elndke. Az 6 javaslatara is dontott
a Kormany a wvidéki lelkipasztorok jovedelem-
kiegészitésérol, kezdeményezésére lett ujra biinbanati
iinnep a nagypéntek. 31 évvel ezeldtt elvalt. Masodik
feleségével harminc éve élnek egyiitt, 5 gyermek
szlilei, 8 unokajuk van.

Veres Sandor
jelenlegi dunamelléki
fogondnok 70 éves,
nyugdijas villamos-
mérnok. Negyven
éve presbiter, huszon-
nyolc éve gyliilekezeti
gondnok,  1994-t61
egyhdzmegyei tandcsos, 2002-t6]1 egyhazmegyei
gondnok, 2008-t0l egyhazkeriileti vilagi féjegyzo,
2019-t61 egyhazkeriileti fégondnok. NO&s, harom
feln6tt gyermeke és harom unokaja van.

Soli Seo
Dloria

-

Mindig készen varod Ot?

., Vigyazzatok tehat, mert nem tudjatok, hogy melyik
oraban jon el a ti URatok! Gondoljatok arra, ha
tudna a haz ura, hogy mikor jon el éjjel a tolvaj,
akkor virrasztana, és nem hagyna, hogy betérjenek
a hdzaba. Ezért legyetek ti is készen, mert abban
az oraban jon el az Emberfia, amelyikben nem is
gondoljatok!” Mate 24,42-44

Az els6é adventi gyertya mar ég. Egy jelkép
arra nézve, hogy valami elkezdddott. Egy csodalatos
id6szak kezdete, hiszen tudjuk, hogy mikor mar a
negyedik gyertya is meggyullad, csupan néhany nap
valaszt el a nagy tinneptdl, a Megvaltd Ur Krisztus
sziiletésének linnepétol.

Alegtobb ember nagyon varja ez az idészakot,
négy hét, amely tele van varakozassal, izgalommal,
késziilddéssel, azzal az aldott reménnyel, hogy a
varakozas beteljesedik €s egyiitt 6rvendezhetiink ¢€s

Folytatas a 14. oldalon
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Folytatas a 13. oldalrol

iinnepelhetiink kardcsonykor. Nos, az, hogy hanyan
érkeznek meg holtfaradtan az linnepre, az mar mas
kérdés. Volt gyiilekezetiinkben mindig mondogattam
a férfiaknak, hogy vigydzzanak a feleségeikre, mert
ha nehéz is beismerni, de az iinnepi késziilédés
oroszlanrészét o6k vallaljak és végzik, majd nem
betilnek, hanem sajnos hullafaradtan bealélnak a
templom padjaba kardcsony estéjén és nem tudjak
igazan atélni az iinnepet.

Vigyazzunk, hat, hogy ez a karacsony varasunk
valoban Rola szoljon, arrol a Krisztusrol, aki eljott
kozénk azon a csodalatos betlehemi éjszakan.

Amikor Jézus érkezésérol, varasarol beszéliink
onkéntelentil mas is esziinkbe jut. Hiszen ha az
adventi iddszak négy hete Jézus varasarol szol, akkor
elmondhatjuk, hogy az egész €letiink is egy adventi
1d6szak, melyben varjuk az O érkezését, pontosabban
visszajovetelét. Ebben a reményteli hitben ¢éliink,
hogy Krisztus vissza fog jonni, itélni éldket és
holtakat, amint valljuk is minden alkalommal az
Apostoli Hitvallasban. Hogy ez a biin altal uralt vilag
véget ér és elkezdddik egy csodélatos korszak, melyet
szem nem latott, fiil nem hallott, emberi sziv meg nem
gondolt.

Nagyon halas szivvel emlékszem vissza az
egyetemi évekre, annak csodalatos iddszakéra. De
volt annak is egy kellemetlenebb része, gy nevezték:
vizsgaiddszak. Sajnos sok mas mellett, volt egy rossz
tulajdonsagom, amikor til sok id6 volt egy vizsga
elott, szerettem kicsit odazgatni a tanulas elkezdését.
Ha volt négy napom, akkor megvolt a terv: egy nap
pihenés, harom nap tanulds. Csak sokszor a terv
megfordult, olyan Pat6 P4l mddra, hogy ,.ej, raériink
arra még!” Igy lett harom nap pihenés, egy nap tanulas
néha, mert sokszor azt mondogattam, hogy 4, van még
ido.

Nagyon sokan 1igy gondolnak Jézus
visszatérésére, az arra vald késziilésre: ej, réériink
arra még. Hanyszor hallottam a klasszikus valaszt:
ha majd idosebb leszek, ha majd nyugdijas leszek,
majd tobbet jarok templomba, komolyabban veszem
a hitemet. De vajon leszel nyugdijas, vajon lesz még
1d6d komolyabban venni a hitet?

Ezel6tt néhany évvel, egy ligyes vizaknai lanyt
vittiink autéval az erdélyi orszagos bibliaismereti
vetélkeddre. Az uton hazafelé egy emelkedohoz érve,
azon ¢bredtiink fel, hogy két autd szaguld veliink
szembe. Mindmaig gy gondolom, hogy az Ur keze
volt, amely a kormanyt megfeleld0 modon téritette,
mert mellettiink egy masfél méteres arok tatongott,
veliink szembe két szaguldd autd, amelyek talan
centiméterekre suhantak el mellettiink. Késobb,

magamhoz térve a rémiilettél azon gondolkodtam,
hogy a két autd6 megpillantasatol addig a pillanatig,
amig elsuhantak mellettiink kb. 1,5-2 masodperc telt
el. Még egy imat sem lett volna idém elmondani...

Igen majd ha..., de mi van, ha nem lesz az a
majd ha?

Masok viszont azért haragszanak, hogy
hat miért nem mondta meg Krisztus mikor fog
visszatérni? Jo, varunk, varunk, de meddig? Ilyen
az emberi alaptermészetiink, kivancsiak vagyunk.
Szeretnénk mindent tudni, ezt is. Nagyon sokan pedig
kihasznaljak ezt, mondvan, hogy ekkor és ekkor jon
Krisztus. Sokan emlékeznek talan még a 2000-es
¢v érkezésére. Fiatal kamaszként emlékszem, hogy
vartuk szilveszter éjjelén, hogy na, mi lesz? Aztan
ott volt 2012, az egész vilagot bejart maja joslattal.
Sokan eladtak hazukat, ingosagaikat. Nos, ha a
munkahelyrdl is felmondtak, az nagy baj volt, mert
Krisztus nem jott. Ugyanakkor sok ,,vallasi vezetd”
is kihasznalta ezt a kartyat. Csak kett6t emlitenék:
William Miller, a millerita szekta vezetdje 1832-
tol kezdve hirdette, hogy 1844. marcius 14-én
visszatér Krisztus. Amikor ez nem tortént meg, azzal
védekezett, hogy Isten elhalasztotta a visszatérést.
Harold Camping evangélista nevéhez tobb joslat is
fizédik. 1994. szeptember 6 majd 29. Amikor nem
valt be 1995. oktdber 2-re majd 31-re mddositotta az
iddpontot. Végiil 2011. majus 21 és oktober 21 lett a
legtijabb idépont. Ezek utan nyugdijba vonult, persze
egy jo vaskos bankszamla tulajdonosaként.

Az emberi spekulacio hatartalan, amikor Jézus
visszatérésének idépontjardl van szo, de mi ennek az
oka? Miért akarjak oly sokan tudni az idépontot?

Talan azért, mert tudjuk, hogy ez egy dontd
pillanat. Az életiink, az 6rok életiink fiigg tdle ¢és
szeretnénk erre minél jobban felkésziilni, készek lenni
ra.

Csakhogy ugy érzem, til konnyli lenne igy
keresztyénnek lenni. A, hogy holnaputan érkezik
Jézus. Rendben, akkor ma még ugy élek, ahogy én
akarok, ¢élvezem a blinds é¢letet, majd holnaptol, ha
kell kolostorba vonulok, elolvasom a teljes Bibliat,
100 oldalt 6ranként, imadkozok reggeltdl estig. J6 hit
kipipalva, johet a mennyorszag.

Nos, ha valaki igy varja Jézust, akkor van egy
rossz hirem... nem fog menni. Jézus még a legkdzelebbi
tanitvanyainak sem adta tudtul az id6pontot. SOt
konkrétan megmondotta, hogy sem a napot, sem az
o6rat nem tudjatok. Ha valaki azt allitja, hogy tudja a
napot és az orat akkor vagy a Biblia hazudik vagy 6.
Marpedig tudjuk, hogy a Biblia mindig igazat mond.

Igen, latjuk a jeleket, amelyek koriilvesznek,
tudjuk, hogy kozeledik az O visszatérése, de nem
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tudjuk, hogy mikor. Es nem is ez a mi feladatunk.

Nekiink egy dolgot kell tenni: felkésziilve
lenni mindig!

Ha most belépne az ajton Krisztus, hogyan
taladlna téged? Azt mormolva, hogy ej, réériink arra
még, 6 majd ha... vagy pedig felkésziilten.

Valahol olvastam egy torténetet egy iskolarol,
ahol az igazgat6 azzal a problémaval kiizdott, hogy
mindig rendetlenek és szemetesek voltak az osztalyok
¢s a diakok padjai. Egy nap belépett az ajtéon és azt
mondotta: Ma egy versenyt inditunk. Szeretném,
ha a padjaitokban rendet tennétek ¢és tartanatok.
Nemsokéra eljovok megnézni és a nyertes 100
dollar jutalomban részesiil. El lehet képzelni a
didkok lendiiletét, amellyel azonnal nekifogtak a
rendrakasnak. Aztan eltelt egy nap, semmi. Két nap,
semmi. Egyik didk elkezdte mondani, hogy biztos
atverés volt az egész. Masnap tobben is csatlakoztak
hozza. Keét hét mulva mar az egész osztaly nem hitt
az egészben. Kivéve egyetlen didkot. O naponta
rendet tett a padjaban és Osszeszedte a szemetet. A
tobbiek mar giinyolddni is kezdtek vele. Majd egy nap
kopogas hallatszott az ajton és ott allt az igazgato. A
diakok azonnal elkezdtek rendet rakni a padjaikban,
de ¢ felemelte a kezét és megdlljt parancsolt. Majd
lassan végigjarta a padsorokat. Végiil megallt anndl
a didknal, aki nem lankadt meg és igy szolt hozza:
Latom, hogy te igazan hittél nekem, és megfogadtad
a kérésemet. Kitartd voltal akkor is, amikor a tobbiek
mar ellankadtak. Megérdemled a jutalmadat.

Te mar rendet raktal az életedben? Ha nem,
Jézus ma is hiv, hogy megband a biineidet ¢s megterJ
Hozza. Hogy legy€l mindig készen az O érkezésére és
ama nap, amikor O megérkezik, ne rettegéssel, hanem
aldott orommel t6ltson majd el. Amen.

Nt. Csiki-Makszem Lorand
beosztott lelkipdsztor

Elso Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz,
Walton Hills, Ohio

”Vi

gyazzatok tehat, mert .

24}4}2

Dr. Viranyi-Gyerman Erika,

a Chicagoi Fokonzulatus uj
kozosségi diplomataja

Az amerikai diaszpéra magyarsaganak egy
uj partfogoja lett Dr. Viranyi-Gyerman Erika
személyében. Szivesen beszélgetett veliink
Kkarrierjérdl, csaladjardl és terveirdl, amiket itt,
az Egyesiilt Allamokban szeretne véghez vinni.
A legnagyobb hangsulyt arra fektetné, hogy
kapcsolatot tartson Magyarorszag és az észak-
amerikai honfitarsak kozott.

" Dr Virdni-erman Erika
a clevelandi Kossuth szobornal

Ahogy mondani szokés, Erika bejarta a
ranglétra minden 1épcséfokat. Egy Szabolcs-Szatmar
megyei telepiilésrél felvételt nyert a Debreceni
Egyetem jogi kardra, ahonnan diplomaszerzés
utdn Budapestre vitte az utja. Jogdszként dolgozott
a Belliigyminisztériumban parlamenti teriileten,
majd a sziilési szabadsiga utdn az Igazsagiigyi
Minisztériumban lett foglalkoztatva. Kitagult eldtte
Eurdpa, az Unids teriileten tevékenykedett idén
marciusig. Bar ezzel bepillantast szerzett az eurdpai
diplomaciaba, nem érte be ennyivel, nagy vagya volt
a diaszpora magyarsagat személyesen, testkozelbol is
megismerni. Kollégai és fénokei is timogattak abban,
hogy megpalyazza a k6zosségi diplomata poziciot.

,Ahogy a magyarsag, ugy a csalad sem
szakadhat el egymastol.” mondta. Otthon is
tdmogat6 kozeg veszi koriil. Szintén jogasz férje és
tizéves kislanya is kovette az uj kontinensre, oriilve a

Folytatads a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrél
szakmai eldrelépésnek. Férje tAvmunkaban dolgozik
majd  Magyarorszagra, az  Alkotmanybirosag
munkatarsa. A kislanyuknak pedig bizonyara konnyti
lesz a beilleszkedés, mert mar Budapesten is angol-
magyar tannyelvii iskolaba jart.

Virdnyi—Gyerm Erika férjével dr.
Andrassal és kislanyukkal Pannaval

Dr. Viranyi

Erika elsOsorban az elddei altal bevezetett
kihelyezett konzuli napot szeretné folytatni, mint
kiemelt programot. Tobbszor és tobb helyszinen
szeretné azoknak a magyar allampolgdroknak az
igyintézését megkonnyiteni, akik szdméra nehéz a
Chicagoba valo beutazas.

A jarvanyligyi-helyzet fennallasa némi gatat
jelent ahhoz, hogy megismerje az embereket, segitse
a szervezetek munkajat, de online szeretné¢ elérni
az embereket: akar vetitések szervezésével vagy a
némabalhoz hasonld kreativ akcidkat. Fontosnak
tartja, hogy csaladtagjai is részesei legyenek vele
egylitt a kozosségi €letnek.

7 i 'q“\

Dr. Viranyi-Gyerman Erika diszbeszéde a 2020.
oktober 23-i megemlékezésen a Cleveland belvarosi
Mindszenty biboros téren, mellette dr. Szentkiralyi
Endre a Clevelandi Egyesiilt Magyar Egyletek elndke

Ko6zosségi  diplomata feladatai szorosan
osszefiiggnek a Nemzetpolitikai Allamtitkarsag
prioritasaival. A sikeres Kordsi Csoma Sandor
Program ugyan felfiiggesztésre keriilt, de amint az
egészségligyl koriilmények engedik, Ujra elindul.
Egyéb rendezvények is elmaradtak, a nyertes BGA
palyazatok pedig inkdbb miikddési koltségeket,
mintsem programokat timogatnak.

A diplomataasszony a Szent Istvan
napi emlékmuallitison taldlkozott eldszor a
clevelandiekkel, ahol nagyon j6 benyomadsokat

szerzett. Oriil neki, hogy mélton meg tudta {innepelni
Magyarorszag sziiletésnapjat tobb ezer kilométerrdl
is.

Kedves Erika, koszontiink koézosségilinkben!
Eredményes munkat kivanunk!

Dorgay Zsofia

Forras: https://www.bocskairadio.org/

(balrol-jobbra) Nt. Csiki-Mdkszem Lorand,
Csiki-Makszem Eniko, dr. Bencsik Zita,
dr. Viranyi-Gyerman Erika,
Krasznai Bedta és dr. Krasznai Csaba
a Walton Hillsi Els6 Magyar Reformdtus Egyhaz
emlékkertjében

T
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Stefan Istvan Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center
and Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csitha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j- Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rozsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

c. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA
Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.

Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Keérjiik, hogy adomadnyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treasurer
3763 N. Hollingsworth Road, Altadena, CA 91001
Tel: 714-333-5300

Gergely

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-221-5334

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Torok Istvan, Piispokhelyettes
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum
¢s Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 0j templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak rd Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” arvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

b. Csap: “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tamogatdsara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
c. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek és
evangélizacios kozpont {6 épililete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkasai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédidja. Elore
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyo: A Reformatus Egyhazkoézség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.
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New York, New Jersey, Connecticut

Rev. Leslie E. Martin Melissa Pepin
848.240.1028 732.668.2607
Pennyslvania
Josepk Fabri Jenathan Noser
124.272.9517 724.288.5857
Ohio Ilinois Michigan
Rev. Jozsef Vasarhelyi Andras Demeler Rt. Rev. Ferenc Varga
740.373.3757 847.962.5055 734.783.0609
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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