ISSN 0161-6900

CALVIN

N\

ZhosHERALD

Official Organ of The Calvin Synod — United Church of Christ

AMERIKAI MAGYAR
REFORMATUSOK LAPJA

N

Founded in 1900

VOL.CXXIL.

MAY - JUNE 2021

IN THIS ISSUE

A Special Day, Pentecost

—Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai..............cccccueueven... 2
The Three Main Branches of Faith
—Rev. Alexander Jalso..............ccoeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiniiann., 3

What Does Jesus’ Ascension Mean?

—Rt. Rev. Stefan M. TOroK...........cccccoeeeeuvvvveeennnnn. 4
House - Home - Haven - Heaven

—Rev. Alexander Jalso...............ccccoveeeeeiieeeeenennne.. 6
Obituary, Rev. Sandor Farkas..............ccccceeeeee. 7
A Special Ministry in Flletelke

—EnikS ROZSA..........ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 8
Call to the 80" Synod Meeting

—Rev. Gabor G. NitSCh...........cccccevvveveiiieiiieinne 9
Congregational Sharings...........ccccccvvvvvivvriinnnnnnn. 10
Egy kulénleges nap, Plnkésd

—Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba...........cccccccovvvvvieneennii.. 11
A gydbzelem titka, 2. rész

=Nt. dr. Laszlo Imre...........ccc..coooveeeceeeieeeaaaan, 12
Egy rendkivili szolgalat Flletelkén

—R0OzSa ENIKG........eeeeeeeeeeeee e 13
Clevelandi Dics6it6 Est

—Deak Zsolt, lelKipaSztor..............ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen.. 14
Gyulekezeti beszdmoloK...........coovviiiiiiieeeeennnnns 15

Calvin Synod Homeland and Overseas Mission.17
HirdetésekK........oooovveeeeeeeiiiiccieeeeeeee 18-19-20

Adv@cav N
s Fiolly Spi, whonm {ich
l'l/l ﬁm my nam

KESZULT A MAGYAR KORMANY % §

TAMOGATASAVAL MINISZTERELNOKSEG BeThuey CABOR
NEMZETPOLITIKAI ALLAMTITKARSAG

—




CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

CALVIN
SYNOD

HERALD

Official Organ of The Calvin Synod - United Church of Christ Founded in 1900 n;‘;
AMERIKAI MAGYAR
REFORMATUSOK LAPJA

Volume CXXII

MAY — JUNE 2021

Tel.: 440-221-5334

Official Organ of the Calvin Synod
United Church of Christ — Founded in 1900

CALVIN SYNOD HERALD (ISSN 0161-6900)
is published bi-monthly
$15.00/year for individual subscriptions;
$10.00/year for groups, 50 or more copies
Please make checks payable to the Calvin Synod Herald

Editor in Chief: Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai, Bishop
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH 44146
Tel.: 440-221-5334 « Email: revkrasznai@gmail.com

Co-Editor: Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street « Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel.: 732-634-1751 + Email: revtorok@comcast.net

Interim Hungarian Editor: Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok

Business Manager: Wilburn A. Roby, Jr.
264 Old Plank Road ¢ Butler, PA 16002
Email: warajr@embargmail.com

Newsletters prepared by: Beata Krasznai
440-221-2558 « calvinsynod1939@gmail.com

Newsletters printed by: Novex Systems LLC 216-351-4444

Periodicals postage paid at Butler, PA
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
CALVIN SYNOD HERALD
264 Old Plank Rd., Butler, PA 16002-3810

Manuscripts and photographs are not preserved or returned
Send all correspondence to the Editor

The views and opinions of the writers are their own and do not
necessarily represent the position of the magazine or Calvin Synod.

CALVIN SYNOD HEADQUARTERS:
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road « Walton Hills, OH 44146

Email: revkrasznai@gmail.com

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai e
14530 Alexander Road
Walton Hills, OH 44146

Tel.: 440-221-5354 * revkrasznai@gmail.com

~N NN
~N NN

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS

The proper procedure is for all interested ministers to send
their completed PROFILE (as provided by the United Church
of Christ) to the Bishop’s office:

I

A Special Day, Pentecost

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All

of them were filled with the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 2:1-4 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

_ Pentecost was a Jewish
holy day, and originally it was an
agricultural feast day in Israel.
Pentecost is also called the Feast
of Weeks. It was celebrated fifty
days after Passover, and marked
the beginning of the wheat harvest
in Israel. The term Pentecost
comes from the Greek Ilevinkoot (Pent€kost)
meaning “fiftieth”. Harvesting was a great celebration
not only for the Jews but everywhere in the world.

Luke, the author of the Book of Acts,
specifically writes about Pentecost and was pointing
to one of the most remarkable events in Israel’s
history. It took place in Jerusalem fifty days after the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Since Pentecost was a
Jewish high holy day, the capitol city was crowded
with Jewish pilgrims. Jews, from the countries of the
then known world, came to Jerusalem to offer their
sacrifices of thanksgiving to God.

While the city was filled with crowds, the
disciples stayed behind locked doors in an upper
room and were hiding because they were afraid of
the Jewish religious leaders. They thought that if the
religious leaders saw them on the streets, they would
imprison and execute them as they did with Jesus.

However, one day something strange happened.
Exactly on the day of Pentecost “suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven
and filled the whole house where they were sitting”
(Acts 2:2). The Spirit’s coming was like a blowing
wind. In the Greek, the word for “spirit” and “wind”
is the same. This element, and also life, power, and
freedom, were also present in the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon the disciples at Pentecost. Jesus sent
the Holy Spirit whom He promised to His followers.

After the Spirit came like the blowing of a
violent wind and then like tongues of fire, the disciples
“were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
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in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts
2:4). This of course, was not the first time the Spirit of
God had been revealed and experienced in the world.
However, this event was special and unique.

Why was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
so important at Pentecost? As it was mentioned
earlier, many pilgrims —God-fearing Jews— came to
Jerusalem from every nation. When they heard this
strange and huge sound, a big crowd came together
in bewilderment. The disciples stepped out boldly of
that large upper room, where they were previously
hiding, and began to preach the good news of Jesus
Christ. They miraculously were speaking in different
tongues and each one heard them speaking in his own
language.

There was no fear at all in the heart of the
disciples. The Spirit went ahead of them and broke
through the barriers of language and culture so that the
good news could be proclaimed and understood. The
disciples proclaimed God’s grace that was fulfilled in
Jesus Christ.

So the message was about Christ, His ministry,
and that He died for us on the cross of Golgotha but
has gloriously risen on the third day (verses 22-24
and 36). This was the kerygma, the message itself, the
proclamation about Jesus Christ. The message was
simple, however, with great meaning.

The marvelous outcome of the proclamation of
this message by the Spirit was that those who accepted
Christ “were baptized, and about three thousand were
added to their number that day” (Acts 2:41). This was
the birthday of the Christian Church!

Those who repented from their sins and
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to
anyone as any had need. Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all
the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47) This was
a great-great revival and renewal, 2000 years ago, in
Israel. God fulfilled the promises He has given to His
people.

We all long for and have the desire to
experience and see that people’s lives are transformed
and churches are revived by the power and work of the
Holy Spirit. Many believers long for the gracious gift

of revival.

What is this revival? Why is renewal
necessary? you may ask. The renewal work of the
Holy Spirit could be compared to a strong wind
which suddenly whips and churns up everything.
It blows away the trash and all the dirt and leaves
everything behind clean and in order. However, many
people do not let this cleansing work of the Spirit in
their lives. They are afraid of changes and do not like
if something is different that they got used to. They
rather keep their usual routine and do not want any
new things, innovations, and changes in their spiritual
lives. They think that it would cause turmoil and mess
if it happens. However, if we do not let God to bring
changes and newness into our lives then we do not let
the Holy Spirit to work in us and through us.

Additionally, the Holy Spirit is like a river that
overflows. There are those who go with the current of
the Spirit, but there are those who just walk on the
bank of the river or swim against the current. It is
important to go with the leading of the Holy Spirit so
we would also take part in the Spirit’s renewing and
reviving work.

On this day of Pentecost, the Lord Jesus
encourages us to accept more from His work and let
Him to work in us and among us by His Holy Spirit.
The Spirit’s desire is to make a way open, to bring
revival and renewal into our personal life and into our
churches’ life, as well. May the Lord Jesus give us
His grace so that none of us would be an obstacle in
the work of the Holy Spirit. Amen!

Yours in the Risen Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai
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The Three Main Branches of Faith

Scripture reading: Hebrews 11:1-7.

Text: “And without faith it is impossible to
please God, for whoever would approach him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
seek him” Hebrews 11:6.

According to the polls most people say they
believe in God or in a spiritual supreme being. If you
ask a citizen what he/she knows about FAITH, LOVE,
FORGIVENESS, SALVATION, or MERCY, most
probably the answer will be: “These are ecclesiastical
expressions; the clergy uses them in the church.” In
the daily life of a gainfully employed person with
a family who was not baptized and confirmed, and
whose parents did not take him/her to worship, these
religious and biblical words are not important. I wish
to have the privilege to bring to your attention the
importance and serious meaning of faith. Please read
in entirety chapter eleven of the Letter to the Hebrews.

THREE MAIN BRANCHES OF FAITH.

According to the Bible, the sacred theology,
the believers, and the teaching of the church, faith is
one of the most important parts of our spiritual life.
Please read our text.

The first branch of faith is: SALVATION.
Obviously if your conviction is that death is the
last station, and after it there is nothing, faith would
become superfluous. What we believe in through faith
cannot be proven, because if this would be possible,
it would become knowledge. Therefore the Bible
emphasizes: “Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” Hebrews
11:1. We know that we cannot force people to believe,
use undeniable arguments, use scientific evidence,
and make untrue statements for the sake of the reward
of faith.

The second branch of faith is: MORALITY or
ETHICS, relating to BEHAVIOR. If we are sure there
will be no consequences for our actions and behavior;
and we can do whatever we want irrespective of
how it will affect our neighbors; and we never will
be held responsible for what we have done on earth,
will it be good for the society or not? Have you ever
thought about how much taxpayers have to pay for
our law enforcement, the judicial system, and the
correctional institutions? What about the crime,
shooting, rebellion, and destruction we witness. Does
not this biblical quotation serve as a moral standard:
“For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what
has been done in the body, whether good or evil” 2
Cor. 5:10. Will you be surprised when you face this
reality?

The third branch is: RELATIONSHIP. We
know there are exceptions, however, most of us have
family, friends, neighbors, colleagues, and relatives.
How happy or sad our lives are depends if our

relationships are joyful or hostile. A blessed family life
cannot be purchased, artificially created, demanded,
or one-sided. Love in our relationship is the same as
oil in an engine. We know that love is mentioned too
often and people are tired of it, however, relationship
among us is constant. As our body needs nutrition so
our spiritual life should protect and maintain our happy
relationships. Fear is one of our enemies, and hateful
relationships produce fear, anger, and retaliation.
Is your family life totally private? Is it completely
unimportant what kind of citizens will belong to the
next generation? What kind of children come from
an arguing and feuding family? Could you imagine
honesty without strong relationship? Could we trust
him or her whom we dislike? Do you think there are
strong relationships among faith, love, trust, honesty,
confidence, and courage?

I hope you will see that faith is not only and
exclusively a spiritual issue. Faith does not belong
only to the church. Faith should permeate and affect
our whole life and existence. Apostle Paul finished
the famous love chapter (1 Corinthians 13) with these
words: “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is love” 1 Corinthians
13:13.

Rev. Alexander Jalso

Bran@fh oﬁvFalt
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What Does Jesus’ Ascension Mean?

Scripture: Acts 1:1-11

Do you remember memorizing the Catechism
in confirmation class? If you do, you will remember a
question that the book loved to ask in each part of the
catechism. “What does this mean?” Over and over
again, the book asked the question, “What does this
mean?” | hope you learned to ask that question every
time you read a portion of the Bible, or meditate on
some important truth in the Scriptures. Let’s ask that
question:

What Does Jesus’ Ascension Mean?

1. It means that Jesus finished his work on
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earth.

We read in our scripture today that Forty days
after Easter, Jesus led his disciples out to the Mt. of
Olives. For the forty days from Easter to Ascension,
Jesus gave his disciples their last bits of instruction. He
helped them put all the pieces together, which could
not happen until they had experienced his resurrection.
Then he blessed them and ascended into the heavens
until a cloud hid him from their eyes. Instead of being
sad, Luke tells us in his gospel that the disciples were
filled with joy.

What does this mean? Perhaps we are stating
the obvious, but sometimes the obvious needs to be
stated. God sent his Son into the world on a mission.
He sent him here to save the world from sin. He sent
Jesus here to rescue us for heaven. The fact that Jesus
ascended back into heaven to be with his father at his
right hand means that Jesus completed his mission.
Again let us as the question: What does that mean for
you and me?

This, dear friends, gives us the greatest joy and
comfort. Deep down inside our sinful natures lurks
the dark question the rich young ruler had asked from
Jesus. (Mat 19:16 NIV) “Teacher, what good thing
must I do to get eternal life?”

Now reading the Bible from cover to cover
is a good thing to do, but not if you are doing it
because you think that will earn you peace of mind
and assurance of heaven. Isn’t there anything I can do
to be more sure of heaven? The answer is, “No.” Just
relax and believe that Jesus has done it all. If there had
been something left undone, if there was something
that had to happen to complete God’s plan to save us,
Jesus wouldn’t have ascended into heaven. He could
not have left his disciples, looking up into the sky,
if there was something that they had to do to come
to heaven with him. Everything was done. Every sin
was paid for. Every righteous act was done and had
been transferred into their account. No wonder Jesus’
ascension gave them such joy, and why it gives us
such joy still today. Relax and rejoice. Jesus has done
it all.

BUT there is more comfort in the story of Jesus
ascension. We must ask the question again, “What
does this mean?”

2. It means that you have a friend in high
places.

In the Apostle’s Creed, we confess that Jesus
“ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty.” What does this mean?
It means that we have a friend in the right place. John
wrote these words: “My dear children, I write this to
you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin,

we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also
for the sins of the whole world.” (1 John 2:1-2 NIV)

Today, we would call someone who speaks
in our defense a lawyer, or defense attorney. In Old
Testament terms, he would have been called our High
Priest. Can you picture in your mind’s eye how Jesus
is pleading your case before the throne of God? In
your prayers, you have come before God’s throne to
make a confession of your sins. Many of these sins
you also confessed last night, and the night before
that. Won’t God in heaven run out of mercy? Haven’t
you had your last chance a thousand times already?
The only mercy is only in Jesus, at the right hand God.
“Father,” he says, “This sinner who has come before
you is pleading for mercy- will find mercy because
of Me. He makes no excuses. He pleads no merit or
worthiness. And he has asked in my name, for my
sake. I bore this man’s sins on the cross and paid for
them. Therefore, Father, I will add my plea to his.
Have mercy on him. Forgive his sins.” Do you think
our Father can turn down the pleas of his one and only
Son?

At the end of every president’s term of office,
he writes out a number of presidential pardons. This
is not usual for presidents to do. They have that
right according to the constitution. Sometimes those
pardons bring great criticism. Sometimes people have
questioned the wisdom and even the ethics of this
pardon. But no one questions the right of the president
to grant that pardon. He has that right by constitutional
law.

Let me tell you that in the same way, God has
given Jesus the right to pardon us before his throne.
No matter how awful our sin may be, no matter how
little we deserve to be pardoned, all we have to do is
trust in Jesus to save you and you will be pardoned
before God’s throne.

There are other things we could speak of today
in regard to Jesus sitting at God’s right hand.

He rules all things for our good. He gives
pastors and teachers to his church so that the gospel
can be proclaimed. Time does not permit us to explore
these today. Only, permit me time to ask one more
time, “What does Jesus’ ascension mean?”’

3. It means that Jesus will come again.

Sometimes I think that our New Testaments
should have been arranged so that the Gospel of Luke
and Acts, which was also written by Luke, should
have been put right next to each other. For then the
account of the ascension in the gospel and this one

Continued on Page 6
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before us would be back to back. Let me put these few
verses next to each other, and you will understand what
I mean.

“I am going to send you what my Father has
promised; but stay in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.” When he had led
them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his
hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them,
he left them and was taken up into heaven. Here we
have these words. “This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Luke
24:49-51 NIV)

Did you catch the connection? Do you see why
Jesus’ ascension into heaven gives us comfort for the
day when he returns?

Luke tells us that as he ascended, he lifted up
his hands and blessed his disciples. The angels said
that Jesus would return in the same way that they saw
him go into heaven. When he comes again on the last
day, in power and glory as the king of kings, the whole
world will tremble before him. Those who denied him
will look for rocks to crawl under and caves to hide in.
They will know him then, but only in terror. Will it be
so for us? NO! The last thing the disciples saw were
the nail marks in his hands as he lifted them up to bless
them. The first thing we will see when he comes is the
nail marks in his hands, the symbol that our sins were
atoned for on the cross. For those who believe in Jesus,
who have beheld his death, witnessed his resurrection,
and gazed upon his ascension, there will be no fear
when he comes again.

Didn’t Jesus speak just this way to us, too?
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust
also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it
were not so, [ would have told you. I am going there to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:1-3 NIV)

How tenderly our Savior spoke before he
ascended into heaven. If I were moving my family to
another country, first I would go and set up a home,
find schools, and make sure everything was safe for
them. Before I left, I would tell them, “Don’t be afraid.
I’ll go and make sure everything is all right. When I
have a home for us, then I will come back for you and
we can all be together again.” So tenderly Jesus spoke
to his disciples before he ascended into heaven!

So, our ascended Savior speaks tenderly to
you, today, as well. “Don’t be afraid. I know the world
is a hard place. There are many sorrows and dangers. |
will always be with you. I will never leave you alone.

I am getting a place in heaven ready, just for you.
When I come again, I will take you home and we will
be together forever.”

That’s what Jesus’ ascension means.

Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok
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House - Home - Haven - Heaven
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Scripture reading: Luke 15:11 24.

Text: “Not long after that, the younger son got
together all he had, set off for a distant country and
there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he
had spent everything, there was a severe famine in
that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he
went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to
fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating,
but no one gave him anything. When he came to his
senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I
will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me
like one of your hired men.’” Luke 15:13-19.

As we pay respect to our dear mothers —either
remembering her what she has done while she was
with us, or day after day experiencing her kindness
and unceasing work— we wish to see the strong and
inseparable relationship between the heart of the
mother and the happiness of the home.

“TO ADAM PARADISE WAS HOME TO
THE GOOD AMONG HIS DESCENDANTS,
HOME IS PARADISE.” Julius Charles Hare.

THOSE WHO ARE HOME. This does not
mean sleeping in the bedroom of that house where the
other members of the family also live but it refers to
those who enjoy a harmonious, happy, and supportive
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“symbiosis” that is living together for the benefit of
each other. We can assume that this existed once in
the house where the family of the prodigal son lived.
There are simply no words which could adequately
express all the blessings of a family which lives
peacefully under the same roof.

THOSE WHO RAN AWAY FROM HOME.
The prodigal son can represent thousands of
unfortunate and unhappy people who think it is better
someplace else than home because it is impossible to
live with the other one. The fugitives, the escapees,
the runaway kids are the victims of broken homes
where friction, fight, and feud are out of control.
Our modern and free society has to cope with the
big problem of the many homeless not realizing that
when we cut off every tie we bind ourselves even
more. Who is to be blamed? Who should and could
help? What is the solution?

THOSE WHO HAVE NO HOME. Have you
ever been an alien, or a refugee, or a foreigner, or
a victim of a disaster? Have you ever experienced
what it means to be an orphan or a social outcast,
or a prisoner of war? Have you ever witnessed the
destruction of war when a bomb transformed the
family house into a pile of rubbles? Or, what goes
through the mind of those who lost their homes
because they could not pay the mortgage? Or, how
do those children feel who were taken over by the
relatives because the father and mother went on their
separate ways or had harmful addiction? Is not it one
of the greatest tragedies to be without a mother and a
sweet home?

THOSE WHO ARE AWAY FROM HOME.
No doubt there are some who are adventurous and
like to travel visiting various places, or who like to
spend the winter where it is warm and the summer
where it is cool, these do not miss their home so
much, however, ask a soldier even when there is
peace what does he/she want the most? The answer
will be; go home! Whenever you are not home you
are either a stranger, or an outsider, or a guest and
nobody likes to be any of them for a longer period.
Only at home you can act as you feel like to and do
not have to pretend how nice you are.

HOME. What a great moment it was in the prodigal
son's life when he had made up his mind; I will go
home! He experienced almost all of the cases; once
he was home, then he departed, then he was stranger
in a foreign land, and finally he decided; I will return.
What a happy feeling it was to be in the arms of a
forgiving father!

What makes a home a “love nest”? The

kindness of the people toward each other who live in
it. Usually the mother is the number one who starts and
practices it. It has happened so many times; after the
mother was buried too the children never came home
anymore. We are happy to go home when somebody
says: welcome home.

While we enjoy all of the goodness, comfort
and safety of the home kept up by the parents,
spiritually we are “on the way home”. Please read John
14:1 3, Hebrews 11:13 and 13:14. Only there will be
a house transformed into a home, a home into haven,
and a haven into heaven, where the members of the
family return with this prayer in their hearts: “Lord,
enter Thou my home with me, until I enter Thine with
Thee.”

Rev. Alexander Jalso

OBITUARY
The Rev. Sandor Farkas
March 20, 1931 - January 28, 2021

The  Rew. Sandor

J. Farkas, 89, of Sonoma,

died January 28, 2021, from

complications of surgery. He

~ loved his retirement in Sonoma,

where he found great joy in the

~ beauty of nature and making
¥ new friends.

Born  in  Hungary,

Sandor began his ministerial

studies in 1953 at the Reformed Theological

Academy in Budapest. His studies were interrupted

by the Hungarian Uprising in October 1956, and

recommenced at the Evangelical Faculty of the

University of Vienna, where he earned his Bachelor of

Divinity Degree in 1959.

He met his wife Brooke at a World Council of
Churches work camp in 1957. They married in Vienna
in 1959, and moved to the United States where he
studied at Chicago Theological Seminary as a World
Church Fellow. He earned his Master of Theology
Degree at Princeton Theological Seminar in 1964.

During his ministry, he served the Hungarian
Reformed Church in Leechburg, PA and the
Hungarian Presbyterian Church in Wharton, NJ before
spending almost 30 years as minister of the Hungarian
Presbyterian Church in Youngstown, OH. In addition
to his ministry in Youngtown, he served for 22 years
as Director of the Refugee Resettlement Home, which
helped more than 600 refugees from several countries.

Continued on Page 8
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He also was part of a Hungarian language radio
ministry.

Upon his retirement, he was named Pastor
Emeritus. He then served briefly as Assistant Interim
Pastor at Poland Presbyterian Church in Poland, OH.
For many years, he served on the Board of Directors
and preached during the season at St. John's-on-the-
Lake Chapel on Bear Island, Lake Winnipesaukee,
NH, where the family had a summer home. He was
an avid hunter of chanterelle mushrooms, which he
enjoyed sharing with family and friends. He loved to
tell jokes and recount stories from his life.

He enjoyed attending the opera in San
Francisco and volunteered with the Sonoma County
Chapter of the San Francisco Opera Guild, as well
as Medshare, a humanitarian aid organization. He
enjoyed gardening and traveling, and attending St.
Andrew Presbyterian Church.

He is survived by Brooke Bryan Farkas, his
devoted wife of 62 years, and three children: Carroll
Connacher (Nat) of Stamford, CT; Jocelyn Alexander
of Palo Alto, CA; and Thomas Farkas (Sheila) of
Gardiner, ME; and seven grandchildren. He was
greatly loved and will be sorely missed by all.

A Special Ministry

in Fiiletelke, Transylvania

I am Eniko
Roézsa surrogate mother
of 24 poor children. I
am able to do this with
the help of pastors and
congregations from
the  United  States.
During this time under
pandemics rules, [ am not
able to visit the children
personally. Every Thursday night I sit at the telephone
and call a family. I read a folktale to the kids in that
family. I talk to them, I laugh and cry with them. I
call every week a different family. We are missing the
personal connections. They do not have internet, so
I send them coloring books, school books, they are
getting homeworks, and send it back and forth after I
corrected them.

The pandemic changing life in many cases
might make it slower and easier. From the donation
we were able to buy a horse wagon, a coach strap and
with the help of Prof. Bodoli a horse. In this way we
are able to carry the staples to the border of the village

and from the coach distribute the help. This year there
will be a vegetable garden prepared for have fresh
vegetables to every family.

The food is taken on the hsewagon to the
needy families and children

" i
.
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Eniké and her helper kindly prepare the bags with
food, during the time of the pandemic, for the
children and the families

I need not only monetary help, but your
prayers, too. Last year I was diagnosed with
pneumonia. It took four months to get healthy again,
during those time Dr. Kovacs delivered the donations
to the children. I am grateful for the help what we
were receiving from the faithful Hungarians in the
United States, and all of you are in my prayers.

With love in Christ,
Eniko Rozsa, Transylvania

Please support the important ministry of Eniko
Rozsa who provides meals for 24 small children in
Fiiletelke, Transylvania. Please mail your check to
Rev. Viktor Toth, treasurer and write in the memo
section of your check: Eniké Rézsa. Thank you.
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Rev. Gabor G. Nitsch, General Secretary
135 Kalassay Drive,
Ligonier, PA 1568
Tel: 1-724-331-6575
Email: gnitsch@bethlen.com

Rt. Rev. Dr. CsabaKrasznai Rt. Rev. Stefan Torok Mr. James Ballas Rev. Viktor Toth

Bishop Aucxiliary Bishop Synod Presbyter Synod Treasurer
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CALL TO MEETING

THE EIGHTIETH MEETING
of the
CALVIN SYNOD CONFERENCE
of the
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
will be held from Tuesday, AUGUST 31* through Thursday, SEPTEMBER 2", 2021
at the FIRST HUNGARIAN REFORMED CHURCH
14530 ALEXANDER ROAD, WALTON HILLS, OHIO

The Meeting will open with a
Service of Worship and Holy Communion
on August 31* at 10:00 a.m.
at the Sanctuary of the
First Hungarian Reformed Church in Walton Hills

Subsequent sessions will be held at the Bethlen Hall of the
First Hungarian Reformed Church in Walton Hills.
The attendance of every elected pastor serving a Calvin Synod congregation
is expected, unless excused.
Each member congregation is expected to send an official Lay Delegate,
and may also send an Alternate Delegate.
The attendance of every Ordained Minister with Standing in Calvin Synod is also expected.

Your fellow servant in Christ,

Rev. Gabor G. Nitsch
General Secretary
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Congregational Sharings

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

OOOOOR
OO

O
&>

The congregational meeting of the Hungarian
Reformed Church of Passaic, New Jersey took place
on February 28", 2021.

Istvan Vasarhelyi Licensed Lay Minister and
Supply Pastor leads the Congregational Meeting

We closed the year of 2020, in which our
church was 125 years old. With God’s help, we are
looking forward to celebrate the event in 2021. Due
to Covid-19 the church was closed since March 16",
2020 and we were anxious to reopen for Father’s Day
on June 21", 2020. During the shutdown the sermons
every Sunday on both languages were delivered
electronically. During the Palm Sunday message, we
invited everyone to prepare bread and wine for Easter
Sunday, so we were able to take communion for Easter
at home, while watching and listening to our sermons
at 9:30 a.m. in English and 11:00 a.m. in Hungarian.

Members of the Hungarian Reformed Church of
Passaic, NJ

We continued to nourish our spirit with

the Word of God and we kept in touch with each

other on the phone as well. Most members started

coming back to our church services but some of them
with health issues continued to support the church
with their donations, but still staying at home. We
are praying to God to protect all of us and help us to
get through this with His help. Together the members
of our church and friends we felt the healing hand of
God, His love and help amongst us last year.

Our church is very fortunate to have dedicated
people who come to church every Sunday to listen to
God’s Word. As some say the sermons and prayers
are uplifting and encouraging, preparing us for the
coming week.

I pray to God to strengthen the faith in more
people to have a desire to find Him and serve Him.

May God bless us all! For closing I will quote
Psalm 105:1 ,,Praise the Lord and pray in His name.”

With Christian Love,
Istvan Vasarhelyi
Licensed Lay Minister

Cleveland Praise Service

On Sunday, March 21* the First Hungarian
Reformed Church in Walton Hills hosted again
the Cleveland Prasie Night organized by the three
Cleveland churches: The Hungarian Bethany Baptist
Church, the West Side Hungarian Reformed Church,
and the First Hungarian Reformed Church.
Thanks be to God for the blessed event!

=

(front) Agoston-Ferenc Solczi praise team member,
(back) Rev. Lorand Csiki-Mdkszem Assistant Pastor
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Egy kiilonleges nap, Piinkosd

, Amikor pedig eljott a piinkésd napja, és
mindnydjan egyiitt voltak ugyanazon a helyen,
hirtelen hatalmas szélrohamhoz hasonlo zugds
tamadt az égbol, amely betoltotte az egész
hazat, ahol iiltek. Majd valamilyen langnyelvek
jelentek meg elottiik, amelyek szétoszlottak, és
leszalltak mindegyikiikre. Mindnyadjan megteltek
Szentlélekkel” (Apostolok Cselekedetei 2:1-4)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gytilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

: A piinkdsd a bibliai

idékben eredetileg a zsido
nép aratdsi hélaadd {innepe
volt. Azon a vidéken, az ottani
éghajlat mellett 6tven nappal
Pészah —Péaszkaiinnep— utan
mar beérett a termés, lehetett
aratni. A piinkosd neve a
gorog nevinkootn (pentékoszté) ,,6tvenedik™ szobol
szarmazik. Mint mindeniitt a vilagon, az aratis a
zsiddsagnal is linnepi esemény volt.

Lukéacs —az Apostolok Cselekedetirdl szolo
konyv szerzdje— konkrétan ir piinkdsd tlinnepérdl,
amikor az egyik legfontosabb esemény kovetkezett
be Isten népének az ¢letében. Az az esemény
Jeruzsalemben tortént pontosan Otven nappal Jézus
Krisztus feltimadasa utan. Mivel pilinkosd nagy
oromiinnep volt a zsidosag korében, ezért a fovaros
tele volt a szétszortsagban €16 zarandokokkal, akik az
akkori vilag minden t4jardl érkeztek.

Mig az egész varos megtelt nylizsgd
emberekkel —az linnepre vald késziilédés kozben—,
addig a tanitvanyok titokban egy épiilet termében
rejtézkodtek el a zsido vallasi vezetdktdl valo félelem
miatt. Azt gondoltdk, hogy ha meglatjadk Oket az
utcan, akkor Oket is elfogjak és kivégzik, csakugy,
mint Mesteriiket, Jézust.

Egy nap azonban kiilonds dolog tortént.
Pontosan piinkdsd napjan, amikor a tanitvanyok
,mindnydjan egyiitt voltak ugyanazon a helyen,
hirtelen hatalmas szélrohamhoz hasonlo zugas
tamadt az égbol, amely betdltotte az egész hazat, ahol
tiltek.” (ApCsel.2:1-2) A Lélek ugy jott el, mint egy
nagy szélvihar. Gorogil a ,.1élek” és a ,,sz¢El” szavak
ugyanazzal a jelentéssel birnak. A Szentlélek pontosan
ez a sajatossaga volt tapasztalhatd piinkdsd napjan,
amikor kitoltetett a tanitvanyokra. Emellett a Lélek
jelenléte erdvel, hatalommal, élettel és szabadsaggal
is parosult. Jézus elkiildte a Szentlelket, akit megigért
kovetdinek. Miutan tehat Istennek Lelke eljott, mint
egy sz€lvihar és utdna, mint langnyelv, a tanitvanyok
,,mindnydjan megteltek Szentlélekkel, és kiilonféle
nyelveken kezdtek beszélni, ugy, ahogyan a Lélek adta
nekik, hogy szoljanak.” (ApCsel.2:4) Természetesen
nem ez volt az elsé alkalom, amikor Isten Lelkének
munkadja lathato és tapasztalhat6 volt ebben a teremtett
vilagban, de ez az esemény minden szempontbol
kiilonleges és egyediilallo volt.

Miért volt fontos, hogy a Szentlélek kitdltetett
plinkosd napjan? Kordbban sz6 volt arrdl, hogy sok
zarandok érkezett az linnepre Jeruzsalembe, akik a
szétszortsagban, a fold minden nemzete kozott éltek.
Amikor ez a furcsa zugés és robaj tamadt, akkor az
emberek Osszefutottak arra a helyre, ahol ezt hallottak.
A tanitvanyok batran kijottek abbol a terembdl, ahova
felelmiikben elrejtézkodtek, és buzgd hittel elkezdték
hirdetni Jézus Krisztus Oromiizenetét. Csodélatos
modon kiilonbozo nyelveken szoltak, igy mindenki a
maga nyelvén hallotta 6ket beszélni.

A félelemnek egy szikraja sem volt mar tobbé
a tanitvanyokban. A Lélek a tanitvanyok eldtt ment,
¢s ami addig akadaly volt —a nyelvi és a kulturalis
korlatok—, azokat a Szentlélek ledontdtte azért, hogy
szoljon az evangélium és azt mindenki meghallja és
meg is értse. A tanitvanyok Isten kegyelmét hirdették,
ami Jézus Krisztusban teljesedett be.

Az iizenet tehat Krisztusrol, az O szolgalatarél

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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Folytatas a 11. oldalrol
szolt, és arr6l, hogy meghalt értiink a golgotai
keresztfan, de harmadnap dicsdségesen feltamadt (22-
24 és 36 versek). Ez volt és ma is ez a kériigma, vagyis
maga az iizenet, az igehirdetés. Az iizenet pedig nagyon
egyszeri volt, de mégis oriasi jelentéstartalommal birt.

Akik pedig hallgattdk az iizenetet, azok
hittek a beszédének, megkeresztelkedtek, és azon
a napon mintegy hdromezer lélek csatlakozott a
tanitvanyokhoz (ApCsel.2:41). Ez volt a Keresztyén
Egyhaz sziiletésnapja!

Azok, akik megtértek a blineikbdl és elfogadtak
Jézus Krisztust Uruknak és Megvaltojuknak ,, kitartoan
részt vettek az apostoli tanitasban, a kézosségben, a
kenyér megtorésében és az imadkozasban. Félelem
tamadt minden lélekben, és az apostolok altal sok
csoda és jel tortént. Mindazok pedig, akik hittek,
egyiitt voltak, és mindeniik kozos volt. Vagyonukat és
Javaikat eladtak, szétosztottak mindenkinek: ahogyan
éppen sziikség volt ra. Naprol napra dllhatatosan,
egy szivvel, egy lélekkel voltak a templomban, és
amikor hazanként megtorték a kenyeret, orommel
és tiszta szivvel részesiiltek az etelben; dicsérték az
Istent, és kedvelte oket az egész nép. Az Ur pedig
naprol napra novelte a gyiilekezetet az iidvoziilokkel.
(ApCsel.2:42-47) Ez akkor 2000 évvel ezeldtt egy
Oriasi megujulas volt, amire Izrael mar régota vart.
Isten beteljesitette a népének adott igéretét.

Erre vagyunk, erre dhitozunk oly sokan mi is,
hogy a Szentlélek csodés ereje €s munkdja altal emberi
¢letek valtozzanak meg, gyiilekezetek ébredjenek fel.
Ma is sok hivd vagyik arra, hogy megtapasztalja az
¢bredés kegyelmi ajandékat.

Mi ez a megujulas? Miért sziikséges? —
kérdezheted. A Lélek megujitdé munkajat egy nagy
sz¢lviharhoz tudnam hasonlitani, amely hirtelen
felkavar mindent. A szemetet, a rosszat elfijja ¢€s
utdna rendben ¢és kitisztitva hagy mindent. A Léleknek
ezt a megtisztitd munkajat sokan nem engedik az
¢letiikben. Félnek a valtozasoktol, a mastol. Inkabb
annal maradnak, ami mar ugyis megszokott, jol
bevalt, és semmi ujat vagy valtozast nem akarnak
a lelki ¢letiikben. Ugy gondoljak, hogy az valami
kavarodassal, felfordulassal jarna, ha megtorténik.
Azonban, ha nem engedjiik, hogy Isten valtozast
hozzon az életiinkben, akkor magat a Szentlelket nem
engedjiik, hogy munkalkodjon az benniink és rajtunk
keresztiil.

A Szentlélek tovabba olyan, mint egy folyo,
amely kidrad. Vannak, akik a Lélek folyamaval egyiitt
haladnak, de vannak, akik csak a folyam partjan
sétalnak vagy az arral szemben Usznak. Fontos, hogy
egylitt haladjunk a Szentlélekkel. Enged;jiik, hogy

O vezesse lelki életiinket, hogy mi magunk is részt
vegylink ébresztd és megljitdé munkajaban.

Az Ur Jézus arra batorit minket ezen a
plinkdsdi tinnepen, hogy fogadjunk el Tdle tobbet, és
engedjiik, hogy a Szentlélek munkalkodjon benniink
¢s kozottiink. A Lélek munkdja az, hogy nyitott utat
adjon, ami megujulast, ébredést hoz a személyes
¢letiinkbe €s a gyiilekezeteink €letébe is. Adja meg az
Ur Jeézus azt a kegyelmet, hogy egyikiink se legyen
akadalya a Szentlélek munkajanak. Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Bizonyara emlékeznek Kedves Olvasoink az
1. rész nagy tanulsagara: 4 gydzelmet a harc elott
kovacsoljak, és a Jeriko feletti gy6zelem nagy titka az
volt, hogy Isten embere, J6zsué —és Isten népe, Izrael—
milyen kapcsolatban van Uraval. Mivel a hadvezér és
a nép megszentelték magukat, ezért a Seregek Ura
odaallhatott gyermekei mellé, harcolhatott veliik. Es
ilyenkor mar nem lehet kétséges a gyézelem — hiszen
veliik van a Mindenhat6 Ur!

Lépjiink most egy picit tovabb, és vizsgaljuk
meg a nagy ostrom menetét. Van itt is néhany tanulsag
a kiizdd ¢és gybézni vagyo Krisztus-katonaknak.
Eldszor azt kell megnézniink, hogy mit is jelentett ez
a sok hangtalan koriiljaras. Marmint az, hogy a papok
kiirtdltek, de a nép nem kialthatott sokdig. Mindenki
tudja, hogy amikor rohamra indul egy sereg —legyenek
azok indianok, vagy a modern kor katonai — akkor az
egyik legfontosabb harci eszkoz a katona kialtasa.
Ezzel megrémiti az ellenséget, és batoritja 6nmagat
meg a tarsait is. Gondoljunk bele: itt van egy hatalmas
koéfal, nem tudjuk, hogy miként romboljuk le — és
akkor Isten még a harci kialtas ,.elemi és Osi jogat”
is elveszi tOliink. Es a Seregek Ura megint bolcsen
tanit: van olyan eset, amikor a csendes kortiljarasra
van sziikség. Anyukak imadkoznak gyermekeikert,
feleségek férjeikért... végtelen hosszii a sor. Es
vilagosan érzed a lelkedben, hogy most nem szabad
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,Kialtani”, nem szabad tjra meg Ujra ,,szentbeszédet”
tartani... Itt most csak egyet lehet tenni: csendes
alazattal korbejarnl Meglatja am ,,Jeriko” is ezt...
Es elkezdi végezni ez a csendes, engedelmes é16
koriiljaras a maga falront6 munkajat. Ezért kérlek
benneteket, hogy soha, de soha ne tiirelmetlenkedjetek,
ne adjatok fel —mert a ti munkatok— nem hiabavalo az
Urban.

Aprop6, koriiljaras... Hat igen, 0Osszesen
tizenharomszor megkeriilni egy varost — ehhez
szorgalom, tiirelem és hit kell. Hat... én bizony az ¢
helyiikben a kdzepe tdjan —a tizedik koriiljarasnal—
mar oda-odakukkantottam volna a falra, hogy ,,na,
repedezik mar?” Esne csalodjunk akkor sem, ha ,,méar
ennyi ideje imadkozunk valakiért”, és mégis kemény
a sziv, nem omlik a fal... De miért is tenné? Hiszen
Isten nem ezt igérte, hanem azt, hogy a “végén”
majd gyozni fogunk. Kérlek, kérlek benneteket — €s
magamat is — arra, hogy soha ne adjuk fel a koriiljaro,
hittel teljes imadkozasunkat!

Aztan  végre-végre, a  tizenharmadik
koriiljaras utan azt mondja Jozsué — Isten parancsara:
. Most kidltsatok, mert néktek adta az Ur a vdrost!”
Megtorténik az elképzelhetetlen: kéz érintése nélkiil
leszakad a fal. Mert van, amit neked meg nekem
kell megtenniink, beleértve a végsd, nagy kialtast és
kiirtfajast is. De a falrontés ,,emberfeletti” munkajat
valaki ,,ember-feletti” tudja csak elvégezni — az,
akinek Mindenhato Ur Isten a neve. Nem tudom
senkinek megmondani — még magamnak sem — azt,
hogy hanyszor kell koriiljarnunk egy kdkemény falat,
egy kékemény emberi szivet. Azt viszont tudom,
hogy megigérte Isten, hogy ,,aki kér az kap, aki keres
az taldl, és a zorgetdnek megnyitjak az ajtot.” Akkor,
amikor O agy latja majd!

Végil egy harmadik tanulsag: ,,leomlott a
fal... és felment a nép, ki-ki az elotte levo helyen.”
Mert van egyszer a nagy, kozos “harci feladat”, a
varos teljes elfoglalasa, és vannak személyre szabott
feladatok, amit ki-ki maga kell majd, hogy elvégezzen.
,Isten azt akarja, hogy minden ember iidvoziiljon”.
Urunk azt is akarja, hogy Cleveland minden lakdja
megismerje a megvaltas titkat. De a vilagmegvaltas —
¢s Cleveland-megvaltas— Jézus Krisztus feladata volt,
ugyan ﬁgy, mint Jeriko elfoglalasa. De neked meg
nekem is meg van a személyre sz616 feladatunk, az a
,falrész”, amit elénk adott az Ur. Unnepek jonnek, és a
legkeményebb ember is el-elnéz a templom felé. Kérd
Uradat, hogy mutassa meg NEKED ¢és nekem azt az
EGY embert vagy csaladot, akiknek segiteniink kell.
Hogy leomoljon szivének kemény fala, az Udvézitd
elott.

Nt. dr. Laszlo Imre

Osszekulcsolt Kezek

O volt az, aki adta néked az életet,

O volt az, aki ringatta bolcsddet,

O volt az, aki altatot dalolt, mig el nem aludtal,
Azért imadkozott, hogy szépet dlmodjal.

Mindig segiteni akart O te neked,

Hogy boldog ¢és vidam legyen az életed,
Hogyha bajbad voltal, mindig melletted allt,
Ezért nagyon szeresd a draga jo anyad.

Mikor beteg voltal, s 14z iilt az arcodon,
Szivében olyankor nagy volt a fajdalom,
Osszekulcsolt kézzel az égre felnézett,
Még az ¢letét is odadta volna érted.

O volt, aki soha nem haragszott read,
Hogyha megbantanak, 6 mindig megbocsajt,
Ezért kell Ot oly nagyon szeretni,

Amig melletted van tisztelni, becsiilni.

Mikor mar O nem lesz, s érokre tavozik,
Talan még a mennyben is érted imadkozik,
Kérd azért az Istent, segitsen tenéked,

Hogy boldog legyen nélkiile is a te foldi léted.

Ft. Torok Istvan

Egy rendKkiviili szolgalat
Fiiletelkén, Erdélyben
Rézsa Enikd Vagyok
24 szegény sorsu gyerek
potanyukaja. 5 éve mult
annak, hogy a Nagyvizen
tul ¢lo testvérek,
lelkipasztorok a keziinket
fogjak. A pandémia ideje
alatt, bar nem lehettem
; kozvetlen a gyerekekkel,
lelekben mindig velik voltam. Hetente minden
csiitortok este felhivom telefonon (a telefont is az
Folytatas a 14. oldalon
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Folytatds a 13. oldalrol mennék. A gyerekmosoly, kacagas gyogyir a
adomanybol  vettiik) azt a csaladot, akiken lelkemnek, ettdl leszek egész.

keresztiil juttatom el a csaladonként, gyerekeknek
Osszecsomagolt gyogyszert, ¢lelmet, stb., beszélgetek
velik, egy mesét felolvasok, majd masik csiitortokon
masik csaladdnak adjak at a telefont. Igy minden
csiitortokon  valtakozva hallgatjdk a mesét ¢és
beszélgetek szerre minden gyerekkel.

Hianyoznak az egyiittlétek, tevékenységek.
A kisterembe, hely sziike miatt nem vihetem be a
gyerekeket. Mivel egyikiiknek sincs laptop, vagy
tablet gép, online nem tudok veliik foglalkozni.
Kifestot, szamtani gyakorlatokat elkiildik szdmukra.
Kijavitom, elmondom, hol hibaztak.

Az adomanybol
sikertilt szekeret,
hamot vasarolni,
és kiilon Elek
| professzor egy 16
megvasarldsaval
segitett. Ez a
2 csalad nagyon
| kozel all hozzam,
|| tisztességes emberek.
* Mindannyiunkat
atformalt ez a
jarvany, de Isten
L segitségével minden
akadalyt  lekiizdve
tettiik a dolgunkat. Az
Ur josaga, szeretete
végigkisérte és kiséri
minden  napjaimat.
Atsegitett a szornyi
betegségben, oktober

Rozsa Eniko és segitoje ételt
visznek a lovas szekéren a
sziikségben 1évd csalddoknak végén tiidogyulladast

és gyerekeknek kaptam, 4 hétig laba-
doztam. Nem hagyhattam cserben a gyerekeket, ez
1d6 alatt Dr. Kovécs juttatott el mindent. Lanyaimnak
koszonhetéen megismertem egy 3 gyerekes csikfalvi
csaladot, akik szegényes koriilmények kozott élnek,
3 macskaval, 3 kutydval, ahol jokedv, szeretet,
Osszetartas van. A gyerekek jeles tanulok. Az édesapa
dolgozik, édesanya otthon a 3 gyerekkel. Decembertdl
kétszer latogattunk meg Oket, hiszen ide nagyon
sziikséges a segitség.

Ejszakanként  sokszor —nem  alszom,
gondolkodom. Gondolkodom egy szebb, jobb
jovordl, gyerekekrdl, amint korbevesznek. Mult
héten mindenféle z6ldségmagot, iiltetnivalo hagymat,
burgonyat is vasaroltam, amit a fiiletelki csalad egy
takaros kertecske megmiiveléséhez kért. Imadkozunk,
mert az imanak hatalmas ereje van. Minden nap

Az ¢lelem, didaktikai anyagok mellett,
tisztalkodasi eszkozoket is juttatok el. Vitaminokat,
amit meg kell vésarolni. Dr. Kovacs onfelaldozo
segitségem. Antibiotikumot az ¢ jovahagyasaval
viszek, amit kiir ingyenesen a gyerekek részére. Cipot,
kabatot, téli ruhat nem tudtam biztositani, hiszen
sporolunk kellett. Tobb gylimolcsre, élelemre volt €s
van sziikség. Haladsan koszondm mindannyiuknak,
hogy mellettem 4allnak, imadkoznak, segitenek
benniinket! Isten Aldja mindannyiukat!

Testveri szeretettel:
Rozsa Eniko, Evdély

Eniko szereté gondoskodasa a gyerekekrol
a jarvany kitorése elott is

Clevelandi Dicsoito Est

Nagyon halasak vagyunk, mert tobb mint egy
éves halogatas utan Gjra indult a Clevelandi Dics6itd
Est, remélhetdleg havi rendszerességgel. A jol ismert
vilagjarvany okozta oOvintézkedések és a vele jaro
félelmek miatt, bolcs dontésnek tartottuk a nagyobb
méretll dsszejovetelek sziineteltetését. Most viszont
ugy lattuk, hogy elérkezett egy ujabb dicsditd est
megtartasanak az ideje, ami madrcius 21-én keriilt
sorra. A legmegfelelobb helyszint a Kelet oldali
Reformatus templom biztosithatta, amely eléggé tagas
ahhoz, hogy a résztvevOk tobbnyire biztonsagban
¢rezhessék magukat. A szervezo lelkészek tobbszor is
egyeztettliink és imadkoztunk, hogy Isten Szent Lelke
munkalkodjon, melegitse fel a sziveket és fogadja
dicséretiinket.

Azért is nagyon halasak vagyunk, mert egyre
nagyobb ¢és szinvonalasabb a dics6itd csoport. Egyre
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tobb zenész ¢és énekes kapcsolodik be, illetve
nagy hozzaértéssel biztositjadk és oldjak meg a
technikai feltételeket. Amikor az eldkésziiletekre
visszatekintiink azt latjuk, hogy sok faradozassal
jar, de amikor ott vagyunk ¢és elmélyiiliink a dicsditd
énekek iizenetébe, akkor csak annyit tudunk mondani,
hogy ezt mind megéri. Azért imaddkozunk, hogy egyre
jobban felfedezziik az Isten magasztalasdban rejld
oromet és erdt. Kivanjuk, hogy Isten Lelke kiaradjon
kozottliink, elevenitsen meg benniinket, késztessen
dontésre, teljes elkotelezddésre Krisztus kdvetésében.

A dicsoito csoport tagjai: Boda Erzsébet, Fiilop
Johanna, dr. Laszlo Péter dicsoités vezeto és
dr. LaszIlo Daniel (balrol-jobbra)

Mar folynak a kovetkezd dicsditd est
elokésziiletei, mely aprilis 18-4n lesz megtartva.
Remélhetéleg még tobben eljonnek, akar csak
kivancsisagbdl is, sziviiket kitdrva a menny és fold
Kiralya el6tt, aki mélté minden hodolatra és dicséretre.
Mindenért Istené a dicsOség!

Dedk Zsolt, lelkipasztor

Horvath Julia -a Nyugat-oldali Magyar Reformdtus
Egyhaz tagjanak- bizonysagtétele a dicsoito esten

A négy clevelandi magyar gyiilekezetbol résztvevok
egyiitt dicsoitik az Urat

Dedk Zsolt a Magyar Bethanza Baptzsta Gyulekezet
lelkipasztora készontése és zaro szavai

KOO
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3 Gyiilekezeti b 10k

$ yll ekezeti beszamolo

ORI OIIKOOKOI OISO OISO OO OO

Keresztyén — Testvéreim az Ur Jézus
Krisztusban!
A New Jersey-beli Passaic-i Magyar

Reformatus Egyhaz kozgytilése 2021. februar 28-an
volt megtartva. Lezartuk a 2020-as évet, mely évben
egyhazunk 125 éves lett. Az iinneplés 2021-ben lesz
megtartva, Isten segitségével.

A virus miatt templomunk 2020. marcius 16-
tol junius 21-ig zarva volt, igy a nyitast kovetden
Apak napjat mar megtudtuk tinnepelni. A bezaras alatt
az istentiszteleteket elektronikus Uton tovabbitottuk
minden vasarnap az egyhaztagok részére, angolul is

Folytatads a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrél

¢s magyarul is. Huasvét vasarnap mindenki otthon
vett Urvacsorat az istentiszteletek keretében, délelstt
9:30-kor angol nyelven, majd 11:00-kor magyar
nyelven. Nem feledkeztiink meg Isten igéjével taplalni
lelkiinket, ha templomba nem is tudtunk menni, illetve
telefonon is tartottuk a kapcsolatot egymassal. Néhany
egyhaztagunk — egészségiigyi helyzetére tekintettel —
még nem jar templomba, de adomanyaikkal tovabbra
is rendiiletlentil segitik egyhazunkat.

A presbitérium tagjainak eskiitétele.

Von Balinth Imre, presbiter; Pady Eva, pénztdros;
Elizabeth Chase, ellendr; Séra Ferenc, fogondnok
(balrdl-jobbra)

Imédkozom, hogy akik most nem jarnak
templomba, Isten azokat is szolitsa meg, JOJJenek
dicsditeni Istent, amig van lehetoseguk megismerni
Ot foldi életiikben, mieldtt még késd lenne. Isten
mindenkinek adott egyéni tehetséget a szolgalatra.
Eljiink ezzel a lehetdséggel, ami gazdagitja életiinket.

Szokasos aktivitdsunk keretében konzerv
ételeket gyljtink a  szegényeknek Halaadas
iinnepére, amit tavaly is megtettiink, tamogatva
helybeli kozosségilinket. Koszonjilk mindenkinek a
hozzéjarulast, Isten aldjon mindenkit!

Vasarhelyi Istvan az éves Egyhazi kozgytilést vezeti

Koszonet még egyszer mindenkinek a
tamogatasért, Isten adjon erdt, hogy tovabbra is
folytathassuk munkénkat az egyhdzban. Végezetiil a
105. Zsoltar 1. versével zarom jelentésemet, amelyik
ugy az elmult év zarasara, mint az Ujév kezdetére
Utbaigazitas: ,Magasztaljatok az Urat, hivjatok
segitségiil az O nevét, hirdessétek a népek kozott az
O cselekedetét.”

Keresztyéni szeretettel:
Vasarhelyi Istvan
beszolgalo lelkész

A Passaici Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz tagjai

Méra Ferenc: Anyanak

Almomban az éjszaka
aranykertben jartam.
Aranykertben aranyfan
aranyrigot lattam.
Aranyrigo énekeét
a szivembe zartam.
Ahany levél lengedez
szeél ringatta agon,
ahany harmatcsepp ragyog
flszalon, viragon
Edesanyam fejedre
anny| aldas szaIIJon
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Stefan Istvan Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center
and Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csitha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j- Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rozsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

c. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA
Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.

Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Keérjiik, hogy adomadnyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treasurer
3763 N. Hollingsworth Road, Altadena, CA 91001
Tel: 714-333-5300

Gergely

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-221-5334

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Torok Istvan, Piispokhelyettes
94 N. James Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-2919
Tel: 732-634-1751

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum
¢s Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 0j templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak rd Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” arvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

b. Csap: “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tdmogatasara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
c. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek és
evangélizacios kozpont {6 épililete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkasai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédidja. Elore
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyo: A Reformatus Egyhazkézség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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in so many ways. One thing it hasn't
p changed is our commitment to serving

our members, our Hungarian heritage
and the greater community.
It's a promise our founders made
in 1886, and it's one we
v intend to keep, for
S Years to come.

.

/ The pandemic has changed our lives

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
(412) 231-2979 ¢ www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife




