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Jesus is the Light of the World.
He is also Your Light!

(g3

or to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”
(Isaiah 9:6).

Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life” (John 8:12).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

] Glory to God in the
highest who brought light for
us in His Son Jesus Christ! The
words of Prophet Isaiah have
been fulfilled about Christ, “The
people walking in darkness have
seen a great light; on those living
in the land of deep darkness a
(9:2).

Jesus came into this sin darkened world. “The
peoplewalking indarkness ... ”, says the prophet Isaiah.
I think that I do not have to tell you what darkness in
this world is. Unfortunately, we may experience many
times that this world is the valley of the shadow of sin
and death. This is what we experience day by day.

In spite of this fact, it is interesting to see that
even the non-Christians call Christmas “the feast of
love”. However, we hear about wars and crimes, even
at Christmas. Or if we think of ourselves we may
experience and have arguments and tension during
this “feast of love”. Or those who live alone they suffer
from loneliness during Christmas. It is so sad that the
suicide rates are the highest during the holidays.

This is reality. Our human life is so fragile,
wounded, and many times we experience its dark side.
Is there anything that outshines this darkness? Is there
anything that can bring light into our days and can
scatter the clouds of darkness around us?

The only answer to these questions is this:
Jesus is the Light of the World! He is the only One
who scatters and outshines darkness. He is the only
One who alleviates suffering, and His glory begins
to shine. He came to us in order to bring His Light,
the Light of Life! Those who accept this Light the
power of darkness will be defeated in their lives, the
reality of sin and death will lose its power. Without
Christ humans are unprotected in the midst of this sin
darkened world. However, in Him we have the eternal
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source of love and life.

Jesus is the only One who can save us from
the bondage, power, and control of darkness and sin,
if we believe in Him. In Him and through Him God’s
eternal and gentle love shines upon us. He is the only
way to the Father. He is the ultimate Word of God.
He conquered sin and death by His everlasting love.
“On those living in the land of deep darkness a light
has dawned”, writes prophet Isaiah. In Christ we have
the God of Life, the source of Light with us! And He
will never leave us alone! Jesus says, “I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
This is the miracle and secret of Christmas. Jesus is
the Light of your life and my life!

If someone sees only a little baby in the manger
or an executed man on the cross then he or she may
have doubts in his or her heart or even ask the question
with disbelief or irony, “How could he save us?”

Only through the eyes of faith we can see this
Light. His story is not a woeful story, but you and I
need to understand, to believe and accept that it was
the fulfillment of the heavenly Father’s marvelous
and mysterious plan. This marvelous and mysterious
plan was foretold by prophet Isaiah hundreds of years
before the Messiah’s birth: “For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”

(9:6).

In the same person, whom Isaiah was talking
about, Jesus Christ came to you and me as the Light
of Christmas. This Light is invincible, but can be
rejected... Yes, we can keep ourselves away from the
Light, we can eliminate Him from our lives, we can
turn our back on Him, and decide to remain in the
bond of darkness. However, do not let it happen! Let
your loving and merciful heavenly Father to illumine
the invincible and victorious Light of Christmas in
your life. Let Him to bring the Light of Life into your
heart, and let us carry this unquenchable Light into our
everyday lives.

The ancient Greeks had held relay races where
athletes passed a torch lit with fire to one another until
the winner reached the finish line. The runner that won
the race was not the one who crossed the line first and
in the shortest time, but the man who crossed it in the
least time with his torch still burning.

We are so busy with life’s activities, with our
own life’s agendas, that in the meantime we are in
danger of allowing the torch of our spiritual life to
become extinguished. Therefore Christ calls you and
me for self-examination of our hearts and minds in this

Christmas season. Jesus calls you to follow Him. It
involves a change, actually a transformation, a turn
around. It starts with a conscious decision that you
want to accept Jesus, and you commit yourself to
Christ to follow Him every day. When Jesus enters
into your life, a change takes place, and when it
happens the world around you begins to change, too.

Back in Hungary I had a bike with a device
called dynamo. A dynamo converts mechanical energy
into electrical energy. It is basically a generator that
creates electricity to light a light bulb. When you ride
on a bicycle, you need to connect the dynamo to your
bicycle tire. As you pedal, the tire turns the rotor of the
dynamo which produces a beam of light. If you stop
pedaling your bicycle, the light goes out. However, if
you pedal faster, the light becomes brighter and the
darkness in front of you would be way less and the
road front of you becomes brighter.

We all received the spiritual light from and
through Christ that shows us the path in our daily
“spiritual bicycle ride”, however, we need to do our
part to keep the light of Christ bright in our lives
through praying, studying the Scriptures, fasting,
serving, sharing Jesus, and obeying the will of God.

This Christmas I would like to encourage
you to renew and commit yourself to this “spiritual
bicycle ride”, basically in our daily walk with Christ,
and to fix our eyes again upon the Savior who was
born into this world to bring deliverance. He came to
open our eyes again and see Him as Savior, Lord, and
the source of light. He also came to call us to action
through His Word and Spirit and to be His followers.
As we carry the Light of Christ let us also illumine the
lives of others. Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai
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The Gift of a Special Child

Scripture reading: Luke 2:1-14.
Text: “This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:12.

In our daily life we are not only accustomed
to the “NEW” but even expect and welcome it.
Think of the new design, new model, new system,
new management, and scientific breakthrough. The
new is supposedly better than the previous ones have
been. What can be drastically “NEW” in celebrating
Christmas, the birth of our Savior? Theologically not
much, but we can have a new approach, that is, each
year we can see the miracle of incarnation —the word
(logos) became flesh— from a different viewpoint. This
year one word should be our clue: baby. Let us keep
in mind what the angel had told the shepherds: “This
will be a sign to you: You will find a BABY wrapped
in cloths and lying in a manger.” Please see our text.
If you became parents or grandparents this year then
you know what a difference the newly arrived bundle
of love has created. Can Christ’s birth become such an
exciting and life-transforming experience for us?

ARE WE ABLE TO START WITH THE
CHILD?

Especially for the fathers a newborn baby is
tender and weak. When the mother feeds the baby,
gives him/her a bath, or plays with the little angel she
does it with the utmost care. Fathers often do not dare
to pick the baby up due to the fear that some harm
could be done.

Usually a beginning is small and fragile and
this is also true of a spiritual life. Those who just
received the Lord into their hearts suddenly see the
whole world differently; it is so beautiful, good, and
promising. However, an unfortunate experience may
destroy their fledgling faith. Think about Jesus and
how Herod had wanted to kill Him. Jesus’ parents had
to escape with Him to Egypt. See Matt. 2:13-23.

Are we able to start our Christian life with
just a “little and promising”? After we feel that we
have accomplished our task, finished our project, and
completed our work, are we willing to start again?
After a heartbreaking experience, when we simply
wish to say: “I quit,” can we begin to build up our faith
again? After a sad disappointment can we reestablish
our spiritual connection and commitment?

ARE WE ABLE TO GROW WITH THE
CHILD?

We do not know much about Jesus’ childhood
except from one instance, in Luke 2:41-52, when he
was 12 years old and went up with Mary and Joseph

to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. The episode
ends in this way: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and men.” Luke 12:52.

The Christian faith is a growing one. Why did
the disciples ask Christ: “Increase our faith”? Luke
17:5. Should not we also have the same request?

The Bible challenges us to grow, increase,
mature, and become stronger:

— “...we will in all things grow up into him
who is the Head, that is, Christ.” Ephesians 4:15,

—“...bearing fruit in every good work, growing
in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all
power...” Colossians 1:10-11,

— “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual
milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation...”
1 Peter 2:2. See also 2 Thessalonians 1:3.

CAN WE WALK WITH THE GROWNUP
CHILD?

Adults tend to be independent. Most of us feel
we have learned and experienced enough to go on our
own way; we need nobody’s help, advice or support.

Please do not judge yourself according to the
present situation which might be favorable but instead
think ahead! How will you feel 20, 30, or 40 years
from now? Are you sure and certain about the coming
New Year?

Often there are two choices: 1) live it up today
and forget tomorrow, or 2) carry the cross now in the
hope of a better future? It is true that Jesus’ life had
started with the jubilant glory of Christmas and ended
with the glorious victory of Easter but the road had to
lead through Good Friday! Whose interest it is that
your life will be blessed? Christ called His disciples
in this way: “Follow me”, from Matthew 4:19, but His
whole teaching can be summarized in this way, Come,
put your hand in my hand, and walk with me!

The Christmas gift, the good news, comes
as a fourth step after the first three; if we start with
Him, grow up with Him, and finally walk with Him,
then comes the last station, as apostle Paul put it: ...
indeed we share in his (Christ’s) sufferings in order
that we may also share in his glory.” Romans 8:17.
See also Romans 6:8 and 2 Timothy 2:11.

Rev. Alexander Jalso




CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

5

The Word of God Among Us

Text: Luke 3:1-6

St. Luke’s Advent message reads, “...the
word of God came to John, son of Zacharias, in the
wilderness.” So the prelude to the birth in Bethlehem
begins on the banks of the River Jordan, the edge of
the wilderness. Just as when “in the beginning” God
voiced the heavens and earth into existence, out of
nothing, so now in a place where nothing else is, in
the wilderness, the good news begins to break forth.

Not only is the place out of the way, off the
beaten path, the voice is scarcely clothed to appear
in society, let alone Saks Fifth Avenue. Clothed in a
camel’s hide pelt and a wild donkey hide belt, John
must have made quite a sight to the Jerusalem folk who
came out to see this phenomenon (Matthew 3:4a). This
man got his protein from dead locusts and his vitamin
C from wild beehives, not at all like the temple diet
of roast lamb, herbs, pomegranates and figs, washed
down with wine from Herod’s vineyards (Matthew
3:46). The wilderness had come to civilization.

The wilderness voice brings news. Good
news! Gospel! The Messiah, the anointed one of God,
comes. The announcement comes not from the steps of
the temple but from the voice of one I the wilderness
crying, “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his path
straight!” (Luke 3:46).

Dear friends, this voice comes to us in our
Advent wilderness, the urban wilderness of gun
violence and opioid abuse, the wilderness of people
rushing to and for by people who have little idea
what they are celebrating. The wilderness where folk
sometimes celebrate simply for the sake of celebration.

There’s lots of wilderness “out there” and “in
here” all around us. Our cities, flush with abundance,
are peopled by many whose souls are like deserts, full
of'sound and fury signifying not much. Communication
goes on in amazing new modes without a whole lot
worth saying.

But what if folk were to stop and listen for
God’s voice in this Advent wilderness? In the desert
Moses heard the voice to go and liberate God’s people.
In the desert Elijah heard the “still small voice” that
enabled him to go face down weak King Ahab and
evil Queen Jezebel. And now in the wilderness the
prophet John prepares the way.

Friends, in this Advent wilderness do we hear
the voice that enables us to break from our private
demons and our cultural addictions?

The voice still bears good news to our
wilderness. It is the Word of God among us saying,
Jesus, the anointed one, still comes bearing good news

of great joy to all people... The fiefdoms of this world
shall yet become the reign of the One who cares.

So now in this way station on the path we are
offered bread for the journey, liberation food, banquet
fare of anticipation. Not banquet food for gluttonous
appetites to indulge ourselves; rather manna from
God in our wilderness location and a cup drawn from
the veins of the one John said would come, and who
died for all.

This is the food from God for the people of
God until Messiah comes again.

Carl Daw wrote in our time:

Lone and wild the prophet’s
voice echos through the
desert still,

calling us to make a choice
bidding us to do God’s will.

In the name of the Father, in the Son, through
the Holy Spirit, world to its end. Amen.

Rev. Dr. David B. Bowman

“And the Word
became flesh and

dwelt among us."

JOHN 1:14

Itis not easy for “great” people to be grateful

Scripture reading: Luke 18:9 14.

Text: “The Pharisee stood up and prayed about
himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
men —robbers, evildoers, adulterers— or even like this
tax collector.”” Luke 18:11

Let a self-righteous man’s oversized pride
expressed in an arrogant gratitude be the source of the
divine message for the upcoming Thanksgiving Day.

“GOD, I THANK YOU THAT I AM NOT
LIKE OTHER MEN...”

This quotation is taken from Jesus’ parable
about the Pharisee and the tax collector as both of them
wentup to thetemple to pray. The Pharisee was boastful:

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5
“God, I thank you that I am not like other men...” but
the tax collector humbled himself: “God, have mercy
on me, a sinner!” Although the Pharisee gave thanks
to God yet the tax collector was the person who had
found favor in the eyes of God.

It is also true that we shall be grateful for
everything as the Bible instructs us: “give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18. Also: “always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:20

The purest divine intention can do more harm
than good by wrong human application as in the
case of the conceited thankfulness of the Pharisee.
Anything that pertains to our faith —such as worship
service, prayer, meditation, thanksgiving, charity —can
be rendered worthless by arrogance and for this very
reason did Christ say: “...For whoever exalts himself
will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be
exalted.” Matthew 23:12

APOSTLE PAUL WROTE TO THE
EPHESIANS: “I HAVE NOT STOPPED GIVING
THANKS FOR YOU, REMEMBERING YOU IN MY
PRAYERS.” Ephesians 1:16

When we put the two ideas together, namely
thankfulness and the other men what or who come to
our mind?

We are thankful for those who are “AHEAD
OF US”. It 1s wonderful that we have gifted people
who are scholars, scientists, researchers, professors,

Why did Christ say this: “If you love those who
love you, what reward will you get... And if you
greet only your brothers, what are you doing more
than others?” Matthew 5:46 47. Have you ever
experienced the wonderful feeling of having been
instrumental in helping, uplifting, comforting,
sharing, and reconciling? Read Matthew 25:34 40. Is
not it a blessed trust to raise children?

We are greatly indebted to Him who is
“ABOVE US”. The full value of human life cannot
be appreciated without faith in God; “For every
living soul belongs to me...” Ezekiel 18:4. Those who
are ahead, beside, and behind us are people whom
we love and care for but our relationship with them
must be pure and strong which in turn rests on our
relationship with God. Read 1 John 4:7.

We can paraphrase the prayer of the Pharisee,
after he repented, in this way: “God, I thank Thee
that I am a person different from others, therefore I
can learn from those who are ahead of me, cooperate
with those who are beside me, help and support those
who are behind me, and follow Thy Son who is above

2

me.

Rev. Alexander Jalso

’_—Wﬁ }mﬂ

so much 1o be

and wise leaders who use their talents for the benefit of |

our community, country or even the whole mankind.
It is good to know that we have such officials whom
we can trust and follow. The simple fact that there are
“better” people (not in that way better as the Pharisee
thought himself to be superior to the tax collector) shall
be sufficient to be grateful. In what way was Mother
Teresa better than most of us?

We are grateful for those who are “BESIDE
US”. What or who can be a greater gift than an
understanding, trusted, faithful husband or wife?
In this modern, liberated, unrestricted society we
managed to deprive ourselves of intimate relationship,
because one wishes to get above the other and one tries
to rule, control, and exploit the equal partner. Among
the many friends how many are true and unselfish? “A
man of many companions may come to ruin, but there
is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs
18:24

We also praise God for those who are
“BEHIND US”. Shall we love and respect only those
who know and possess more than or as much as we do?

Bethlen Communities
History, Part 2

In 1956 a new building was built next to the
Children’s Home to be used as an educational wing
and for meetings, and this became very important
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during the Summer School sessions for the next 20
years.

A new addition was added to the Children’s
Home to accommodate an additional 20 children, and
was dedicated September 3, 1957.

Between 1921 and 1979, the Children'’s
Home provided a home for more than three-thousand
children. The children received an excellent education
in the Ligonier Valley school system and quite a
number excelled both scholastically and in sports.
The children also had a rich background in music
education and were exposed to Hungarian culture.
Many of the children, equipped with an exceptional
education and reared in an environment where they
were encouraged to achieve, went on to college.

The older boys also had the opportunity to
work on the farm that supplied both the Children's
Home and The Home for the Aged with its food. While
initially the farm work was performed by residents
at The Home for the Aged, by the late 1950’s those
residents had become too old for this type of labor,
and many of The Home for the Aged residents began
to require nursing care. So the young men of the
orphanage worked the farm on the weekends, while
paid staff tended the farm during the week.

The variety of backgrounds of the children
was also a tremendous asset. Although in the
beginning they were primarily orphans of Hungarian
background, over the years the Bethlen Home accepted
others who needed their services, Americans as well
as children of other nationalities.

Many of the residents were young people
from troubled homes, referred by ministers or others
knowledgeable about the advantages and care the
Children’s Home offered. An increasing number of
the residents came to the United States after their
parents had first emigrated to other countries such as
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Brazil or Argentina.
With the varying experiences these children brought
with them, all the residents were enriched with an
understanding of other cultures and peoples.

After the 7956 Revolution in Hungary a
number of young émigrés who had experienced
the horror of war at a young age were accepted as
residents. The Children’s Home eventually housed
and cared for forty children who were refugees
following the /956 Revolution.

The Children’s Home — the orphanage — was
a wonderful place. It was a true “home,” for many
children throughout the years it served as a mission
of the HRFA and the local Hungarian congregations.

The Children’s Home closed its doors in 1979.
The decision to close was not financial, nor lack of

dedication, nor children who needed a home. In fact,
because the Children’s Home could only accommodate
52 children, applicants had to be turned away every
year. In 1975 the declaration had been made that
“mission is an act of love, our willingness to sacrifice
forthis is a love in action " so for a time the orphanage
was kept open even at a financial loss.

However, by 1979 the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, like other states, began to assume a
more active role in taking responsibility for the care
of dependent children, and this mission was taken out
of the hands of private concerns such as the Bethlen
Home.

Summer School

When writing the history of Bethlen
Communities, the Hungarian Summer School program
must be included. Summer School began in 1954
under the leadership of Rev. Joseph Kecskeméthy, as
space was available during the summer months, since
many residents of the orphanage went home to stay
with family members. The Summer School program
concentrated on Hungarian language, culture and
history. This included singing, crafts, embroidery and
sewing (kézimunka). Many young people learned to
swim at “Ligonier Beach” and field trips were taken
to the countryside. Children came to Summer School
from virtually every place where there were first and
second-generation Hungarians. Many of these young
Hungarians developed lifelong friendships at the same
time they were exposed to the culture of their parents.
For many, this time in their lives holds the fondest of
memories. The Summer School program ceased with
the closing of the Children’s Home in 1979.

Bethlen Communities

In 2007 Bethlen Home changed its name
to Bethlen Communities to reflect its multifaceted
services, providing a “Continuum of Care” for those
utilizing its services. In addition to the Bethlen Home
Nursing Facility, Bethlen Communities now provides
the following services:

Retirement Cottages

Since 1975 the Bethlen Home has built forty-
four cottages in the Bethlen Retirement Village adjacent
to the original Nursing Home buildings. They are on
two cul-de-sacs overlooking Ligonier Valley. Each
cottage is a duplex with a garage. Residents may cook
for themselves or have meals at the nursing home.

The services of the nursing home staff are
readily available to Cottage residents.

Continued on Page 8
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Continued from Page 7
Ligonier Gardens Personal Care Home

The former Fort Ligonier Motel, located on
US Route 30 (Lincoln Highway) near PA Route
711, was converted into a Personal Care Home a
number of years ago. This facility was purchased
by Bethlen Communities in 2001 and it is now part
of the “continuum of care” program of Bethlen
Communities.

Other programs of Bethlen Communities

As an official part of its “Continuum of
Care”, Bethlen Communities provides the following
programs:

1. Home Health Care Service providing in-
home health care services to persons in the local and
surrounding communities;

2. Hospice Service (for those in hospice care
in their own homes);

3. Companion Care program serving elderly
and disabled in their homes;

4. Graceful Aging program serving seniors
in our community, concentrating on helping them to
stay physically fit.

In addition, Bethlen Communities also hosts
the Valley Senior Center, which provides noon meals
and exercises for senior citizens in the community
during the week, utilizing the facilities of the “Old
Nursing Home”.

Bethlen Almanac — Bethlen Naptar

Immediately after the establishment of the
Hungarian Reformed Orphanage, the first Director,
Rev. Alexander Kalassay, began publishing a yearly
almanac with the support of the HRFA. It was
originally called the Arvahdzi Naptir— Almanac of the
Hungarian Reformed Orphan’s Home, later renamed
the Arvahazi és Aggmenhdzi Naptar - Almanac of the
Hungarian Reformed Orphan’s Home and Home for
the Aged, finally after 1935 it was renamed the Bethlen
Almanac. This almanac carries news items of life in
all the Hungarian Reformed churches throughout
America, regardless of denomination. It shared the
story of the mission of the Orphanage and the Home
for the Aged, with pictures of the children’s home, the
old people’s home, the active farm, and the residents
in their daily lives.

In 1967 Rev. Alexander Daroczy, Director
of the Bethlen Home, built and established the
Bethlen  Print Shop, dedicated to Hungarian
Reformed publications. Called the Bethlen Nyomda
- Bethlen Freedom Press, it issued many publications

throughout the years, including the Bethlen Naptar -
Bethlen Almanac. The print shop has been converted
into the Meeting Room which is below the Corporate
Offices on Kalassay Drive.

Bethlen Communities staff continued to gather,
edit and publish this publication every year. It includes
information on Hungarian Reformed life not only in
the United States but throughout the world.

Bethlen Home Alumni Association

In 1955 Rev. Joseph Kecskeméthy, overseer
of the Bethlen Home, organized a reunion of former
Children's Home residents, and from July 2 — 5, 1955,
forty-two former residents and thirty family members
gathered in Ligonier. At that time they organized a
“Bethlen Home Association” for former residents, but
it soon ceased to be active.

Since then, Bethlen Communities sponsored
reunions in 2001 and 2003, most recently in 2011.
With over 1,700 alumni throughout the United States
who were residents of the Home and hundreds of
others who attended the Summer School program over
a period of more than 20 years (an average of 50 each
year), there are many who enjoy reconnecting with
friends from years past, and Bethlen Communities
strives to make this possible.

Rt. Rev. Koloman K. Ludwig

OBITUARY
Mr. Wilburn Andrew Roby Jr.
February 18, 1941 - August 20, 2021

Wilburn
Andrew Roby Jr. was
born February 18, 1941,
in  Hazelwood, and
was the son of the late
Wilburn Andrew Roby
Sr. and Clara (Elek)
Roby.

Wilburn retired
from the Port Authority
of Allegheny County
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as an inventory control specialist. He served in the
United States Air Force. Wilburn was a member of
the Plum Creek-Monroeville Masonic Lodge 799.
Wilburn was a lay minister for the Third Avenue
Calvin Reformed Church in Beaver Falls.

Surviving are his wife of 50 years, Virginia
(McGlamery) Roby of Butler; his special friend,
David Geyer of Butler; his sisters, Judy Stratthaus of
Butler and Sandra Lenart of Virginia; and 26 nieces
and nephews.

Friends of Wilburn Andrew Roby Jr. who
died Friday, August 20, 2021, were received at
Young Funeral Home, 127 W. Jefferson St., Butler,
on Tuesday, August 24 from 10:00 a.m. The funeral
service was at noon with the Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba
Krasznai officiating. Interment was in Homewood
Cemetery, Pittsburgh, PA.

Source:https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/butlereagle/
name/wilburn-roby-obituary?id=16381574

The mourning family members and friends at the
Homewood Cemetery, Pittsburgh, PA

The 80th Meeting of the Calvin Synod §
The 80™ Meeting of the Calvin Synod
Conference of the United Church of Christ was held
on Tuesday, August 31° thru September 2" at the First
Hungarian Reformed Church in Walton Hills, Ohio.
The morning began with a Special Worship Service
with Holy Communion in the church sanctuary. Rt.
Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Bishop delivered the English
sermon, Rt. Rev. Stefan Torok, Auxiliary Bishop
delivered the Hungarian sermon and Rev. Gabor
Nitsch, General Secretary led the Holy Communion
service. Other participants included Rev. Viktor Toth,
Synod Treasurer, Mr. James Ballas, Synod Presbyter,

and Deans Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi and Rev. Chuck
Huckaby.

Q

OO

Participating pastors and lay delegates
at the 80" Synod Meeting

Bishop Csaba Krasznai opened the afternoon
session with greetings followed by a prayer of
remembrance for our faithful servants who passed
away since our last gathering. Synod Presbyter James
Ballas delivered the opening address. “As we gather
this week to do the work of our church and bring
back to our congregations the words of wisdom and
decisions to strengthen our faith and hope in the future,
remember to ‘let us love, not in word or speech, but in
truth and action.” What the world needs now is love,
sweet love.” Secretary Nitsch then called the roll of
delegates. Bishop Krasznai reported of the state of the
Calvin Synod in his report. “God demonstrated that He
has the power to start things new. ‘When God closes
a door, He always opens a window.” We give thanks
to God that He protected our congregations during
this difficult and challenging time of the pandemic.”
Treasurer Viktor Toth presented the treasurer’s report
followed by the Finance Committee report. Our
Synod is on solid financial ground. On this first day,
reports were accepted from the Church and Ministry
Committee, Youth Camp, Calvin Synod Herald and
website, and Bethlen Museum and Archives. All
reports will be printed in the meeting minutes.

A full day on Wednesday began with the first
session of Congregational sharing, followed by the
Travel and Expense Committee Report and UCC
General Synod Report, held virtually in July 2021.
The Recommendations Committee presented several
issues for a vote. First, a Bylaws amendment regarding
Ordained ministry was passed. The new section
reads: “The candidate shall pursue a college degree
and studies in an accredited theological seminary or
having pursued a course of study and formation that
prepares them for service as an ordained minister as
approved by the Church and Ministry Committee.”
Another motion was passed offering guidelines
for the Committee in evaluating candidates states
that a candidate has to have minimum four-year
accredited college bachelor’s degree and obtain from
an accredited theological seminary sufficient study in

Continued on Page 10



10

CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Continued from Page 9

Old and New Testament Biblical studies, Reformed

Theological studies, and Hungarian Reformed

church history. The Synod also voted to accept the

Hungarian Reformed Church of Buffalo, New York

into membership as a newly formed congregation. As

we had previously had a congregation in Buffalo, New

York which closed several years back, we welcome

back this community of faith into our Synod.

Another Bylaws amendment was passed
regarding the Synod Treasurer. It states that “in the
event no vetted candidate for Treasurer is available
from the membership of the Synod, Conference

Council will contract with a qualified outside

professional as nonvoting financial secretary to

provide accounting and other financial services as
directed by Conference Council. The Bishop and
another authorized CC member shall be authorized
to sign checks.” Following lunch, the second session
of Congregational sharing took place. Two important
recommendations by the Finance Committee
were passed. A full audit shall be conducted as we
transition to a new Treasurer and a yearly budget
will be formulated by the finance committee for the
upcoming year.

New Synod officers were elected for a four-
year term:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai was re-elected as Bishop
Rev. Peter Pal Bodor was elected Auxiliary Bishop
Rev. Viktor Toth was elected General Secretary
Rev. Tibor Kiraly was elected Synod Treasurer

Dr. Albert Ladanyi was elected Synod Presbyter.

The newly elected members of Conference Council

Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok installed the newly
elected officers with the oath of office. Congratulations
to our new officers. We wish them well in continuing
the work of our church.

Mr. James D. Ballas was elected as Honorary
Synod Presbyter. The last order of business for the day
was an open discussion on the future of Calvin Synod.
Many members shared their vision and concerns we
all face as we continue doing God’s work.

The Synod banquet took place Wednesday
evening with a festive Hungarian dinner served by the
members of the First Hungarian Reformed Church.
Thanks to those who helped to make this such a great
event. Outgoing Synod Officers were honored with
certificates of appreciation for their years of faithful
service. Those honored were Rt. Rev. Stefan M. Torok,
who served as Auxiliary Bishop, Rev. Viktor Toth as
Treasurer, Rev. Gabor Nitsch as General Secretary
and Mr. James Ballas as Synod Presbyter. Rt. Rev.
Koloman K. Ludwig announced that a certificate to
honor Mr. Wilburn Roby for his many years of service
as a Licensed Lay Minister and Business Manager
of the Calvin Synod Herald was presented to Mrs.
Virginia Roby at his funeral service. Mr. Roby passed
away shortly before our meeting.

— —_— ]

Award Certficiates are presented to the former
members of Conference Council by Bishop Krasznai

The unfinished business concluded on
Thursday morning as Bishop Krasznai closed the
meeting with prayer. The official minutes of the
meeting will be distributed by the General Secretary
to our congregations and members when completed.

My. James D. Ballas
Honorary Synod Presbyter

Boldog Kardcsonyi
Unnepeket Kivanunk!

Wishing you a Merry Christmas

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

To learn how we can serve your family, call us at 412-231-2979
or visit us on the internet at www. wpalife.org

Follow us on ([ (£ @WPALife



CALVIN
SYNOD

A Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet
hivatalos lapja

N\

AMERIKAI MAGYAR

REFORMATUSOK LAPJA

HERALD

Alapitva
1900-ban

/

122. évfolyam

2021. NOVEMBER - DECEMBER

11-12. szam

Jézus a vilag vilagossaga.
O a te vilagossagod is!

., Mert egy gyermek sziiletik nekiink, fiu adatik
nekiink. Az uralom az & vallan lesz, és igy fogjak
nevezni: Csodalatos Tandcsos, Erds Isten,
Orokkévald Atya, Békesség Fejedelme!”
(Ezsaids 9:5)

Jézus mondja: ., En vagyok a vilag vildgossiga:
aki engem kovet, nem jar sotétségben, hanem ové
lesz az élet vilagossaga.” (Janos 8:12)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gyiilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

5 Dicsoség a
magassagban Istennek, hogy
Fidban elhozta  szamunkra

a vilagossagot.  Beteljesiilt,
amit Ezsaids proféta jovendolt
Krisztusrdl: ,4 nép, amely
sotetségben jar, nagy
vildgossagot lat. A  halal
arnyékanak  foldjén lakokra
vilagossag ragyog.” (9:1)

Jézus ebbe a bilin sotétségével terhelt vilagba
érkezett. ,,A nép, amely sotétségben jar”, mondja
Ezsaias proféta. A lelki és érzelmi sotétséget, amibe
Jézus érkezett, nem kell bemutatni, megmagyarazni.
Sajnos oly sokszor tapasztalhatjuk, hogy a koriilottiink
levd vilag a blin és halal arnyékanak a foldje. Ez az,
amiben ¢éliink, amit nap mint nap megtapasztalunk.

Ennek ellenére érdekes latni, hogy karacsonyt
még a nem keresztyén emberek is a ,szeretet
iinnepének” nevezik. Azonban karacsonykor is oly
sokszor hallunk haborukrol és blintényekrdl. Vagy ha
csak onmagunkra gondolunk, nincsenek-e ugyanugy
vitak, nézeteltérések, kipattand csaladi fesziiltségek
az linnep alatti egyiittlétekben is. Aki pedig egyediil
¢li meg ezeket a napokat, oly sokszor szenved

a feler6sodé0 magany érzésétdl. Nem véletleniil
kovetnek el az iinnepek alatt tobb Ongyilkossagot,
mint barmikor maskor.

Ez arealitas. Az emberi létiink torékeny, sériilt,
¢s oly sokszor tapasztaljuk annak sotét oldalat. Van-e
azonban barmi, ami talragyogja ezt a soOtétséget?
Van-e barmi, ami a napjainkba vilagossagot tud hozni,
ami szétoszlathatja a koriilottiink levd sotétséget?

Az egyetlen valasz ezekre a kérdésekre az,
hogy Jézus a vilag vilagossaga! O az, aki eloszlatja
a homalyt, tilragyogja a sotétséget, eliizi a banatot,
és dicsésége felragyog. O azért jott, hogy elhozza a
Vilagossagot, az Elet Vilagossagat! Aki ezt befogadja,
annak az ¢életében megddl a sotétség hatalma, erejét
veszti a blin és a halal valosaga. A vele vald kdzosségre
teremtetett ember Krisztus nelkiil kiszolgaltatott a biin
¢és a halal hatalmanak, de Obenne a szeretet és az élet
orok forrasa van!

Jézus az egyetlen, aki megmenthet benniinket a
sOtétség €s a blin rabsagatol, ha hisziink benne. Obenne
teljesedett be €s rajta keresztiil ragyog at felénk az
[sten irantunk valo végtelentil gyengéd szeretete. Oaz
egyetlen Ut az Atydhoz. O az Isten végsd Szava, Igéje.
Végtelen szeretetével legydzte a biint és a halalt. ,, 4
halal arnyékanak foldjen lakokra vilagossag ragyog™
—irja Ezsaias proféta. Benne veliink van az Elet Istene,
a vilagossag forrasa, €s sosem hagy el! Jézus mondja:
., Envagyok a vilag vilagossaga: aki engem kovet, nem
jar sotétségben, hanem ové lesz az élet vilagossaga.”
(Janos 8:12) Ez karacsony csodaja ¢és titka. Jézus a te
és az én életemnek a vilagossaga!

Aki csak egy magatehetetlen kisbabat lat,
vagy egy kivégzett embert a kereszten, az dobbenten,
hitetlentiil vagy éppen gunyolodva teheti fel a kérdést:
,Hogyan segithetne ez rajtunk?”

Azonban csak hittel lehet meglatni ezt a
Vilagossagot. Megérteni, elhinni és befogadni csak
hit altal lehet, hogy amit Krisztus érted és értem tett
az nem egy szanalmas torténet, egy véletlen baleset,
hanem a Mennyi Atya csodélatos és titokzatos tervének

Folytatas a 12. oldalon




12

CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Folytatas a 11. oldalrol

beteljestilése. Ez az a csodalatos ¢€s titokzatos terv, amit
Ezsaias proféta méar évszazadokkal a Messias sziiletése
elétt megjovendolt: ,Mert egy gyermek sziiletik
nekiink, fiu adatik nekiink. Az uralom az 6 vallan lesz,
és igy fogjak nevezni: Csodalatos Tandacsos, Erds
Isten, Orokkévalo Atya, Békesség Fejedelme!” (9:5)

Ebben a személyben, Jézus Krisztusban jott
el hozzadd és hozzdm a karacsonyi vilagossag. Ez
a vilagossag legyOzhetetlen, de kizarhato... Igen,
elzarkozhatunk a Vilagossagtol, klhagyhatjuk Ot az
életlinkbdl, hatat fordithatunk neki, gy donthetiink,
hogy ottmaradunk a blin sotétségében. De ne igy
legyen ezen a karacsonyon! Engedjiik, hogy a szeretd
¢s irgalmas mennyei Atya Szentlelke altal meggyﬁjtsa
benniink  kardcsony legy6zhetetlen fényét ¢és
felragyogtassa az Elet Vilagossagat, hogy magunkkal
vihessiik ezt a kiolthatatlan fényt a hétk6znapokba.

Amikor az okori gorogok valtoéfutas versenyt
tartottak, az atlétdk egy ¢&gd faklyat adtak at
egymasnak mindaddig, amig a gydztes be nem ért a
célba. Azonban nem az a futé nyerte meg a versenyt,
amelyik elsének és a legrovidebb id6 alatt ért a célba,
hanem az volt az elsd, amelyik ugyan a leghamarabb
ért be, de a faklyaja még mindig égett.

Oly sokszor el vagyunk foglalva az ¢let
megannyi dolgaival, a sajat teenddinkkel, hogy
egy 1d6 utdn azon vessziik észre magunkat, hogy a
lelki életiink faklydja lassan kialszik. Ezért Krisztus
arra hiv téged és engem ezen a kardcsonyon, hogy
vizsgéaljuk meg a sziviinket és gondolatainkat. Jézus
hiv, hogy Ot kovessiik, és ez valtozasokat is jelent,
igazabol életlinknek az atformalddasat. Ez egy tudatos
dontéssel kezdddik, hogy el akarjuk fogadni Jézust és
odaszanjuk magunkat Krisztus kovetésére, életiink
minden napjan. Amikor Jézus bejon az életiinkbe egy
valtozas veszi kezdetét és, amikor ez megtorténik,
akkor a koriilottiink levo vilag is elkezd megvaltozni.

Még Magyarorszagon volt egy biciklim,
amelyiken egy dinam¢é volt. A dinamd mechanikai
energiabol egyenaramu villamos energiat allit eld.
Ez valdjdban egy generator, ami elektromos aramot
termel, hogy egy villanyégd vilagitani tudjon. Amikor
kerékparozunk, akkor a dinamot a bicikli kerekéhez
kell pattintani, és ahogy hajtjuk a kerékpar pedaljat,
a kerék meghajtja a dinam6 felsd forgokerekét,
amelyik végiil fénysugarat generadl. Ha megallunk a
pedélozasban, a fény kialszik. Ha azonban gyorsabban
hajtjuk a kerékpar pedalt, akkor a fény erdsebb és
erdsebb lesz, és a sOtétség elottiink egyre kevesebb
lesz, igy az ut vilagossa valik.

Mindannyian megkaptuk azt a lelki
vilagossagot Krisztusban, ami utat mutat szamunkra a

mindennapi ,lelki kerékpar utunkhoz”. Azonban
fontos, hogy mi is megtegylik a magunk részét azaz,
hogy fenntartsuk Krisztus vildgossagat az életiinkben
az imadsagon, a bibliaolvasason, a bojtdlésen, a
szolgalaton, a bizonysagtételen és az Isten akaratanak
valo engedelmességen keresztiil.

Ezen a karacsonyon arra szeretnélek batoritani,
hogy Ujulj meg és szand oda magad erre a ,lelki
kerékparutra”, valojaban arra, hogy jarj Krisztussal
naponta, ¢s a Megvaltora szegezd a tekintetedet, aki
azért sziiletett bele ebbe a vilagba, hogy szabadulast
hozzon. O azért j6tt, hogy megnyissa szemeinket tjra
¢és meglassuk Ot, mint Urat, Szabaditét, a Vllagossag
forrasat. O azért is jott, hogy cselekvesre hivjon igején
keresztiil és a Lélek altal, és hogy az O kovetdi legyiink.
Ahogy ezt a Vilagossagot hordozzuk, ragyogjuk hat
be masok életét is. Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

w@:m @. v1l11ag v1l1lag©ssaga

8

Eros Megvalto sziiletett nekiink

Textus: Gen 3, 15: ,Ellenségeskedést tamasztok
kozted €s az asszony kozott, a te utdodod és az O
utodja kozott: 6 a fejedet tapossa, te pedig a sarkat
mardosod.”

1. Karacsony az id6 kozéppontja

Haakaracsonyjelenébenéziink, egy gyermeket
latunk, csodakat, megmagyarazhatatlan jelenségeket!
Nagy oOromet, nagy fajdalmat, nagy értetlenséget,
nagy emberi gonoszsagot, nagy racsodalkozast, nagy
¢s hatalmas énekeket. Felfordul a vildg: a menny a
foldre jon, hogy a foldi ember a mennybe juthasson...

Ha visszatekintiink a kardcsony el6tti évek,
¢vszazadok tiikrébe, nagy varakozast és sok-sok
kérdést latunk. Szovetséget és azt elutasitd népet.
Kegyelmes Istent, aki itél is. géreteket és beteljesedést
latunk ¢€s a nagy varakozast: egyszer véget €és a vég
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nélkiili szenvedést. Eljon a Messias €és békét hoz a
foldre, vilagossagot a sotétségbe.

Ha karacsony eseményeibdl eldre tekintiink,
szintén sok értetlenséget és furcsasagot lathatunk.
Sokan nem igy képzelték volna a Messias életét €s
munkajat: nagy csodak, de megosztottsag- ellenségek
¢s folyamatosan valtozd népszerliség- a megszalld
hatalom helyett sajat népével valo konfrontalodas és
végiil furcsa és latszolag értelmetlen, korai halal.

Milyen lehetett mindez a torténés az Atya
szemsz0geébol, aki kezdettdl fogva ismeri az embert,
latja a szivének legbensbb gondolatait is. O tudta,
mire van sziikkséglink, ezért igérte meg ¢€s kiildte el a
megvaltot! Az EROS MEGVALTOT!

2. A kép: a kigyo és az ember harca

A Dbunesetkor Isten itéletet mond a férfi,
az asszony és a kigyo felett is. Es ebben az itélet
sorozatban rejti el a legnyomorasagosabb helyzetben
az evangélium igéretét. Azt mondja a kigyonak: az
asszony utodanak sarkat mardossa utdédod, 6 viszont
a fejedre tapos. A kigyo fejére taposni annyit jelentett,
mint meg0lni. Itt van az igéret: lesz harc, haboru, de
a kigyot legy6zi- nem a blinbeesett ember, hanem
valaki, aki képes erre a gy6zelemre, mert tobb, mint
ember!

Jézus ¢életében lathatjuk, hogy bizony mardosta
a sarkat a kigyo. Tetten érhetd mindez a kovetkezo
eseményekben:

+ Jézus ellenségei folyamatosan tamadték,
gyengiteni probaltak, rossz hirét terjesztették,
szervezkedtek ellene. Csapdat allitottak neki,
meg probaltak cafolni azt, ami nyilvanvalo
volt, hogy O a Messias.

* Folyamatos fenyegetettségben ¢lt- mar
kisgyermek koratol fogva. Par napos
csecsemoként  Herddes  kiraly  akarta
elpusztitani, késébb pedig ellenségei, a

farizeusok, fOpapok és irastudok probaltak
elébb erkdlcsileg, késdbb fizikailag is
megsemmisiteni.

* De ne felejtkezziink el a konkrét kisértésekrol
sem, amiket ki kellett allnia a pusztaban, a
Gecsemané kertjében, vagy akar a kereszten
(,,Ha Isten fia vagy, szallj le a keresztrdl...”).

Jézus Krisztus életét- szavait ¢és tetteit
latva bizonyosak lehetiink afelél, hogy O az, aki
végérvényesen a kigyo fejére tapos! Ezekben a
dolgokban nyilvanult meg tobbek kozott ereje és
hatalma:

* Erdvel és hatalommal hirdette Isten orszagat
*  QGyogyitott, odafordult a teljesen
szamkivetettekhez is!

* Konyoriilt, irgalmazott ¢és hirdette a
blinbocsanatot mindenkinek.

» Istenigazsagathirdette az 6rdog hazugsagaival
szemben.

» Legy0zte a bilint aldozataval, megvaltotta az
embert.

« Jézus jelenlétében 6rom volt és szabadsag! Az
embereket nem hasznalta, nem érdekei mentén
rendezte kapcsolatait, hanem megmutatta,
hogy mi Isten terve a szereteten alapulod
emberi kapcsolatokkal!

3. A karacsonyi kérdés (akar hiszel Jézus-
ban, akar még csak keresed Ot):

Mindezek fényében harom karacsonyi kérdést
szeretnék megfogalmazni neked, amire magadban
valaszolj:

* Erzed-e a sziikségét annak, hogy Jézus jelen
legyen az életedben?

* O legyo6zte a gonoszt (hdonapokon at szoltak az
Efézusi levél alapjan a lelki harcrol!) — részese
vagy-e gydzelmének? Elhiszed-e, hogy a te
harcaidat is veled harcolja és gydztes vagy
vele?

* Milyen a jelenlétedben, kozeledben lenni, ha
Jézusban hiszel: felszabaditdo, mert szabad
vagy? Megnyugtatd, mert békességet kaptal?
Elfogado, mert elfogadottnak érzed magadat?
Egyiitt érz6, mert irgalmat nyertél és tudsz
is adni? Madsokat inspirald, hiszen téged is
inspiral, megerdsit Isten?

Karacsony az evangélium iinnepe. Hivjuk
be Jézust, mert sziikségiink van rd, az erds iidvozitore,
aki a kigyo fejére taposott és legydzte a gonoszt! Nem
a mi hitiink erés- O az erds, ra van sziikségiink! Nem
a mi szeretetiink mély- O elébb szeretett minket és
orokre szeretni fog...! Nem a mi reménységiink
maradandé: O hordoz, O 1jit meg, hiszen O a remé-
nységiink alapja! Amen!

Nt. dr. Thoma Laszlo

Forras: Az igehirdetés 2014. december 24-én hangzott el
a Gazdagréti Reformatus Gyiilekezetben, http://www.gref.
hu/hu/igehirdetes/sorozathoz-nem-tartozo-igehirdetesek/
eros-megvalto-szuletett-nekunk/
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EGYHAZKERULET
80. GYULESE

ELKOTELEZODES
A  MAGYAR
SZOLGALATABAN

Elismerés, a kozosség megbecsiilésérol tesz
tanubizonysagot amikor egy egyhazi méltosagot
lelkesen tamogatnak a pozicié tovabbi betoltésére.
Ft. Dr. Krasznai Csaba piispok ur volt a Bocskai
Radio interjualanya, aki az elkovetkezendd négy
évben a testiilet élén all majd. A Kalvin Zsinat
Egyhazkeriilet 80. gyilésének programjarol és
részleteirdl is a piispok urat kérdeztiik.

AZ

2020. janiusdban — a pandémids iddszak
kellds kozepén — tordlni kényszeriiltek a gytlést,
viszont idén augusztus 31. és szeptember 2. kozott
mar személyesen talalkozhattak a gyiilekezetek
delegaltjai. Nagy mérfoldko a nyolc évtized ugy az
egyhazkeriilet, mint kiilon-kiilon a gyiilekezetek
¢letében. Husz kis kdzosség harminc képviseldje vett
részt a hivatalos szindduson.

A 80. zsinati gytilést megnyito iinnepi urvacsordval
egybekotott istentiszteleten résztvevo lelkipasztorok
és hivatalos gyiilekezetei képviselok

A {6bb napirendi pontok kozodtt szerepelt
a fobb tisztségviselok kijelolése és az amerikai

reformatussag jovOjének elemzése. A piispok,
plspokhelyettes, zsinati pénztaros, zsinati f6jegyz0 ¢és
a zsinatpresbiter megvalasztasa volt a néhany napnak
a legmeghatarozobb és legfontosabb momentuma.
Az egyhazkeriiletek aktudlis problémairol folytatott
eszmecsere rendkiviill  gyiimdlesdzden — alakult.
A konkluziok egyike, hogy rendkiviil fontos a
lelkipasztori jelenlét az Osszes gyiilekezet életében.
A dinamikusan fejlodd, aktiv kozosségi és lelki
élet alapfeltétele az allando lelkészi szolgalat, ami
sajnos tobb diaszporabeli gylilekezetnél nem all

rendelkezésre. Az 1j egyhazkeriileti tandcs tagjaival
az elkovetkezendd négyéves turnusban kozosen
probalnak majd megoldast taldlni a kialakult
helyzetre. A magyar kormany Nemzetpolitikai
Allamtitkarsaganak tovabbi tamogatasaval, valamint
az anyaorszagban miitkodé Magyarorszagi Reformatus
Egyhaz Zsinati Hivatalaval kardltve térekedni fognak
a reformatus egyhdz épiilését szolgalni az Egyesiilt
Allamokban.

Nagy 0rom volt a gytilés tagjai szamara, hogy
a 2019. oktober 13-an alakult a Buffaloi Magyar
Reformatus Egyhazat most a zsinat tagjai kozott
idvozolhették, és hivatalosan is az egyhazkeriilet
részévé avattdk. A lelkipasztor, Nt. Burjan Tamads,
illetve Tarndy Eva fégondnokasszony képviselte a
hiveket.

yepET —ewew

Dr. Krasznai Csaba atadja az Egyhazkeriilet
tamogatasarol szolo csekket Nt. Burian
Tamasnak, a Buﬁ‘aloz Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz
lelkipasztordanak és Tarndy Eva fogondnoknak

Ft. Dr. Krasznai Csaba piispok urat a szinodus
tovabbi tAmogatéasardl biztositotta, és a korabbi évek
szolgalatdra alapozva bizalmat szavaztak neki. Nt.
Bodor Péter Pal, a sarasotai reformatusok lelkipasztora
a puispokhelyettes teenddit is latja el a jovében. Nt.
Kiraly Tibor a zsinat pénztarosaként fog miikodni, 6
egyben a Fairfield-i Reformatus Gyiilekezet vezetdje.
Fdjegyz0 a jelenleg szolgalatot nem teljesitd, de
allomanyba vett Nt. Toth Viktor lett, korabban a Los
Angelesben miikodott. Presbiternek a clevelandi Els6
Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz jelenlegi fégondnokat,
Dr. Ladanyi Albertet valasztottdk meg a jelenlévok.

,Halas a sziviink, hogy bar szét vagyunk
szorva, de mégis egyek vagyunk.” — Ft. Dr.
Krasznai Csaba biiszke arra, hogy mar tobb mint
500 éve létezik a reformatus egyhaz a vilagban, és
kilon megtiszteltetésnek érzi, hogy szolgalataval a
magyarsagot képviselheti az Egyesiilt Allamokban.
Floridatol Ohidig, Connecticuttél a nyugati partig
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osszekoti a gyiilekezeteket az Ur Jézus Krisztusba
vetett hit, és a reformatus hagyomanyokhoz valo
ragaszkodds. Nem csak vallasi életre helyeznek
hangsulyt, hanem a magyar nyelv megmaradasara, a
kulturalis ¢élet jelenlétére is.

Ft. Torok Istvan beiktatja az ujonnan megvdalasztott
Egyhazkeriileti tandcs tagokat: Nt. Toth Viktor
egyhazkeriileti fojegyzo, dr. Krasznai Csaba piispok,
Ft. Bodor Péter Pal piispokhelyettes, dr. Laddanyi
Albert egyhazkeriileti fogondnok és Nt. Kiraly Tibor
egyhazkeriileti pénztaros (balrol-jobbra)

Vannak magyarorszagi és erdélyi jelentkezdk,
akik szivesen vallalndk a lelkipasztori kitelezettséget
a diaszporaban. Utobbi térségben is jelen van
a lelkészhiany, de az FEls6 Magyar Reformatus
Egyhaz ¢és az Amerikai Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz
mar két-harom segité személyért is nagyon halas
lenne. Krasznai plispdk ur személyesen — egy hat
honaptdl egy évig terjedd — mentorprogramot
biztositana az érkez0 tiszteletesnek, hogy konnyebben
beilleszkedjen az ismeretlen kozegbe, és otthonos
érzéssel telepiiljon majd at kijelolt allomashelyére.
Az 0kumenikus tevékenység is a zsinat kitlizott céljai
kozott szerepel: ,, Nincs ido a kiilonbségek keresésére,
a kozos erdt dsszeszedve és dsszevonva egyiitt kell,
hogy megoldasokat keressiink, hogy gyiilekezeteinket
tudjuk épiteni Isten segitségével.”

Az Uristen megszolitia az embert, aki igent
mond ra.” — Nt. Bodor Péter Pal, Gjonnan kinevezett
segédplispdk mar fiatal kordban igent mondott az
Isten hivasara azzal, hogy elvégezte a teologiat és
elindult a palyan. A floridai lelkész nem fél a tehertdl,
hogy az igehirdetésen tl ezek utan az egyhdzépitéssel
is foglalkoznia kell majd. A nagy generacidvaltasnak
¢s a digitalis vilag térhoditasanak tulajdonitja azokat
a népességi tendencidkat, amelyek végbe mennek
Florida &llamban akar az egyhdzi, akar a vilagi
szintéren. Az amerikai fiatalok a déli allamokat
valasztjak, €s a Karpat-medencébol kivandorlok
is foleg itt Osszpontosulnak. Ok mar nem politikai

menekiiltek, a gazdasagi jolét érdekében emigralnak.
., Az uj modszerekkel kell ugyanazt a hitet, szeretetet,
és a magyar Oontudatot oda szolgalni nekik. -
Segédpiispok ur szeme el6tt lebeg az a cél, hogy
a Florida nyugati részében mikodd misszios
szolgalatot, teljes idejii lelkészi szolgalat valtsa fel.
A hitélet és a magyar megmaradas 0sszefonodéasa a
diaszpéraban egy természetes folyamat. Nt. Bodor
Péter Pal az identitds elmélyitését és a kozosség
stabilitdsat a magyar gyerekeken keresztiil érné el,
hiszen benniik a jovO. ,, 4 mennyei allampolgarsagot
hirdetem, a keresztséget.” — csodalatos zarsz6 volt ez
a segédpiispok urtol.

Kérjiik olvasoinkat, hogy imadkozzanak a
reformatussag aldasos jovojéért! Adja az Ur, hogy a
magyar jovo utjaba gordiil6 akadalyokat kdzos erdvel
¢s imaval elharithassék, €s fényes jovot épithessenek
gyermekeinknek.

Dorgay Zsofia
Karpatalja

Dr. Krasznai Csaba atadja a korabban hivatalban
levo és szolgalatot teljesito Egyhdzkeriileti Tanacs
tagjai szamara az elismerd okleveleket

Dilemma és Megoldas Sarasotaban
(Magyar Christian Church of Sarasota /
Sarasotai Magyar Keresztyén Egyhaz)

Jozsef torténete jutott eszlinkbe, amikor az
¢let furcsa fintora hirtelen “rosszat szant” nekiink,
Sarasota-iaknak. “7i rosszat gondoltatok ellenem, de
Isten azt jora gondolta forditani ...”(IMoz 50,20a)

Redlis ok nélkiil bérelt templomunk
vezetdsége felmondott nekiink. Anyagi erénk nincsen
épiilet vasarlasra, vagy piaci arat fizetni istentiszteleti
¢és iskolahelységek bérlésére. Mit tegyiink, mi lesz
veliink?! —tétovaztunk lebénulva.

Elindultunk  megoldast keresni.  Szinte
minden helybéli gyiilekezet nemet mondott, jollehet
megmozditottunk mindent. Még piispoki intervenciot

Folytatas a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrol

is bevetettiink. De a gondviselés kdzbeszolt, amikor
a kilatastalansagot Istenre biztuk. Es O cselekedett!

Mi  missziosgyiilekezet  vagyunk.  Sok
tagunk amerikai gyiilekezet tagja is. Egyik hiiséges
kettds tagsagu testvériink megemlitette a helybéli
presbiteridnus egyhdz lelkészének megszoritott
allapotunkat. Egy héten beliil megérkezett a valasz:
Nemcsak a templomot haszndlhatjuk, de kiilon
helyiséget is biztositottak vasarnapi iskolanknak.
Aggddd kérdésiinkre, hogy mi szegények vagyunk s
nincs fedezetlink piaci bérlési dijat fizetni, a lelkész
igy valaszolt: “A mi segitségliink nem pénzfiiggd!
Jaruljanak hozza annyival, amennyit koltségvetésiik
megenged.” - Vow!

Gondvisel6 Jo Atyank Van! Cselekedni nehéz
helyzetekben hittel kell, hogy a megoldas Isten
kezében legyen. Es O cselekszik! - Jaliusban mar az
Uj helyen tartottunk istentisztelet. Soli Deo Gloria!

Uj cimiink: 6135 Beechwood Ave., Sarasota,
FL 34231 (Pine Shores Presbyterian Church abérelt
templomunk neve).

Szeretettel hivunk és varunk mindenkita 2021.
oktober 3-1 magyar nyelvii évnyitd istentiszteletlinkre.
Reményeink szerint a Vasarnapi Iskola is megkezdheti
majd az 0j tanévet. (Tovabbi informacidk hamarosan.)
Ko6szonjiik Szilagyi-Mueller Trudi, Pataky Magda, Ft.
dr. Krasznai Csaba plispdk ur, és nem utolsé sorban
Rev. Karen Wismer presbiterianus lelkésznd onzetlen
segitséget.

Ft. Bodor Péter Pal

B B B B

i & e 7

Ft. Bodor Péter Pal igét hirdet a Presbzterzanus
Egyhaz altal biztositott uj templomban
EZ AZ A NAP g
Vajon az  EZ AZ A NAP megalmodoi
gondoltak-e a kezdetek kezdetén, hogy 20 év mulva
ez az alkalom lesz a magyar keresztény vilag

legrangosabb, legnagyszabasiibb Osszejovetele? En
azt hiszem igen.

OO

Hitték, remélték, nem adtdk fel. Csak
igy lehetett idaig eljutni, kitartdan végigharcolni
mindazt, ami ebben a 20 évben szembejott veliik,
mind a személyes életiikben, mind a hivatasukban.
Nagyon meghatédtam, hogy hossza évek utan Ujra
eljutottunk az EZ AZ A NAP-ra és bar a tomegbdl
senkit nem ismertem, a szervezdket régi baratként
idvozolhettem. Hisz mi tobb, mint 20 éve ismerjiik
egymast. Rengeteg minden belefért ezekbe az évekbe,
tanultunk, dolgoztunk, hazasok lettiink, gyerekeink
sziilettek —s6t van, akinek mar ki is repiiltek—,
elkoltoztiink, (j munkat talaltunk, az élet vitt minket
a sz€lrézsa minden irdnyaba. Mégis, amin igazan
meghatodtam az az volt, hogy ugyanazzal az 6rommel,
bizalommal, hittel dleltiik 4t egymast, osztottuk meg a
gondolatainkat, mint annak idején.

Ennek egyetlen magyardzata az, hogy
ugyanarra az alapra épitettiik az életiinket. S jottek a
szelek, viharok, van, akinek tobb is, mint masnak, de
nem ingott meg az Istenre épitett élete. Majd jottek
megprobaltatasok, nehézségek, de el is mentek,
mert nem birtak a kosziklara alapozott hittel. Ezt
lattam én ott benniink, ezt hallottam ki a szavaikbol,
torténeteikbol.

Isten aldja, erdsitse, vezesse Oket, hogy ne
faradjanak bele, ne égjenek ki a rengeteg utazasban,
programok eldkészitésében, a hangszerek, hangfalak,
mindenféle eszk6zok pakoldsaban, mindabban, amit
mi nem latunk mennyire sok €s nehéz munka lehet
tobb ezer ember szamara biztositani.

2022-re még nagyobb almuk van az EZ AZ
A NAP szervezdinek. Megkdzelitéleg 50 ezer embert
varnak jalius 23-4n a Puskds Arénaba, rengeteg
keresztény eldéaddval.

Ha Magyarorszagon leszel azon a napon, ne
hagyd ki!

Krasznai Beata

Csiszer LaszIlo dicsoites vezetovel Krasznai Joel,
Rahel és Olivia a Varkert Bazarban
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Peter Pal Bodor, Auxiliary Bishop
19157 NW 23" Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center
and Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csitha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j- Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rozsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

c. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA
Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.
Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Keérjiik, hogy adomadnyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Gergely

Rev. Tibor Kiraly, Synod Treasurer
80 Cartwright Street PH E, Bridgeport, CT 06604
Tel: (973) 653-7052

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-488-7882

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Bodor Péter Pal
19157 NW 23" Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum
¢s Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 1) templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak rd Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” arvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

b. Csap: “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tamogatdsara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
c. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek és
evangélizacios kozpont {6 épililete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkasai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédidja. Elore
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyo: A Reformatus Egyhazkézség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.
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INSURANCE THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

At GBU Life, we specialize in life insurance and annuity products to protect families and anchor retirements.
Yet, we do things differently than most insurance providers.

We don't have shareholders. We don't have clients. Instead, we have members—members who come to GBU
Life to secure their futures, build their legacies and impact the communities around them.

From the start, GBU Life has been member-owned and member-driven. As a not-for-profit company, we
emphasize value—and values. Our members can realize their financial protection goals and give back to
people and causes that matter most to them.

READY TO FIND OUT MORE? CONTACT ONE OF YOUR LOCAL
GBU DISTRICT 3000 REPRESENTATIVES:

New Jersey
Rev. Martin 848-240-1028

Pennsylvania
Joseph Fabri  724-843-6162

Ohio
Mark Sowick  330-323-5386

GBU-BRAND-AD-0521
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235




The pandemic has changed our lives
/ in so many ways. One thing it hasn't
p changed is our commitment to serving

our members, our Hungarian heritage
and the greater community.
[t's a promise our founders made
in 1886, and it's one we
. intend to keep, for
S Years to come.

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
(412) 231-2979 ¢ www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife




