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God Has a Purpose with You

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey,
who called his servants and entrusted his wealth
to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to
another two bags, and to another one bag, each
according to his ability”

(Matthew 25:14-15 NIV).

“I press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 3:14 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

/] What is the use of living
when you have no purpose?
The good news is that God has
a purpose for our lives, and He
helps us to fulfill it.

The first and most
important, as we look at and
examine the purposes in our lives,
is that God has a purpose with you. It is particularly
important to have purpose in your life. Why? Because
when you have purpose then your life goes to a
specific direction. By this you will know where you
are headed.

The second important aspect regarding

purposes is that fulfilling the plan of God and acting on

His purposes bring blessings into our lives. However,
many people afraid of God’s purposes because they

think that His plan will not be beneficial for their
lives. However, the Lord’s plan and purpose for our
lives bring positive and good things. In His word the
Lord promises this: “For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’”
(Jer.29:11).

The third important aspect is that once we
realized what God’s purpose is then we should live
accordingly. If we live according to the Lord’s plan,
we will not waste our life. The key to our happiness
on earth is finding our purpose in life. The way to
inner peace is not doing the series of some mystical or
transcendent practices but realizing and focusing on
the plan of God. The key to success, in every area of
our life, is fulfilling those purposes the Lord has given
us.

Have you ever asked questions like: Why were
you born into this world? What is God’s purpose for
your life?



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Once Jesus told a story about that the heavenly
Father has a plan for our lives. The story is about
a man who went on a trip. Before he left, he called
his servants and gave them money to invest for him,
while he was gone. Servants in Jesus’ days were given
a great amount of responsibility and authority. Have
you seen the movie Ben Hur? Those who have seen it,
probably remember that Ben Hur had a servant who
went to another country to invest money and goods for
his master and after coming back he gave a report on
the big profit. Ben Hur appreciated his servant’s great
work and commitment.

In the story the three servants were partners in
the business of their lord. They were entrusted with
big responsibilities, and they had to be faithful to
accomplish them. Jesus was telling with all this that
He has made us partners in His work. The greatest
purpose for our lives is to work with Him in this
world. He made us to know Him, to be like Him, to
serve Him, and to live like He lived. Christ wants us to
use those resources, talents, and abilities He gave us to
make a difference in this world. If we study the Bible
or we look back at history, we may find that God has
always entrusted people with work and ministry.

Having a comfortable and easy life is not the
goal, although we long for it many times. However,
living comfortably should not be the purpose of our
lives. After a while we may get bored and do things
that will not be beneficial at all. God, however, has a
job for us while we are here on earth.

I found a nice poem written by Donna Hendrix
that is about the Lord’s purpose for us. The title is
God's Purpose For You by Donna Hendrix.

God’s Purpose For You

You will meet many good Christians
as through life you trod
But that doesn’t mean
they’re living for the purpose of God
God certainly wants us to do good works
But His plan for us, we must not shirk

We must learn from Jonah,
that from God we can’t run
He will have His way when all is said and done
We must learn to obey God’s purposeful will
That His plans for us; we will fulfill

We must stop making excuses
for the things we do not want to do
Stop being apathetic and losing sight of what’s true
Jonah whined about the loss of his gourd
While other’s problems, he ignored

God wants us to look in the mirror
and see a reflection of His Son
Not the image of someone,
who from God is on the run
He wants your faith and unending dedication
In helping the lost to receive their salvation!

Dear brother and sister, the Lord Jesus has a
plan for your life. The question is: Are you willing to
fulfill His purposes?

Yours in Christ,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

Source:
thttps://www.christart.com/poetry/poem/2669

r.\

"For I know the plans I have for
E%@%, declares the LORD‘*'-plans o

Disciple — Apostle — Evangelist

Scripture reading: Matthew 18:15-18.
Text: “‘My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples.”” John 15:8.

Our life is constantly changing in many ways;
and, you should be the judge as to whether the changes
are for better or for worse. Our behavior, activities,
and relationships in the church as well as our spiritual
life are changing also. We cannot generalize but the
trend is there. Let us observe ourselves from three
viewpoints that of the DISCIPLE — the APOSTLE —
the EVANGELIST.

JESUS OFTEN CALLED HIS FOLLOWERS
DISCIPLES. This word has a Latin origin. This word
DISCIPLE has at least three stipulations:

1. There is a master from whom the disciples

learn.

2. They should not only follow but also obey

the master.

3. The disciples should work together since
they have the same goals and the same master.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

The word DISCIPLE has a derivative:
DISCIPLINE. We know its meaning as do the
school students. However we may ask: what about
discipline in the church? Is it necessary? Let us see
what our MASTER has to say in this respect? “‘If
another member of the church sins against you, go
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.
If the member listens to you, you have regained that
one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two
others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church...”” Matthew 18:15-17/a. Please read our
Scripture reading. Please ask your pastor, “Is church
discipline practiced today?” I just wish to mention
two questions and ask you to kindly think about them!

—Today who could say: “YOU ARE A GOOD
CHRISTIAN"? Do the pastors say it about some or all
of the church members? And, do the church members
say it about the ministers?

— “MISTAKES WERE MADE.” Who should
be corrected-the church members or the pastors or
both? Who has the authority to find fault with others?
How many of us are perfect? APOSTLE this word
comes from the Greek language and its original
meaning is one who is sent. If we read the Bible we
find that our MASTER CALLS and SENDS us.

— He calls us: ““COME TO ME, all you that
are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and 1 will
give you rest.”” Matthew 11:28.

— He also sends us: “‘GO therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them 1in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.””
Matthew 28:19.

Are we good disciples obeying our master
and also are we good apostles? Should Christ
DISCIPLINE His sent followers (apostles) if they
ignore His teaching and/or instructions? Is it easy to
be a missionary today? Is preaching and witnessing
to our faith totally safe nowadays? Oftentimes,
martyrdom is not for “modern” man.

EVANGELIST and the verb from which this
originates is “evangelidzo” and it means to proclaim
glad tidings, Luke 2:10. The noun of this verb is:
“evangelion” that is good news, gospel. According
to Apostle Paul: “The gifts he (Jesus) gave were
that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers.” Ephesians
4:11. Apostle Paul instructed Timothy in this way:
“As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.”
2 Timothy 4:5. Are we as dedicated today as Apostle

Paul and Timothy were? Are the people interested
in two-thousand year old “good news?” Can we
make preference between the two “S”-es: Sport
or Spirituality? Which one has better attendance:
Stadium or Sanctuary? Which one is more common:
Saints or Sinners? What is more important for the
“liberated” man: Salvation or Science? What is more
attractive: Sacred or Secular?

For the disciples, apostles, and evangelists this
is the highest goal to proclaim: “There is salvation in
no one else (but in Jesus Christ), for there is no other
name under heaven given among mortals by which
we must be saved.” Acts of Apostles 4:12.

Rev. Alexander Jalso

A Confrontation in Church
Text: Mark 1:21-28

In the gospel reading, according to St. Mark,
the first public act of Jesus’ ministry is to go to church.
To the synagogue, the Hebrew church. He enters a
Capernaum synagogue and begins teaching. He heals
a man of demonic possession.

When we go to church are we expectant about
meeting Jesus? He’s been showing up for a good long
time—in Capernaum and in your community. We
expect to see the regular folk and the preacher but how
about Jesus? When the prayer rises, do we look for
him? When the hymn soars, do we expect him? When
the Word takes voice and receives interpretation, do
we listen for his voice:

The phone rang one night. When you’re a
pastor you never know what to expect when the phone
rings.

“Hello,” I said.

“Is this the minister?”

“Yes,” I said, “one of them.”
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“I was just wondering what you think about
Ouija boards. Are they real?”

“Why would you ask me?” I said.

“Well, I just wondered what ministers think.”

“Ministers think a lot of things,” I said. “You
don’t know me from Adam. Why would you value my
opinion?”

“Well, I'd just like your opinion as one
minister,” he said.

“What do you think?” I asked.

“Well, I think there’s something to it, but some
of my buddies don’t think so. What do you think?”

“I think the whole things is without merit,” |
said.

“Thanks very much,” he said, hanging up.

Actually, young man, I do believe there
are other spirits abroad in the world. They inhabit
people. They take over people. Many of these spirits
are polluted. They exert tremendous power—as with
the man in the synagogue in our gospel story. The
inhabited person loses power to speak for himself or
herself. It’s their mouth, their larynx, their lungs, but
the demonic is on the loose.

Friends, Jesus still comes to church. He’s
other places as well, but when two or three gather in
his name, he is surely there. But, as in that ancient
synagogue, the demons show up as well. How do they
get there? Are they lurking in some corner? No. The
demonic walks in when we walk in. When we go to
church the demons lurk even in that sacred space.
Churches differ quite a bit. In some churches you’ll
be made to feel guilty regularly. In others, everything
will be described as good, bright, and wonderful,
including all present. The service in our text serves as
a corrective. Christ was there. The power of evil was
there also. This is reality.

Then comes the confrontation. Jesus teaches
with divine authority. Then the powers of darkness cry
aloud, “What have we to do with you, Jesus? Don’t
come on our turf. Go away.”

The confrontation. The convulsion,
exorcism. The healing. Then the peace.

Friends, do you go to the Lord’s house? The
Lord is present there. In the bread and the cup we are
reminded of him. The elements re-present him. He
says, “This is my sacrifice broken and poured out for
you. Eat. Drink. Receive me.”

And the powers of darkness howl, scream,
avoid, rationalize, and before the winds of faith, flee.

The demonic still shows up in church: In
sexual exploitation. In greedy behavior. In power
plays. In failure to accept each one equally.

Friends, our lives exist as a battleground where

The

the Holy One of God and powers of darkness clash.
And we align ourselves with one or the other. And for
our lives and for the church it makes all the difference.

Are there demons to be exorcised in our
churches? The Word and the Spirit of Christ are there.
Will we drag our demons kicking and screaming into
the place where the power of Christ can confront them
and drive them away? Your sanctuary may be that
place. This season may be the time.

In the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, one God, world to its end. Amen.

Rev. Dr. David B. Bowman

JESUS

Came to

destroy the
4 works of
the devil

{ 1 John 3:8

Be Reasonable, Do It My Way

Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 12:21-13:1-13.

Text: “But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show
you a still more excellent way.” 1 Corinthians 12:31;
and, Jesus said: “‘I am the way, and the truth, and the
life.”” John 14:6.

The two verses mentioned in our text are
connected through one word: “WAY.” The word
“way” could be used in different sentences, for
instance, the road we travel on: “highway, parkway,”
or a procedure, system, trend: “do it in this way,” or it
could mean quantity or excess: “it is way too much.”
Apostle Paul used this expression to introduce the
love chapter (1 Cor. 13) with these words: “‘I will
show you a still more excellent way.’” The synonyms
of the word WAY could denote approach, method,
procedure.

THERE ARE SEVERAL USES OF THE
WORD “WAY” IN OUR LIVES: LOGICAL
WAY, EMOTIONAL WAY, SPIRITUAL WAY,
PRACTICAL WAY, ETC. (Frank Sinatra sang: “...I
did it my way!”)

Under no circumstances do we wish to get

Continued on Page 6
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involved in a very touchy, sensitive, divisive,
complicated, existential, and long-debated issue,
namely abortion. You are entitled to your opinion and
conviction. We simply, humbly, and tactfully ask: in
addition to the issue of abortion, are there other views,
or ways, or challenges to save lives? Often one issue is
overemphasized while the other is neglected. Indirectly
or directly there are problems that are life-threatening
and life-extinguishing.

Scientists and professionals have mentioned
(not too often) that the whole world is facing a great
problem: “POPULATION EXPLOSION” ak.a.
womb boom. Several million people are added yearly to
the population of the U.S.A. (immigrants for instance).
How long will we have sufficient amounts of food,
water, and fuel worldwide? Soon the baby boomers
will be old enough to require more and more medical
care due to their  age-related problems. Will there be
sufficient financial support for Medicare? What is the
solution: war, nuclear bombing, pandemic, starvation,
uprising or revolution, secret poisoning of the masses?
Those who care, prepare! What preventive measures
are the governments planning to stop overpopulation?
Is family planning one of the solutions? Do only
abortions kill, starvation and wars do not?

The other important and unsolved “life-
wasting” problem is: CRIME (and its effects on public
safety). How many people are killed on the streets of
big cities? Because of drug related confrontation, gang
rivalry, or poverty many face a hopeless future. (No
money, no car, no job). Will there be social unrest
because some barely can make ends meet and a few
are not only millionaires but also billionaires? If we are
so concerned about the unborn babies why are we so
complacent about the victims of criminals? How often
do we hear about shootings on the TV? What can the
judicial system and the law enforcement do? Do you
dare to keep your doors unlocked when you are not
home? You need a special permit to carry a gun; do the
criminals possess this permission? How strict or lenient
should our laws be? What could be the solution: more
education, higher moral standards, better social justice,
and more concerned leaders?

In biblical times the social structure, the
judicial system, and the economical conditions were
totally different from ours, however, social issues,
moral obligations, and human treatments were
already important as Apostle Paul mentioned it to
the Ephesians: “Servants, be obedient unto them that
according to the flesh are your masters, with fear and
trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;
not in the way of eye service, as men-pleasers; but as

servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
heart; with good will doing service, as unto the Lord,
and not unto men: knowing that whatsoever good
thing each one doeth, the same shall he receive again
from the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, ye
masters, do the same things unto them, and forbear
threatening: knowing that he who is both their Master
and yours is in heaven, and there is no respect of
persons with him.” Ephesians 6:5-9. (The Holy Bible,
American Standard Version, Ed.1.)

Rev. Alexander Jalso

THE

AND THE

OBITUARY
Mr. Julius Edward Bihary
August 31, 1926 - November 17, 2021

I Julius Edward
Bihary, age 95, of
Chardon, passed away
: November 17, 2021, at
L his home.

Born  August
31, 1926, in Fairport
Harbor to John and Julia
| (nee Gyure) Bihary, he
had been a lifelong area
resident. Ed served in the
U.S. Navy at the end of
World War II. Upon returning home from the war, he
married Genevieve Tomak. Ed was a Final Quality
Control Inspector for the Terex Road Machinery
Company.

Survivorsinclude his children, Dennis (Nancy)
Bihary, of Chardon, and Susan (Mark) Zarachowicz,
of Chardon; grandchildren, Sharon (Darin) Gesse,
of Farmington Hills, Mich., Keith (Shirley) Bihary,
of Madison, Stephen (Abigail) Bihary, of Bowling
Green, Jill Zarachowicz Nelson, of Hiram, Diane
(Brian) Riley, of Farmington Hills, Mich., Audrey
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Zarachowicz, of Chardon, Adam (Valerie) Bihary,
of Wheaton, Ill.; great-grandchildren, Thomas,
Alexander and Jack Bihary, of Madison, Megan and
Madilen Gesse, of Farmington Hills, Mich., Analisa,
Avalyn and Adeline Bihary, of Bowling Green, Aiden
Nelson, of Hiram, Anna, Kyle, Paul and Cara Riley,
of Farmington Hills, Mich., Mila, Lilliana and Samuel
Bihary, of Wheaton, Ill.; and brother Robert Bihary,
of Oviedo, Fla.; and companion of 20 years, Grace
Shupp, of Concord.

He was preceded in death by his parents;
spouse, Genevieve “Jenny” (nee Tomak) Bihary; and
siblings Julia Sabo, John Bihary and Joseph Bihary.
A private funeral ceremony will be held at Chardon
Municipal Cemetery.

Source:
https://www.geaugamapleleaf.com/obituaries/julius-
edward-bihary/

and no one dies for ones
For if we live, we live for the'Lord,

and if we die, we die for the Lord;
so then, whether we live or
we are the Lord’s. -

Q

OO

Congregational Sharings
Final Tag Sale at Bessemer Center

on October 23, 2021
United Church of Christ of Bridgeport, CT

In 1974 with the building of the Bessemer
Center Hall nearing completion, our church began
holding tag sales to raise funds to help pay the
mortgage down. Donations came in from all around
including from our dedicated members. In 1975, the
first Arts and Crafts show was held in the main hall.
It paved the way for the annual Flea Markets. Spring
and Fall Flea Markets, Arts & Crafts Shows, Holiday
Fairs, and many summer and winter Tag Sales were
held over the years. There were dealers who rented
spaces in the main hall, the kitchen which sold kolbasz
and roast beef sandwiches along with cabbage and
noodles, the kolb4sz making, the bake sales including
delicious kaldcs and kifli, (nut rolls, small cookies)
and more, the stuffed cabbage room, and of course the
entire second floor tag sale known as the “Department
Store.” Throughout the years, many members and
helpers worked tirelessly to organize, prepare,

OO

&

and to do whatever it took to hold these events. We
are grateful and thankful for all those workers, many
names which are not listed so as not to leave someone
out. Except for one: Barbara Poruban, who as chair of
these events, dedicated a lifetime to this work. Words
cannot describe her efforts in making these events such
great successes. A lot of funds were raised to benefit the
mission of our church. The community also benefited
and appreciated these events. It provided needed
clothing and goods at affordable prices for those who
supported. And Hungarian foods that helped keep
some cultural traditions alive not only for Hungarians
but for non-Hungarians as well. Our last large Flea
Market was held on November 18, 2017. In 2018, we
continued with the second-floor tag sales, bake sales,
and kolbasz making. In 2020, we suspended all events
due to the covid19 pandemic. In 2021, we resumed the
tag sales with the last one held on October 23. After
47 years, the Department Store has closed. Thanks to
all those over the years for their dedicated work. Great
Job!

Jim Ballas
Chief Elder

Some of the workers at the event:

L

¥

¥

Barbara Poruban and Klara Barabas
Continued on Page 8
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Continued from Page 7 R R
, : Historic Bell was Found

at the Heritage Church, UCC
of Davison, Michigan

The Heritage congregation discovered the
original bell from the first Hungarian Reformed
building in Flint. This bell was hung in the 1917
Hungarian church building on Campau and St. John’s
in Flint.

We discovered it hidden in the shed. We have
been blessed with a visit from a large skid steer and
moved it from permanent storage out to the sidewalk
by the parking lot. It’s large, 30’ diameter, and weighs
in the area of 750 lbs. We just finished pouring a
permanent concrete pad for the bell and perhaps
later a small gazebo to shelter it. We will mount it
on a cement slab in the north/south center line of the
sanctuary just off the parking lot. Eventually there
will be a small stand-alone lean to shelter to protect it
from direct weather. That will be in the spring.

We are gathering history on the original dates
of purchase and installation site and will also provide
a brief history plaque to be attached inside the lean to
cover.

We are blessed with our traditions and history
as well as our future.

i 3 \ N

Patt Lilya and Sandy Stasko Rev. Jim Offrink

The
Historic
Bell

“I am so thankful =
for the church
bells. A reminder

of God s calling to
bring us closer

to Him.”

~ Laura D Field

Leah Dobi and Barbd;a Gergely
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The Nebulo Hungarian Language
School’s Trip to Washington D.C.

One of our biggest events in the Nebulo
Hungarian Language School’s life is our annual, fall
trip to Washington D.C.

Two years ago we were blessed to see so many
interesting exhibitions in the Capitol City of America.
In the U.S. Capitol we visited the statue of Lajos
Kossuth and also most of the museums and historical
places of Washington D.C.

The students were disappointed last year,
because we had to cancel the trip due to the pandemic,
so they were extra excited that we could travel in
2021.

The students of the Nebulo Hungarian Language
School and their parents at the Kossuth statue
in the US Capitol in 2019

We spent the first day at Mount Vernon.
“George  Washington’s  half-brother = Lawrence
inherited the Little Hunting Creek Plantation from
his father in 1743. Lawrence changed the name of
the estate to Mount Vernon after Admiral Edward
Vernon, his old commander from the British Navy.”!
In the morning we visited the Mansion and also
the tombs, the final resting place, of George and
Martha Washington. We learned that: “His last
will outlined his desire to be buried at home at
Mount Vernon. Washington additionally made
provisions for a new brick tomb to be constructed
after his death, which would replace the original yet
quickly deterioratingfamily burial vault. In 1831,
Washington’s body was transferred to the new tomb,
along with the remains of Martha Washington and
other family members. Today, the gently wooded
enclosure that surrounds the Washington’s final
resting place is a lovely, fitting space to pay homage
to the Father of Our Country and the first First Lady.”

The tour guide shared with us that the Mansion

and the estate are in the private hands of 22 wealthy
American Ladies, one of them is from Ohio.

The students and their parents at the Mansion of
President George and Martha Washington
at Mount Vernon

In the afternoon we went to see some of the
most beautiful buildings in downtown Washington
D.C. We visited the National Museum of Natural
History and walked around the White House and
the Capitol. After a cold but very nice day the whole
group was ready to sit down together for a dinner at
Panera Bread.

On the second day we continued to visit more
places. First we went to the Arlington Cemetery and
visited President Kennedy’s grave. Then we walked
around and tried to find Hungarians. Based on the
cemetery’s website many Hungarians were buried in
the Arlington Cemetery.

After the students learned about historical
places and famous people they needed some fun. So
we visited the Zoo, and we all loved it.

Before we left Washington D.C., we went back
to the Mall and walked up on the stairs to the Lincoln
Memorial. On the way back to our cars we saw the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the statue of Albert
Einstein.

We are very thankful for this experience. Our
children learned a lot about history and to pay respects
to the fallen heroes. They had a chance to see a bit
from the past and get some ideas on how to plan their
own future.

Beata Krasznai

Source:
Thttps://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/10-
facts-about-george-washingtons-mount-vernon/
https://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/the-
tombs/

Continued on Page 10
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At the Lincoln Memorial

The First, but Not the Last Saint
Nicholas Day at the First Hungarian
Reformed Church in Walton Hills

“If December 6", when we celebrate St.
Nicholas Day, is on Monday we must have a real
Saint Nicholas in our church the day before”, said one
of our Sunday School teachers and we immediately
started to organize a new event in the church. We
decided to surprise our Sunday school children and
the students of the Nebulo Hungarian Language
School and invited a real Saint Nicholas for Sunday
morning.

All of our children knew about and loved this
tradition, but rarely met St. Nicholas or, as we call
him in Hungarian, Mikulas on December 6. On Saint
Nicholas Day, the children wait for Saint Nicholas to
come and put a gift in their boots that is placed on
the windowsill, if they were good during the year.
Children who behaved badly may expect to find a
twig in their boots. So we encouraged them to clean
their boots after they went home from church, and put
the boots on the windowsill.

The children were very excited when Saint
Nicholas arrived to our church. He had a huge bag on

his shoulder and it seemed very heavy. St. Nicholas
sat down next to the beautiful Christmas tree in our
church’s Bethlen Hall. The children sat down around
him and they sang a song to him. Then Santa opened
his bag and gave a little gift to each and every child.
Unfortunately he could not stay long but it was just
enough to make our children’s life more joyful.
See you Saint Nicholas in 2022!

Participati children on the Saint Nicholas Day at
our church’s Bethlen Hall

The Prayer of Dr. Albert Ladanyi Synod Presbyter
for our Synod and the new Conference Council

Dear Lord, as the Conference Council embarks
on its journey to secure the future of the Calvin Synod
and its members, please give us the foresight, the
strength and the wisdom to make the best decisions. It
is with you, Christ our Lord, that we stay positive and
steadfast. Help keep our armor strong and resilient.
Mold us in your likeness so that we, in turn, may do
your bidding. Lord, we are here to carry your cross
through to the uplifting of the Calvin Synod. AMEN.
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Istennek célja van veled

, Mert ugy van ez, mint amikor egy idegenbe
késziilo ember hivatta szolgdait, és rdjuk bizta
vagyondt. Az egyiknek adott ot talentumot, a
masiknak kettot, a harmadiknak pedig egyet,
kinek-kinek képessége szerint.”
(Mate 25:14-15)

., Egyet teszek: ami mégottem van, azt elfelejtve,
ami pedig elottem van, annak nekifesziilve futok
egyenest a cél felé, Isten mennyei elhivasanak
Krisztus Jézusban adott jutalmaért.”
(Filippi 3:14)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gytilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

S Mi értelme van az
¢életlinknek, ha nincs célunk? A
jo hir, hogy Istennek célja van
az ¢életiinkkel, és O meg is tudja
mutatni, hogy azt betolthessiik.

Az elsé és legfontosabb
a célok vizsgalataval
kapcsolatban az, hogy felismerd,
Istennek terve van _veled.
Nagyon fontos, hogy legyen célkitiizésed az életben.
Miért? Azért, mert ha van célod, akkor az életednek
van egy adott tirdnya. Tudod, merre tartasz.

A masodik fontos szempont a célokkal
kapcsolatban, hogy Isten tervének a betdltése, az O
céljainak megcselekvése aldast hoz az életiinkbe.
Azonban sokakban felmeriil az a félelem ¢és azt
gondoljak, hogy Isten terve biztosan nem jo az
¢letiikre nézve. Azt mondjak: ,,Tartok attol, hogy
olyan dolgokat kell megcsinalnom, amik nem lesznek
jok a szdmomra.” Azonban Isten terve, célja az
életiinkre nézve mindig pozitiv és jo dolog. Igéjében
ezt igéri:/,, ...csak én tudom, mi a tervem veletek - igy
sz0l az UR -: békességet és nem romlast tervezek, és
remeényteljes jovot adok nektek.” (Jer.29:11)

A harmadik fontos szempont, ha megértettiik,
mi Isten célja az életiinkre nézve, akkor éljiink is a
szerint. Ha Isten terve szerint ¢liink, akkor nem
fecséreljiik el az ¢életiinket. Foldi boldogsagunk
¢s boldogulasunk kulcsa az, hogy megtalaljuk a
végcélunkatebbenazéletben. Aztabelsd békességhez
nem valami misztikus, transzcendentalis praktikak,
gyakorlatok sorozata, hanem az hogy felismerjiik a
céljainkat. A siker pedig abban teljesedik ki —az élet
minden teriiletén—, hogy betdltjiik azt a tervet, amit az
Uristen szamunkra adott.

Megfogalmazodott mar benned az a kérdés,
hogy miért sziilettél bele ebbe a vilagba? Mi Isten
akarata az ¢leteddel?

Jézus egyszer egy torténetet mondott, azzal
kapcsolatosan, hogy a mennyei Atyanak terve van az
¢letiinkkel. A torténet egy emberrdl szol, aki hossza
utra indult. De miel6tt elment volna, magahoz hivatta
szolgéit és mindegyiknek pénzt adott, hogy azt
fektessék be szdmara addig, amig tavol van. A hazi
szolgak Jézus napjaiban nagy feleldsséggel voltak
megbizva. Latta mar valaki a Ben Hur cimi filmet?
Akik lattak, talan emlékeznek arra, hogy Ben Hurnak
volt egy szolgdja, aki éppen visszatért egy hosszu
utrol. Gazdaja pénzét fektette be és sokat nyert az
tizleteken. Visszatérve ura hazdhoz éppen ezekrdl a
nagy anyagi sikerekrdl szamolt be. Ben Hur nagyon
értékelte szolgdja elkotelezettségét, megbizhatdsagat,
munkajat.

A torténetben szerepld harom szolga is
szervesen részt vett ura tlizleti vallalkozasaiban. Nagy
feleldsség bizatott rajuk, amelyet hiiségesen kellett
elvégezniiik. Jézus mindezzel azt mondta ki, hogy
O tarsainak tekint minket az O munkajéban. Eletiink
legfébb célja, hogy vele egyiitt munkélkodjunk ebben
a vilagban. Azért teremtett, hogy megismerjiik Ot,
hogy olyanna valjunk, mint O, hogy Ot szolgaljuk, és
nigy is éljiink, mint ahogyan O élt. Krisztus azt akarja,
hogy haszndljuk azokat a forrasokat, talentumokat,
képességeket, amik pozitiv moddon valtozasokat

Folytatas a 12. oldalon
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hozhatnak ennek a vildgnak az ¢letébe. Ha
tanulmanyozzuk a Bibliat, vagy megnézzik a
torténelmet, akkor meglathatjuk, hogy Isten mindig
megbizott embereket munkaval és szolgalattal.

Kényelmesen, gondtalanul élni, az nem cél
ebben az ¢letben, akdrmennyire akarjuk is. Az, hogy
kényelmes életet €liink, az nem életcél. Abba nemcsak
bele lehet unni, de rossz irdnyba viheti az embert.
Isten azonban fontos munkéval akar megbizni, amig
itt vagyunk ezen a foldon.

Gyokossy  Endre  reformatus  lelkész,
pszichologus igy ir a célokkal kapcsolatban A Hidépito
ciml konyvében:

,Mi is a biin? A gorég szo forditasa azt
jelenti: celt téveszteni. Valamikor nagyon draga
volt a nyilvesszé. Szamon kérték a légionariustol az
ellott és a feleslegesen elpattant nyilvesszot is. Ha
nem talalt, jaj neki. — Mi is a biin? Célt tévesztett
életek, akik nem talalnak célba, pedig Isten ezt akarja
veliink. Meg is adta az életiink céljat, mindenkinek a
magaét. Eletiink egyik értelme, hogy megtaldljuk, mi
életiink specialis szolgalata? Mindenkinek van valami
specialis, csak ora szabott célja, akarmilyen kicsi is:
egy dallam, gyermek, oregember, férj, feleség, egy
Jjo szo, egy szolgalat, simogatds. Ne mondja senki,
hogy 6ra nem bizatott valami. Az orgondban vannak
pici kis sipok és nagyok is, de a kicsi sipocskdaknak is
megvan az értelme. Nélkiiliik nem egész, nem teljes ez
a csodalatos hangszer.

Igen, minket Megvaltonk céltalan életiinkbol
akar megvaltani. Isten Jézust adta nekiink, hogy legyen
célunk, példaul egy paranyzt olyanna valni, mint O
Egy kicsit az O labnyomdn Jjarni, ugy szeretni, mint 0,
ugy tudni megbocsatani, mint O. Annyi szentségesen
szent cél, amit csak az O Lényében adott elénk az
Isten!”’

Kedves testvérem, az Ur Jézusnak terve van az
¢leteddel. A kérdés az, hogy kész vagy-e betdlteni azt
a célt, amit O szamodra adott?

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba
Forras:
'Gyokossy Endre: A Hidépité. Szent Gellért Kiado és
Nyomda, Budapest.

ar:- e
@@ HVEZE
és remenyteljes m@iﬁﬂl&w
((J@I’ﬂﬂ))

B.U.E.K. — de mit is jelent?

Ha az ember ezt a roviditést latja, akkor
legtobbszor egy vidam szilveszter-esti képre gondol.
Deriis emberek az utcan, hegyes sapkaban, trombitat
fajva, vagy éppen pezsgvel koccintva. Es lelkesen
koszontik egymast: ,BUEK... BUEK... Boldog Uj
Evet Kivanok!” Kevesebb gonddal, egy picikét talan
tobb 6rommel. Aztan vannak sz€p szdmmal komoly,
gyakorld keresztyenek, akik —leleményesen—kitalaltak
egy masik megoldast: mondjuk azt, hogy a B. UEK.
ennek a roviditése: Bizd Ujra Eletedet Krisztusra!
Mindkét mondat helyes: nem baj, ha boldog —vagy
boldogabb— évet varunk és kivanunk egymasnak,
¢s az sem baj, megujitjuk ¢életliink Krisztusba vetett
bizalmat. Hiszen sok minden valtozhat 2021-ben,
de egy megmarad: Isten kibeszélhetetlen szeretete,
amelyet Jézus Krisztus foldre jottében mutatott meg.

Iszonyatos dolgok torténtek az elmult évben
— sok nagyszeri dolog mellett. Millionyi aldozatot
szedett a Covid-19 nevi rém, és csaladok alltak
gyaszruhaban a karacsonyfa alatt. Aztan voltak am
haboruk, sok szenvedéssel és véraldozattal. Emellett
volt az a rengeteg blintett, amit nem kellett volna
elkovetni. Olyan biintettek is voltak am, hogy anyak
megolték meg nem sziiletett gyermekeiket, vagy
sziilok bedobtdk a kicsit az arvahdzba, esetleg a
mar ,,nem kivanatos” Oreget az Oreg-otthonba, amit
Magyarorszagon valami iszonyu szoval ,,elfekvOnek”
hivnak — kisérteties népi zsargonnal. Es vannak olyan
ddzsol6 gazdagok, akiknél nem az a baj, hogy sok a
vagyon, hanem az, hogy a kapujuk eldtt ¢hen halnak
korunk ,,lazarai.” Ezeket az utobbi cselekedeteket
nem biinteti a térvény, csak Isten atyai szive szakad
meg miattuk... Amikor fel is jegyzi 6ket egy nagy
konyvbe, hogy aztan ,,azon a bizonyos itéletnapon”
felolvassak majd emberek és angyalok elott.

Volt egyszer egy nagy koltd, ha jol emlékszem,
Jozset Attila volt a neve, aki megirta a ,,Kései sirato”
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cimi félelmetes verset. Tobb, mint masfél évtizeddel
édesanyija halala utan kesereg a mulasztasai felett. Es
azobta is jaj, de sokan siratjadk —késén— az elszalasztott
lehetdségeket. Az odanem adott,,poharhideg vizeket”,
vagy a meg nem tett beteglatogatasokat. Siratjdk az
elmaradt simogatast, a konnyek letorlését — amivel
sok vi gasztalast lehetett volna adni Isten teremtmenyel
szaméra. Es siratjak az eltékozolt éveket, amiket mi
mindenre fel lehetett volna felhasznélni. Nos, az 6
szamukra van egy B. U.E.K.—om.

BUEK = talan ezt is jelenthetné: ,,Bar Gjra
kezdhetném életem...” Nos, Gjrakezdeni sok mindent
mar nem lehet. Nem Vehetsz feleségiil mast, nem
mehetsz férjhez egy masikhoz... Nem tamaszthatsz
fel halott szeretteid koziil senkit... De mégis, mégis —
van egy reménysugar. Az, hogy a Mennyei Atya —az
Isten— ,,a masodik esélyek Istene.” Adott egy esélyt a
kereszten a latornak, vagy az 6t megtagad6 Péternek.
Es igen, Judas is kaphatott volna még egy esélyt, ha
a papok helyett a Megvaltohoz futott volna biinének
roskasztd sulyaval. Es jol ﬁgyeljuk meg: Jézus
Krisztus példazataban a gazda még a legutolso 6raban
is kimegy a munkaerd piacra a ,,haszontalanokért”, a
.SEMMIRE-KELLOKERT.” Igen, vannak dolgok,
amikben ,,elment a vonat”, elszallt az ifjusag, és nem
lehet visszacsinalni dolgokat.

Meégis: reménykedjetek! A ,Bar 1) életet
kezdhetnék™ siratot sok részletében meghallgatja az
Irgalom Ura. Még neked —¢s nekem-— is adott egy
lehetdséget. Lehet, hogy egy napot, vagy talan egy
egész évtizedet. Amit el lehet masképpen todlteni,
vagy —,,0j ¢letet” lehet kezdeni— isteni tartalommal,
céllal, értelemmel. Elni —Istenért, élni— masokért,
vagy ¢€lni egymasért. Nem, nem azt jelenti ez, hogy
teszek egy igértet, hogy azt mondja: ,,ez volt az utolso
pohar...” vagy ,.ez volt az utols6 szal cigaretta....”
Emberi fogadkozasok helyett borulj oda a Megvaltod
keresztje ald, sirasd el multad eltékozolt szakaszait,
vagy az egész eddigi elvesztegetett életedet, ¢s kérd
Isten bocsanatat, meg erejét a folytatéshoz Mert Isten
»bovelkedik a megbocsajtasban” és van Nala 1j €let-
kezdés. Igy legyen B.U.E.K. mindannyiunknak!

Nt. Dr. LaszIo Imre

-

A bolcsesség kezdete az Isten félelme

Mint gyakran emlitettem mar sokat tanulok
a gyerekekkel valdo beszélgetésekbdl. Gyakran
latjak olyan szemszogbdl a vilagot, amivel nekem
is Ujat mutatnak a Biblia torténetekbdl. Nemrég a
félelmekrdl beszélgettiink a gyerekekkel. Arrél, hogy
mit6l vagy mikor szoktak félni. Van olyan gyerek,
aki a kutyaktol fél, van, akinek az iskolai tesztektdl
gorcsol a gyomra. A legkisebbek azt valaszoltak, hogy
félnek elaludni a sotétben. De nemcsak a legkisebbek
félnek. A felndtteknek is rengeteg félelme van. So6t
van, hogy Istentdl félnek. Talan nem mindig ilyen
erés formaban jelenik meg ez az érzés, van, hogy
elfedjiik aggddassal vagy szorongassal, de idonként
mégis elétdr. Vajon miért van benne a Biblidban 365
alkalommal az, hogy “Ne f¢lj”. Miért nem az, hogy
szeress, Orllj, 1égy halas? S ez vajon azonos-e¢ azzal
a felszolitassal, ami szintén benne van a Bibliaban, és
ugyanazt a szot hasznalja ra, hogy “féld az Istent”.

A félelem sz6 mar alapbol negativ
gondolatokat és érzéseket okoz az emberben. Mégis
az egyik formajarol a Biblia pozitivan beszél.

Nem egyediil nekem vagy neked jut eszedbe
az, hogy ha valamit megteszel, amit nem kellene, akkor
majd Isten megbiintet érte. Vagy ha nem teszel meg
valamit, akkor annak biztosan negativ kovetkezménye
lesz. A félelmeink kialakuldsdban nagy szerepe van
az Istenrdl alkotott képnek. Az Istenképiink pedig
nagymértékben fligg attél, hogy milyen sziileink
voltak. Ok kozvetitették eldszor azt, hogy van feletted
valaki és valamilyen formaban egy hit vagy szabaly
rendszert adtak at. Ha csak ezt tették, akkor egy
szigoru rendszerben miikodod Istent ismerhettél meg.
Ha a szeretetiiket is kifejezték, akkor pozitivabb lesz
a gondolkozasod Istenrdl, mert a rendszer mellett
megteremtek a biztonsag, hala, jo érzés csirai is. A
manipulald, kovetel6z0, nagy elvardsokat tdmasztod
sziiloktdl pedig gyakran elmenekiil a gyerek, és Istent
is eltolja magatol.

Az az ember, aki igy nétt fel, érzékenyebb
lesz a Bibliabol is kihallani a negativumot. A
figyelmeztetések fenyegetésnek tlinnek fel eldtte, a
rendeletek parancsolgatasnak és a torvények kemény
itélkezésnek.

Mit kezdjiink hat a negativ félelmekkel? Mi
szabadit fel? Nem mads, mint az [stenfélelem. Egy sz0,
két teljesen kiillonbozd jelentéssel. Az Istenfélelem
tudason alapszik. A Prédikator azt mondja, hogy
a bolcsesség kezdete az Isten félelme. Van, aki ugy
gondolja, hogy az Istenfélelem az nem mas, mint
tisztelet. Szinte 0sszemosoddik a két sz6 jelentése, de

Folytatds a 14. oldalon
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fontos kiilon valasztani. A magyar Bibliadran
nemrég listat készitettlink arrol, hogy kit tekintlink
példaképnek ¢és miért. Kiemeltiik, hogy példaképpé
az valik, akire valamiért felnéziink. Része ennek
a tisztelet 1s, de mégis tobb. Benne van, hogy
csodaljuk valamiért, kiilonlegesnek tartjuk, szivesen
tartozkodunk a kozelében ¢és valamiféle modon
reménykediink, hogy egyszer mi is hasonloak lesziink
hozza. Ugyanakkor nem lepiink at egy hatart abban,
ahogy vele vagy rola beszEliink. A példaképpel nem
bizalmaskodunk. Megvalasztjuk mikor és hogyan
beszéliink vele. Ritkan keriiliink nagy ember vagy
példakép kozelébe. De ha igen, akkor nem meglepd,
ha nagy katarzist éliink at és megilletddve, esetleg
félszegen, félve, de drommel taldlkozunk vele.

Jézussal egyiitt jarva a tanitvanyok vagy
a koriilotte 1évo emberek szdmtalanszor megélik
ezt a pozitiv félelmet. Tobb helyen haszndlja ezt
a szot a Biblia: ,,Nagy félelem fogta el dket, és igy
szoltak egymdashoz: ’Ki ez, hogy a szél is, a tenger
is engedelmeskedik neki?’” (Mark 4:41) Vagy mas
helyen ezt olvashatjuk: “ Amikor a sokasag ezt latta,
felelem fogta el Oket; és dicsoitettek Istent.” (Maté
9:8) Ez a pozitiv félelem, tobb mint szorongas vagy
rettegés. Teljesen mas, mint az aggddas. Ez a tipust
félelem vonzo, megtartd, nem elszalad, elmenekiil,
aki érzi, hanem dicsditésre inditja. Olyan fajta félelem
ez, ami egyszerre nyugtat meg és raz fel, amiben az
ember azt érzi, hogy nem képes dolgokra, de szeretne
az lenni.

S a Biblia megadja az eszkozt is ahhoz, hogy
ez megvalosithatd legyen. A Biblia azt irja, hogy a
teljes szeretet kilizi a félelmet. ,,A szeretetben nincs
félelem, sot a teljes szeretet kilizi a félelmet; mert
a félelem gyodtrelemmel jar, aki pedig fél, nem lett
tokéletessé a szeretetben.” (1Janos 4:18)

A félelem kétféle jelentése és megélése,
kétféle embert takar. Ha még nem fogadtad el Jézust
Megvaltodnak, akkor félsz Istent6l. Nem ismered
Istent, nem bizol benne, kiszamithatatlannak tartod a
reakcioit, nem érted a terveit €s azt, hogy mi miért
torténik veled. Taldn igazsagtalannak tartod, hogy
Isten egy napon majd szdmon kéri téled minden
kimondott szavad. Tudtad, hogy igy lesz?

De ha megtértél, elfogadtad, hogy Jézus érted
halt meg a kereszten, akkor csodalattal, szeretettel,
orommel teli vegyes izgalommal, félelemmel
nézel Istenre, s mar érthetobb szamodra, hogy mit
jelent “rettegéssel munkalni az tidvosséget.” Mert a
bolcsesség kimunkalta benned, hogy helyesen féld,
helyesen ,,rettegd” Istent. Nem teher, hogy figyelj
a rendelkezéseire, mert nem akadalynak, hanem

megtart6 erének latod minden szavat.

Egy nap Isten el6tt is megallunk majd, félve,
pozitivan félve, remegve, de bizalommal és 6rommel,
egyfajta megnyugvassal, hogy jo helyen vagyunk. Az
Istenfélo ember is hibazik, de azzal a biztos tudattal
¢li az ¢€letét, hogy ha hibazik is és buint kdvet el, Isten
elé mehet és vele megbeszélheti az élet dolgait, Uy
utat kezdve. Az Istenfélelem motival is, hogy keresd
a hataraidat, a célokat, amik még eldtted vannak. Ha
még itt vagy, ha még ¢élsz, Istennek célja van veled.
Hasznalni akar mésok €s az 6 orszaganak épitésére.

Krasznai Beata

| bolcsesseg ke:dete as Umala
felelme, ésa S"entnel. a

meg‘zsmerese‘ d rtelmet

OO

Oktober 3-4n nagy megtiszteltetésben volt
résziink, ugyanis Dr. Szildgyi Pétera Nemzetpolitikaért
Felelos Miniszteri Biztos tett villamlatogatast
kis Sarasota-i kozosségiinkben 1j helylinkon a
Pine Shores Presbyterian templomban. A vendég
tiszteletére a gyerekek az Istentiszteleten egy rovid,
de nagyszeri kis jatékkal kezdték bemutatkozasukat.
Szinte hihetetlen, de minden eldzetes proba nélkiil
nagyon ligyesen adtdk eld az el6z0 tanévben tanult
kis misort. Nagyon szépen koszonjik a gyerekek
r0gtonzott miisorat tanarainknak: Kali Csillanak, Kali
Zsofinak, Thaszy Krisztindnak és Miieller Trudinak.
Kiilon koszonet jar Trimcevski Laura és Vivien
Edesanyjanak Beanak, hogy felkészitette leanyait a
Lukacs Evangélium egy részének a felolvasasara.
Miutan meghallgattuk Ft. Bodor Péter Pal aznapi
igéit, Laura €s Vivien felolvasasat, majd Dr. Szilagyi
Péter beszédét a diaszpora fontossagarol, folytattuk az

<>
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iskolai foglalkozast a termeinkben. Az Istentisztelet
befejeztével Dr. Szildgyi Péter taldlkozott é&s

elbeszelgetett a gyerekekkel, sziilokkel és a tanarokkal.
R S

b
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Dr. Szilagyi Péter miniszteri biztos koszonti a
Sarasotai Magyar Keresztyén Egyhaz tagjait

Trimcevski Laura és Vivien Isten igéjét olvassak
az istentiszteleten

Dr. Szilagyi Péter Miamiban 1is jart.
Meglatogatta a Miami magyar kozosséget,
talalkoztunk Sass Viktéria Gjonnan kinevezett
konzullal, Pazaurek Piros tiszteletbeli konzullal, a
Miami egyhdz vezetdségével, Nt. Csiki-Makszem
Lorand lelkésszel. A latogatas fénypontja az 1849-49-
¢s emlékplakett koszoruzésa volt.

e E

Dr. Szilagyi Péter, Patc;ky Magdolna, Pataky Gabor,
Borsos Erika és Ft. Bodor Péter Pal (balrol jobbra)

Nt. dr. Lukdcsi Eva, Pazaurek Piros, Dr: Szilagyi
Péter, Nt. Csiki-Mdkszem Lorand, Csiki-Mdkszem
Eniko, Berki Valéria, Ft. Bodor Péter Pal, Csajkds

Zsuzsa, Hajnisch Antal és Bajkai Sarolta
(balrol jobbra)

Oktober 17-én a Petéfi Klubban (Venice, FL)
megtartott Istentiszteleten 1956-ra emlékezve Ft.
Bodor Péter Pal két kevésbé ismert, de Erdélyben
tortént koncepcios perrdl is besz€lt. Nevezetesen a
Szoboszlay és az Ermihalyfalvi koncepcios perekrdl
melyek 1957-58-ban zajlottak. Szoboszlay Aladar
Pécska-i romai katolikus plébanos egy olyan kozos
roman-magyar tervet dolgozott ki, mely megsziintette
volna az etnikai fesziiltségeket. Ez volt a biin! A
biintetdeljaras soran 57 romén €s magyar nemzetiségl
személyt teljes vagyonelkobzassal sujtottak, 10 f6t
halalra, akiket ki is végeztek, sirhelyiik ismeretlen,
ot masik vadlottat életfogytig tart6 szabadsagvesztésre
itéltek. A tobbiek itélete 8-25 év kozotti idOtartamu

szabadsagvesztés volt. Az elitélteket a 2000-es évek
Folytatas a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrol
kozepén Romanidban allami szinten rehabilitaltak.
Ermihalyfalvi csoport pere is szintén egy koncepcios
per volt, amelynek sordn 31 személyt itéltek el,
sallamellenes Osszeeskiivésre” alapozva. A bir6 a
hirhedt, szabobol hadbirdo Ornaggya ,.eldléptetett”
Macskassi Pal volt. [téletet 1958-ban hoztak, amikor
harom személyt haldlra, 9-et életfogytiglanra, a
tobbieket 5-25 ¢év kozé terjedd kényszermunkara
itélték. A harom haldlra itélt Sass Kalman
reformatus lelkész, dr. Hollos Istvan tanar, Balaské
Vilmos reformatus lelkész volt. Balaskd Vilmost
kegyelembdl ¢letfogytiglani kényszermunkat kapott.
A masik két haldlra itéltet 1958. december 2-an
golyo altal kivégezték, majd a mai napig ismeretlen
helyre temették. A holttesteik maig ismeretlen helyen
vannak, rehabilitacié eddig nem tortént.

Oktober 23 és 24-én volt megtartva a 15.
Sarasotai Magyar Fesztival. A rendezdk, Klatyik
Erika és Székely Zsolt az idén is nagyszerli munkat
végeztek. A szombati gazdag program Istvan a kiraly
sikeres rockoperaval zarodott. Ft. Bodor Péter Pal
¢s Kulcsar Attila O0komenikus Istentiszteletével
kezdddott a program. Ft. Bodor Péter Pal tobbek
kozott arrdl is beszElt, hogy a kommunizmus ellen
fellazado emberek szerencsére sokan hittek Istenben
¢s ez a hit megerdsitette az onmagukba vetett hitet is.
A forradalom latszolag elbukott, de csak rovidtavon.
Hosszutavon viszont az igazsag és a szabadsaggy6zott.
Hasonloan, mint Jézussal tortént: megfeszitették
artatlanul, de hosszu tavon feltimadasa diadalmas!
Gloria Victis! Soli Deo Gloria!

Az Istentisztelet utdn a Jambor Lajos
cserkészcsoport gyerekei emlékeztek meg 1956-r6l.
Ebben a misorban Thuleweit Erzsébet és Dobozi
Istvan meséltek el az 1956-os forradalom alatt
atélt ¢élményeiket. Thuleweit Erzsébet huszonéves
fiatal leany volt, aki ¢életében eldszor szembesiilt az
erdszakos haldl borzalmaval, amelyet a mai napig nem
tud elfelejteni. Az oroszok bevonulasanak kezdetekor
Dobozi Istvan 7 évesen igyekezett sok tiizelofat
gyljteni az édesanyjaval a kozeli erdébdl, mert
¢rezték —szilofaluja tobbi lakosaval egyiitt— hogy
nem lehet majd tlizeléanyagot vasarolni a kozelgd
télre. Késobb megddbbentette a Téalmason —de még a
sajat foldes utcajukon is— atvonulo szovjet harckocsik
¢s tankok végtelen sokasaga. Tudta, hogy ez valami
nagyon rosszat jelent Magyarorszdg szamdara. Mar
felndtti bolcsességgel a kovetkezoket mondta: Az
“elsOprd katonai taler6t”, amit gyerekszemmel
lattam Hruscsov-doktrinanak, nem pedig Powell-
doktrindnak kellene hivni. 1956 David és Goliat
harca volt. A szovjetek 7 nap alatt leverték a magyar

felkelést, de az 56-os forradalom végil gyozott:
a szovjet csapatok kivonultak, Magyarorszag
demokratikus és fiiggetlen allam lett. A cserkészcsoport
miisora utan Sebestyén Tamas kozkedvelt melodidkat
énekelt. Toth Attila az ijaszcsoport vezetdje pedig
felsorolta, hogy mi magyarok milyen sok ¢és fontos
feltalalassal jarultunk a nagyvilag fejlédéséhez. Igy
jogosan lehetiink biiszkék szarmazasunkra. Fellépett
még a Horvath Duo, “Eletfa” népzene, “Szilvafa”
néptanc csoport is. A Potter épiiletben nagyon
szép népviseleteket lathattunk, s itt taldlkoztunk
az Erdélyi Moldvai Csangokkal, akikrél nagyon
sokan csak keveset tudunk. gy most megragadjuk
az alkalmat arra, hogy néhany tényt irjak roluk. A
Csangd Magyarok, Roménia Moldvéanak nevezett
keleti tartomanyaban ¢l6 katolikusokat csangd néven
tartja szamon a tudomany és a koztudat. Minden
tudomanyos alapot nélkiil6zé egyes roman felfogas
szerint a moldvai csangokat a katolikus egyhaz altal
elmagyarositott romanoknak tekinti egyes elmélet.
Erds romanositas tortént és torténik. Bar, most mar
kezd visszakeriilni templomaikba, kozosséglikbe
a magyar nyelv hasznalata, oktatisa. Ezen feliil
ugyancsak csangonak nevezik a Gyimes-szorosban
¢s a Brasso kozelében fekvé Hétfaluban €16 magyar
etnikuma népességet, sét olykor a XVIII. szdzad
végén Bukovindba kivandorolt, majd onnan késébb
a Karpat- medencébe visszatelepitett székelyeket is.

Ft. Bodor Péter Pal

Istentol dldott

boldog iijévet kivdnok 'mi;:den kedves olvasonak!
 B.LEK!
Bizd Uira Eleted Krisztusra!
e TR
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Peter Pal Bodor, Auxiliary Bishop
19157 NW 23" Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center
and Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csitha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j- Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rozsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

c. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA
Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.
Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Keérjiik, hogy adomadnyaikat a zsinati pénztaroshoz
kiildjék:

Gergely

Rev. Tibor Kiraly, Synod Treasurer
79 Birchwood Drive, Fairfield, CT 06824
Tel: (973) 653-7052

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
revkrasznai@gmail.com
440-488-7882

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Bodor Péter Pal
19157 NW 23" Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

USA
Adomanyainkkal segitsiik a Bethlen Otthon Muzeum
¢s Irattar fenntartasat.

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 0j templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak rd Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” arvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

b. Csap: “Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tdmogatasara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
c. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek és
evangélizacios kozpont {6 épililete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkasai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédidja. Elore
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyo: A Reformatus Egyhazkoézség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.
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INSURANCE THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

At GBU Life, we specialize in life insurance and annuity products to protect families and anchor retirements.
Yet, we do things differently than most insurance providers.

We don't have shareholders. We don't have clients. Instead, we have members—members who come to GBU
Life to secure their futures, build their legacies and impact the communities around them.

From the start, GBU Life has been member-owned and member-driven. As a not-for-profit company, we
emphasize value—and values. Our members can realize their financial protection goals and give back to
people and causes that matter most to them.

READY TO FIND OUT MORE? CONTACT ONE OF YOUR LOCAL
GBU DISTRICT 3000 REPRESENTATIVES:

New Jersey
Rev. Martin 848-240-1028

Pennsylvania
Joseph Fabri  724-843-6162

Ohio
Mark Sowick  330-323-5386

GBU-BRAND-AD-0521
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235




CALVIN SYNOD HERALD
14530 Alexander Road °
Walton Hills, OH 44146

Sharing our Fraternal Spirit throughout the year

Join Hands Day

Feed Your Community

Holiday Baskets Program

Frontline
VWorkers
Qutreach

Easter Baskets Program

Join Hands Against Hunger

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
(412) 231-2979 ® www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife




