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OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS

The proper procedure is for all interested ministers to send
their completed PROFILE (as provided by the United Church
of Christ) to the Bishop’s office:

I

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

“Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures”

(1 Corinthians 15:3-4 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

There are many debates
on the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. There were many people
in the past 2,000 years who
question and argue against the
fact of resurrection. According
to their way of thinking, the
topic of the resurrection from
the dead is so absurd, unbelievable, and impossible.
Liberal theologians just ignore and leave the fact of
resurrection out of their teachings. They say that it
cannot be interpreted and comprehended with our
minds what happened on Easter morning. This type of
thinking may tempt even Christians, too.

The apostle Paul writes exactly to a
congregation where many did not believe the
resurrection of Jesus, or did not believe in it from
their whole heart. He writes this to the members of the
Corinthian congregation,

“For what I received I passed on to you
as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then
to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same
time, most of whom are still living, though some have
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all
the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as
to one abnormally born” (1Cor.15:3-8).

Let us not forget that these words were written
by a man who first did not believe in the Risen Lord
Jesus at all. Paul was there at the execution of the
first man who died for his faith in Christ. Then Paul
committed himself to search for those who believe in
Jesus and put them into prison.

However, on the road to Damascus something
amazing and extraordinary happened to him.
Everything has changed for him. He saw Jesus with
his own eyes. The Lord appeared to him and Paul
became an eyewitness of the fact that Christ is indeed
alive. He could proclaim with Peter, the apostles, and
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with more than five hundred believers that has saw the
risen Lord.

When Paul wrote these words to the skeptics
in Corinth, most of the eyewitnesses were still alive
and proclaimed the stories about Jesus. They shared
all this on a simple way, and they wrote and passed on
the events and happening to others with simple words
like this: “Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures...”

There were two famous men in the eighteenth-
century England who were skeptics. One was Gilbert
West, poet and thinker, and the other was George
Lyttelton, British statesman and writer.

They agreed that Christianity should be
destroyed. They further agreed that in order to destroy
it two things were necessary: They must disprove
the resurrection of Jesus and explain the conversion
of Saul in a way that met the demands of skepticism.
There was a task for each of these master minds.

They took ample time, a year or more, and then
came together to compare notes. When they met both
were Christians, each confessing to his conversion as
a result of his own research.!

However, some may still have the question: Is
Jesus’resurrection really true? It is not a common story,
for sure, that someone is raised from the dead. It is
shocking and let us admit that the topic of resurrection
is unbelievable. However, you are not alone if you
think that way. There were those, from the beginning,
who questioned the resurrection of Christ. Even the
closest people to Jesus asked the questions: “Do [
believe a scam, or is it really true?” Or let us think
of Thomas who was not present when Jesus appeared
the first time to His disciples who then professed with
full conviction to Thomas: “We have seen the Lord!”
However, Thomas answered this: “Unless I see the
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe” (John 20:25).

However, if it is all true that happened to Jesus
then we need to take it seriously. If someone foretells,
more than once, that he will die, but on the third day
he will rose again from the dead, and it really happens,
then I will believe everything whatever he said.

What does the fact of Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead mean for us? Why Easter is so important for
us? We can find the answer in the letter to the Romans:
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his
Spirit who lives in you” (Romans 8:11).

This is the essence of Easter. What happened

to Jesus, it may also happen with us spiritually and
physically. We do not have to live in sin, but we may
be raised into a new life in Him here on earth. This is
what we call repentance and being born again.

Death does not have the final say so, because
there is way more for us after death that we could
ever imagine. Not only our spirits, but our bodies will
also be raised. Of course, it will be different from our
physical bodies, what we have now, but it will happen.
Additionally, we may know that there is more, a new
beginning in Christ after death. While we are still
here on earth, until we leave this life, let us live a life
for the glory of Christ who gave Himself for us, but
gloriously has risen from the dead and lives forever,
and in Him we may receive the forgiveness of our
sins, and life, eternal life. So, what is your response to
the fact of resurrection?

Yours in the Risen Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

Source:
'Religious Telescope, http://'www.moreillustrations.com/
Hllustrations/resurrection%204.html

Easter Qualities

People in every generation will follow
someone who thinks that they are relevant to their
lives. Even people of faith are no different. For the
last few weeks during Lent we were preparing for
the joyous celebration of Easter, commemorating
the glorious resurrection of our Lord, and for many
it made little difference. They say, “OK, Easter
happened. So what? How will that make a difference
in my life today or tomorrow or the next year?”

In the Gospel of Luke 24 following the
resurrection of Jesus He appears to two disciples
on the road to Emmaus. The Scriptures tells us that

“They didn’t recognize their Lord”— was it because
Continued on Page 4
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they were overwhelmed by grief. They travel together
almost a full day, yet we are told- “that they did not
know Him”. They even invite Him to have dinner
with them. And only when they quiet down around the
table and see Him “As He breaks bread with them and
offers thanks, they see that it is Jesus, their Messiah.

As I was contemplating this event before me
that I discovered 4 relevant qualities to make our lives
different: peace, joy, hope, and mission...

The first of these is: PEACE.

Jesus knew that His followers were confused
and frightened when he was taken before their own
eyes to the Cross. They had hit rock bottom. And so
He says, “Peace be with you.” This is not simply a
salutation; it’s the first application of Easter—peace.
Everyone wants peace of mind. We live in a very
troubled world.

I would dare to say that even before we can get
peace of mind, we need to find peace with God.

The Hebrew word for peace, shalom, means
fullness, wholeness. Peace comes from the realization
of faith that we’re forgiven. Peace means that the
grave is not the end of life. By applying Easter’s peace
today to our lives means that we can face tomorrow
with assurance and confidence.

Peace is hard to come by when we strive to
balance the world on our own backs, but when we
heed God’s invitation to give Him our burdens, the
weight of our world becomes effortless for our risen
Lord.

gltc AthicYpeaceloffChristrule
i) youwe laeeres”
(©olossiansE33llS)

The second quality that Easter brings is:
JOY.

As we follow the scripture account of the
story. We read that “they still did not believe because
of joy and amazement.” Earlier in the Gospels, Jesus
states, “These things I have spoken to you, that My
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full”
(John 15:11). The disciples were surprised by joy; they
felt the resurrection was nearly too good to be true;

overcome with grief, they’re now overwhelmed with
joy. It’s like being told you’ve won the lottery—at first
you can’t believe your good fortune. Jesus gave His
disciples time to let the reality of His resurrection sink
in. He asked for something to eat, and they realized
that He was truly alive.

Joy is a companion to peace, a natural bi-
product. Joy helps us overcome our concerns. Joy is
not the absence of sorrow. God can give joy event in
the midst of sorrow. The fact that Jesus could have joy
in the midst of sorrow shows that we can experience
it too. The world’s joy is artificial, and when it’s gone
we’re left with greater emptiness. Christian joy is
not substitution but transformation. It is something
we become. Joy that comes from God enriches our
lives and enables us to feel secure even when our
circumstances are shaky. Joy is spiritual prosperity.
Joy is different from happiness. Happiness turns up
more or less where you’d expect it to. Joy, on the other
hand, is as unpredictable as the One who gives is.

Easter is about victory over death. We have
joy in knowing that Jesus holds the keys of death and
hell. He has unlocked heaven’s doors and locked the
gates of hell.

Jov A

A third Easter quality is: HOPE.

When you know people that love you and you
see that they are keeping the promises they made to
you, you have a secure hope that does not disappoint.
Jesus explains to His followers how all the details of
His life were in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.
Jesus is the embodiment of God’s promises to us.

At every turn in our life Hope causes us to
rejoice. According to an ancient Russian Orthodox
tradition, the day before Easter was devoted to telling
jokes. Priests would join the people in telling their
best jokes to one another. The reason was to reflect
the joke God pulled on the devil in the Resurrection.
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Satan thought he won on Friday, but God had the last
laugh on Easter Sunday. Our hope causes us to laugh
about the victory we have through Christ.

There is always hopefinl
Jesus| Christ

S

is:

The forth quality that Easter brings
MISSION.

Easter as we have seen thus far brings internal
qualities of peace, joy, and hope...which result in
external action. And the result is that we are given
a mission. We participate in the work of Christ by
heralding the Good News.

Every organization that I have come across
usually defines what their mission is with a mission
statement. Our mission statement as followers of
Christ and as a Church is that “We proclaim Christ.
That proclamation is best describes that way that we
live, the way we talk and act. Paul the Apostles in his
letter to the Colossians 1:28 describes it this. “We
all have unique gifts, and God expects us to find our
niche in His Kingdom.”

by Clasist #s fto
proclaimythie] {to our Fasailly,
fiieeels, commanaitsy, e
m kel izl S)
Serve 1o,

Now that Easter is over, the questions are: Will
we walk away from Easter with renewed peace, joy,
hope and a firm sense of mission, which can affect
our entire outlook on life? Will we become purpose-
driven to win our world for Christ?

Or we will act as if nothing has happened,
the outlook of our lives will remain the same as
before Easter. It is my hope and prayer that when

people ask what’s happened to us, we can answer:
“Easter happened—that’s what!”

Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok
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Text: Mark 1:1-8

KOO

Were you taught in school not to end a sentence
with a preposition, such as, “What are you thinking
of?” instead of, “Of what are you thinking?” That
used to be a strict rule, though not so anymore.

The Gospel According to St. Mark, in the most
ancient manuscripts, ends “ephobouont (the term
from which we derive phobia) gar’—for they were
afraid. It was unusual to end a Greek sentence with a
conjunction such as gar. There is no other example, so
I am told, in Greek literature of a book ending with a
conjunction. So why this phenomenon?*

Some believe some accidental or deliberate
loss of final words occurred. Some contend mice
ate the manuscript. But others are persuaded that St.
Mark’s carefully constructed gospel ends in this way
for a particular reason. What may that be?

This incomplete sentence seems to say, “It’s
up to you dear reader/listener to complete the gospel,
to continue day by day to tell the good news of the
dying and rising Savior, Jesus Christ.”

As one astute commentator writes: “The end
of the text is not the end of the work when the narrator
leaves unfinished business for the reader to complete,
thoughtfully and imaginatively.”

St. Mark’s gospel has been the least favorite
of the four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
It lacks St. Luke’s stories of Jesus’ birth. There’s no
long, felicitous message such as St. Matthew’s so-
called Sermon on the Mount. This gospel lacks the
compelling encounters and graceful grammar of St.
John. But, as the earliest gospel, St. Mark’s deserves
reverent hearing and understanding.

In this gospel only the outsiders seem to
know who Jesus is. Peter seems to know but thrice
he denies. At the crucial hour nobody stays to defend
Jesus. Even the writer himself, Mark, a young man
in a cameo appearance, flees from the garden naked
when his loin cloth is snatched from him. Naked! A
sign of his shame in desertion.

But in this resurrection account, Mark, so it
seems, reappears. Again anonymously. When the
women reach the tomb they discover a young man

Continued on Page 6
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clothed in white linen robe sitting at the right hand of
the cave. Is it not Mark, the evangelist, speaking? He
seems to say: “Because I am no longer ashamed of
him, I’m clothed. Clothed in white, the shade of the
witness, the martyr. ’'m sitting on the right side, the
side of approval by the crucified and risen One.”

The women also provide fascination and focus
for us. They are the only ones who do not completely
forsake him. They observe the crucifixion from afar.
They take note of the place they laid him. Then before
daybreak on Sunday morning they come to perfume
his unembalmed body. They do not even know how
they will gain access. In that hour the women become
the first witnesses to the resurrection.

But even these intrepid women fall away. The
young man directs them, “Go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going ahead of you into Galilee.” Do
they go and tell immediately? No! The text reads,
“They fled in silence and fear.”

Who then is left to tell? St. Mark, by the unusual
ending to his gospel seems to be saying, “You! You,
reader! You, listener! You, down the centuries who
hear the good news of the crucified and risen One. It is
you who are to complete the gospel.”

The question for this Easter season: Have we
too fallen short? Have we fled in silence and fear?

Some time ago my wife, Dianne, and I visited
Munich, Germany. We toured the WWII concentration
camp of Daukau, some kilometers from Munich.
This terrible place of brutality, inhumanity, and death
is nestled next to the little village of Daukau, where
citizens, during the Holocaust, left their houses, bought
bread and meat, and tried not to notice the smoke rising
from chimneys nearby. They went home and shut the
doors in silence and fear. “Ephobounto!”

The guide on our tour led us dozen or so
English speaking persons around for a couple of hours.
Suddenly he halted. He turned to us and said, “You
don’t have to answer but how many of you would lay
down your life for a stranger in this group, persons
with whom you have spent a couple of hours?”” We all
answered with silence, the silence of recognition of
how within ourselves we are. We were like the citizens
of Daukau.

Dear Christian worshipers, are we completing
the resurrection story today? In part we do so by
assembling (when the virus allows), while others go
on their busy or casual ways. And let us remind each
other that each Sunday of the year is a renewal of the
resurrection.

But we, like the women, easily fall silent and
slide into the shadows. Like the disciples, like Mark,

like the women, none of us has behaved with full
Christian credit. Nor will we ever in our own power
do so.

Complete the story? We cannot. But God may
do so even through us. The same God who raised the
Crucified One from death’s clutches has power to
make even you and me constant and true witnesses to
the Easter reality. Do you believe that?

When true discipleship is raised to life in us we
become in our time and place a living authentication
of his resurrection.

The late Anglican pastor, Austin Farrar, once
said:

The more emptied out we are, the
more hope there is in learning to be Christian.
Now is the very moment, there will never be
abetter, forusto put our trustin God who makes
something from nothing, who even raises
the dead.

In the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, One God, world to its end. Amen.

Rev. Dr. David B. Bowman

*Some ancient textual manuscripts do offer extended
endings to St. Mark’s gospel.
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CALVIN SYNOD SCHOOL FUND
December 2020, Christmas Newsletter
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Gabrlella Nadas, coordinator P.O.BOX 36141
kuni.nadas@gmail.com CANTON, OH 44735

2020 Year-end financial collection report:
Forthe Reformed Church’s Collegiate in Kolozsvar:
$46,473.00 for the Godparent mission,

$10,156.18 to maintain the school.
For the Reformed Church’s
Székelyudvarhely: $12,234.00.
For the Reformed Church’s
Marosvasarhely: $13,192.38.

To the Bethlen Géabor Collegiate in Nagyenyed,
Béla Szigethy donated $25,000.00 to increase the
scholarship set up in the name of his mother, Méaria
Juhész.
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We send our heartfelt thanks to all our supporters\
for their donations. The teaching is still held
virtually by decree of the Ministry of Education.
The teachers are finding it difficult to teach without
a personal connection. It is hard to inspire students,
especially considering that national high school
exams will continue to be held with the usual
strict high expectations. On the other hand some
teachers are seeing their students in their own home
environment, which is more relaxed so the students
are opening up more.

/
I would like to share a page I wrote for the 30"
anniversary year book of the Reformed Church’s
School in Kolozsvar:

2020 —is the year of Hungarian Unity

There is no better example of this than the
Calvin Synod Mission supporting the Reformed
Church’s School godparent program, for the past
30 years. The mission was created by dr. Kalman
Csiha, a Reformed Church Bishop of Transylvania
and Bishop Zoltan Sziics of the Calvin Synod.
Bishop Csiha strengthened the ties that connected
the North American Hungarians with the Reformed
Collegiate of Kolozsvar during his 1990 and 1991
North American tours. In 1992, he launched the tour
of the Reformed Church’s Kolozsvar choir allowing
American and Hungarian communities to meeting
these Transylvanian students. They shared the
hardships of not having their own school and being
taught in two sessions in 4 classrooms of an industrial
school. They shared the stories of harassment and
bullying by the industrial students. They shared the
difficulties of residential life, being spread through-
out the city in private homes or being housed 8 or more
to a room. Donations came from retirees, widows,
successful businessmen, young people, people of
Transylvanian and Hungarian descent, associations,
and churches. Over the years, the supported students
wrote a letter of thanks about themselves and their
family situation. It allowed our donors to get to
know the situation in Transylvania first hand and the
students themselves experienced the generosity of the
Hungarian Diaspora.

Over the last 30 years we have supported
hundreds of Transylvanian students, helped with the
maintenance of Hungarian Reformed Collegiates
and the construction of residences. We also received
larger commemorative donations from those who
wished to preserve the memory of their dear ones
who had passed.

When my mother’s cousin, dr. Kédlman Csiha

asked me to be the Coordinator of the fund in
1990, I didn’t imagine that it would be a lifelong
commitment. It may be called commitment, but since
then I have realized it was actually a great gift that
unexpectedly enriched my life through relationships
with donors, the Principal, Arpad Székely, and
students. I would like to mention here the contribution
of my own mother, Gabriella Ormay, who just passed
away in her 99" year. Her life goal was to support
the Hungarian diasporas, by teaching high school
Hungarian in Toronto, producing plays and organizing
essay competitions for students in the Diaspora and
Transylvania. She also made it her goal to support the
Kolozsvar Reformed Collegiate and encouraged me
to follow in her footsteps.

As I look at the list of our donors, I am
saddened that so many are no longer among us. But
their names live on in this yearbook, and they certainly
live on in the hearts of the students they supported.
I would like to mention a few people whose recent
large donations supported the mission of the Calvin
Synod School Fund: these are the Zoltani, Bodoni,
and Jokay families, for whom the second generation
followed the example of generous parental donations.
Rev. Béla Szigethy’s son, who donated large sums
of money in memory of his parents and built the
school gym in Székelyudvarhely. Edith Lauer and
her husband John who not only supported the school
with their donations but also visited annually to build
personal relationships.

Over the last few years, let me list those who
have supported the symbolic godparent program,
among others: Dezsé Abraham, Tamas Lanyi, Istvan
Zahonyi, Karoly Szabo and Nora, dr. Akos Szabo, the
Jalics family, dr. Tamas Ruzics, Agnes Balogh, Andras
and Maria Csala, Barbara and Eva Kiss, Istvan Kun
Szab6, Laszlo Latkoczy, the Oroszlan family, Prof.
Béla Petheo, the Hadady family, the Teleki family, the
Toldalagi family, the Volker family, Anders Warga,
Jeanette Grasselli Brown, #103 Scout Troop, the
deKovacsy family, Jozsef Dobsa, the Philadelphia
Women's Association, dr. Krudy Adrian, dr. Ilona
Ring, Maria Wood, the Csere family, the Vizsolyi
family, Zsuzsa Szappanos, Alfred Toth, Maria Toth,
Nt. dr. Istvan Benkd and Sandor Jakab. Special thanks
go to the previous bishops of the Calvin Synod and to
the current bishop, Dr. Csaba Krasznai and Rev. Dr.
Viktor Toth, treasurer who has supported the mission
over the years.

In the last 30 years, hundreds have supported
us, all American Hungarians who carried the fate of
future generations of Transylvanian students in their

Continued on Page 8



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Continued from Page 7
hearts.
Grateful thanks is due to all our supporters
who strengthen and promote our togetherness.

—Gabriella Nadas, Coordinator of the Calvin
Synod School Fund, September, 2020

OBITUARY
Rev. Theodore Samuel HORVATH
OCTOBER 22,1919 - DECEMBER 21, 2020

Rev. Dr. Theodore Samuel “Ted” Horvath died
on December 21, 2020 at the Green Meadows
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center in Malvern, PA
at the age of 101.

Ted was the oldest of five boys and was born
on October 22, 1919 to the Rev. Samuel and Mrs.
Bertha (Dokus) Horvath in Lorain, Ohio where his
father was the pastor of the Hungarian Reformed
Church. After his father was killed in a street accident
in Homestead, PA in 1929, the family moved to South
Norwalk, CT. Ted received his education in the public
school system there and graduated from Norwalk
High School in February 1937. He then attended and
graduated from Oberlin College with honors and a
major in sociology in 1941.

During World War 11, he was assigned by the
Selective Service to work of national importance in
Civilian Public Service administered by the American
Friends Service Committee, the Quakers.

In 1945, he married Geneva Irish of Portland,
Maine. Five months after the end of World War 11, Ted

entered Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in
Rochester, NY, where he graduated in 1949. He was
ordained by the Hungarian Synod of the Evangelical
and Reformed Church in 1949 representing the third
generation of his family in the ministry. He received
his Doctor of Ministry degree from Princeton
Theological Seminary in 1980.

Ted was an ordained minister of the United
Church of Christ. He served pastorates in East
Bloomfield, NY and in South Hempstead, Long
Island, NYY before being called to the national staff of
the Missions Council of the Congregational Christian
Church in Boston, MA in 1957. Upon the formation
of the United Church of Christ, Ted’s career continued
with the Stewardship Council in Philadelphia and
later in New York City. During his ministry, he
traveled extensively throughout the United States and
the world and served in numerous interim pastorates
at local churches. He was an active member of the
United Church of Christ at Valley Forge. In 1987, he
retired after forty years of ministerial service.

Ted, Geneva and their children, Christopher
and Rebecca, resided in the Valley Forge, PA area,
moving there in early 1962 and he continued to
live there for 58 years. Ted was a devoted husband
to Geneva for 65 years and took great care of her at
home before she died at the age of 90 in 2010. He was
a caring and generous father to his son, the Rev. Dr.
Christopher Horvath and his wife, Carol (Zettergren)
Horvath in Clinton, CT, and to his daughter, Rebecca
Horvath, and Robert Carleton in Naples, FL and
Hale’s Location, NH.

Ted adored his granddaughter, Jessica
(Horvath) Carr, her husband, Timothy, and his great-
grandchildren, Elijah, Michaela, Janelle and Elora,
of West Hartford, CT. He was the patriarch of his
large extended family, keeping in touching with his
four younger brothers, all of whom predeceased him,
and their spouses, William (killed in World War II),
Victor (Jesse), Fred (Karen), and Edward (Marilyn).
As a prolific card and letter writer, he enjoyed
communicating with his nephews and nieces, Jeffrey,
Jeanne, Brian, and Kathryn and family members. He
was very proud of both his Hungarian heritage and
Geneva’s ancestry that he traced to Elder William
Brewster of the Mayflower, and he created extensive
genealogies for both families.

Ted was a true Renaissance man who
authored many articles, books, sermons, and letters to
magazines and newspapers, collected paintings and art
prints, enjoyed a wide range of music, and supported
progressive causes for peace and social justice. As
a great conversationalist and storyteller, he was
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surrounded by many friends who appreciated his
wonderful humor and wit. He will be missed by
everyone who knew and loved him.

At Ted’s request, there will be no funeral
service. Burial at Evergreen Cemetery in Portland,
Maine will be private.

Donations in Ted’s memory may be made to
the United Church of Christ at Valley Forge, 45 Walker
Road, Wayne, PA 19087, and to the American Friends
Service Committee, 1501 Cherry St., Philadelphia,
PA 19102.

The obituary was received from the daughter
of Rev. Dr. Horvath, Rebecca Iris Horvath.
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Heritage UCC, Calvin Synod

Davison, MI

Report to: Calvin Synod, UCC
On January 28, 2021

OO

OO

Dear Friends,

Our church has purchased a pair of LED signs
16” x 687, have done a new footing on the sign, and
added a substantial base connected to the footing. Two
new sign faces have been added. We need to redo the
original electrical connection to the signs and then the
sign company will mount the LEDs. We are hoping
that will occur in the next few weeks. Special thank
you for the support of Calvin Synod.

Elder Mike Shayna with his mini-excavator digging
up the cement ball and sign post
The Township was not very willing to give
us permits to renew the sign but nearly two months
after we first applied they did permit us for exactly
what we originally proposed without applying for a
variance.

Water issues with church property uncovered by
excavation for sign footing replacement

We have returned to worshipping on Zoom
after going back to in person from June through
November. Our Zoom attendance is about 8—10 and
our in person has been 12—16. We held two fund raisers
and folks enjoyed the opportunity to work and to get
back together. (In November we did a 10001b sausage
fund raiser with lots of outside and family volunteers!)
We have cancelled our winter cabbage roll fund raiser
and will look forward to better conditions for the next
planned date.

The Living Grace Church congregation
continues to share our space and that has been difficult
from time to time as they have not been great believers
in masks. We have had more than our share of Covid

Elder Mike Shayna and his helper are digging up
the old sign and pour the new cement footing
Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 9

as the pre-Advent decorating became our last in person
event except for a small Christmas Eve service. As is
everyone else we look forward to a more normal New
Year.

I believe we have discovered that much
of what we do in our holiday preparations and our
everyday lives are not as important as we thought. It
appears we’ve had a peaceful and productive Advent/
Christmas season and look forward to the Spring.

Blessings,
Rev. Jim Offrink

~ r‘ N

The new LED signs have arrived and redy
to be installed

NEW LED light fixtures’ installation at the
First Hungarian Reformed Church,
Walton Hills, OH

In 2020 our church received a generous grant
from the Hungarian Government for the replacement
of the old fluorescent lights and bulbs to brand new
LED light fixtures throughout the whole church
building. The grant was transferred to our Reformed
community by the Bethlen Gabor Fund. We started
the installation process in January, 2021.

Our church is thankful for the generous
support of the Hungarian Government, including the
State Secretariat for National Policy and the Bethlen
Gébor Fund.

Dr. Csaba Krasznai

=

BETHLEN GABOR
A

MEGVALOSULT A MAGYAR KORMANY %
MINISZTERELNOKSEG
NEMZETPOLITIKAI ALLAMTITKARSAG

TAMOGATASAVAL

The first shipment of the LED light fixtures

/ ) Qo R
Dr. Albert Ladanyi Chief Elder and John Janosik
Trustee replace the old fluorescent lights to
new LED light fixtures

Hungarian Christian Church of Sarasota

Rev. Peter P. Bodor
pbodord@gmail.com

During our last 2020 quarter, despite the
COVID pandemic, but staying safe as best we could,
we celebrated Holy Christmas. The Sunday school’s
magical Christmas presentation was wonderful. It
was a blessed moment. Earlier, we were honored with
a consular visit: Mr. Peter B-Nagy, consul.

- i e .
Sunday School Christmas Program at the
Hungarian Christian Church of Sarasota, FL
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Jézus Krisztus feltamadasa

., Krisztus meghalt a mi biineinkért az Irasok

szerint. Eltemették, és - ugyancsak az Irdsok

szerint - feltamadt a harmadik napon”
(IKorinthus 15:3-4)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gyiilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

n Nagyon sok vita van
Jézus Krisztus feltdmadasaval
kapcsolatban. Mind a Bibliaban,
mind pedig az emberiség
torténelmének sordn —az elmult
2000 évben— a mai napig vannak
olyanokat, akik megkérddjelezik
¢s vitatjak Jézus feltamadasanak
tényét. Elmondasuk szerint
annyira természetellenes, annyira abszurd a halottak
kozil valo feltimadas témadja, és nem is lehetséges.
Liberalis teologusok nem is tanitanak a feltdmadasrol,
mert azt mondjak, hogy ami husvét hajnalan tortént,
azt egyaltalan nem lehet megmagyarazni €s emberi
¢sszel felfogni. Taldn van ugy, hogy a keresztyén
embert is megkisérti a gondolat, hogy nehéz elhinnie
Krisztus feltdmadasat.

Pal apostol pontosan egy olyan gyiilekezetnek
ir, amelynek tagjai koziil sokan nem hittek, vagy
nem teljes szivvel hittek Jézus feltimadasaban. A
kovetkezoket irja a korinthusi gyiilekezet tagjainak:

En elsésorban azt adtam dt nektek, amit én
magam is kaptam; hogy tudniillik Krisztus meghalt
a mi biineinkeért az Irasok szerint. Eltemették, és -
ugyancsak az Irasok szerint - feltamadt a harmadik
napon, és megjelent Kéfasnak, majd a tizenkettonek.
Azutan megjelent tobb, mint Jtszaz testvérnek
egyszerre, akik koziil a legtobben még mindig élnek,
néhanyan azonban elhunytak. Azutan megjelent
Jakabnak, majd valamennyi apostolnak. Legutoljara
pedig, mint egy torzsziilottnek, megjelent nekem is.”

(IKor.15:3-8)

Ne felejtsiik el azt, hogy ezek a szavak
olyasvalaki tollabol szarmaztak, aki korabban nem
hitt a feltdmadott Krisztusban. Pal ott volt az elsd
olyan ember kivégzésén, akit a Jézusba vetett hite
miatt koveztek halalra. Ezutan Pal az egész ¢letét arra
tette fel, hogy felkutassa mindazokat, akik hisznek
a Messids Krisztusban, azért hogy letartdztassa és
bortdonbe vesse Oket.

Azonban a damaszkuszi Gton valami nagyon
kiilonleges és nem mindennapi dolog tortént Pal
¢letében, ami minden addigit megvaltoztatott.
Meglatta Jézust, talalkozott vele. Megjelent neki az
Ur a damaszkuszi aton és szemtantja lett annak, hogy
Krisztus €l. Péterrel, az apostolokkal és még tobb, mint
500 emberrel egyiitt elmondhatta, hogy sajat szemével
latta a feltamadott Urat.

Amikor P4l a levelét irta a korinthusi
hitetlenkeddknek, a szemtantk nagy része még mindig
¢élt és hirdették a torténteket. Egyszeriien leirva és
megfogalmazva adtdk at a megtortént eseményeket:
., Krisztus meghalt a mi biineinkert az Irdsok szerint.
Eltemették, és - ugyancsak az Irasok szerint - feltamadt
a harmadik napon...”

Elt két hires ember a 18. szazadi Angliaban,
akik szkeptikusok voltak. Az egyiknek a neve Gilbert
West, kolté és gondolkodo, és a masik George
Lyttelton Brit allamférfi és ird volt.

Megéllapodtak ~ abban, hogy  mindent
megtesznek azért, hogy elpusztitsdk a keresztyén
hitet. Tovabba abban is megegyeztek, hogy két
dolog sziikséges ahhoz, hogy ez megtorténjen: meg
kell cafolniuk Jézus feltamadasat, valamint ugy
kell megmagyarazniuk Saul megtérését, hogy a
szkeptikusok szamara az elfogadhato legyen. Mindkét
brilians elme szamara tehat megvolt a feladat.

Elegendd idét —tobb, mint egy évet— adtak
maguknak minderre. Majd az id6 letelte utdn
Osszejottek, hogy a feljegyzéseiket egyeztessék.
Amikor taldlkoztak mar mindketten keresztyénekké

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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Folytatas a 11. oldalrol

lettek és megvallottdk a megtérésiiket, mint sajat
kutatasuk eredményét.!

Azonban még ezek utdn is lehetnek olyanok,
akikben felvetddik a kérdés: Valoban igaz Jézus
feltimadasa? Mert ugyebar ez nem egy mindennapos
dolog, hogy valaki feltimad a halalbol. Annyira
megdobbentd €és —valljuk be— hihetetlen a halottak
koziil valo feltdmadas témaja. Azonban nincs egyediil,
aki igy gondolkozik. Mar a kezdetektdl voltak olyanok,
akik megkérddjelezték Krisztus feltdmadasat. Még
Jézusnak a legelkotelezettebb kovet6i koziil s
feltették onmagunknak a kérdést: ,, Valami csalasban
hiszek, vagy tényleg igaz mindez?” Vagy gondoljunk
Tamasra, aki nem volt ott, amikor Jézus —feltamadasa
utan— el6szor megjelent a tanitvanyoknak, akik azutan
teljes bizonyossaggal allitottak: ,,Lattuk az Urat”.
Viszont Tamas minderre ezt valaszolta: ,,Ha nem
latom a kezén a szegek helyét, és nem érintem meg
ujjammal a szegek helyét, és nem teszem a kezemet az
oldalara, nem hiszem.” (Janos 20:25)

Ha azonban mindaz, ami Jézussal tortént igaz,
akkor azt nagyon komolyan kell venniink. Ha valaki
megmondja eldre, tobbszor is, hogy meg fog halni,
de harmadnapon feltamad a halalbol, és az meg is
torténik, akkor én minden mast elhiszek neki, amit
mondott.

Mit jelent hat szamunkra az, hogy Jézus
feltdmadt a halalbol? Miért fontos hiisvét a szamunkra?
A valaszt a Romai levélben taldljuk meg: ,, Ha pedig
annak Lelke lakik bennetek, aki feltamasztotta Jézust a
halottak koziil, akkor az, aki feltamasztotta a Krisztus
Jézust a halottak koziil, életre kelti halando testeteket
is a bennetek lako Lelke altal.” (Roma 8:11)

Ez husvét 1ényege. Ami Jézussal tortént, az
vellink is megtdrténhet mind lelki, mind pedig fizikai
modon. Nem kell blineinkben élniink, hanem egy 1j
életre tamadhatunk fel Obenne mar itt a foldon. Ezt
nevezziik a Krisztusban valo ujjasziiletésnek.

Emellett nem a halalé az utolso szo, mert sokkal
tobb van a halal utan, mint azt gondolnank. Nemcsak
a lelkiink, hanem a testiink is feltimad egy napon.
Mas lesz, mint a mostani, de mégis megtorténik majd.
Mindemellett tudhatjuk, hogy valami tobb van, egy
Uj kezdet van Krisztussal a halal utan. Amig pedig itt
¢llink, amig foldi porsatorunk 0ssze nem omlik, addig
¢ljliink Krisztus dicsdségére, aki onmagat adta értiink,
¢és dicsOségesen feltdmadt a halalbol, hogy nekiink
blinbocsanatot, ¢letet €s 6rok életet ajandékozzon. Mi
hat a te valaszod a feltdmadas tényére?

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Forras:

Religious Telescope (Az eredeti szovegbdl forditva)
http://www.moreillustrations.com/Illustrations/
resurrection%204.html

-~

Kr-i»svz4f Eeltamadt!

Val_ob_an feltaac__it!

Megnyiltak az Ajtok

Isten ingyen valo kegyelmébdl Gijra megértiik a
Husvéti iinnepeket. Sziviink kesertiségét, amit lassan
tobb mint egy éve atéltiink wjra felvaltja a Husvét
iinnepe. Igen, Husvét van! A természet megujult, a
madarak csicseregnek, az agakon riigyek fakadnak,
tavaszi napsugdr melengeti a fagyos foldet, és
sziviinkbe 6rom koltozott. A 40 napos bojt, a 1élekben
atélt nagycsiitortok, a keresztre-feszités nagypéntekje,
és a gyaszba borult nagyszombat utdn ujjongva
mondjuk: HUSVET VAN!

Kicsi falunkban Bodrogmezén a Felvidéken,
de azt hiszem a magyar lakta vidékeken mindentitt a
templomba sietd hivek igy kdszontotték egymast: —
Feltamadt Krisztus! — Valoban feltamadt! A falusi kis
templom messzire elhangzd harangszava hivogatta
a falu népét Isten dicsOitésére, az evangélium
hallgatasara. Mar kora reggel megnyilt a templom
ajtaja, hogy aki kordbban érkezik, annak legyen helye
hol letilni.

Ilyen ajtonyitds jut eszembe a husvéttal
kapcsolatban. Janos evangéliuma négy ajtonyitasrol
beszél.

Az els6 nagy ajtonyitas az, amikor Jézus sirja
nyilik meg. Elvétetik onnan a hatalmas ko, nincs
tovabb lezarva. Sokak szdmadra a sir azt jelenti, hogy
az ¢let egyszer elér egy olyan ponthoz, amikor az
emberrél mar csak mult idoben beszélnek. Le van
zéarva az ¢lete. A sirral pont kertil a 1étezésre, ami azt
jelenteti, hogy az élet mult, j6v6 pedig nincs. Jézus
ezt az ¢élet-halal vonalat torte at azon az aldott Husvét
reggelen! Jézus feltdmadasa azt hirdeti, hogy most
mar az emberrdl is el lehet mondani, nemcsak azt
hogy volt, hanem azt is, hogy lesz. Isten a reménység
Istene, aki nem engedi, hogy a sir bezarja az emberi
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létet. Megnyitja a sirt, és hatalmas jelet mutat: A
mindenhat6 Isten egysziilott Fia a sajat jovojét vellink
osztotta meg. Nyitva van folottiink az ég, és raragyog
areménység fénye. Jézus sirja megnyilt és a mennyek
kapuja kitarult.

Ajto nyilt meg Maria elott is. Maria ott all
a sirndl és ugy érzi, hogy minden elveszett, Jézus
halott. Osszetort reményekkel gyaszolja a Mestert.
Ott all most is a sirnal, €s hite le van zarva mindaddig,
amig Jézus a nevén szdlitja. A felismerés, hogy Jézus
feltdmadt, radobbenti arra, hogy nincs bezarva a
multjaba. Jézus nem a mult emléke, hanem a jelene €s
ajovoje. Nem kell félnie attol, hogy mindaz, amit atélt,
a multé. A megtérés boldogsaga, amit Maria Jézus
Krisztus altal kapott, ¢s amit nem akar elengedni,
nem marad bezarva a multba, hanem a jelenben ¢€s a
jovoében tovabbfolytatodik, ahogyan Jézus igérte.

Mindannyian vagyunk arra, hogy ami
¢letlinkben legszebb volt, azt meg tudjuk tartani.
Amikor valami csodalatosat ¢éliink at, szeretnénk
megragadni a pillanatot, hogy ne muljon el. Ezt a
lehetdséget kaptuk meg Jézus Krisztusban. Az ajtd
nyitva all!

Ajto nyilik a tanitvanyok elott is. Jézus
keresztre feszitése utan a tanitvanyok a zsidoktol
valo félelem miatt bezarkoznak a felso hdzba. A zart
ajto kifejezi a reménytelenséget, a blzonytalansagot
és a félelmet. Ugy érzik, hogy vereség érte Gket,
meghalt a Mesteriik. Nincs mondanivaldjuk masok
szamara, mert Jézus halalaval az O élet torténete ezzel
lezarult. Egyszerre csak ott van a Mester a zart ajton
keresztiil! A tanitvanyok abban a pillanatban atélik
az ujra talalkozas oromét: az ajtdé nem nyilt meg, és
Jézus mégis ott van. A tanitvanyok, amikor a bezart
ajtok mogott Jezussal talalkoznak, radobbennek arra,
hogy O a dicséséges Ur, aki elétt mar nincs akadaly a
halal utan valo6 taldlkozasra sem. Latjak sebzett kezét,
oldalat, mely szenvedés altal megnyilt a megvaltas
kapuja. Bizonyara mindannyian el tudjuk képzelni,
milyen csodalatos esemény lehetett ez a talalkozas.
A Messias jelenlétében a tanitvanyok értelme
kinyilt, a félelemtdl megszabadulva készek voltak az
evangélium hirdetésére.

., Békesség néktek!” — a Feltdmadott Jézus
szava igy szOl hozzajuk. Héber nyelven a békesség
sokkal tobbet fejez ki, mint a mi magyar nyelviinkben.
Benne van az iidvosség, a boldogsag, gy mint a
mi szokasos reformatus koszontésiinkben, amikor
igy koszontjiik egymast , Aldas, Békesség”. Jézus
feltamadasa elhozta az idvOsséget, ajtot nyitott az
Atyahoz.

,Ahogyan engem elkiildott az Atya, én is
elkiildelek titeket.” (Janos 20:21)

Ekkor tarul fel a negyedik ajto. Jézus
ajandékat nem lehet bezarni a tanitvdnyok felsd
szobajaba, de még Jeruzsilembe vagy a zsidd nép
kozé sem. Ez az ajandék kinyitja az ajtdt minden nép
felé a vilagon.

Isten szovetséget kotott az O zsido népével,
de az egész vilagot megajandékozottd akarja
tenni. Tanitvanyait elkiildi Szentlelke &ltal minden
emberhez.

Ez a feladat rank is érvényes, hogy az lizenetet
¢s ¢letajandékot vigyiik €és adjuk tovabb.

Nem hiszem, hogy van olyan emberi
sziv, amely ne vagyddna a husvéti hit utan. Isten
kegyelmébdl wjra itt van Husvét, itt van a boldog
alkalom arra, hogy mi is ujra elfogadjuk és magunkéva
tegytik a husvéti 6romhirt. .. Krisztus feltimadott!

Janos evangéliumaban tehat négy ajtod
megnyitasardl hallottunk: megnyilt a sir, megnyilt
Maria szomorkodo szive is, megnyilt a tanitvanyok
bezart vilaga is, mert Jézus Krisztus feltamadt.
Testvérek, az ajtd eldttiink is nyitva all, hogy mi
is megtalaljuk a feltdmadott Krisztust. A Krisztus
feltdimadasanak 6romében boldog Husvétot kivanunk
mindenkinek.

Ft. Torok Istvan

A GYOZELEM TITKA, 1. RESZ.

Meg kell vallanom, hogy —mint &ltalaban
minden fit— szerettem mindig a katonasdit, a
csatakrol szolo filmeket és konyveket. Es nagyon
megoriiltem, amikor megtérésem utdn megértettem,
hogy Isten egy harcos életre hivott el, mint Krisztus
katonajat. Késobb még valamit meg kellett tanulnom:
a dolog Iényege nem a harc, a katonaskodas, hanem a
gyOzelem. Ezért gondoltam, hogy megosztok Kedves
Olvasoinkkal egy-két tapasztalatot. Ugyanis tobb,
mint negyven éve harcolom a ,hit nemes harcat,” és
—sok kudarc mellett— még gy6zelmeket is adhatott az
Ur.

Folytatds a 14. oldalon
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Jozsué  konyvében  olvashatunk  Jerikd
elfoglaldsdnak csodalatos torténetérél — tudjatok,
arrol, hogy amikor a kiirtok szoéltak, akkor leomlott
a fal magatdl, elfoglalhattdk a varost, és egyediil
R4hab és csaladja menekiilt meg. Bibliankban Jozsué
konyvének 6. fejezete kezdddik ezzel a cimmel:
,Jeriko elfoglaldsa.” De fel kell ismerniink azt, hogy a
harc NEM ITT kezdodik — nem akkor, amikor leomlik
a fal, még nem is akkor, amikor koriiljarjak a varost.

Jozsué konyvének otodik részében, a fejezet
végén azt olvassuk, hogy az ostrom eldtti estén Jozsué
kimegy a mezore imadkozni, gondolkodni, az utolsé
nagy mérlegelésre, hogy mindent megtett-e, ami
szlikséges volt... Ekkor megjelenik egy angyal, ami
abban azidében sokkal gyakoribb jelenség volt, mint
napjainkban. Es azt is latja Jozsué, hogy nem egy
hirndk-angyal jelent meg, hanem egy harcos angyal,
hiszen 1lam, kardot tart a kezében. Elhangzik a nagy
kérdés: ,kozilink valé vagy, vagy ellenségeink
koziil?” Mert megérti am a hadvezér, hogy a lathato
szint folott ott van egy nagyon is valdsagos, €s
dontden fontos lathatatlan szint is. Mert igaz ugyan,
hogy Izrael serege all szemben Jeriké harcosaival, de
a hattérben ott all Izréael Istene, Adondj-Elohim, mig a
jerikdiak mogott a maguk isten-garniturdja all, Samas
¢s Sin, a napisten meg a holdisten vezetésével. Igen,
igen, kérem, hogy ne mondjatok, hogy ,napisten
meg holdisten... ugyan kérem....” Mert minden halott
balvany mogott ott all egy nagyon is €10 ur, a satan. A
kérdés tehat valahol ott fent, a szellemi vildgban ddl
majd el.

Sz6 sincs itt arrol, hogy vajon Adondj-
Elohim, Jahve az erdsebb, vagy Samas napisten, és
Sin holdisten, vagy a mogotte lopakod6 satani erdk...
Oh nem, ez nem kérdés, hiszen a zsidok Istene mar
levetette a satant az égbol. A kérdés csak az, hogy
harcolhat-e a Mindenhatd6 a maga népéért — mint
ahogyan a satan is ott all a maga népe mogott? Ebben
az esetben ugyanis mar Jahve AdonaJ Elohim, a
Mindenhaté harcol a sotétség erdi ellen. Es itt mar
nem két esélyes —fifty-fifty— a harc kimenetele.

Ezért kérdezi meg J6zsué remegd bizalommal:
,,mit sz61 az én uram az 3 szolgajanak?” Es elhangzik
egy nagyon megddbbentd ,katonai tandcs.” Ezt
mondja az angyal: ,,0ldd le saruidat 1abaidrol...” vagy
magyarrdl magyarra forditva: szenteld meg magad! Ez
am a tandcs... Ha én ott lettem volna, lehet, morogni
kezdek. Egy hatalmas varost kell elfoglalnunk, varjuk
a stratégiai tandcsot. Talan azt, hogy a Mindenhat6
tudja, és megmondja, hogy hol érdemes tdmadni, mert
ott gyavabbak a katonak... Vagy egy titkos alagit, ami
bevezet minket a varosba. No de egy ilyen ,,vallasos”

tanacs, hogy szenteljem meg magam? Uram, nem
tévesztettél el itt most valamit?

Minden harcold keresztyénnek ezt a tanacsot
adja az ,,angyal.” Allitsd helyre —vagy erdsitsd meg—
a kapcsolatodat Istennel, az erdd forrasaval. Es akkor
mar nem te harcolsz a s6tét erdvel, aki az ellenséged,
vagy ellenséges helyzeted mogott all, hanem Isten.”
Es innent8l mar nem , fifty-fifty” a gy6zelem esélye,
hiszen a te Istened a Mindenhat6. Minden iddk
egyik legnagyobb katonai langelméje, a Napodleont
visszeverd Szuvorov tadbornok mondta egyszer: ,,A
gyb6zelmet a harc eldtt kovacsoljak.” Igaz, 6 nem
egészen ilyesmit értett alatta, de valoban: a szellemi
stabilitds, az €16 Istennel valo kapcsolat a gydzelem
titka. Mert akkor mar érvényestil az igéret: ,,Nagyobb
az, aki bennetek van, mint aki e vilagban van”,
ahogyan azt Janos apostol a levelében kijelentette.

Testvéreim, ne adjuk fel a harcot
gyermekeinkért, sziileinkért, tarsainkért, vagy éppen
az egyhazunkért! Megnyerte Jézus Krisztus a golgotai
kereszten a haborut, és ad er6t ahhoz, hogy megnyerjiik
helyi ,,csatdinkat.” De ne felejtsiik el: a titok az ¢I0,
valosagos, napi kapcsolat Istennel, a gydzedelmes
Urral, az erd forrdsaval. Ehhez a kapcsolathoz
pedig szentség kell. Amit el lehet érni imadsaggal,
igeolvasassal és Néki valo engedelmességgel.

Nt. dr. LaszIo Imre
' Légy erds és bator!

NE RETTEG] ES NE FEIJ,
mertveledvan az Ur,

a te Istened mindeniitt,
barhova mégy. =

Jozsue 1,9 /

KALVIN ZSINAT ISKOLA ALAP
2020. december, Karacsonyi Korlevél

P.O. BOX 36141
CANTON, OH 44735

Nadas Gabriella, koordinator
kuni.nadas@gmail.com

Ev végi gyiijtés beszamolé:

Ebben az évben sikeriilt eljuttatnunk Kolozsvarra:
$46,473.00 a Keresztsziiloi akciora, $10,156.18 az
iskola fenntartasara,

Székelyudvarhelyre: $12,234.00,

Marosvasarhelyre osszegytilt: $13,192.38,
Nagyenyedre a Bethlen Gabor Kollégium részére
kibdvitve a Juhasz Maria 0sztondijat, Szigethy Béla
adomanyozott $25,000.00-t.
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/Készénjiik kedves tdmogatdinknak adomdanyaikat.
Az iskoldk tovabbra is zéarva vannak koézponti
Minisztérium hatarozat altal. Nehéz az oktatast
vezetni személyes kapcsolat nélkiil. Nehéz a
didkokat lelkesiteni, kiilondsen figyelembe véve,
hogy az orszagos érettségi vizsgdk tovabbra is
szigoru keretek kozt komoly elvarasokkal lesznek
(megtartva.

Megjelent a Kolozsvari Reformatus Kollégium
30 éves évkonyve, amiben a kovetkezo Kkis cikket
kozoltem:

A KALVIN ZSINAT ISKOLA ALAP MISSZIOJA
AZ OSSZETARTOZAS JELKEPE

2020 — a Magyar Osszetartozas éve

Nincs jobb példa erre, mint a Kalvin
Zsinat misszio iskola alap keresztsziiloi akcioja,
amely mintegy 30 éve miikddik. Megalmoddja dr.
Csiha Kalman, erdélyi reformatus piispok, aki az
1990 és 1991 Eszak Amerikai koratjai alkalmaval
megerodsitette a szalakat, amelyek az Eszak-amerikai
magyarsagot Osszeflizték a Kolozsvari Reformatus
Kollégiummal. 1992-ben a Kollégium kivalo korusat
kiilfoldre inditotta, hogy az amerikai és kanadai
kozosségek kozelebbrol megismerjék az erdélyi
diakokat. A szivhez szo6lo el6adasok, a didkok nehéz
bentlakési helyzete, az iskola kezdeti nehézségei, pl.
tanitas egy ipari iskola 4 tantermében megrenditden
hatott a diaszpdra magyarsagara. Adomanyok érkeztek
nyugdijasoktol, 6zvegyektdl, sikeres tizletemberektdl,
fiataloktol, erdélyi és magyar szarmazasuaktol,
egyesiiletektdl, és templomoktol. fgy indult el a szalak
megerdsitése. Az évek sordn a tamogatott diakok
koszono levélben irtak magukrol, csaladi helyzetiikrol
a cserébe a kapott joért.

30 év hosszl 1d6 €és immar tobb szdz erdélyi
didkot tdmogattunk, mind személyes adomanyokbdl.
Ezen kiviil voltak cél adomanyok a magyar reformatus
kollégiumok  fenntartasara, vagy  bentlakasok
épitésére iranyitva. Kaptunk nagyobb 0sszegii emlék-
adomanyokat is azok részérdl, akik igy szerették volna
még egy kis ideig megdrizni draga halottaik emléket.

Amikor Edesanyam unokatestvére, dr. Csiha
Kalmén 1990-ben felkért, hogy legyek az alap
Koordinatora, nem is képzeltem, hogy ez egy életre
szolo elkotelezettségetjelent. Lehetelkotelezettségnek
hivni, de azota rgjottem, ez tulajdonképpen egy
nagy ajandék volt, ami vératlanul meggazdagitotta
életemet az adakozokkal, Székely Arpad igazgatoval,
¢és a didkokkal kiépitett kapcsolatokon keresztiil.
Itt megemliteném sajat Edesanyamat, dr. Ormay

Jozsefné sz. Kiss Gabriellat, aki most 99 éves koraban
adta vissza lelkét teremtdjének. Elete céljanak tiizte
ki magyarsdgunk fenntartasat és sziviigye volt a KRK
megmaradasa és a didkok partfogasa. Ezt a nemes
célkitlizést dtadta nekem is.

Nézem az adakozdink névsorat és szomortian
allapitom meg, hogy mennyien nincsenek mar
kozottink. De neviik itt ebben az évkonyvben, és
bizonyara az altaluk tamogatott didkok szivében
tovabb ¢€l. Szeretnék megemliteni néhany személyt,
akiknek adomanyait ezaton is koszoni a Kalvin
Zsinat iskola alap misszidja: a Zoltani, Bodoni, Jokay
csalddok ezek, akik esetében a mdsodik generéacio
kovette a szildk nagylelkli adomdnyozésanak
példajat. Nt. Szigethy Béla fidt, aki sziilei emlékére
tetemes Osszegeket adomanyozott. Lauer Edith és férje
John akik nem csak adomanyaikkal tdmogattak az
iskolat, hanem évente ellatogatottak, hogy személyes
kapcsolatokat is teremtsenek.

Az évek hosszu sordn tamogattak a jelképes
keresztsziiloi akciot tobbek kozt: Zahonyi Istvan,
Szabo Karoly és Nora, dr. Szab6 Akos, a Jalics gsaléd,
Abraham Dezsd, dr. Ruzics Tamas, Balogh Agnes,
Csala Andréas és Maria, Lanyi Tamas, Kiss Barbara
és Kiss Eva, Kun Szabd Istvan, Latkoczy Laszlo,
az Oroszlan csaldd, Prof. Petheo Béla, a Hadady
csalad, a Teleki csalad, a Toldalagi csalad, a Volker
csalad, Warga Anders, Brown Jeanette, 103 felnott
cserkészcsapat, deKovacsy csalad, Dobsa Jozsef, a
Philadelphiai N6i Egylet, dr. Krudy Adrian, dr. Ring
Ilona, Wood Maria, a Csere csalad, a Vizsolyi csalad,
Szappanos Zsuzsa, Toth Alfred, Toth Maria, Nt. dr.
Benkd Istvan és Jakab Sandor. Kiilon kdszonet illeti a
Kalvin Zsinat el6z6 piispokeit, és a jelenlegi plispokot,
dr. Krasznai Csabat és Nt. Téth Viktor, pénztarost,
akik az évek folyaman tdmogattak a missziot.

Az utdbbi 30 évben tobb szazan is részt vettek
az akcidnkban, mind amerikai magyarok, akik a jovo
erdélyi didk-generaciok sorsat sziviikon viselték.

Halas koszonet illeti minden tamogatonkat,
akik ezaltal erdsitik ¢s hirdettk mindenkori
Osszetartozasunkat.

—Nadas Gabriella, A Kalvin Zsinat Iskola
Alap koordinatora, 2020. szeptember

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO SOOIy

Gyiilekezeti beszamolo

VOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OOOOOOOOOOOOOOCH

UJ LED lampatestek beszerelése a Walton Hillsi
Els6 Magyar Reformatus Egyhaznal

OO

2020-ban az egyhazunk nagylelki palyazati
tdmogatasban részesiilt a Magyar Kormany részérol.
Folytatads a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrél
A tamogatast az egyhaz épiiletében taldlhatd régi
neon lampatestek és izzok, LED lampatestekre valod
teljes kicserélésére forditjuk. A palyazati Osszeget a
Bethlen Gébor Alapkezeld Zrt. utalta at reformatus
kozosségiinknek. A lampatestek kicserélése 2021.
januarjaban kezdddott el.

Halasak vagyunk a Magyar Korrnanynak
azon beliil is a Nemzetpolitikai Allamtitkarsagnak és
a Bethlen Géabor Alapkezeld Zrt. vezetdségének és
munkatarsainak, hogy e nehéz idékben, az otthoni,
anyaorszagban torténd rengeteg feladat megvalositasa
kozepette is gondolnak a diaszporaban ¢él6 magyar
szervezetekre, egyhdzakra és kozosségekre, és azokat
toretlen erdvel —erkodlesi, lelki és anyagi mddon—
tovabbra is tiamogatjak.

Dr. Krasznai Csaba

MEGVALOSULT A MAGYAR KORMANY
TAMOGATASAVAL

‘

MINISZTERELNOKSEG BETHLEN GABOR
NEMZETPOLITIKAI ALLAMTITKARSAG Al

—

Az LED lampatestek beszerelve a templom folyosojan

P Janosik John megbizott

leszereli a régi
lampatestet

|

bekon az elektromos drotokat
az uj LED lampatesthez

A Sarasotai Magyar Keresztyén Egyhaz

Nt. Bodor Péter Pal
pbodord(@gmail.com

2020 utols6 negyed évében, a COVID
pandémia ellenére, és a biztonsagi tennivalokat
betartva megiinnepeltiik Karacsony Szent Unnepét.
A vasarnapi iskola kardcsonyi programja elvarazsolo
volt. Korabban, B. Nagy Péter konzul ur latogatta
meg gyiilekezetiinket €s a Sarasota kornyéki magyar
szervezeteket.

B. Nagy Péter konzul ur latogatasa
a sarasotai gylilekezetben

Kellemes a
Husvéti {‘ \
Unnepeket ‘=g
Kivanunk

WILLIANM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
Pittsburgh, PA ¢ Founded 1886

To learn more, call us at (412) 231-2979
or visit us online at www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Stefan Istvan Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center
and Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csitha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j- Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rozsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

c. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA
Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.

Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Keérjiik, hogy adomadnyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treasurer
3763 N. Hollingsworth Road, Altadena, CA 91001
Tel: 714-333-5300

Gergely

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-221-5334

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Torok Istvan, Piispokhelyettes
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum
¢s Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 0j templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak rd Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” arvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

b. Csap: “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tdmogatasara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
c. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek és
evangélizacios kozpont {6 épililete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkasai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédidja. Elore
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyo: A Reformatus Egyhazkoézség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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The pandemic has changed our lives
in so many ways. One thing it hasn't
changed is our commitment to serving
our members, our Hungarian heritage
and the greater community.
I[t's a promise our founders made
in 1886, and it's one we
intend to keep, for
years to come.
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