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Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Jesus was effective
in His ministry. Additionally,
His approach to the people
was that He invited sinners to
the relationship with Him and
accepted them. As Christ sent
out earlier the twelve apostles, so
they would serve to the people of
Israel, now He also sent out the seventy-two disciples,
in pairs, to proclaim the good news.

Why did Jesus want that more and more of
His followers proclaim the good news and teach about
the Kingdom of God? Many times we realize that it
is easier to do something with someone else’s help
than doing the same thing by ourselves, through our
own strength. This is also true and applies to God’s
work. It is better to have co-workers and helpers in the
Christian ministry, because if more people do God’s
work, then we are more effective and fruitful, and the
outcome is way different, than doing the same thing
by ourselves.

THE CHURCH WAS .
MADE FOR MISSION -

GOD'S MISSION
Christopher J. H. Wright

Jesus’ circle of disciples was growing, from
twelve to now seventy-two. However, I assume that it
was not easy to mobilize this many people. It was not
just in Jesus’ days, but even today it is still difficult
to find committed people for the work and ministry.
Many people make excuses not to do anything for
God and/or the church. However, it is so great to see
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and experience when people commit themselves
to the work and ministry of the Lord. The result is
always a blessing.

After hearing all this, you may say: “I am
unable and I am not ready to serve, to share my
testimony, to invite others to Christ or to church. It
is very difficult for me to tell my family members,
friends or neighbors that I believe in Jesus Christ.” If
you think that way then do not be discouraged, do not
think that you are not needed.

I want to ask you to just take a very simple step
toward achieving what Christ wants to accomplish
in and through you as His blessed instrument in His
ministry.

This first simple task is prayer. Jesus has
already given the answer why we have labor shortage
in the Lord’s work: It is because of the lack of
committed and passionate prayer. Therefore, you
have a great task to do, as a first step. Jesus says, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field” (Luke 10:2).

Why did Jesus say this to His disciples? The
reason is because the disciples had to see and learn that
the first step to have an effective and fruitful ministry
in Him was prayer. By this they laid the blessed
foundation down for a blessed ministry. Without
prayer the ministry is unfruitful and ineffective.

Let me give you some practical advice to pray
for the effectiveness of God’s mission work. The
prayer contains three things:

1. Pray for yourself that the Lord Jesus will
use you as a blessed instrument in the life of others.

2. Pray for laborers whom God will call from
your congregation to share the good news and minister
to others.

3. Finally, pray for your congregation that the
Lord will continue to give growth spiritually and in
number.

Pray to the Lord who
is in charge of the
harvest; as

him to
send more workers
into his fields.

If you pray like this, then you take the first and most
important step to become God’s blessed instrument in
His mission work and in spreading the good news. |
ask you my dear friend, to pray for to hear God’s voice
and His calling to mission and step out boldly with
Jesus. Amen.

Prayer

Lord, help us to grow in faith, in love, and in patience.
Use us the way you want in that church where you
have called us. We pray for co-workers from our
church who will share the good news and minister to
others. We pray for our congregation. Please continue
to give us growth in faith and in membership, too. In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai
Bishop
N

e Mission of G

Paradigm for Reformation
Sermon was delivered by
the late Rev. Alexander Jalso
Sunday, October 26, 2008

Scripture reading: Matthew 22:2-10. Text
“The third time he (Jesus) said to him, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ Peter was hurt because Jesus
asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?” He said,
‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘FEED MY SHEEP.”” John 21:17.

Our scripture reading deals with the parable of
the wedding banquet. When the time came the king
instructed his servants: “Tell those who have been
invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and
fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is
ready. Come to the wedding banquet.” Matthew 22:4.
The guests ignored the invitation then the king offered
the feast to the people who were on the street. This
shows that in Jesus’ time they had known how to have
a big feast, and they could savor delicious food, like

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
in Luke 16:19-21.

Jesus told Peter: “Feed my sheep” (see our
text) obviously food is needed when people are fed.
Through the parable of the wedding banquet (a similar
story can be read in Luke 14:15-22) we should look at
the church and ask: are the believers fed spiritually in
the church today, if yes, is the right food offered, and
what do the people expect: nutritious meals or tasty
and popular but not healthy “junk food?”

THE MATHEMATICAL FORMULA FOR A GOOD
DINNER: 4 + 2 = A DELICIOUS MEAL.

These are the six necessary parts for an
enjoyable meal:

1. fresh ingredients, that is food staples that

are full of flavor and nutriments,

2. awell equipped kitchen, (good oven, mixer,

refrigerator, sharp cutlery, etc.)

3. a good cookbook with a great variety of

recipes,

4. an excellent, experienced cook,

PLUS

5. a beautifully set table on which the food is

invitingly placed on silver plates,

6. and at last but not least: GUESTS WITH

GOOD APPETITE.

HOW DO WE APPLY THIS MATHEMATICAL
FORMULA FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE
CHURCH?
1. The food is the biblical message, namely
the word of God,
2. the kitchen is the local congregation where
God’s word is preached and heard,
3. the “cookbook” is the Bible, and also
theological teaching of the denomination,
4. the good cook is the pastor who preaches
the sermons based on the Holy Scriptures,
PLUS
5. the sanctuary, the order of worship, music,
and the church organization,
6. and at last but not least, people who are
“HUNGRY” for the spiritual food.

If you agree with the important parts of
a satisfying and nourishing dinner (see the first
six points) do you also agree with its application
concerning the church? (See the second set of six
points) At which point does the church fail (except
the 6™ one) and where would you make the change?

In most cases the argument goes back and
forth between the 4" and the 6™ points; namely the
worshipers are not happy with the “cook” that is the

pastor who does not offer “nourishing spiritual food”;
and on the other hand, many do not come to church
to listen to a sermon that may bother their conscience
hearing a purifying and purging sermon, but they prefer
encouraging, uplifting, praising, and appreciating
words like: “Well done, good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share your
master’s happiness!” Matthew 25:23.

We should be careful to interpret the everyday
events as God’s warning because the churches have
made serious blunders in the past. There were many
predictions about the imminent end of times and
returning of Christ. None of them became reality.
In a polite way and with reservation we may raise
the question: is the present financial and economic
unfortunate situation a divine warning that people
should fall on their knees and admit that we are
not perfect, we don’t know-it-all, we are not self-
sustaining, and invincible; we still depend on God and
need his providence and blessing? Let us not forget
the words of prophet Amos: “‘The days are coming,’
declares the Sovereign LORD, ‘when I will send a
famine through the land - not a famine of food or a
thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of
the LORD.”” Amos 8:11.

The late Rev. Alexander Jalso

LORD, INCREASE MY HUNGER

FOR YOUR WORD
AND DECREASE MY HUNGER

FOR THIS WORLD.

OOOOOR
OO
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Swim Across the Sound
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000‘
The 25" Annual Swim Across the Sound took
place in Long Island Sound on Saturday morning

August 6", More than 100 swimmers made their
way to Port Jefferson, NY to begin the St. Vincent’s

&
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Medical Center Swim Across the Sound. Protected by
a fleet of 80 escort boats, the solo swimmers and relay
teams swam 15.5 miles to Captain’s Cove Seaport in
Bridgeport, CT. All funds raised go directly to area
cancer patients and their families in our community.
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Crotched sunflower pocket shawls

On Sunday, August 7%, the 25" Annual
Memorial Service was held at Captain’s Cove Seaport
in Bridgeport, CT. The service included readings,
prayers, singing, and the reading of the names of those
who passed from cancer related illnesses over the past
year.

One reading was “Do Not Waste Time” author
unknown:

“Do not waste time regretting the things you

cannot mend.

Anticipate good fortune at every twist and

bend.

Keep going, never doubting the outcomes of

your dreams.

Have faith in their fulfillment, though dark the

future seems.

Believe that somewhere, somehow, God’s

purpose will unfold and the grey horizons will

be turned to blue and gold.

Give thanks for every blessing, your job, your

home, your friends

Don’t take things for granted.

A grateful spirit lends a glory and a meaning to

pathways ahead.

Expect a bright tomorrow and turn towards the

sun.”

There is a ceremony of blessing of sunflowers
representing each person who passed away. They are
then cast into the sound by boat. A portion of Deacon
Tom Bolton’s blessing: “We ask you to bless these
sunflowers- these symbols of our love for those we
hold with both heavy hearts as well as with gratitude
for our time together. May these sunflowers remind
us of the light our loved ones bring to your heavenly
Kingdom where, freed from the burdens of this life,
they now dwell with you forever and ever.”

Blessing of sunflowers
Each person attending received a beautiful
handmade sunflower pocket shawl. Over 600 of these
sunflowers were crotched by Nancy Kardos, Ann
Ballas, and Shelley Visinski, members of the United
Church of Christ of Bridgeport, CT.

)
‘\, i
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Boat casting sunflowers into sea o
Continued on Page 6
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Thanks to all the swimmers, boaters, and
volunteers, as well as those who donated to this
successful event. It was a beautiful morning to reflect
and remember those who passed away from cancer
and carry on their spirit.

James D. Ballas
UCC Bridgeport, CT
Chief Elder

-
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Waters ongn Island Sound with sunflowers
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The Divine Gospel
The sermon was delivered on June 26, 2022
by The Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi

Scripture Reading: Galatians 1:1-12

The text of today’s meditation is found in
the letter to the Galatians ch. 1 vv. 11-12 as follows:
“For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel
which was preached by me is not according to man.
For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it,
but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”
(NASB)

As the title for this message indicates we are
in the Pentecost season of the liturgical year where the
biblical narratives centers on the work of the Holy Spirit
in receptive Christian hearts. The Apostle Paul was one
such person, who, despite his previous persecution of
the early church, was a divinely chosen instrument of
Christ to spread the divine gospel message of God’s
love, mercy, and grace. Paul’s personal en-counter
with Christ on the Damascus Road authorized him to
be an ambassador, a “sent-one” to the Gentile world.
But the beginning of the road was challenging. Paul
had to prove his loyalty to Christ, his friendship toward
the Christian community, and the genuineness of his
position to be accepted and recognized as a “bona-fide
Apostle” of Christ. He had to overcome the resistance
to his authority by which he proclaimed the gospel;

thus, he claimed Jesus as the originator of his
commission.

“Paul’s is a bold claim, yet his claim is similar
to every Christian. We are those who think what we
think, and say what we say on God’s behalf, not on
the basis of human speculation or rumination, but
rather by miraculous, divine gift. Paul’s message was
divinely inspired. What he preached, he preached
under divine compulsion and authorization. As he
said, it was not of ‘human origin.” In a way, that
is what every Christian asserts; we are living our
lives on the basis of divine, external authorization.”
(Lectionary Sermon Series, Will Willimon, 2018, p.
21) Just as Jesus said, when the Spirit comes, “He
will teach you all things, and bring to remembrance
all that I said to you.” (John 14:26) This is especially
true for the clergy; preaching the gospel message
must be based on biblical teaching, otherwise it’s a
matter of opinion and presumption.

The dogma of salvation through keeping the
“letter of the law” kept rearing its head against the
gospel of grace. That’s what Paul was con-fronted
within the fledgling churches in Galatia, located in
present day south-eastern Turkey. His opponent
promoted a false narrative of Christianity, a watered-
down version akin to a sect of Judaism. No wonder
that Paul was upset and condemned the perpetrators.
The fact that the church members were so easily
swayed was also troubling. They needed to be
reminded about the gospel of grace that was sufficient
for salvation. Perhaps this is the reason why we need
to hear God’s Word repeatedly, because there is
always some new philosophy, some strange teaching
that can lead people astray.

It seems that one of the problems was a lack
of commitment to abide by the full gospel. Even
today, “people view commitment negatively because
they think it limits their ability to feel independent
and free, to experience new things, to change their
minds impulsively, and focus on self-gratification
rather than helping others. This low level of
commitment becomes especially disturbing when
professing Christians treat vital Bible doctrines and
a Christ honoring life-style as unimportant.” (Bible
Knowledge Series, Scripture Press, 2020, p. 7)

Yet, Paul’s emphasis in the letter to the
Galatians is to encourage commitment to the
fundamental principles of the faith. Otherwise, all
kinds of strange anomalies and apostasies can surface.
To be sure, modern-day sects that deny the divinity of
Christ or add non-biblical sources to the authorized
and divinely inspired texts have lured many away.
Others, like the “name-it-and-claim-it” prosperity
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proponents and those charismatics who handle
venomous snakes in mountains of Appalachia to
prove their faith, misuse the central message of the
gospel to place emphasis on human achievement
and not on God’s gift of grace. Such teachings and
practices give a false impression about Christian faith
and doctrine, and present false expectations in church
members. Yes, there is room for practical outworking
of our faith, for the free expression of the Holy Spirit’s
work and manifestation in the lives of believers, like
speaking in tongues.

In our modern age, proclaiming the gospel
of Christ also involves introducing new ways and
methods to serve and accommodate the needs of the
membership. Having an adjacent “crying room” to
the sanctuary for families with infants, holding mid-
week services for those unable to attend church on
Sunday, having a contemporary church service on
Saturday night for people unfamiliar with the gospel
and theological jargon, offering aid of food, shelter,
and clothing are some other examples to express faith
in action.

Along with these, pastors have tried ways and
means to convince that Christianity in worth pursuing.
One of these is the catch-phrase that “Jesus Christ is
reasonable. You don’t have to turn off your brain to be
a Christian. If you will think about Jesus in the right
way, it is all very reasonable. Another tactic was set in
motion at the end of the 20" century, says a historian.
Now Christian preachers can argue that Jesus Christ
is useful. You ought to be a Christian not because the
gospel makes sense, but rather because Christianity is
good for you. In other words, we are all pragmatists,
and we all agree that Christianity ought to be valued
on the basis of its utility — her is something you can
use in your daily life, something that is good and
useful.” (Willimon)

According to Wikipedia, pragmatism is an
American philosophical tradition from the late 19" to
early 20th Centuries. One of its main proponents was
William James. In his view, “Pragmatism considers
words and thought as tools and instruments for
prediction, problem solving, and action, and rejects
the idea that the function of thought is to describe,
represent, or mirror reality. Pragmatists contend that
most philosophical topics—such as the nature of
knowledge, language, concepts, meaning, belief, and
science—are all best viewed in terms of their practical
uses and successes.” In reality, it describes a simplistic
mindset that has no patience with abstractions or
seeking after truth. “The important thing is what truth
does. James said that questions about religion, God,
value, and beauty are not approached with the overall

question, ‘what is the significance of believing in
this?... Religious beliefs are mainly a value in what
they produce. Truth is what works; that is its cash-
value.” (Ibid)

The fallacy in pragmatic philosophy is that
man not God is the one who defines truth based on its
usefulness. It’s open to a fallacious, subjective, and
specious opinion that can change at the whim of the
interpreter. But God’s truth is constant, absolute, and
personified in Jesus the Christ. “We believe that God
exists in Himself. God has value apart from any result
that believing in God performs in our life,” whether
it’s a blessing, a burden, or a cross.

“Pragmatism reduces everything, including the
Christian faith into just another technique for whatever
we want out of life — hope, peace, a purposeful life...
Jesus is of value mainly in what you can get out of
Him to give you whatever it is you think you must
have to make your life worth living.” (Ibid) We heard
the mantra before, “I am he captain of my ship, the
master of my soul.” That’s pragmatic.

No, we did not learn Christ this way but
through His self-revelation as God’s Son, as He
manifested Himself to the Apostle Paul, who spoke
what he heard, what he received by the Holy Spirit.
Likewise, “preachers can only speak because we have
been spoken to” from the Word of God. Basically,
preachers have no other message than the good news
of the divine gospel manifested in Jesus Christ and
Him crucified, resurrected, and glorified.

Like the Apostle Paul’s, our faith is also
derived from revelation and the divine intervention
of God’s Spirit, Jesus’ Spirit. Faith is a gift and not a
personal achievement derived from philosophy. “Your
relationship to God rests upon God’s determination to
reach out to you, to get through to you, to speak to you,
and to love you. That’s a great comfort in a utilitarian,
self-help culture. It’s comforting to know that religion
is not primarily something you think, feel or do; it’s
what God is doing for you, in you.” (Ibid) As with the
apostle Paul, we are not here to get something out of
God, but to be a divinely appointed means for God to
get something out of us. May we be wiling instrument
in His hands to His glory and the benefit of our fellow
man. Amen.

If the

WW@ is the

divine lighl

Continued on Page 8
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POST SERMON PRAYER

Heavenly Father,

Continue to illuminate our heart, mind, and soul with
the truth of the gospel of love, mercy, and grace.
Enable us to yield ourselves to the leading of the
indwelling Spirit of Christ, to bear witness of our
faith in a troubled world that needs peace, hope, and
tranquility. Amen.

Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi

What has Cost God Much
Cannot be Cheap for Us
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Introductory Note:

One can return to the words of Bonhoeffer again
and again, as someone might return to the edge of a
furious ocean that spatters freezing salt water across
his face in a thousand bracing pricks. He fills the
hunger for Christ in a very particular way—much
like the bitter herbs that bring a new dimension to
the Passover meal and cleanse the palate. There is a
stark, uncompromising beauty in what he writes.

As we seek to be disciples of Christ by dwelling in
his presence, let us not forget that this privilege, this
grace, has cost him everything and should do no less
for us. In this, Bonhoeffer reminds us well.

Renovaré Team

Cheap grace is
the deadly enemy of our
Church. We are fighting
today for costly grace.

Cheap  grace
means grace sold on the
market like cheap-jacks’
L ¥ wares. The sacraments,
b the forgiveness of sin,
and the consolations

~ 1of religion are thrown
away at cut prices. Grace is represented as the
Church’s inexhaustible treasury, from which she
showers blessings with generous hands, without
asking questions or fixing limits. Grace without price;
grace without cost! The essence of grace, we suppose,
is that the account has been paid in advance; and,
because it has been paid, everything can be had for
nothing. Since the cost was infinite, the possibilities

of using and spending it are infinite. What would
grace be if it were not cheap?

Cheap grace means grace as a doctrine, a
principle, a system. It means forgiveness of sins
proclaimed as a general truth, the love of God taught
as the Christian “conception” of God. An intellectual
assent to that idea is held to be of itself sufficient to
secure remission of sins. The Church which holds the
correct doctrine of grace has, it is supposed, ipso facto
a part in that grace. In such a Church the world finds
a cheap covering for its sins; no contrition is required,
still less any real desire to be delivered from sin.

Cheap grace therefore amounts to a denial
of the living Word of God, in fact, a denial of the
Incarnation of the Word of God.

Cheap grace means the justification of sin
without the justification of the sinner. Grace alone does
everything, they say, and so everything can remain as
it was before. “All for sin could not atone.” The world
goes on the same old way, and we are still sinners
“even in the best life”” as Luther said. Well, then, let the
Christian live like the rest of the world, let him model
himself on the world’s standards in every sphere of
life, and not presumptuously aspire to live a different
life under grace from his old life under sin. That was
the heresy of the enthusiasts, the Anabaptists and their
kind. Let the Christian beware of rebelling against
the free and boundless grace of God and desecrating
it. Let him not attempt to erect a new religion of the
letter by endeavoring to live a life of obedience to the
commandments of Jesus Christ! The world has been
justified by grace. The Christian knows that, and takes
it seriously. He knows he must not strive against this
indispensable grace. Therefore—let him live like the
rest of the world! Of course he would like to go and do
something extraordinary, and it does demand a good
deal of self-restraint to refrain from the attempt and
content himself with living as the world lives. Yet it is
imperative for the Christian to achieve renunciation,
to practice self-effacement, to distinguish his life
from the life of the world. He must let grace be grace
indeed, otherwise he will destroy the world’s faith in
the free gift of grace. Let the Christian rest content
with his worldliness and with this renunciation of any
higher standard than the world. He is doing it for the
sake of the world rather than for the sake of grace. Let
him be comforted and rest assured in his possession
of this grace—for grace alone does everything.
Instead of following Christ, let the Christian enjoy
the consolations of his grace! That is what we mean
by cheap grace, the grace which amounts to the
justification of sin without the justification of the
repentant sinner who departs from sin and from whom
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sin departs.

Cheap grace is not the kind of forgiveness of
sin which frees us from the toils of sin. Cheap grace is
the grace we bestow upon ourselves.

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness
without requiring repentance, baptism without
church discipline, Communion without confession,
absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace
is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross,
grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field;
for the sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all that
he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the
merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of
Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye
which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus
Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows
him.

Costly grace is the gospel which must be
sought again and again, the gift which must be asked
for, the door at which a man must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to
follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow
Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life,
and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life.
It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because
it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because
it cost God the life of his Son: “ye were bought at a
price,” and what has cost God much cannot be cheap
for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not
reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but
delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation
of God.

Costly grace is the sanctuary of God; it has to be
protected from the world, and not thrown to the dogs.
It is therefore the living word, the Word of God, which
he speas as it pleases him. Costly grace confronts us as
a gracious call to follow Jesus, it comes as a word of
forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite heart.
Grace is costly because it compels a man to submit to
the yoke of Christ and follow him; it is grace because
Jesus says: “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Source:
https://renovare.org/articles/what-has-cost-god-much

10 Distinguishing Marks of

John Calvin’s Preaching
By Steven Lawson

Steven Lawson contributed a
chapter in John Calvin: A Heart
for Devotion, Doctrine, and
Doxology on John Calvin “The
Preacher of God’s Word.” Here
is a summary of that chapter,
! outlining what Steven Lawson
suggests are the ten distinguishing
marks of Calvin’s preaching.

1. John Calvin’s preaching was biblical in its
substance.

“The Reformer stood firmly on the chief cornerstone
of the Reformation—sola Scriptura (“Scripture
alone”). ... The preacher, Calvin believed, has nothing
to say apart from Scripture.”

2. John Calvin’s preaching was sequential in its
pattern.

“For the duration of his ministry, Calvin’s approach
was to preach systematically through entire books of
the Bible. ... Calvin preached from the New Testament
on Sunday mornings, from the New Testament or
the Psalms on Sunday afternoons, and from the Old
Testament every morning of the week, every other
week. In this consecutive fashion, Calvin preached
through most of the books of the Scriptures.”

3. John Calvin’s preaching was direct in its
message.

“When expounding Scripture, Calvin was remarkably
straightforward and to the point. He did not launch his
message with a captivating story, a compelling quote,
or a personal anecdote. Instead, Calvin immediately
drew his listeners into the biblical text. The focus of
the message was always Scripture, and he spoke what
needed to be said with an economy of words. There
were no wasted statements.”

4. John Calvin’s preaching was extemporaneous in
its delivery.

“When Calvin stepped into his pulpit, he did not
bring with him a written manuscript or any sermon
notes. The Reformer made a conscious choice to
preach extempore, that is, spontaneously. He wanted
his sermons to have a natural and passionate delivery
that was energetic and engaging, and he believed
spontaneous preaching was best suited to achieve

Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 9
those ends.”

5. John Calvin’s preaching was exegetical in its
approach.

“Calvin insisted that the words of Scripture must be
interpreted in their particular historical backgrounds,
original languages, grammatical structures, and
biblical contexts. ... [He] insisted on the sensus
literalis, the literal sense of the biblical text.”

6. John Calvin’s preaching was accessible in its
simplicity.

“As a preacher, Calvin’s primary aim was not to
communicate to other theologians, but to reach the
common person in the pew. ... Occasionally, Calvin
would explain the meaning of a word more carefully,
but without ever giving the Hebrew or Greek original.
Yet Calvin did not hesitate to use the language of the
Bible.”

7. John Calvin’s preaching was pastoral in its tone.
“The Genevan Reformer never lost sight of the
fact that he was a pastor. Thus, he warmly applied
Scripture with loving exhortation to shepherd his
flock. He preached with the intent of prompting and
encouraging his sheep to follow the Word.”

8. John Calvin’s preaching was polemic in its
defense of the truth.

“For Calvin, preaching necessitated an apologetic
defense of the faith. He believed that preachers must
guard the truth, so systematic exposition required
confronting the Devil’s lies in all their deceptive
forms.”

9. John Calvin’s preaching was passionate in its
outreach.

“There is a sad misconception today that because
Calvin believed in predestination, he was not
evangelistic. The persistent myth is that he did not
have a passion to reach lost souls for Christ. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Calvin possessed a
great passion to reach lost souls. For that reason, he
preached the gospel with heart-stirring persuasion,
passionately pleading with errant sinners to cast
themselves on God’s mercy.”

10. John Calvin’s preaching was doxological in its
conclusion.

“All of Calvin’s sermons were God-centered
throughout, but his closing appeals were especially
heartfelt and passionate. He simply could not step
down from his pulpit without lifting up the Lord and

urging his listeners to yield to His absolute supremacy.

.. As he concluded, Calvin regularly exhorted his
congregation: ‘Let us fall before the majesty of our
great God.” Whatever his text, these fervent words
called for the unconditional submission of his
listeners.”

Adapted from John Calvin: A Heart for Devotion,
Doctrine, and Doxology.

Source:
https://www.ligonier.org/posts/10-distinguishing-marks-
john-calvins-preaching

Calvin preaching his farewell sermon
in expectation of banishment.
Hllustration from The History of Protestantism
by James Aitken Wylie (1808-1890), pub. 1878
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Isten elhivasa a missziora

Lekcio: Lukacs 10:1-9

Textus: ,, Ezek utin az Ur szolgalatba allitott
masokat is, hetvenkét tanitvanyt, és elkiildte
oket maga elott kettesével minden varosba és
helységbe, ahova menni késziilt.” (Lukadcs 10:1)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gytilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Krisztusban!

Jézus hatékony
volt a  szolgdlatdban. A
viszonyuldsa az emberhez az
volt, hogy a biindsoket a vele
vald kapcsolatra hivta el, és
elfogadta 6ket. Ahogy Krisztus
korabban kikiildte a tizenkét
apostolt, hogy Izrael népe
kozott szolgéaljanak (Mk.6:7),
most hetvenkét masik tanitvanyt valasztott ki, és dket
is kikiildte kettesével, hogy hirdessék az 6romhirt.

Miért tartotta Jézus fontosnak, hogy még
tobben hirdessék az evangélium lizenetét €s tanitsanak
az Isten orszadgarol? Gyakran radobbenhetiink
arra, hogy ha valamit meg kell csindlnunk, akkor
mennyivel konnyebben boldogulunk, ha valaki segit
¢s nem egyediil kell az adott feladatot elvégezniink.

AZ EGYHAZ A MISSZIOERT,

JOTT LETRE -
ISTEN MISSZIOJAERT

Christopher J. H. Wright

Ezugyanigyigazarrais, amikor Istennek szolgdlunk. A
keresztyén szolgalatban is sziikség van munkatarsakra,
segitSkre. Ha tobb ember végzi az Ur munkéjat, akkor
sokkal hatékonyabban ¢és gyiimolcs6zobben mennek
a dolgok, az eredmény is mds, mintha valaki csak
egyediil végezné ugyanazt.

Jézus tanitvanyi kore iddvel egyre inkéabb
boviilt. Elészor tizenketten voltak, majd késébb
még hetvenkettovel bdviilt. Valoszinlinek tartom
azonban, hogy nem volt olyan kdnnyli ennyi embert
mozgositani. Ahogy Jézus napjaiban, gy ma sem
egyszerii elkotelezett, odaszant hivoket taldlni a
szolgalatra, a munkara. Sokan kifogéasokat keresnek,
csakhogy ne kelljen Istenért és az egyhazért barmit
is tenniiik. Azonban olyan jo latni és tapasztalni
azt, amikor emberek odaszanjak magukat az Ur
szolgalatara, munkajara és abbol aldas fakad.

Mindennek hallatin mondhatod azt is:
,De hat én nem vagyok képes ¢€s kész szolgalni,
bizonysagot tenni, hivogatni masokat Jézushoz vagy
a gyiilekezetbe. Nagyon nehéz a csaladom korében, a
barataimnak vagy a szomszédaimnak beszélni arrol,
hogy hiszek Jézus Krisztusban.” Ha ezt igy gondolod
¢s igy érzed, akkor ne csiigged; el, ne érezd azt, hogy
akkor nincs rad sziikség.

Arra kérlek, hogy egyeldre csak egy egyszerii
1épést tegy¢l meg, hogy Krisztus munkalkodni tudjon
benned és rajtad keresztiil, és hasznalni tudjon, mint
aldott eszkozét a Benne vald szolgalatban. Ez az
egyszeri feladat pedig, az imadsag szolgalata. Jézus
egyértelmilen megadta a vélaszt arra, hogy miért van
ennyire kevés munkas Isten szolgélatdban: az odaszant
és buzgo imadsagok hianya miatt. Eppen ezért oridsi
feladat bizatott rad els6 1épésként. Jézus mondja: ,, Az
aratnivalo sok, de a munkas kevés, kérjétek tehat az
aratas Urat, hogy kiildjon munkasokat az aratasaba.”
(Lukacs 10:2)

De miért mondta ezt Jézus a tanitvanyainak?
Azért, mert meg kellett latniuk és tanulniuk az elsé
1épést ahhoz, hogy gylimolcs6z6 és hatékony munkat

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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tudjanak végezni az Urban, és az elsd lépés, ami
a legfontosabb eszkdz a krisztusi szolgalatban: az
imadsag. Ezaltal alapozzdk meg az egész szolgalat
lelkiiletét. Imadsag nélkiill a szolgalat erdtlen,
gyiimolcstelen €s csak emberi erdfeszités.

Hadd adjak néhany gyakorlati tanacsot, hogy
hogyan imadkozhatsz Isten misszi6i munkdjanak
hatékonysagaért. Az imadsag harom részbdl all:

1. Imadkozz elészor is onmagadért, hogy az Ur
Jézus hasznaljon téged, mint eszkdzt masok életében.

2. Imadkozz azért, hogy Isten munkasokat
hivjon el a gyiilekezetedbdl, hogy 6k is hirdessék az
orombhirt és szolgaljanak.

3. Végiil, imadkozz a gyiilekezetedért, hogy az
Ur adjon tovabbra is lelki és szambeli novekedést.

Ha eszerint imadkozol, akkor megtetted az
elso ¢s legfontosabb lepest ahhoz, hogy Isten aldott
eszkoze 1égy az O misszidi munkajaban és Orszaga
evangéliumanak terjedésében. Arra kérlek testvérem,
imadkozz azért, hogy meghalld Isten hangjat és az O
elhivasat a misszidra és 1épj egyiitt batran Jézussal.
Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Imadsag

Urunk, kériink segits, hogy tudjunk névekedni
hitben, szeretetben ¢és tiirelemben. Hasznalj minket
ugy, ahogyan Te jonak latod abban a gyiilekezetben,
ahova elhivtdl. Imadkozunk munkésokért a
gylilekezetbdl, akik hirdetik az 6romhirt és szolgalni
fognak. Imadkozunk az egyhazi kozosségiinkért, hogy
te adj lelki és szambeli novekedést. Jézus nevében
kériink, hallgasd meg imadsagunkat. Amen.

Nehéz-e hinni mostanaban?
2. rész

El6z6 cikkiinkben arra jutottunk, hogy
lehetséges: ahogy nagyobb a tudés, Gigy lehet mélyebb
a hit — mar akkor, ha az ember maga is hinni akar. A
millidrdos (angolul: billion) nagysagrendii univerzum
alazatra, dobbenetre, és dicsoitésre indit benniinket:
otudtam Uram, hogy hatalmas vagy, no de hogy
ennyire...” Egy kis gondolati jatékot hadd adjak
kedves olvaséimnak: A Goncol szekér (Ursa Maior,
vagy Nagymedve csillagkép) rudjanak kozépsd
csillaga: kettds csillag, probaljatok ki a szemeiteket,
¢s meglathatjatok a halvany madsodik csillagot...
(Igazabol: harmas csillagrendszer, de a harmadikat
csak tavcsovel lathatjuk...)

A Géncol szeker, Ursa Major, és a szekér rudjanak
kozponti csillagai az Alcor és a Mizar

Es tudjuk, hogy mintegy nyolcvan éve jon
az a fénysugar, amit ma é&jjel latunk. Ha tehat egy
fiatalember egy ,csoda-tdvcsével” meglatna ott
egy gyonyorl lanyt, és bele is szeretne, akkor van
egy rossz hirem a szadmara. Ebben a pillanatban
az a tlindéri lany éppen egy kozel szdzéves nénike,
mert ennyi idobe tellett a fénynek, hogy elhozza 1de
a képét. Es ez még csak a Goncol szekér... Vannak
olyan csillaghalmazok, ahonnan mar tizenegynéhany
millidrd (angolul: billion) éve jon a ,,kép...”

Bocsassa meg ezt az eszmefuttatast a Kedves
Olvas6 — egyetlen célom van vele: Szeretném a
sziveitekben —és amagam szivében is—egyre mélyebbé
tenni a hodolatot, imadatot, no meg az alazatot Isten
felé. Es jo lenne, ha most egyiitt énckelnénk el azt
a félelmetes és nagyszerii éneket: ,,Mily nagy vagy
te, mily nagy vagy te..” Vagy ha angolul netan
jobban megy, akkor: ,,How great Thou art, how great
Thou art...”” Mert van 4m ebben jo hir, evangélium
béven: AKI ennyire hatalmas, az taldn... talan... még
a villanyszamla kifizetésébe is be tud segiteni, és
az intenziv osztalyra is bekisér, majd biztatdban ram
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hunyorint még akkor is, ha a specialista doktor
nagyon-nagyon csdvalja a fejét.

Akovetkezd gondolatsor eldtt hadd bocsassam
elére: teologus vagyok, és nem kozmoldgus. Mint
mar emlitettem, nem értem azokat az egyenleteket,
amiket els6-masodéves egyetemistdink mar értenek,
¢s amelyek leirjak a ,,nagy bumm?”, az ,,0srobbands” —
vagy ,,big bang” torténéseit. De elhiszek sok mindent,
mondjuk Einstein tekintélye alapjan. Mint ahogyan
—mint mar mondottuk— Isten tekintélye alapjan
elhisszik a Biblia minden szavat. Nos, ezek a tudosok
azt mondjak, hogy tényleg MINDEN ott, abban a
bizonyos ,,nagyon kezdetben” keletkezett. Jol értsiik
meg: MINDEN!

Ez ,,magyarr6l magyarra” forditva azt jelenti,
hogy nem csak az ég meg a f6ld, hanem a tér is
meg az id6 is. Mas szavakkal: az srobbanas el6tt, a
KEZDET el6tt tér sem volt, és 1d6 sem volt. Oszintén
sz6lva nem akartam hinni a szememnek, amikor ezt
elolvastam, de olyanok irtdk le, akik Nobel-dijat
szoktak kapni az ilyesmiért. Szoval volt valami,
amikor tér sem volt, és id6 sem volt... Pontosabban:
volt VALAKI ott, akit nem korlatoz sem a tér, sem
az id6. Nem ugy sz6l hat a torténet, hogy végtelen
hosszu ideig ott iilt Isten a nagy semmi kézepén, aztan
egyszer azt mondta, hogy ,,na jo, akkor teremtsiik
meg a vilagot...” Hanem van a Szentharomsag Egy
OROK Isten, aki mindig van, mindenhol ott van, és
maga a SZERETET. Mivel pedig O maga a szeretet,
ezért —szeretetének targyat keresve— megteremtette a
vilagot. Hogy legyen kit és legyen mit szeretni. Még
akkor is, ha ennek a szeretetnek a tulajdon FIA ¢élete
lett az éra.

De hiszen ez fantasztikus —ujjong fel a hivd
l¢élek. Istent nem korlatozza a tér meg az idd, hiszen
O teremtette és uralja, meg kezeli azokat. Akkor tehat
reggel nyolckor Amerikéban én imadkozhatok hozza,
¢s nem zavarhat az, hogy ,,mashol” meg ,ugyan
akkor” masok is szolnak hozza... Hogy ,,ugyan ebben

a pillanatban” arra is oda kell figyelnie, hogy Putyin,
meg Biden mit csinal éppen? Hiszen a ,,mashol” meg
az ,,ugyan akkor” csak minket korlatoz6 fogalmak,
Néki nem jelentenek korlatokat. Hiszen a Teremtd —
ur a teremtményei felett, igy a tér és az id6 folott is.

Draga testvéreim, Kedves Olvasom, ez
is EVANGELIUM - taldn a 21. szazad nyelvére
atforditva. Jaruljunk tehat hozza igaz szivvel, hitnek
teljességével, bizalommal, ahogy a Zsidokhoz irt
levél tanacsolja. Mert odafigyel —csak rad, és csak
ram— még akkor is, ha a vilag tobbi nyolcmilliard
emberére is gondot visel. Mert MINDENHATO,
mindeniitt jelenvald, és O ezt mar parezer éve
megmondta. Csak talan a huszonegyedik szdzadban
picit konnyebb megérteni. Hatalma végtelen, ¢és
ami szamomra legfontosabb: szeretete is végtelen.
Hiszen annyira szeret, hogy odaadta Jézus Krisztust,
egysziilott fiat a golgotai keresztre — értem, és érted.
Hogyne ajandékozna hat VELE EGYUTT mindent
minékiink? (Romai levél 8. rész 32. vers) Minden a
mienk —minden a tiétek— azoké, akik elfogadtak Jézus
Krisztust.

(folytatasa kovetkezik)

Nt. dr. Laszlo Imre

Mert benne

teremtetett minden a

mennyen és a foldon

Ujra az élet védelmében
A Reformatusok Lapja interjaja
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csabaval

1. Kérem, roviden foglalja 6ssze a Roe kontra
Wade iigyet?

Az 1970-es évek elején a Jane Roe alnév alatt
szerepld Norma McCorvey kétgyermekes csaladanya
a harmadik terhességét akarta megszakitani Texas
allamban, ahol ¢élt. Viszont azokban az években, a
Texas allami torvények alapjan az abortusz nem

Folytatds a 14. oldalon
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volt engedélyezve, vagy csak nagyon ritka és sulyos
egészségiigyi esetben volt lehetséges, példaul, ha
az anya élete veszélybe keriil. Emellett az abortusz
kizarolag a harmadik trimeszterre volt korlatozva.
McCorvey ligyvédei ezért szovetségi pert inditottak
annak ¢érdekében, hogy az anya torvényesen
elvetethesse a gyermekét. A kerlileti ligyész Henry
Wade volt. A legfelsébb birdsag 7:2 aranyban dontott
McCorvey javara.

Tehat a Roe kontra Wade néven elhiresiilt
1973-as itélet kimondta, hogy alkotmanyellenes a
muvi terhességmegszakitas szabalyozasa ¢s tiltasa az
allami szinti torvényhozasban, ezért minden nonek
alkotmanyos joga, hogy megszakithassa a terhességet,
azaz elvetethesse a gyermekét.

Azonban a legfelsébb  birdsag  altal
hozott mostani, junius 24-i dontéssel mar nem
alkotmanyellenes az abortusz korlatozasa.

2. Milyen kovetkezményekkel jart az 1973-as
itélet?

Az els6 kovetkezmény az volt, hogy minden
nonek térvény adta, alkotmanyos joga lett arra, hogy
elvetesse a gyermekét, ha azt akarta. Tehat azt tobbé
semmilyen torvény nem szabalyozta vagy korlatozta.
Azonban az elmult kozel 50 év alatt —e torvény
hatalyba lépése 6ta— mindez nem csitult Amerikaban,
sOt az elmult évtizedek soran nagyon sok vita volt az
abortusz kortl.

Az 1973-as itélethozatal kdovetkeztében
abortuszklinikdk el6tt orszagszerte rengeteg ember
tiintetett, sot tobb esetben megtortént, hogy a tiintetdk
¢l lancot alkotva nem engedték a ndknek —akik
abortuszt akartak végrehajtatni magukon—, hogy
bemenjenek a klinikara. Sajnos sz€lsdséges reakciok
is megtorténtek. Clevelandban példaul az Aggodo
Nok Klinikajara (Concerned Women’s Clinic) 1978-
ban gyujtobombat dobtak és az leégett.! S ez csak
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egy eset volt az igen sok koziil, amely —véleményem
szerint— nem helyes magartasnak mindsiilt.

Tovabba Franklin Graham -Billy Graham
vilaghirli evangelizator fia— a Newsmax miisoraban
késziilt mult pénteki interjuban kijelentette, hogy a
Roe kontra Wade iigy 6ta tobb, mint 60 milli6 artatlan
gyermekélet lett abortusz altal elvéve.? Elmondhato,
hogy ez volt a legsulyosabb kdvetkezménye az 1973-
as dontéshozatalnak.

Franklin Graham biinnek nevezte az abortuszt
¢s elmondésa szerint rengeteg né azdta megbanta
azt, hogy elvetette a gyermekét. Azonban Krisztus
blinbocsato kegyelme szamukra is fel van kinalva.

3. A visszavonas eredményeként az allamoknak
ismét lehetdségiik lesz betiltani vagy korlatozni
az abortuszt. A birésag dontése azt jelenti,
hogy ezentil minden dllam maga dont a sajat
szabalyozasarol. Varhatéan hogyan reagilnak az
USA allamai?

A legfels6bb birdsag junius 24-1, mult pénteki

dontése mindent a feje tetejére allitott. A Roe kontra
Wade iigy megdolt és véget vetett az abortuszhoz valod
alkotmanyos jognak, amely évtizedekig megvolt.
A legfelsébb birosag altal hozott mostani dontéssel
mar nem alkotmanyellenes az abortusz korlatozasa,
ezért megvan a lehetdség arra, hogy errdl allamonként
donthetnek. (50 4llam és District of Columbia.)

Nagy valoszinliséggel, a demokrata tobbségii
¢s vezetést allamokban a torvény ellen lesznek, tehat
azokban az allamokban tovabbra is —korlatok nélkiil-
engedélyezik az abortuszt; azonban a republikdnus
vezetéssel bird allamok az élet védelme érdekében
fognak 1épni.

Egyes hirek szerint a mostani abortusz
kérdésében meghozott dontés, az idei 0szi —november
8-1— 1dOk6zi szenatusi €s képviseld valasztasokra is
hatassal lehet, st még az utana kovetkezd dontésekre
¢s valasztasokra is. Mindezt természetesen a jovo
fogja megmutatni.

4. Joe Biden megforditana a Roe kontra Wade
dontést, és felszolitotta az Egyesiilt Allamok
valasztott tisztségviseloit, hogy védjék meg a
nok abortuszhoz valéo jogat. Milyen lépésekre
szamithatunk?

Meglatasom szerint a republikanus partvezetés
ezzel a torvénnyel egy olyan hatszelet kapott,
amely nagyban megerdsitheti a partot, ha bolcs ¢és
megszervezett 1épéseket tesz. Donald Trump volt
amerikai elnok, aki elndksége alatt és partja élén az
¢letet, a magzatot védo életelvet képviselte, 6romét
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fejezte ki a dontés kapcsan és gydzelemnek titulalta.
Mike Pence, volt amerikai alelndk pedig ugy
nyilatkozott a mostani dontés kapcsan, hogy ,,Az élet
gy6zott.” E mostani dontés része lehet és segithet a
2024. november 5-1 elndkvalasztds 6 vagy Donald
Trump javara torténd pozitiv kimenetelén.

Azonban maga a dontés kordntsem jelenti azt,
hogy az orszag véget vetett az abortusznak, hiszen
most allami szinteken fog folytatodni a harc, melynek
kimenetelét —az egyéni allami szinteken— az fogja
eldonteni, hogy republikanus vagy demokrata tobbség
van-e a dontéshozatalnal.

Emellett ne felejtsik el azt sem, hogy
az Amerikai Egyesiilt Allamok jelenlegi elnoke
demokrata, és az allaspontja egyértelmii az abortusz
tekintetében. Az egyik kijelentése szamomra,
mint keresztyén ember szamdara megddbbentd €s
elfogadhatatlan, mely igy hangzik: ,,Az abortuszhoz
valo jog az ’Isten gyermeke’ 1étb6l fakad.” Talan erre
szoktuk j6 magyarul mondani, hogy ,,keveri a szezont
a fazonnal.” Tehat ahogy latjuk is, a ,harcnak” még
nincs vége.

Viszont ez a nem mindennapi dontés
elindithatja az orszagot egy olyan iranyba, hogy az
amerikai ember végre belatja, mégiscsak sziiksége van
Istenre és taldn egy nap a Bibliat is be lehet majd vinni
az iskoldkba vagy a kobdl kifaragott Tizparancsolat
visszakeriil a birésagok és varoshazak épiileteire €s a
foterekre, melyet oly sok helyen —sajnalatos modon—
leszedettek, mert alkotmanyellenesnek mindsitették,
mert sérti a masok, mas vallasuak jogait és nézeteit.
Ezért —a mostani elsé nagy 1épésnél és dontésnél—
elengedhetetleniil fontos, hogy az egyhazak —mi,
mint keresztyének— imadsagban kérjilik az ¢let Urat és
Megvaltojat, aki az életért van, és mindent megtesz az
élet védelméért —hiszen O maga az élet—, hogy minél
tobb amerikai allam térvénybe iktassa a gyermekek
védelmét az anyaméhben. Emellett, hogy az amerikai
nemzet rdddbbenjen az élet kimondhatatlan értékére
¢s az annak megtartasdhoz vald jogosultsagra.

5. Milyen hatassal lesz mindez Eurdpara?

A dobbenetes az Amerikdban  torténd
dolgokkal kapcsolatban az, hogy az itt torténteknek
¢és valtozasoknak nagy hatdsa volt és van nemcsak
Eurépara, hanem az egész vilagra. Vilaghatalomként
Amerika —idézdjelben— ,,diktalasa” nem
minden esetben a legjobb. Azonban, a jelenlegi
torvénymodositas ravilagit arra, hogy van kivétel és
hozhatnak még itt is j6 dontéseket. Hala Istennek!

Az egyre inkabb liberalizmusba meriilé —vagy
talan mar el is meriilt— nyugat-europai vezetés talan

most elgondolkozik, hogy az emberi élet védelme
mindenekfelett levd, hiszen Istentdl valo rendelés ez.
Bizom benne, hogy ez pozitiv hatassal lesz—legalabbis
az emberi ¢életnek ezen az elengedhetetlentiil fontos
tertiletén— Eurdpa ¢€letére €s dontéseire.

Ha mar Eur6parol beszéliink, akkor emlitsiik
meg Magyarorszagot is, ahol —a jelenlegi Kormany,
mely a keresztyén/keresztény konzervativ nézeteket
erdsen képviseli-mindent megtesz a magyar emberek,
a csaladok és a sziiletendd gyermekek védelme
érdekében. Meglatasom szerint —hadd tegyem hozza,
hogy ez csak az én véleményem— Amerika abortusz
liberalizmusanak nem volt olyan nagymértékii
befolydsa Magyarorszagra az elmult 12 év sordn,
mivel a Magyar Kormany vilagos allaspontot képviselt
¢és képvisel, igy az elkovetkezd években az abortusz
kérdésében hozott mostani dontés csak megerdsiti a
konzervativ keresztyén latasmodot és élléspontot az
¢let Vedelme erdekeben Magyarorszagon is.

Ist@h

T@W@Z@tt @ng@m

AIk@tott @ngczm
I\/lczgond engem

M@gg\/@gwt engem
- Megved engem
Felemel @hg?zm

Szeret engem

6. A Legfelsobb Birosag dontése nyoman rengeteg
varatlan terhesség nyoman a n6k nem tudjak, hova
forduljanak a valsag pillanataban. Az egyhaznak
lehetosége van arra, hogy alazatosan kozbelépjen,
és szeretetteljes, e gyiittérzo, holisztikus
gondoskodast nytjtson.

Roe vs Wade visszavonasa utan hogyan allhatunk
ki az élet mellett?

Eldszor is hadd mondjam el azt, hogy —jo
értelemben— megdobbentd, hogy pont a demokrata
iranyitas idején tortént meg ez az igen fontos dontés.
Mivel még mindez az Gijdonsag erejével hat és a felek
még most gondolkoznak a megteendd Iépéseken,
illetve valaszlépéseken, ezért varhato, hogy nem fog
minden egyszerlien menni és ez igaz lesz az egyhdzak

Folytatds a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrol

tekintetében is. Eppen ezért fontosnak latom azt, hogy
az egyhazak, a helyi gyiilekezetek, a keresztyének
kialljanak azért, amit Jézus Krisztus tanitott az életrol,
hogy neki célja van minden egyes emberi élettel,
mert Isten, Fidban Krisztusban ,, kivalasztott minket
maganak mar a vilag teremtése elott, hogy szentek
és feddhetetlenek legyiink elotte szeretetben”, ahogy
ezt az Efézusi levél 1. részének 4-ik versében talaljuk
vagy ahogy a zsoltaros irja a 139-ik zsoltarban:
., Alaktalan testemet mar lattak szemeid,; konyvedben
minden meg volt irva, a napok is, amelyeket nekem
szantal, bar még egy sem volt meg beldliik.” (16.
vers) Ezt az emberi életrdl szolo bibliai igazsagot
fontosnak latom hangsulyozni azoknak az anydknak,
akik azon gondolkoznak, hogy elvetessék a megfogant
gyermekiiket.

Ha pedig mar megtortént az abortusz, akkor
az Egyhaz elsddleges kiildetése és szolgalata feléjiik
a szeretet, a blinbocsanat, az elfogadas, hiszen maga
az Atyaisten ugy szeretette ezt a blinokkel teli vilagot,
hogy a legkedvesebbet, az egysziilott Fiat adta oda
érte (Janos evangéliuma 3:16). Ez a mi feladatunk,
hogy Isten kegyelmével kozeledjlink azok felé, akik
olyat késziilnek tenni vagy mar olyat tettek, ami nem
az Uristen akarata, mert O mindig az életért van!

Az interju tomor valtozata a Reformatusok Lapja
2022. julius 6-i szamdban jelent meg Weberné
Zsikai Maria ujsagiro altal: https://reformatus.hu/
egvhazunk/hirek/ujra-az-elet-vedelmeben/

Forras:
"https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/27/us/roe-wade-
decision-1973.html
*https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/abortion-roe-v-wade-
franklin-graham/2022/06/24/id/1076014/
Shttps://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/24/us/politics/abortion-
ruling-trump.html
“https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/2022/may/lsquo-it-rsquo-
s-murder-rsquo-franklin-graham-joins-fellow-christians-in-
decrying-biden-rsquo-s-use-of-Isquo-god-rsquo-to-defend-
abortion-rights

Nagy Istvan:
Indul a pesti tiintetés

A Peto6fi-szobor fel6l
Kossuth utcdjan 6zénol
Hérom szin oltalma alatt
Az ifj, magyar aradat.
Szivekbdl kinyilatkoz6
Egység ez itt, mindenhato,
Feliilr6] nem hazudhato,
Nem oldhat6, nem ronthato,
Oktoberi tavaszt hozo.

A Kossuth-nota dallama
Szilajul-szebb, mint valaha.
Nyomul a haromszinii sor,
Egy ember-fiirtos balkonon
Z&szl6 merészkedik els,
Konnyet ejt a jarokels.
Feltamadasi kormenet
Vonul: hivé magyar sereg
Milli6 résbdl fényre j6
Egész orszagnyi tiintetd.
Oh, forradalmi honﬁsag,
Osz harmatan kmyﬂt virag,
Te félelem és csalatas
Alél kivillané parazs,

Te csipker6zsa-almu né,
Ily virraddsra serkend,

_ Tefoldalatti szenvedély,
Igy bujtogass:,, Magyar, ne félj!”
Hirrel hireszteld szerteszét
A szabadsag jovetelét!

~A rendszert az egész magyar nép soporte
el. (...) A vilagon paratlan szabadsagharc
volt ez, a fiatal nemzedékkel a népiink
élén. A szabadsagharc azért folyt, mert a
nemzet szabadon akart donteni arrél, hogy
miképpen éljen. Szabadon akar hatarozni
sorsa, allamanak igazgatasa, munkajanak
értékesitése feldl.”
Mindszenty Jozsef (1956)
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Peter Pal Bodor, Auxiliary Bishop
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

USA
Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center
and Museum and Archives, Ligonier, PA

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csiha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j. Filetelke: Financial assistance for Eniké R6zsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the refugees from Ukraine and our friends
and fellow Hungarians in Karpatalja.

b. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

c. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

d. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA
Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.
Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Kérjiik, hogy adomdnyaikat az Egyhdzkeriileti
peénztaroshoz kiildjék:

Gergely

Rev. Tibor Kiraly, Synod Treasurer
79 Birchwood Drive, Fairfield, CT 06824
Tel: (973) 653-7052

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
calvinsynod1939@gmail.com
440-488-7882

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Bodor Péter Pal
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium ¢és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat ¢s Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 1) templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak ra Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Segitsiik a menekiilteket Ukrajnabol és a karpataljai
magyar baratainkat és honfitarsainkat.

b. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” drvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

c. Csap: “Morzsédkat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tamogatasara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
d. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek ¢és
evangglizacids kozpont fo épiilete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkésai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédiaja. Eldre
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyd: A Reformatus Egyhazkozség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.
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INSURANCE THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

At GBU Life, we specialize in life insurance and annuity products to protect families and anchor retirements.
Yet, we do things differently than most insurance providers.

We don't have shareholders. We don't have clients. Instead, we have members—members who come to GBU
Life to secure their futures, build their legacies and impact the communities around them.

From the start, GBU Life has been member-owned and member-driven. As a not-for-profit company, we
emphasize value—and values. Our members can realize their financial protection goals and give back to
people and causes that matter most to them.

READY TO FIND OUT MORE? CONTACT ONE OF YOUR LOCAL
GBU DISTRICT 3000 REPRESENTATIVES:

New Jersey
Rev. Martin 848-240-1028

Pennsylvania
Joseph Fabri  724-843-6162

Ohio
Mark Sowick  330-323-5386

GBU-BRAND-AD-0521
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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Sharing our Fraternal Spirit throughout the year

Join Hands Day

Feed Your Community

Holiday Baskets Program

Frontline
VWorkers
Qutreach

Easter Baskets Program

Join Hands Against Hunger

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
(412) 231-2979 ® www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife




