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“They saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him.”

(Matthew 2:11 NIV)
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The Ones Who Proclaimed
the Good News First

Scripture reading: Luke 2:1-20

Text: “The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard
and seen, which were just as they had been told”
(Luke 2:20 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

" At Christmas  we
celebrate the birth of a special
child. Although Jesus Christ’s
birth was two thousand years
ago but continues to have a great
significance even today. The Son
of God came to redeem sinners,
and brlng the peace and the love
of God for people. This is good news, and the very
first who proclaimed it were the shepherds.

Why the shepherds?, we may ask. Has not it
been better and more practical if the leaders of the
Jews would have learned and heard about the birth of
the new king and Messiah first? Humanly speaking
it would have been the best opportunity for God so
the whole nation of Israel has accepted Christ as
Messiah and Savior. This, however, did not happen as
many things do not happen in our lives in a way we
want, think or expect. It was God’s decision that the
shepherds hear the Good News first: “A Savior has
been born to you...; the Messiah, the Lord.”

Let us look at who the shepherds were. Being
a shepherd was an independent but responsible job.
They had to make sure that the sheep were safe from
wandering off and injuring themselves, as well as
from the dangers of thieves and wolves. Some of
Israel’s great heroes and leaders were shepherds, like
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David. They were well
respected persons.

This, however, changed by the first century, in
Jesus’ time. The shepherds had an unsavory reputation.
They were considered dishonest and thieving. They
led their herds onto other people’s land and pilfered
the produce of the land. Most of the time they were
out in the desert, for months, without any supervision,
therefore they were often accused of stealing some of
the increase of the flock. Therefore, the shepherds were
despised and disrespected. They could not give their
testimony at the court and officially act in any legal
cases. It is so strange that God wanted these socially
despised people to be the first to hear the Good News.
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Maybe we may find the answer to our question,
why the shepherds, in how Jesus approached the
despised and sinners. Christ said that He has not
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
Additionally, He also taught about that it is not the
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. Jesus Christ
came also to them, even if they would not admit it.
Christloved the outcasts and the unloved. Additionally,
His mission was mostly to the poor, to the poor in
spirit and to those who were sick either physically
or spiritually. His mission was to the oppressed, the
despised, the excluded and the brokenhearted. Now
we may understand more about why the angel of the
Lord came to the shepherds and declared the birth of
Jesus to them first.

Then we find that the angel named the baby:
Savior, who brings salvation from sin and redemption
to eternal life. Simeon, who was waiting for the
Messiah for a long time, said this when he saw the
baby Jesus, “For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of all people,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to
your people Israel” (Lk. 2:30-32).

After the final declaration of the angel,
“suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
men on whom his favor rests’” (v 13,14). The center
of their praise was the person of God and the blessed
word of peace was proclaimed to humanity. God
proclaimed peace by the birth of Jesus Christ. This
peace, between God and mankind, had been destroyed
in the Fall of Adam and Eve. However, in Christ and
by Him it can be restored.

The peace from Jesus is desperately needed in
these days, weeks, and months when two countries
are at war and it has an effect almost on the whole
world. The only solution is Christ and His presence
that brings peace if we are willing to hear His voice
and let Him work in our hearts.

The shepherds heard the declaration of the
angel about the good news of the Messiah’s birth and
they were facing a big decision. They could either
decide whether they wanted to see the Savior Jesus
Christ or not. Finally, they decided and said, “Let’s
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about” (v 15). So, they
went to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph and
the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.
When the shepherds met them, they shared everything
the angel proclaimed. Then they “returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things they had heard and
seen” (v 20). They told everyone that they saw the

Savior. They could not keep this joy for themselves.

Jesus was born for you and me. This is what
we celebrate at Christmas. Yet His mission was to die
for our sins on the cross so we may receive new life.
The Father has demonstrated His love to us in His Son
even though we were separated from Him because of
our sins but He came close to us in Christ. There are
those who have already accepted this truth but there
are those who have not or do not want to.

I encourage you to accept Jesus as your
personal Lord and Savior. Make this decision. Just as
the shepherds had the opportunity to decide to go and
see the Savior Jesus, you also have the opportunity to
accept Him as your Lord.

Jesus stands at the door of your heart and
knocks. He is waiting for you to open the door. If you
are willing to accept and follow Him or if you want
to renew your relationship with Him because through
the months and years you have become weak in your
faith and have not followed Him that passionately,
like before, then I invite you to go before God in a
prayer.

If anyone makes this decision in Christ or
renews his or her relationship with Him that person
will experience God’s love, peace, and salvation.
By this he or she becomes the one who proclaims
the good news as the shepherds did. May God bless
all of us and may He give a wonderful and peaceful
Christmas. Amen.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

The Christmas Story
Text: Luke 2:1-20

The Christmas story is a familiar one to most
of us. We have heard it over and over again since we
were young. It’s a story that we are so familiar with
that sometimes we get a little tired of it. The first thing
we notice about this story is that it is true. Luke wasn’t
an eyewitness to all of these events himself, but he

Continued on Page 4



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Continued from Page 3

carefully investigated everything. He had access
to people who where eyewitnesses. People like
Jesus, and Mary. Luke isn’t writing a book of his
own opinions about Jesus, or a collection of ancient
folklore about Jesus, but he is writing an eyewitness
account of the events of Jesus’ life, in chronological
order, and with plenty of historical detail. The reason
that he mentions these minute details about a census
and Quirinius being the governor of Syria was because
these are all historical landmarks that people would
be able to identify with. The story isn’t only true, it is
also miraculous.

Here in Luke 2 we read about the first
announcement of Jesus’ arrival here on earth. These
common shepherds were tending the flocks out in
a field nearby and all of a sudden an angel appears
standing in front of them. It says that the glory of the
Lord shone around them. Some kind of heavenly light
accompanied the angel. I’'m not sure what that looked
like, but it really freaked out these poor shepherds.
There were terrified. The angels says, don’t be afraid,
I’ve got good news. Today, in the City of David —just
like the prophecy says— there has been born a Savior,
he is Christ the Lord.

The Messiah was this leader, this king, that
had been promised to the Jewish people. The promise
has been fulfilled today! What we have been waiting
for all these years is here!

The angel says: “‘This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there appeared with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, And on earth
peace among men with whom He is pleased.”” (Lk
2:12-14)

What a sight that must have been. These
shepherds got a glimpse into heaven. They are treated
to the very first Christmas choir! The angels sang:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace
among men!”

Everything about this birth was miraculous.

Because this story is miraculous it is also a
story that is worth repeating. When the angels had
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds
began saying to one another, “Let us go straight to
Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened
which the Lord has made known to us.” So as soon
as the angels leave, the shepherd’s say, let’s go check
this out. The story was so amazing, the events were so
earth shaking, they had to go and tell others. The story
is still supernatural and special and worth repeating.
The events that took place that night are still amazing

and life changing. We read that the shepherds were
amazed. They couldn’t believe it.

And that’s why my friends the story of Jesus’
birth is worth repeating. It is worth revisiting year after
year. It is worth talking about it. It is worth hearing
about it. It is a story that still changes everything. The
shepherd’s went out and told people about what they
had seen and heard, but Mary treasured these things,
pondering them in her heart. Mary dealt with the news
by treasuring what she had, and pondering it in her
heart.

It is a story that deserves some serious thought
on our part as well. Just think what that birth means
—Emmanuel- God with us! Finally, this is a story
that is worth celebrating. “The shepherds went back,
glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard
and seen, just as had been told them.” This story gives
us reason to sing, and to celebrate. Even with Santa,
and presents, and trees, and all the other stuff.

For us as Christians, it is even better because
we know why we are celebrating. We know who
the party is for. We can’t help but glorify and praise
God for all that we have heard and seen. Last night
we gathered FOR OUR CANDLE LIGHT Christmas
Eve service. It WAS a time of fellowship, singing,
and praising God. Because the story of the birth of
Jesus Christ is cause for celebration. It is that special,
that unique, that miraculous. It is a birthday that is so
significant that thousands of years later people are still
celebrating it.

So let us be joyful let us celebrate, let us come
and share the good news and make is a very Merry
Christmas.

Rev. Stefan M. Torok

- Todayfin¥the
townYofgDavidial
'Saviordhas}been)

'bornYtoYyousyhelis;
ithelMessiah¥the]

’ ferl, T Tl e
afsignitoyousRVou!
ootil] e @ Betegy

wrapped{inycloths]
landilying
infa¥mangerg




CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

OBITUARY
Mr. Endre Csoman
April 17,1938 — August 17, 2022

Endre Csoman, 84, of
B Patterson Township, went
| to be with his loving Lord
g on Wednesday, August
# 17, 2022 and into the
f arms of his late dear wife
Arlene Csoman, whom he
b married on June 3%, 1961.
: : Endre was surrounded by
s his family in the last days
O\ of his lifé in the beautiful
home he made with Arlene, on Darlington Road in
Patterson Township.

The Csoman Family

Until his recent illness, Endre would faithfully
visit Arlene’s grave site at the cemetery everyday
tending to a small flower garden he made for her
and taking fresh flowers from his home. Endre loved
spending time at his cottage at Pymatuning Lake
which he built by hand with his sons.

Born April 17, 1938, in Szentdomonkos,
Hungary, he was the son of the late Lajos and Julia
Csomany. Arlene and Endre first met at a harvest dance
at a Hungarian Club in Hazelwood in 1957. It was
Arlene’s father, Alexander “Shine” Kovacs, who was
first to greet Endre at the Hungarian Reformed Church
in Hazelwood, which sponsored refugees following
the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. Endre traveled
from his small village with his dear cousins and best
friends, Joseph Fabri and the late Andre Spagina.
They first escaped to Austria, then to Germany, before
arriving at Camp Kilmer in New Brunswick, N.J., a
former Army camp that became a resettlement camp
for some 30,000 refugees following the Hungarian

Revolution.

Endre and Arlene were active members of the
Third Avenue Calvin Reformed Church in Beaver
Falls, where he served as Chief Elder for a number
of years. He was recognized in 2008 as an Exemplary
Church Worker by the Calvin Synod Conference of
the United Church of Christ. His church family was
dear to Endre.

Endre was actively involved in the Hungarian-
American community, and he served as an unofficial
historian, once being interviewed on Hungarian
television. On March 13, 2012 Endre was honored by
the Government of Hungary for a lifetime dedication
to the Hungarian Community in the United States
with a special ceremony at Parliament in Hungary.

Endre was proud of his vocational training and
work in the steel mills in Beaver County. After many
years of such work, he was elected as Vice President
of the Hungarian Reformed Federation of America in
Washington, D.C., where he worked for eight years.
Following that, he served as Vice President Fraternal
at the William Penn Association in Pittsburgh. At both
the HRFA and the WPA, Endre started the tradition
of Hungarian picnics, first in Ligonier and then at
Penn Scenic View in Youngwood. Many friends and
colleagues would gather for days before to make all
the food preparations for the chicken paprikash and
goulash. Through his work, Endre and Arlene had the
great joy to travel to Hungary many times together
and share their love of the culture and language with
many friends. Endre was recognized in 2006 as the
Fraternalist of the Year by the Pennsylvania Fraternal
Congress.

Mr. and Mrs. Endre Csoman
Continued on Page 6



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Continued from Page 5

Heis survived by five children and their spouses,
Julia Csoman, Patterson Township, Endre “Butch” and
Nadine Csoman, New Galilee, Kati Csoman and Emil
Nagengast, Huntingdon, PA, Joe and Connie Csoman,
North Sewickley Township, Louis and Renee Csoman,
Chippewa Township; five grandchildren, Alan
Csoman, Shaunte Csoman, Otto Nagengast, Hanna
Csoman, Levi Csoman; and three great-grandchildren,
Cheyenne Csoman, Ashton Curry, and Gage Curry and
three step-grandchildren Nadine Foik, Chad Shaffer
and Tyler Shaffer. Endre Arlene is also survived by
many relatives in Hungary, most notably his beloved
cousin Margit whom he called on a regular basis.

Left to right: Kati, Arlene, and Endre Csoman
The family is grateful for the support of the
Allegheny Health Network hospice care team and
especially for nurse Rhonda and nurse Nicole and
health aid Karen.

Rev. Illona Komjathy, Pastor of the First Hungarian
Reformed Church, Pittsburgh, PA
deliveres the funeral sermon

Friends will be received on Saturday,
August 20 from 10 am. to 1 p.m. in the HILL &
KUNSELMAN FUNERAL HOME, 3801 Fourth
Ave., College Hill, Beaver Falls. A brief service will
be held at the Funeral Home at 1 p.m. and a committal
following at the Chapel at the Beaver Falls Cemetery.
A celebration of life service will be planned in the
fall at the Third Avenue Calvin Reformed Church in
Beaver Falls.

Source:
https://obituaries.post-gazette.com/obituary/endre-
csoman-1085959239

Rt. Rev. Koloman K. Ludwig, Bishop Emeritus of
Calvin Synod deliveres the funeral sermon

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Bishop of Calvin Synod
gives the Benediction.
In the back are: Koloman K. Ludwig, Bishop
Emeritus and Rev. Ilona Komjathy, Pastor
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Rev. Dr. Medyesy was the pastor of the Whiting
OBITUARY Indiana congregation for 5 years, from 1969 — 1974.

Reverend Dr. Laslo Medyesy

Reverend Dr. Laslo
Medyesy, 82, passed away
on September 6, 2022,
in East Greenwich, R.I,
after surviving 21 years of
Parkinson’s Disease.

Laslo was born and
raised in Budapest, Hungary.
He escaped Hungary in 1963
and arrived in the United
States to study at McCormick
Seminary in Chicago. There
he met and marrled his wife of 55 years, Rev. Dr.
Coralyn T. Medyesy. Together, they embarked on a
wonderful life of serving churches, higher education,
travel, and family.

Laslo was a United Church of Christ (UCC)
minister for 47 years. He served congregations
and taught at Indiana University, Yale University,
Reformed Theological Academy, and Teikyo-Post
University. Then, he and Coralyn served as Global
Ministries mission co-workers, serving from 1994-
2011. Laslo was a professor of Theology at the
Gaspar Karoli Reformed University in Budapest,
Hungary during this period as a mission co-worker.
Upon retirement, Laslo and Coralyn then settled in
St. Augustine, Florida.

He will be deeply missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren, parishioners, and students.
Laslo was a man of faith and love. He was a scholar,
an author, and a constant student of life. He possessed
a deep understanding of humanity and was especially
appreciated for his enlightening wit.

A memorial service was held on September
10™ at 2:00 p.m. at Hill Funeral Home, 822 Main St.,
East Greenwich, Rhode Island. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to Parkinson’s 101, The
Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research.

Source:
Global Ministries is saddened to learn of the death of Laslo
Medyesy, By Global Ministries | published on Sep 28, 2022

Additional information about Rev. Dr.
Laslo Medyesy provided by Rt. Rev. Koloman K.
Ludwig Bishop Emeritus:

In Calvin Synod Dr. Medyesy served as:
General Secretary (2 years)

Deputy Bishop (2 years)

Youth Camp Director

His wife, Rev. Coralyn Medyesy, served the Gary,
Indiana congregation during this time. Coralyn was of
English ancestry, and learned Hungarian in order to be
ordained by Calvin Synod. She later served one of our
New Jersey congregations.

: Congregational Sharings
130+1 Anniversary of The First

Hungarian Reformed Church
of Cleveland, Ohio

On Saturday, August
27, 2022 there was a
remarkable event in
the life of The First
Hungarian =~ Reformed
Church of Cleveland,
Our congregation celebrated the 130"+1
Anniversary of its founding. Fourteen Calvin Synod
pastors and guest pastors served at the celebration
worship service. Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, President
and General Minister of the United Church of Christ
delivered God’s message in English and Rt. Rev. Dr.
Csaba Krasznai, Pastor of the church and Bishop of
the Calvin Synod, delivered the sermon in Hungarian.
Special guests from Hungary have also participated
at this remarkable anniversary celebration: Dr. Agnes
Karasszon, Political Advisor of the Secretary of State
for Culture. She is also the granddaughter of the late
Prof. Dr. Dezs6 Karasszon of the Debrecen Reformed
Theological University; Dr. Istvan Mozes Mezd,
Head of the Synod Office of The Reformed Church in
Hungary also participated with his father, Rev. Istvan
Mez0, Pastor of the Reformed Church of Jaszberény,
Hungary.

KOO

Ohio.

Participating pastors at the Jubilant Worship Service

Continued on Page 8



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Continued from Page 7

A celebration dinner followed the anniversary
worship service. Our church is so delighted for this
wonderful event, for the remembrance and great
milestone in our congregation’s life. We would like
to express our sincere appreciation to the dedicated
church members, our organizations, companies,
businesses, and other volunteers who helped make
this celebration a beautiful historical and spiritual
event in our church’s life.

Thanks be to God for the blessed and

remarkable event!

Beata Krasznai

Left to right: Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, Beata
Krasznai, Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Dr. Agnes Karasszon,
Rt. Rev. Péter P. Bodor, Tiinde Ilona Krasznai Kiraly,

Lakeside Classis Meeting at the
West Side Hungarian Reformed
Church, Cleveland, Ohio

On October &8, 2022 we have had the
opportunity and the privilege to gather at Lakeside
Classis Meeting at the West Side Hungarian Reformed
Church, Cleveland, Ohio. We worshiped our Lord God
and Rev. Dr. Emery B. Laszlo, Pastor of the church
encouraged the participating pastors and church
leaders with a thought provoking devotional.

) |

Rev. Dr. Emery B. Laszlo delivers God'’s message to
the participants at the Lakeside Classis

Excerpt of the devotional delivered by Rev. Dr. Emery
B. Laszlo:

In their own languages

Thousands of years ago the mankind
committed a collective rebellion against God and He
replied with collective punishment at the tower of
Babel. God confused and mixed the languages and
since then we suffer the consequences of our rebellion.
But God also has a merciful heart and decided to
resolve this terrible misery. Two thousand years ago
the Holy Spirit came down from above and on that
day everybody was able to understand the Good
News in his or her own language. Later the miracle
should be continued and since that day everybody
would be able to understand the Word of God...

What we —as born again Christian people— are
really need is a language tutorial given by the same
Holy Spirit. Time to time we have to learn “hospital
language” to be able to communicate with the sick...
On another day you have to learn the “peace maker
language” to be able to build a bridge in a broken
family or to destroy the wall among people. Finally
we definitely asked or commanded to learn the
“language of understanding” between the generations.
This really means to start the contemporary worship
services but beyond these events we have to speak
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“modern or post-modern language”. This means to
keep boldly the basic eternal and perfect principles of
the Bible because God Himself keeps them. But we
definitely commanded to translate these principles to
the language of our audience. And if you think you
are a little bit too old to do this then pray for the other
servants and —at least— do not obstruct their ministry.

In the afternoon, after lunch, we gathered for
a business meeting. Church reports were presented
by the Chief Elders of our five Lakeside Classis
churches: 1. The Hungarian Reformed Church of

Buffalo, NY; 2. The West Side Hungarian Reformed
Church, Cleveland, OH; 3. The Hungarian Reformed
Church of Fairport Harbor, OH; 4. The Hungarian
Reformed Church of Lorain, OH UCC; and 5. The
First Hungarian Reformed Church of Walton Hills,

Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Bishop and Dr. Albert Ladanyi,
Synod Presbyter present a check from Calvin Synod to
Rev. Peter L. Toth and Mr. John Gergely, Chief Elder
for the Lorain church’s 120" Anniversary

One of the major items of the meeting was a
presentation on Ukrainian Refugees in Hungary, by
Rev. Thomas Burian, Pastor of the Hungarian Reformed
Church of Buffalo, NY and how the Reformed Church
in Hungary helps the refugees through the Office of
the Hungarian Reformed Church Aid.

Excerpt of the presentation made by Rev. Thomas
Burian:

Service of the Hungarian Reformed Church Aid

The charity service of the Reformed Church
in Hungary helps those fleeing the war in Ukraine.
Anyone can support the humanitarian aid program.
Since the outbreak of the Ukrainian-Russian war,
hundreds of thousands of people have fled from
Ukraine to Hungary, including many Trans-Carpathian
Hungarians. The Hungarian Reformed Church Aid was
among the first organization to mobilize its staff and
volunteers to provide immediate assistance to those
fleeing the armed fighting. Our foundation has been
helping refugees with food, hygiene kits, information,
spiritual support and shelter. Charity Service staff
and volunteers have so far provided assistance in 29
locations across the country. Since the beginning of

this humanitarian crisis, our organization has provided
tens of millions of Hungarian Forints worth of durable
supplies of food and sanitary products to those suffering
from armed struggle. Also we provided emergency aid
packets to those who remained in Trans-Carpathian.
Our donations have reached approximately 461 tons,
of which 280 tons of durable food delivered to Trans-
Carpathia, we have been able to provide shelter for
around 7,000 people and we have helped over 200 000
times at our points of presence. This work is ongoing,
and would be needed even if the war finishes today.
You can help too!

aticiptmg akeside Classis tors and
Church Leaders

OF LORAIN, OHIO UCC

i CELEBRATES THEIR 120™ ANNIVERSARY ¢ i

The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom
then shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my
life— of whom then shall I be afraid? Psalm 27: 1

Psalm 27:1 was the text of the opening
anthem sung by the Chancel Choir of the Hungarian
Reformed Church of Lorain, Ohio UCC directed by
Jill Pongracz Murrell and represented the overarching

Continued on Page 10
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theme of one hundred and twenty years in the life
and times of our congregation. A year of activities
highlighting the history of the Hungarian Reformed
Church of Lorain, Ohio UCC culminated in a joyous
celebration of the 120™ Anniversary of the church on
October 14" 2022. Rev. Peter L. Toth organized the
worship service and the congregation was blessed
with the participation of guest ministers, the church
choir and the sound of our beautiful organ played by a
guest organist, Jayne Bartish Kacik. The cover art for
the Order of Worship was designed by Doug Smith in
memory of his grandfather, William F. Smith.

Ca V2,

The Lorain church’s Chancel Choir sings the
opening anthem directed by Jill Pongracz Murrell

Participants in the worship service included
Rev. Roberto Ochoa, Minister for Ethnic Inclusion &
Congregational Support for Rural & Small Churches
of UCC, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Bishop of
the Calvin Synod and Honorary Consul of Hungary in
Ohio, Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi, Bishop Emeritus of
the Calvin Synod and Dean of the Lakeside Classis,
Rev. Igor Botansky, Retired Hungarian Adventist
Minister, and the Very Rev. Eva Tamasy, Dean of the
Hungarian Lutheran Churches of the USA and Canada.
Lifetime church member, Barbara Przybylowicz read
the Scriptures. Their meditations and prayers provided
an uplifting experience as we praised God for His
blessings throughout our years of existence.

After the worship service, we continued the
celebration with the singing of the National Anthems
of the United States and Hungary by the Chancel
Choir. Our guests were welcomed by our Chief Elder,
John Gergely, with some opening remarks. Rev. Peter
L. Toth introduced the guests in attendance including
Dr. Endre Szentkiralyi, author on Hungarian culture
and President of the United Hungarian Societies based
in Cleveland, Ohio. We were then treated to a video
presentation of pictures from our history organized
by Vice Elder-Gregory S. Smith, Consistory member-

Doug Smith and produced by his son, Maddux Smith
in memory of father, grandfather and great-grandfather
William F. Smith — General Chairman Emeritus, who
provided the cover art for many of our Annual Reports
and Anniversary Books. (The video, as well as many
candid pictures, are posted on the church Facebook
page — The Hungarian Reformed Church of Lorain,
Ohio UCC for your viewing pleasure.)
; 1
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Barbara Przybylowicz reads the Scriptures

A delicious buffet dinner with baked goods
provided by our church members and table fellowship
was enjoyed by all and was organized by our Annual
and Special Events Chair and Kitchen Chair, Susie
Pongracz Fortner. Our guest accompanist, Jayne
Bartish Kacik, played beautiful music to add to this
memorable day! The walls of our church hall were
adorned with pictures of all of our past ministers.
It was an opportunity to reminisce about all of our
wonderful memories with hopes for a future full of
worship and praise to our Almighty Father and our
Savior, Jesus Christ for years to come!

“Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years
to come. Our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home!”

Jill Pongracz Murrell

Left to right: Rev. Peter L. Téth, Brigitta Toth, Beata
Krasznai, Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Rev. Roberto Ochoa,
and Dr. Endre Szentkiralyi
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Az Oromhir elsé hirdet6i

Lekcié: Lukacs 2:1-20
Textus: ,, A pasztorok pedig visszateértek, dicsoitve
es magasztalva Istent mindazert, amit hallottak és

lattak, ugy, ahogyan 6 megiizente nekik..”
(Lukdcs 2:20)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gytilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Krisztusban!

. Karéacsonykor egy
- kiilonleges gyermek sziiletését
tinnepeljiik. Jézus Krisztus 2000
évvel ezeldtt sziiletett bele ebbe
az embervilagba, akinek a mai
napig nagyon sok emberre van
oriasi hatasa. Isten Fia eljott,
hogy a bilindsoket megvaltsa,
¢s Isten békességét és szeretetét
hozza el az embereknek. Ez egy csodalatos romhir.
Ennek az o6romhirnek voltak a legelsé hirdetéi a
pasztorok.

Vajon miért éppen a pasztorok? —kérdezhetjiik.
Nem lett volna célszerlibb, hogy a zsidosag vezetdi
értesiiljenek eldszor az ) kirdly, a Megvaltd
sziiletésér6l? Emberileg nézve talan ez lett volna a
legmegfelelobb lehetdség Isten szamara, hogy Izrael
népe elfogadja Krisztust, mint Messiast és Szabaditot.
Azonban mégsem igy tortént, mint ahogy sok minden
nem ugy torténik az életlinkben, ahogy mi akarjuk,
gondoljuk vagy elvarnank. Sokszor Istennek egészen
mas a terve. Ez is az O dontése volt, amikor gy
rendelte, hogy a pasztorok halljak meg el8szor az
oromhirt: ,, Udvozitd sziiletett ma nektek, aki az Ur
Krisztus...”

Nézziik meg eldszor is, hogy kik voltak
a pasztorok. Pésztornak lenni egy fliggetlen, de
feleldsségteljes feladat volt. Mindig figyelnitik kellett
arra, hogy a ny4j biztonsagban legyen, ¢és tigyelniiik
kellett a leselkedd veszélyre, a tolvajokra vagy a

vadallatokra. Néhanyan Izrael nagy hdsei, vezetdi
koziil pasztorok voltak: Abraham, Izsak, Jakéb vagy
David. Ok mind nagy tiszteletnek 6rvendtek.

A pasztorok iranti tisztelet azonban —Jézus
idejére— mar nagymértékben megvaltozott, hirneviik
rossz lett. Sokszor megbizhatatlanok ¢és csalok
voltak. Masok foldjére terelték a nydjat, és mivel sok
honapon keresztiil minden feliigyelet nélkiil voltak,
ezért ellopkodtak a nydj szaporulatat. Ebben az iddben
mar a pasztorok megvetettek voltak és egyaltalan nem
tisztelték dket az emberek. Nem vehettek részt példaul
semmilyen jogi ligyintézésben, nem tanuskodhattak a
birdsagon. Igen furcsa hat és érthetetlen, hogy Isten
miért éppen ezekkel a tarsadalom 4altal ,,megvetett”
emberekkel kozolte eldszor az 6romhirt.

Talan a valaszt abban talalhatjuk meg, ahogyan
Jézus viszonyult a megvetettekhez, blinosokhoz.
Krisztus maga mondta, hogy O nem azért j6tt, hogy az
igazakat, hanem hogy a bilindsoket hivja megtérésre.
Tovabba arrdl is tanitott, hogy nem azoknak van
szlikségiik orvosra, akik egészségesek, hanem akik
betegek. Jézus Krisztus hozzajuk is jott, még ha ezt
nem is vallandk be onmaguknak. Krisztus szerette a
megvetetteket, a lenézetteket, azokat, akiket igazan
senki sem szeretett. Emellett a kiildetése elsdsorban
a szegények fel¢ szolt, akik lelkileg szegények és
megtort sziviiek, tovabba az elnyomottak irdnt, a
kivetettek, kikozositettek fele, akiket blindsoknek
titulaltak. Igy taldn jobban megértjiik, hogy az Ur
angyala miért éppen a pasztorokhoz jott, hogy el6szor
nekik hirdesse Jézus sziiletését.

Ezutan azt taldljuk, hogy az angyal
Szabaditonak, Udvozitdnek nevezte a megsziiletett
gyermeket. A Szabadito, aki szabadulasthozablinokbdl
¢s Udvosséget az oOrok életre. Ezt erdsitette meg
Simeon is, aki régota varta a Messias eljovetelét, mert
amikor eldszor kezébe vehette a Messias gyermeket,
ezt mondta: , Meglattak szemeim iidvosségedet,
amelyet elkészitettéel minden nép szeme lattara,
hogy megjelenjék vilagossagul a poganyoknak, és

Folytatas a 12. oldalon
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Folytatas a 11. oldalrol

dicsoségiil népednek, Izraelnek.” (Lk. 2:30-32)

Miutédn az angyal megosztotta az 6rombhirt a
pasztorokkal, ,, hirtelen mennyei seregek sokasaga
jelent meg az angyallal, akik dicsérték az Istent, és
ezt mondtak: 'Dicséség a magassagban Istennek, és
a foldon békesség, és az emberekhez joakarat.”” (13-
14. v) A dicséitésiik kdzéppontjaban Isten személye
allt és a békesség aldo szavait pedig a f6ldon €16
embereknek hirdették. Isten, Krisztus sziiletésével
bekességet hirdetett, azt a bekesseget amely akkor
romlott meg, amikor Addm és Eva biinbe esett.
Azonban Krisztusban és Oaltala mindez helyreallhat.

A Jézustol jovo békére és megbékélésre van
leginkabb sziikségiink ezekben a napokban, hetekben
¢és honapokban is, amikor két orszag haboruban all
egymassal és ennek szinte az egész vilagra hatasa
van. Az egyediili megoldds minderre Krisztus €s az
O békét teremtd jelenléte, ha meghalljuk szavat, ha
engedjiik Ot munkalkodni!

A pasztorok meghallottdk a  Messids
szililetésérol szolo oromhirt és egy nagy dontés eldtt
alltak. Eldonthették, hogy akarjak-e latni a Szabaditot,
az Udvozitd Jézus Krisztust vagy sem. Végiil ezt
mondtak: ,, Menjiink el egészen Betlehemig, és nézziik
meg: hogyan is tortént mindaz, amirdl iizent nekiink
az Ur.” (15. v.) Elmentek tehat és megtalaltak Mariat,
Jozsefet, és a jaszolban fekvd kisgyermeket. Amikor
meglattak, elmondtak azt az iizenetet, amelyet errdl a
kisgyermekrol kaptak az angyaltol. Majd ,,visszatértek,
dicsditve és magasztalva az Istent mindazért, amit
pontosan ugy hallottak és lattak, ahogyan 6 megiizente
nekik.” (20. v,) Elmondtak mindenkinek, hogy lattak
az Udvozitt. Ezt az iizenetet és élményt nem tudtak
magukban tartani.

Jézus érted ¢és értem sziiletett meg. Ezt
iinnepeljiik karacsonykor. A kiildetése pedig az volt,
hogy meghaljon a biineinkért a kereszten, hogy 0j életet
kapjunk. Az Atyaisten Fidban mutatta meg szeretetét,
annak ellenére, hogy blineink miatt el voltunk véalasztva
tole, de kozel jott hozzank Krisztusban. Vannak, akik
ezt mar felismerték, de sokan vannak, akik még nem
vagy egyszeriien nem akarjak elfogadni.

Arra batoritalak, hogy fogadd el Jézust, mint
Uradat és Megvaltddat. Hozd meg ezt a dontést.
Ahogy a pasztoroknak is fel lett kindlva a lehetdség,
hogy elmenjenek és meglassak, talalkozzanak a vilag
Megvaltojaval, tigy neked is felkinalja ezt Isten, hogy
fogadd el egysziilott Fiat.

Jézus ott all szived ajtaja eldtt, és kopogtat,
és azt Varja hogy befogadd Ot. Ha kész vagy Ot
elfogadni és kovetni, vagy ha meg szeretnéd yjitani a
Vele valo kapcsolatodat, mert a honapok, évek soran

meggyengiiltél a hitben és nem kovetted mar olyan
buzgdsaggal, mint kordbban, akkor arra hivlak, hogy
menj Isten el¢ imadsagban.

Barki, aki meghozza a dontést Krisztus mellett
vagy megujitja a Vele vald kapcsolatat, megtapasztalja
Isten szeretetét, békességét és szabaditasat. Ezaltal 6
maga is az 6romhir vivdje, tovabbaddja lesz, mint a
pasztorok. Isten dldjon meg mindannyiunkat és adjon
egy szeretettel és békeséggel teli kardcsony iinnepet!
Amen.

Szeretettel Krisztusban:
Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

o,
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Nehéz-e hinni mostanaban?
3. rész

El6z6 két cikkiinkben arra a kovetkeztetésre
jutottunk, hogy lehetséges: ahogy nagyobb a tudas,
ugy lehet mélyebb a hit — mar persze csak akkor,
ha az ember maga is hinni akar. Ebben a befejezd
részben kisérletet tesziink arra, hogy megtalaljuk a
sajat helylinket is ebben az érthetetleniil nagyszerti
vilagban. Mert sz€ép szavak ezek, hogy ,,0rok”, meg
,veégtelen”, esetleg: évmillidrdok meg Gsrobbanas...
de mi emberek azért elsdsorban azt kérdezziik: ,,na jo,
jO...de mi lesz velem?” Ne feledjiik az elemi gorog
leckét sem: mindenki tudja, hogy a Biblia a ,,vilag”
leirdsara a ,kozmosz” szot hasznélja, vagyis: Isten
a kozmoszt is ugy szerette, hogy Fiat odaadta érte.
Idéztiikk Derek Prince nagyszerli magyarazatat: az
orokkévalosag nem egyszeriien egy végtelen hosszi
id6, hanem maganak Istennek a létforméja. Ez a
teremtés eldtti 1étére is utal, meg a mi drokéletiinkre
is.

Nagy ¢és rendkiviil fontos kérdés az — mar
ha nem a legfontosabb — hogy mi is lesz VELEM a
halalom utan? Persze, tudom, hogy Jézus Krisztus
draga vére aran a mennybe keriilok. De mégis, mi
lesz azutan, ha lecsukom végleg a szememet? Nos, az
evangélium —jo hir—, erre a kérdésre is megnyugtatd
valaszt ad. Pal apostol ezt mondja: ,,Kivanva kivanok
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ebbdl a testbol elkdltozni, €s Krisztussal lenni, mert az
sokkal inkabb jobb...” Gyanitom, hogy ennél sokkal
tobbet nem is mondhatott volna, mert nem értettiik
volna meg. De a lényeg azért itt all, fehéren-feketén:
Nem tudom a GPS koordinatait annak a helynek,
ahova keriilok, de egyet tudok: Krisztussal leszek!
Kolt6i kérdés kovetkezik: mondjatok meg, lehet az
rossz hely, ahol egyiitt lehetek Krisztussal? Persze, a
gazdag és Lazar példazatdban Abraham kebelét jeldli
meg Jézus, mert az akkor zsidoknak hidba mondta
volna: ne féljetek, mert a halal utan velem lesztek...

J6-j6, de azbta eltelt mar majd kétezer
év... Nos, nem akarom az ,,0lcsobbik” megoldast
alkalmazni, hogy tudniillik id6 t6bbé nem lészen...
Legylink most nagyon tudomanyosak, jo? Szoval
az egyetemen is mar azt tanitjak, hogy keletkeznek
bizonyos fekete lyukak... és keletkeznek tigynevezett
»fereglyukak™ is, amelyeken — elméletileg — el lehet
jutni az univerzum egyik pontjabdl a masikba... Aztan
ugye, Luke Skywalker meg Han Solo is utaztak a
téridon keresztiil. Nos, képzeljiikk el a kovetkezd
esetet: Van egy ilyen féreglyuk, egyik végén belép
Pal apostol — és mar is Krisztussal van. Igaz, hogy ez
alatt itt, a ,,normalis id6ében” eltelik vagy kétezer év...
De nem Palnak — és nem nekiink. Félre ne értsétek,
eszem agaban sincs azt mondani, hogy igy lesz... Csak
annyit villantsunk fel —a mai tudomany fényében-,
hogy akar igy is lehetne. Es ez mar nem tudomanyos
fantasztikum, hanem ilyesmikért Nobel-dijat lehet
kapni.

A fereglyukak térido ket, hagyomanyos értelemben
tavoli pontja kozott is kozvetlen atjarot képezhetnek

Még valamit a ,kezdetr6l.” Szodval
megallapitotta a huszadik szédzadban a tudomény
azt, amit kozel kétezer éve mar a Zsidokhoz irt levél
szerzc'jje mar leirt: ,,a lathaté a lathatatlanbol allott
el6. Es mindenek el6tt ezt mondta Isten: ,,legyen
vilagossag...” Sok ember elhiszi ezt a kvantumos
dolgot — Stephen Hawking, meg Einstein tekintélye

alapjan. Igaz, hogy ezt mar ISTEN is kijelentette, no
de ezt hagyjuk. S végiil idézek egy csunya mondatot
korunk egyik nagy —¢s egyik legnépszeriibb—
csillagdszatol, a svajci Arnold Benzt6l. ,,Lehetséges,
hogy mind Orokre a kvantum-hatarozatlansag
fliggdnye takarja majd el eldliink a valaszt arra, hogy
mi is tortént a nulla-pillanatban?” Vagyis a juhasz
bacsi nyelvére leforditva: ,,Lehet, hogy soha nem
fogjuk megtudni...” De oriiljetek velem: a kezdetrdl
egyet azért tudunk: azt, hogy ISTEN mar ott volt,
munkalkodott, hiszen ,,Kezdetben teremtette az eget
¢s a foldet.” (Arnold Benz: Az univerzum jovdje,
Kalvin Jéanos kiado, 2001)

Végiil egy figyelmeztetéssel hadd zarjam —
ezt is Arnold Benz alapjan. Isten nem a ,,hézagokban”
lakik. Vagyis nem arra valo a hit meg a Biblia, hogy
ha valamit — legalabb is egyenlére — nem tudunk meég
megmagyarazni, akkor ,,elékapjuk” a magyarazatot:
,Ja igen, ez Isten ujjlenyomata am...” Engedjétek
meg, hogy ,,atfogalmazzam” kicsit az igét: ,,A hit a
nem latott —¢és megmagyarazhatatlan— dolgok feldl
valdé meggy6zd6dés.” Vannak dolgok, amiket most is,
¢s az emberi kor végéig ,,csak” hittel tudunk majd
felfogni — és lesznek jelenségek, amiket meg tud majd
magyarazni a tudomany. Taldn-talan erre is érvényes
az ige tanacsa: a kinyilatkoztatott dolgok a mieink.
Igaz ugyan, hogy ez Isten kijelentéseire vonatkozik,
de azért talan iranyt mutat abban is, hogy elfogadjuk —
hittel-azokat a tudomanyos jelenségeket is, amelyeket
nem értiink. Es boldog szivvel valljuk: ,,Még ezt is az
én Mennyei Atyam teremtette.” Es imé.

Ha valaki erre azt mondja majd magaban,
hogy ,,ez nekem tul magas...”, azt megnyugtathatom:
nekem is til magas. Es til magas volt Einsteinnek,
meg Stephen Hawkingnak, meg minden Nobel-
dijasnak. De vannak dolgok, amiket elsésorban
nem érteni kell, hanem elfogadni, és érezni. Akik
pedig hiszik, elfogadjak és atélik Isten szeretetének
golgotai, kézzelfoghatd csodajat, azok a Szentlélek
altal eljutottak az ,,0rok életre”. Ami —mint tudjuk—
az Isten-atya €s a Jézus-fiu 1étforméja volt eddig, de
szeretetilk ugy dontétt, hogy megosztjak veliink is.
Talalkozunk a kovetkezo ,.k6z6s” imadkozasnal és
imadasnal. (befejezés)

Nt. dr. LaszIo Imre

A hit pedig a remélt
dolgokban valo bizalom, és a

2 s

nem lathato«dolgok létérdsl

valé megg

Zsidokhoz irt |




CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

Egy évvel késébb

Weberné Zsikai Maria cikke
Reformatusok Lapja

Az oOhazatol tavol is magyar nyelven imadkozo
és zsoltarokat éneklé reformatusok hagyatéka
paratlan az Egyesiilt Allamokban. Kozottiik jart
Mez6 Istvan Mozes, a Zsinati Hivatal vezetdje, akia
clevelandi Els6 Magyar Reformatus Egyhazkozség
fennallasanak 130+1 éves évforduloja alkalmabol
tartott iinnepségen képviselte a Magyarorszagi
Reformatus Egyhazat.

Dr. Mezo Istvan Mozes, a Zsinati Hivatal vezetdje
koszonti az iinneplé vendégeket a diszvacsoran

Miért volt paratlan az évfordul6?

Mar tavaly szerették volna megiinnepelni a
gyiilekezet alapitasanak jubileumat, a koronavirus-
jarvany azonban nem tette lehetdvé, igy az idén kertilt
erre sor. Balog Zoltan pilispok nem tudott részt venni
az eseményen, ezért engem ért a megtiszteltetés,
hogy egyhazunkat képviselhettem. A latogatas célja
elsésorban a testvéri kapcsolatok apolasa és az ott €16
reformatusok helyzetének megismerése, valamint a
kolcsonos segitségnyujtas lehetdségeinek felkutatasa
volt, amelyekbdl hossza tava egyiittmiikddes
kezdddhet el.

A kooperaci6 nem feltétleniil anyagi
természetli lesz, sokkal inkdbb az anyaorszaghoz
kotédo lelki koldokzsinor szerepét toltheti be. Zavarba
ejto szeretettel, orommel és kedvességgel vettek koriil
minket. Az tlinnepi istentiszteleten John C. Dorhauer,
a Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhazanak elndke és Krasznai
Csaba plispok hirdette az Igét.

Dr. John C. Dorhauer, a Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhdza
elnoke iget hirdet az iinnepi istentiszteleten

Mi jellemezte az elmult 131 évet?

1891. mdajus 3-an alakult meg az elsd
hivatalos magyar reformatus gyiilekezet az egyesiilt
allamokbeli Clevelandben, Juranyi Gusztav lelkész, a
magyarorszagi reformatus zsinat akkori kiildottének
kezdeményezésére. Az egyhdzi életet hatvan taggal
inditottak el, akik a Nyirségbdl vandoroltak ki az uj
hazaba. Fontos volt szdmukra a kdzosség, szerettek
volna tartozni valahova. Eldszor bérelt szobdkban
tartottak istentiszteletet, bar sokuknak sajat otthona
sem volt még, Istennek akartak el6bb hazat épiteni.
1894-ben nyitotta meg kapujat fabol készilt
templomuk. 1904-ben mar kdétemplomban johettek
Ossze a hivek.

1949-ben  felszentelté¢k  az  amerikai
reformatussag korében egyediilallo, tobb ezer
személy befogadasara alkalmas katedralist, amely az
amerikai magyar reformatus kozosség legnagyobb
temploma volt. 1996-ra Gjabb templomot épitettek
Cleveland kertvarosi részében. Ma is ez az épiilet
ad otthont az istentiszteleteknek a Walton Hillsben.
Kezdetektdl fogva részt vettek az amerikai Krisztus
Egyesiilt Egyhdzahoz tartoz6 Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet
munkdjaban, amely 2019-ben valt a Magyar
Reformatus Egyhdz tagjava.

,,Felemel6 volt hazamtol 7500 kilométerr
magyarul zsoltarokat énekelni. Isten csodaja,
hogy 131 éve megmaradt itt a magya
kozOsség. Felértékelodott szamomra

benniinket 6sszeko6to lelki koldokzsinor, é
halasan gondoltam a 2009-ben elfogadot
egyhazi alkotmanyunkban veliik koétot
egylittmiikodésre.” (Mezé Istvan Mobzes)
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Lelkipasztorok és prominens vezetok
az tinnepli istentisztelet utan
Milyen az ¢let a clevelandi k6zosségben?

Masod-, harmadgeneracidos reformatusok
¢élnek ott, mar nem mindenki besz¢li az anyanyelvet,
de Orzik és époljak kulturdjukat, gyakoroljadk a
vendégszeretetet. Akozosséget Krasznai Csaba piispok
¢sfelesége, Beaasszony fogja 0ssze, szoros kapcsolatot
apolnak a tobbi ottani magyar gyiilekezettel Miamitol
Fairfielden at Buffaloig. J6l ismerik az ottani emberek
hétkoznapjait, és latjak, mekkora lelkészhiannyal
kiizdenek. Talan a legnehezebb helyzetben azok a
lelkészek vannak, akiknek a szorvanygyiilekezete hat-
nyolc o6ranyi autdzassal érhetd csak el. Magyarorszagi
viszonylatban nézve: mintha Debrecenbdl Gyoérbe
kellene jarni a gyiilekezeti tagokat latogatni.

A lelkészhianyra hamarosan megoldast kell
talalnunk, hiszen ahol nincs pésztor, ott szétszélednek
a juhok. Addig is reményre ad okot, hogy az ottaniak
bliszkék a magyarsagukra, egymassal megértok,
elfogadok, és vagynak a testvéri kozosség aldasara.
Az erdélyi reformatus ,,Békesség Istentdl”-t kdszon,
tobben a magyarorszagi ,,Aldds, békesség -et
hasznaljak, és aki mar nem beszél magyarul, ,,Peace
and Blessing”-gel 1idvozol. A kokardat szivesen
hordjak, az tiinnep alkalmabdl oOnérzettel oOltottek
magukra a diszmagyart, a népviseletet.

Forras:
Megjelent a Reforméatusok Lapja 2022. oktdberi szamaban
https://reformatus.hu/egyhazunk/hirek/egy-evvel-kesobb/

A lelki élet lehetbségei egy garazs vasarban

Isten igéje azt mondja, hogy akar esziink,
akar iszunk, mindent Isten dicsdségére cselekedjiink.

Sok éviinkbe keriilt meglatni, hogy hogy
lehet ezt jol és bolcsen alkalmazni azokon az
alkalmainkon, amiknek gy tlinik, nincs semmi koze
a lelki dolgokhoz. Hol is van ebben a hatar? Hisz
barmit tesziink, mondunk, hatassal van masok életére,
kedvére, véleményére, ha csak egy pillanatra is.

Gyiilekezetiink most  augusztusban s
csatlakozott a varos altal szervezett garazsvasarhoz,
amikor egész Walton Hills [azban ég. Mindenki kipakol
mindent a tél el6tt, amire nincs mar sziiksége, hisz ami
neki kacat, az méasnak kincs lehet. Ezzel a gondolattal
indultam neki én is a hdznak, na meg azzal, hogy itt az
ideje megszabadulni néhany dologtdl. A gyerekeink,
mint szorgos hangyak hordtdk a kocsiba a rég nem
latott és hasznalt babaagyat, satort, gyerekkdnyveket
¢s sok mast azzal a jelszoval, hogy most kegyetlennek
kell lenni és nem szabad semmit sajnalni. Megjegyzem
azért a végén csak visszalopkodott mindenki valamit
az asztalrol, valamit, aminek végig szurkolt, hogy ne
sikeriiljon eladni, bar évek 6ta nem hidnyolta. Sebaj,
eladjuk jovore.

A gylilekezeti tagok kozil is joparan asztalt
béreltek és két napon at ment az alkudozas, portéka
kinalgatas, kofasdg, ami ha egy napra is, de rettentden
tetszett nekem. Mert kozben elértiik azt a célt is, amit,
mint gyiilekezet szerettiink volna elérni, hogy lelkileg
is hatassal lehettiink masokra. Frissen siilt kolbasz,
kaposztastészta és sokféle siiti varta a pénzt kolteni
vagyokat és a hazrol hazra jarasban megfaradtakat,
de nem csak ez. Meghivokat osztogattunk az
alkalmainkrol, s meghivtuk Oket masnapra is a
modern Istentiszteletliinkre, s csodak csoddja el is
jottek néhanyan. Kis csoportokban vagy személyesen
beszélgetve megosztottuk kik vagyunk, mit csindlunk,
hogyan lehet elérni minket. Megmutattuk, hogy
az ajtd nyitva all mindenki el6tt, részei és részesei
vagyunk a varosban zajl6 életnek. S persze a hozzank
betérdk lathattak, hogy nemcsak magyarul, de angolul
is kitlinden értlink, beszéliink, s olyan hely vagyunk,
ahova maskor is eljohetnek.

A novekedést Isten adja, de igy vagy tgy mi
vagyunk a magvetok. Rank bizta a feladatot, hogy
kinyuljunk masokért, safarkodjunk azzal, amit rank
bizott. Ezzel a jokedvvel és lelkiilettel vagunk bele
Folytatas a 16. oldalon
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Folytatas a 15. oldalrél

a kovetkezd nagy programunkba, az autdmosasba
szeptemberben. Hissziik, hogy Isten pedig kipdtolja és
hozzéteszi a maga részét, kezdve azzal, hogy szuper
meleg id6t ad nekiink arra a napra és sok poros autot
hoz majd felénk, vallalkozé kedvi kliensekkel, akiket
meghivhatunk a kdvetkez6 alkalmainkra.

Krasznai Beata

Tanczos Katalin:
Az én Miatyankom

Mikor a szived mar csordultig tele, Mikor
nem csonget rad soha senki se, Mikor sotét felhd
borul életedre, Mikor, kiket szeretsz, nem jutsz az
esziikbe, O lelek ne csliggedj! Ne pusztulj bele!
Nézz fel a magasba reményteljesen, S fohaszkod;j:
MIATYANK, KI VAGY A MENNYEKBEN! Mikor
a maganyod ijeszton rad szakad, Mikor kérdésedre
valaszt a csend nem ad, Mikor koriilvesz a durva szok
0z0ne, Atkozddik a rossz: — Merre van Istene! O 1¢lek,
ne csuggedj' Ne roppanj bele! Nézz fel a magasba,
és hittel rebegd: URAM, SZENTELTESSEK MEG A
TE NEVED! Mikor mindenfel8l forrong a nagyvilag,
Mikor elnyomasban szenved az igazsag, Mikor a Pokol
szabadul a Foldre, Népek homlokara Kain bélyege
van siitve, O 1€lek, ne csiiggedj! Ne torjél bele! Nézz
fel a magasba hol 6rok fény ragyog, S kérd: URAM,
JOJJON EL A TE ORSZAGOD! Mikor beléd sajdul
a rideg valosag, Mikor életednek nem latod a hasznat,
Mikor magad kinlodsz, 14ztol gyotorve, Hisz bajban
nincs barat, ki veled torédne! O Iélek, ne csiigged;!
Ne keseredj bele! Nézz fel a magasba, hajtsd meg
homlokod, S mondd: URAM, LEGYEN MEG A TE
AKARATOD! Mikor a kisember fillérekben szamol,
Mikor a dragasag az idegekben tancol, Mikor a gazdag
milliot kolt: hogy €ljen, S millié szegény a nincstdl hal
¢hen, O 1élek, ne csliggedj! Ne roskadj bele! Nézz fel a
magasba tedd Bssze két kezed, S kérd: URAM, ADD
MEG A NAPI KENYERUNKET! Mikor életedbe
lassan belefaradsz, Mikor hited gyongiil, — sét, ellene
tamadsz, Mikor: hogy imadkozz, nincs kedved sem
erdd, Minden lizad benned, hogy tagadd meg OT,

O lélek, ne csiiggedj! Ne egyezz bele! Nézz fel
a magasba s hivd Istenedet: URAM, segits, S
BOCSASD MEG VETKEIMET! Mikor hitt¢l abban,
hogy téged meg becsiilnek, Munkad elismerik, lakastis
szereznek, Mikor Veritékig hajszoltad mag;dd, Késdbb
radobbentél, hogy csak kihasznaltak... O 1¢lek, ne
csiigged)! Ne ess kétségbe! Nézz fel a magasba, sird
el Teremtédnek: URAM, MEGBOCSATOK AZ
ELLENEM VETKEZOKNEK! Mikora nagyhatalmak
a bekét targyaljak, Mikor a béke sehol, csak egymast
gyilkoljak, Mikor népeket a vesztitkbe hajtjak, S
kérded: miért tiirod ezt? ISTENEM, MI ATY ANK?!
O l¢lek, ne csiliggedj! Ne pusztulj bele! Nézz fel a
magasba, s konyorogve szolj! Lelkiinket kikérte a
rossz, tamad, s tombol... URAM, MENTS MEG A
KISERTESTOL' MENTS MEG A GONOSZTOL!
AMEN. UTOHANG S akkor megszolal a MESTER,
keményen — szeliden, Tavozz Satan — sziinj vihar!
BEKE s CSEND legyen‘ Miért féltek kicsinyhitiek?
BIZZATOK! Hisz’ én megigértem Nektek: Pokoli
hatalmak rajtatok er6t nem vesznek! Huséges kis
nyajam, EN PASZTOROTOK vagyok, S a végso
idékig — VELETEK MARADOK!

A néhai Tanczos Katalin hajléktalan, ,, Az én Miatyankom”

cimii verse. O nem érhette meg a versének a sikerét, mert
megfagyott egy téli hideg hajnalon.

Ezen a
karacsonyon
segitsiink
azokon,
akiknek nincs
annyiuk
(mint nekiink)...

Boldog Kamcsonyz

Unnepeket Kivdnunk!
Wishing you a Merry Christmas

WILLIANM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

To learn how we can serve your family, call us at 412 231 2979
or visit us on the internet at www_wpalife org

Follow us on ﬁ"f' |a @WPALife
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Peter Pal Bodor, Auxiliary Bishop
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

USA
Support the victims of Hurricane Ian in Florida.

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csitha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j- Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rozsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the refugees from Ukraine and our friends
and fellow Hungarians in Karpatalja.

b. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

c. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

d. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA
Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.
Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Kérjiik, hogy adomdnyaikat az Egyhdzkeriileti
peénztaroshoz kiildjék:

Gergely

Rev. Tibor Kiraly, Synod Treasurer
79 Birchwood Drive, Fairfield, CT 06824
Tel: (973) 653-7052

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
calvinsynod1939@gmail.com
440-786-7272 ext. 13

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Bodor Péter Pal
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium ¢és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat ¢s Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 0j templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak ra Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Segitsiik a menekiilteket Ukrajnabol és a karpataljai
magyar baratainkat és honfitarsainkat.

b. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” drvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

c. Csap: “Morzsédkat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tamogatasara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
d. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek ¢és
evangglizacids kozpont 6 épiilete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkésai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédiaja. Elore
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyd: A Reformatus Egyhazkozség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.
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INSURANCE THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

At GBU Life, we specialize in life insurance and annuity products to protect families and anchor retirements.
Yet, we do things differently than most insurance providers.

We don't have shareholders. We don't have clients. Instead, we have members—members who come to GBU
Life to secure their futures, build their legacies and impact the communities around them.

From the start, GBU Life has been member-owned and member-driven. As a not-for-profit company, we
emphasize value—and values. Our members can realize their financial protection goals and give back to
people and causes that matter most to them.

READY TO FIND OUT MORE? CONTACT ONE OF YOUR LOCAL
GBU DISTRICT 3000 REPRESENTATIVES:

New Jersey
Rev. Martin 848-240-1028

Pennsylvania
Joseph Fabri  724-843-6162

Ohio
Mark Sowick  330-323-5386

GBU-BRAND-AD-0521
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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Walton Hills, OH 44146

Sharing our Fraternal Spirit throughout the year

Join Hands Day

Feed Your Community

Holiday Baskets Program

Frontline
VWorkers
Qutreach

Easter Baskets Program

Join Hands Against Hunger

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
(412) 231-2979 ® www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife




