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“In God We Trust”

Scripture reading: Proverbs 3:1-10

Text: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths
straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

r A new law in Louisiana...
(House Bill 8) “went into effect
on Tuesday, [August 1, 2023]
and requires public schools to
display the national motto of
the US. — ‘In God We Trust’
— in every classroom of every
building. ' The bill was signed in
June by Governor John Bel Edwards — part of a rising
conservative movement across the country to center
the national motto in civic life. Praise be to the Lord,
our Almighty God!

Let us look at what was the origin of this
important statement: “In God We Trust”? It was
adopted by the U.S. Congress in 1956, when President
Dwight D. Eisenhower signed into law a bill declaring
“In God We Trust” to become the nation’s official
motto. However, the origins of this phrase, as a political
motto, go back to the times of the American Civil War,
where Union supporters wanted to emphasize their
attachment to God and to boost morale. “If came into
existence thanks to some strong Christians who felt a
nation going through a painful, costly war needed a
constant reminder about God and His provision, and
this should be something we take note of every day.””
So, based on the historical facts, we may state that the
foundation and origin of this phrase was rooted in the
Holy Scriptures.

Our text, from Proverbs 3:5-6, reinforces this
truth and statement, “7rust in the LORD with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths
straight.”

What does it mean to trust God? First let us
look at what trust means. To trust is to believe in the
reliability, truth, ability or strength of something or
someone. So, when it comes to trusting God, that
means believing in His reliability, His Word, His
ability, and His strength. Jesus Christ said: “/ am the
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me” (Jn.14:6). Since Jesus is
the truth, in God the Father, then He cannot lie, He
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always keeps whatever He says to you and me. He
keeps His promises because He loves you and wants
the best for you. Therefore, we may and can trust in
God.

In addition to this, trusting God is more than
a feeling. It’s a choice, it is your decision, to have
faith in what He says even when your feelings or
circumstances would have you believe something
different. For example, when you are in a demanding
situation you may choose between trusting God that
He will lead you through that difficulty, even though
it is hard, or you give up in the difficult situation, you
become depressed, and you turn your back on the
Lord.

One time someone asked this question from
Billy Graham:

“If you turn your back on God, will He turn
His back on you? I've ignored Him most of my life but
I know this was wrong. Is it too late? ”

Billy Graham’s answer was this (I am just
providing the excerpt of his response here):

“It’s never too late to turn to God — and the
reason is because He still loves us, no matter who we
are or what we’ve done. And because He still loves
us, He wants to welcome us home — and He will, if
we’ll only repent of our sins and turn to Him for the
forgiveness and new life we need. The Bible says, ‘He
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance’ (2 Peter 3:9).

But if we delay, our hearts can grow harder
and more resistant toward God, until we no longer
hear His voice calling us. Don t let this happen to you,
but by faith turn to Christ and receive Him into your
life. Confess your sins to Him —especially your sin of
ignoring Him all these years— and commit your life
without reserve to Jesus Christ.””

After reading all this, you may ask: How to
trust God in the everyday life? If you trust someone,
you feel comfortable being honest with them about
anything. Trusting the Lord is living a life of belief
in and obedience to Him no matter what. When you
trust, you go to the Lord and His word. You also do
what He says. When you trust God, you do not look
for security in other things, but you look to Him who
takes care of you in His Son Jesus Christ, as He has
promised, “surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). You will not be able
to trust Him perfectly, but God the Father is patient
and loving with you while you learn to trust Him.

Therefore, I encourage you my dear brother
and sister in Christ, in this new year of 2024, “trust
in the LORD with all your heart and lean not

on your own understanding; in all your ways submit
to him, and he will make your paths straight.” Amen!

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

Source:
Thttps://www.foxnews.com/us/louisiana-law-requiring-in-god-
we-trust-displayed-all-public-schools-goes-into-effect
*https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/in-god-we-trust-
on-the-us-currency.html
Shttps://billygraham.org/answer/if-you-turn-your-back-on-god-
will-he-turn-his-back-on-you-ive-ignored-him-most-of-my-
life-but-i-know-this-was-wrong-is-it-too-late-is-god-so-fed-up-
with-me-that-he-wont-have-anything-to-do-wit-2/
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The Love Beyond Compare

If you were to ask a person in the church pew
what New Testament text she or he knows best, the
answer is likely to be “John 3:16.” In the midst of Jesus’
conversation with the Jerusalem lawyer, Nicodemus,
we hear, “For God so loved the world that he gave the
only Son, so that everyone who believes might not
perish but might have eternal life.” (New American
Bible)

It is not clear how Nicodemus responds to this
news at the moment, but plainly he becomes a believer
since later we learn he helps Joseph of Arimathea with
the burial of Jesus (John 19:39).

In the original text we hear “And God so
loved the cosmos.” Not only our beautiful green earth
spinning in orbit but also the vast space strewn with
stars and planets, all God’s creation.

Continued on Page 4
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Currently [ am using a 2024 calendar published
by the Audubon Society, featuring a cover photograph
of a hummingbird in flight. The Society is working to
protect this beauty, now endangered, from extinction.
Similar efforts have brought the bald eagle back to our
neighborhoods and the bison back to the high plains.
Surely God is the first environmentalist.

The incomparable love of God includes us
human beings, the sum and glory of the created order.
In spite of our fallen state in heart, mind and behavior,
God loves us with a self-sacrificial love that invites our
reciprocal response. This love reaches out to us before
there is any assurance that it will be appreciated. This
love continues unabated even when it is ignored or
rejected.

We remember, for instance, the slavery of the
Hebrew people in Egypt. We remember too how God
heard their complaint and sent ambassadors, Moses
and Aaron, on a successful rescue mission. But on the
journey to the land of promise the people complain
of hardship and cry aloud for the leeks and garlic of
Egypt. Yet God’s covenantal love with the people
remains intact.

In the new covenant, including us Gentiles,
God’s incomparable love arrives in the gift of the Son.
We understand that the crucifixion of the Son takes
place, not to appease God’s wrath. Rather, the Father
and the Son act in league together. As St. Paul puts it,
“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself”
(IT Corinthians 5:19).

How can we imagine such love? Recall the
firefighters of Manhattan Island, NYC, twenty-
two years ago, entering the burning Trade Centers,
ascending stairways in search of total strangers. Many
of these first responders did not survive. They gave
their all on that day. This heroic human behavior
stands as a small reminder of the constant, eternal
love God holds out to the human family, including
you and me.

Who may receive this incomparable love?
Our John 3:16 text presents the good news. All are
included! God so loves “everyone.” Those of us who
have come to believe are called to share this good
news throughout our lives.

Believing is the attitude, act and avenue to
reception of this proffered gift. But the power of evil,
that crucified Jesus, also blocks our way to faith.
We encounter doubts and fears and find ourselves
stubborn and self-contained. Thankfully the other
person of the Triune God, the Spirit dispatched by the
Father and the Son, enters our arena to woo us toward
the invitation to faith. The writer C. S. Lewis, who

recovered from unbelief, once indicated that he felt
that God was s after him as a cat searches for a mouse.
We may be led to a faith that once during the days of
our rejection seemed beyond our own strength.

Nothing — gold, silver, bonds, property,
endowments — can purchase this love gift. As the poet
wrote, “Nothing in my hands I bring; only to the cross
I cling.” The Spirit reveals to us the humility required
to enter. We are enabled to bow, open the heart, and
receive the incomparable gift.

The cross of Christ! This is the act of God that
proves God’s love, that delivers divine compassion,
that makes our response more likely, because of its
powerful influence.

“May have eternal life.” All this evolves into
hope — the promise of eternal life. The term eternal
is preferable to everlasting. Everlasting life refers
to chronological time, that stretches on indefinitely.
Eternal life indicates the sphere in which our Lord
Jesus Christ, who once lived with us in time, now
lives in unity with the Father.

No wonder this text is so well known and
loved. In approximately 25 words it encompasses the
heart of the Gospel. So with John and Charles Wesley
we too may sing,

And can it be that I should gain

An interest in the Savior’s love.

Died he for me who caused his pain,
For me who him to death pursued.
Amazing love, how can it be

That Thou, my God, should die for me.

Amen.

Rev. Dr. David B. Bowman
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The Epiphany of Our Lord

You may have heard the story of a family who
faithfully attended Sunday worship services. One
Sunday on the way home from worship their little boy
was asked by his parents how Sunday School had been.
“Oh, all right,” he replied. His mother said, “Only
‘all right’? Who was your teacher?” The little boy
answered, “I don’t know her name, but she must have
been Jesus’ grandmother.” “Jesus’ grandmother?” the
mother asked. “What makes you say that?” Her son
answered, “Because He was all she talked about!”
Now, of course, this story is fiction. Any resemblance
to any actual grandmothers and grandsons is purely
by coincidence. However, it has been noticed that
when grandchildren show up for a visit at Christmas,
they are the star attraction much of the time.

But at Epiphany, and in the Christmas season,
for that matter, we are focusing on a different star
altogether. Jesus is the star attraction in this season.
Like the star the wise men followed as we read it in the
gospels, Jesus, as the star attraction, first He attracts
us, then He lights our way and gives us our bearings
on that way throughout the rest of our lives. His star
gives us a new focus, and a new way of seeing the
world.

If the birth of Jesus were nothing more than
a quaint story of a child being born, then we might
look upon him as a cute little grandson. But that’s
not the case. Rather, we see Jesus as the Son of God
and Savior of the world. Far from being a quaint little
story, “the birth and life and death and resurrection
and ascension” of Jesus is “the needle of God, pulling
the thread of God’s grace through all reality and
reuniting a world that is in danger of coming apart at
the seams.”

When the wise men from the East saw the
star, they followed it and started asking around about
where, exactly, to look for the newborn king of the
Jews. We also read that words of their search came
to King Herod in Jerusalem. He called together the
chief priests and experts of scripture and asked them
where it was predicted the Messiah would be born.
Then, pretending to be as devout as they, he sent the
wise men to find the child and to report back to him,
so that, as he said, he, too, could go worship the new
King. We know from scripture that Herod had hatched
an evil plan, because later he decreed that all children
under two were to be slaughtered. It was a futile
attempt to rid the nation of his competition.

But God warned the wise men not to return
to Herod after they found and worshiped the baby
Messiah. The Star that drew them to Bethlehem also

lit their way as they returned to their homeland. In the
same way, Jesus is the star attraction of this season,
but he also is the star that sends us on our way again
as He sent those Wise men. He attracts us to Himself,
and then He sends us out on a mission to whatever our
task is, come Monday morning.

January 6™ marks the Epiphany of our Lord.
The word “epiphany” means ‘“showing forth” or
“appearance.” As Matthew tells about the journey
of the wise men to visit and adore the infant Jesus,
he quotes the prophet Micah. Micah states that
Messiah’s mission is to be a ruler and shepherd of
God’s people, Israel. And yet the wise men are not
Israelites! They are foreigners, representatives of the
whole world outside Israel. So, Matthew establishes
Israel as the starting point for Jesus, but at the same
time he makes it clear that Israel does not limit or put
a lid on Jesus’ mission to all humankind. The star that
identifies the place of Jesus’ birth also illuminates the
whole world. The star and subsequent arrival of the
wise men signals the appearance, the showing-forth,
the epiphany of Christ to all the world.

The gifts the wise men bring also point to the
sober reality of Jesus’ global mission. Gold is a gift
given to a king who rules with power and authority.
Frankincense is a gift given to a god; for instance,
it was offered as a burnt offering of incense during
prayer times among Jews and pagans alike. Myrrh is
a precious and strong perfume used to anoint a dead
body for burial. The gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh symbolize the royalty, the divinity, and the
suffering servanthood of Christ. His mission will
combine all of these things in a way that could not
have been imagined. He will speak and act with the
authority of a King of kings. He will be known by
many to be the divine Son of God. And he will suffer
and die an agonizing death on a criminal’s cross.

The three gifts given to Jesus Christ in infancy
are, quite frankly, the very gifts he gives to the world.
His cross becomes his royal throne, the crown of
thorns his victor’s wreath, his material poverty his
wealth, and his death the doorway to eternal life.

The same star that brought the wise men to
offer their gifts to the infant Jesus also calls us to offer
our gifts to him. And so it is that we offer our gold,
that is, our own wealth, knowing all the while that our
true treasure is in him, who is the King and Ruler of
all. We offer our prayers and our worship, knowing
all the while that when we are in the presence of his
representatives, we are in the presence of God. And
we offer our own death and all the preparations we
make for our death, knowing that our eternal life with

Continued on Page 6
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him is confirmed by our total surrender to him. The
gifts we offer show that he is the star attraction of our
lives. We center our attention on him because, above
all else, he is the model of God’s love for us and our
love for God.

But if we are attracted to Jesus in this season,
then we are also sent out again into the world. Life goes
on, and we can’t remain forever beside the Bethlehem’s
manger. Nor can we remain forever among the five
thousand that He fed by the Sea of Galilee, or among
the twelve at the last supper, or even at the foot of
the cross, or in the cemetery by the empty tomb. Life
goes on, and so does His mission, and so also does
the church that seeks to honor its Lord. The Bible also
tells us that shortly after He starts His ministry He is
baptized by John the Baptist. This again is a symbol
of our relationship with God. You see, in baptism we
are united with our Lord Jesus Christ not only to enjoy
the privilege of salvation, but also to carry out his
mission of proclaiming that salvation to the world by
the witness and service of our lives. Baptism benefits
us, so that we may benefit the world. Baptism blesses
us, so that we may be a blessing to others.

Jesus is the star that attracts us. That much is
clear, or we wouldn’t be here today. The question is
whether He is also the star that gives us our bearings as
we go back into the New Year and into the world. Do
we walk by His light, or by the light of other stars in our
society — the heroes and superstars that so many look
to for their inspiration? Do we walk by faithfulness to
the promises we have made to God and spouse and
friends, or do we walk by self-centeredness and self-
interest? Do we walk by the light of Christ’s peace, or
do we walk by the angry glare of vengeance and one-
upmanship? Do we walk in bold and open testimony to
the grace and goodness of God, or do we walk in the
shadow of cynicism and despair, as if there were no
light at all?

On the day of the Epiphany of our Lord, we
complete the twelve days of Christmas. We have seen
the Word of God made flesh in the babe of Bethlehem.
We have adored the infant Jesus, born of Mary.
Now we arise and go our way into the world, never
forgetting the salvation we have seen, but knowing that
what we have seen must be told to others in words and
demonstrated to them with them deeds. We rise now
from our Christmas knees and lace up our Epiphany
shoes for the long journey homeward, a journey that is
illuminated forever by the star of Bethlehem.

Rev. Stefan M. Torok

Our Advent Journey

He appears among us under humble
circumstances. St. Luke tells us that Mary, his mother,
and Joseph were obliged to travel on foot from
Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea. Artists
have depicted the couple as assisted by a donkey to
ease Mary, well along in her pregnancy. Perhaps. We
hope so. What we do know, is this: the journey took
place out of obligation, under orders from Rome.
Caesar Augustus, the emperor, ordered a census and
Quirinius, his governor, decreed that citizens must
return to their birthplaces to be counted and to pay
the occupying power a tax.

So this journey differs greatly from one
of our planned August vacations to visit relatives.
Otherwise Mary surely would have chosen another
time to travel. These were humble, peasant folk, not
a part of any power structure with stipulations such
as: “You may appear to pay the tax at a later date if
the proposed dates are not convenient.”

And, have you noticed? This couple has
no opportunity to make advance reservations in
Bethlehem. So when they arrive the only hotel in the
village bears a sign in the window: “No vacancy.”
Joseph inquires anyway. But the innkeeper himself
assures him: “There have been no cancellations.
We’re full up.”

Imagine the situation. Joseph stands there
frustrated, wondering what to do now. Mary
experiences labor pains in this, her first pregnancy.
Did someone on the street make a suggestion?
Perhaps. There at the edge of the village they found
a cave used as a stable for the farm animals. Better
than a doorway on the street. A meager shelter for the
night. Mary and Joseph find words to comfort each
other.

That picture from the Advent gospel parallels
scenes we see with regularity in our cities. Persons,
couples and families huddle under viaducts, in tents
along the sidewalks or in RV’s often parked illegally.
Here in an affluent society some of us have run out
of resources to put a roof over our heads. See the
borrowed cave near Bethlehem and visualize our
homeless now. Our Lord came to us not in palatial
splendor but among those unable to find a secure
place to lay their heads.

To that stable cave come shepherds, the
first visitors to the Holy Family. These men lived
hardscrabble lives, herding sheep in fenceless
pastures, constantly adjusting to changes in the
weather, guarding against predatory animals. No
piece of cake, to say the least. How wonderful!



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

7

How significant! The divine invitation to visit the
manger comes first to hard-bitten men starved for
wonder. How like the God whom we know through
Bethlehem’s babe!

According to St. Matthew, Mary, Joseph and
the baby soon become refugees. Fleeing the fear and
wrath of Herod called The Great. In his old age he
clutches his crown and keeps sleepless nights. Like
the sons of Jacob centuries earlier, the Child and his
parents find respite in Egypt. Some sort of welcome
awaits them. The evangelist omitted that detail.

Refugees! A major problem in our time. Spain,
Great Britain, our USA and others worry daily about
“border security.” Major political divisions rise out of
divergent solutions. But people of the Book realize
that these who seek new places to live, like the Holy
Family fleeing to Egypt, often take these journeys to
preserve their lives. Exactly the motivation for Mary
and Joseph. They were not statistics sojourning in a
foreign land. Real persons, then and now.

They were special persons guarding a small,
precious life. Is it not important for us followers of
the Christ to consider the parallel between the Holy
Family then and refugees among us today? A touchy
subject? Yes! One that calls us to reflection and prayer
in Advent.

What a story St. Luke and St. Matthew
tell. They told it long ago. They tell it to us as we
approach the celebration of Our Savior’s birth. May
God help us to read and hear it with new ears and
tender hearts. Are we prepared to visualize our own
lives and attitudes in light of the ancient story? If so
then this may be our most blessed Advent season.

Rev. Dr. David B. Bowman

"The Advent journey:
Hope becomes peace.
Peace becomes joy.
Joy becomesitove.
Love becomes Christ."

~ Bobby Schuller

Q
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Congregational Sharings
Annual Congregational Christmas Party

of the United Church of Christ
of Bridgeport, CT

The United Church of Christ of Bridgeport, CT
celebrated our annual Congregational Christmas Party
on Sunday afternoon, December 10" at Mancuso’s
Restaurant in Fairfield. It was a wonderful gathering of
fellowship. Everyone enjoyed a buffet lunch of salad,
ziti pasta, chicken marsala, eggplant parmigiana,
stuffed filet of sole, and a selection of desserts.
Following lunch, we sang several Christmas carols
with the help of Claudia Margitay-Balogh. Thanks
to Barbara Poruban for planning and coordinating
the event and handling the grab bag raffle. Everyone
received a gift. Thanks to Klara Barabas for baking
the Hungarian cookies. Thanks to all the volunteers
who delivered a dinner to many shut-in members of
our church. It was a great afternoon.

Our Congregation participated in a new
Christmas mission project this year. We sponsored an
Angel Tree for the needy children at the Bridgeport
Rescue Mission. Members chose an ornament from
the Christmas tree and purchased a gift. The gift was
wrapped and returned to the church. The gifts were
then delivered to the Rescue Mission to be given out to
the children. Our members donated 30 gifts. Thanks to
Sandy Stasko for organizing and handling this project.

Jim Ballas, Chief Elder
United Church of Christ Bridgeport, CT

>
&

Angel Tree for the needy children
Continued on Page 8
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Members and friends of the Bridgeport congregation
at the Christmas Party
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Members and friends of the Bridgeport congregation
at the Christmas Party

Members and friends of the Bridgeport congregation
at the Christmas Party

How good and pleasant.itiss
_._,when God S people I|ve together |n unlfy'

Rev. Dr. Chuck Huckaby
Doctor of Ministry Project

Rev. Chuck Huckaby’s Doctor of Ministry
Project on the Law and Gospel Distinction in the
Heidelberg Catechism as it relates to preaching was
successfully defended before the faculty of the Institute
of Lutheran Theology/Christ School of Theology on
October 4, 2023.

Project Title: Proclaiming Law and Gospel
Today in the Spirit of the Heidelberg Catechism: A
Personal Pastoral Journey.

Summary:

The structure of the Heidelberg Catechism
reveals the catechism's dependence on the common
Lutheran and Reformed understandings not only of
justification by faith but also of the Word of God as a
twofold word of Law and Gospel.

In light of the massive changes in Biblical
Interpretation since the Reformation, this project
seeks to ask how the confessionally grounded Law-
Gospel distinction may be properly applied in modern
Reformed preaching.

An ethical framework that seeks to do justice
both to the proclamation of the Law and the Good
News of Jesus Christ is then applied to the homiletical
task with suggestions for weekly implementation in

the pulpit.
Il-ll- Y F”"l’ 1

On behalf of the Calvm Synod Conference of
the United Church of Christ
we wish to congratulate Rev. Dr. Chuck

Huckaby for this great achievement.
May God continue to bless Rev. Huckaby,
his family, and ministry.
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Saint Nicholas Day at the
First Hungarian Reformed Church
in Walton Hills

This past December we organized again the
Saint Nicholas Day, or as we call it in Hungarian:
Mikulas nap, for the joy of our children and young
people.

Each year, the children are so excited since
Santa Claus comes and puts a gift in their boots that is
placed on the windowsill, if they were good during the
year. Children who behaved badly may expect to find
a twig in their boots. So we always encourage them to
clean their boots after they go home from church, and
put the boots on the windowsill.

However, our children may expect Santa
Claus not just at home, but also in church. On Sunday,
December 10, 2023 the Sunday School and the
Nebulé Hungarian Language School invited our
church’s children, guest children, and parents for
meetlng Santa Claus at the Bethlen Hall.

Our children immensly enjoy that Santa Claus
visited and bought them gifts

All of them knew about and loved this tradition
since the last few years we had a joyful visit of Santa
Claus and they still remembered the special event.
However, this year was even more special since there
were two elves who were helping Santa in his work.
In their beautiful costumes they also helped in singing
and distributing the gift bags Santa brought. However,
this time Grinch snuck into our church to prank Santa
Clause and the elves and to steal the gifts. Of course
he did not succeed!

The children were very excited when Santa
Claus arrived to our church. He had a huge bag on his
shoulder and it seemed very heavy. Santa sat down
next to the beautiful Christmas tree in our Hall. The
children were sitting around him and sang a song to
him. Then Santa opened his bag and gave a nice gift
to each child. The children loved Santa and the elves,
but Grinch definitely stole the show!

Santa Claus, the two elves, and Grinch

Unfortunately Santa Claus could not stay long,
but it was just enough to make our children happy.
We have already invited him to come back next year.

We look forward to seeing him again in December of
2024!

Beata Krasznai
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»Istenben bizunk”

Lekcio: Példabeszédek 3:1-10

Textus: ,, Bizzal az URban teljes szivbol, és ne
a magad eszére tamaszkodj! Minden utadon
gondoljrd, és 0 egyengetni fogja osvényeidet.”

(Példabeszedek 3:5-6)

Kedves Kalvin Zsinat Gyllekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Krisztusban!

- Egy Louisiana
- 4llambeli 0j torvény, amely
,2023. augusztus 1-én lépett
érvénybe, megkoveteli  azt,
hogy az allami iskoldk minden
osztalytermében és épiiletében
az Egyesiilt Allamok nemzeti
jelmondata— ‘Istenben bizunk -
ki legyen fiiggesztve.” A
torvényjavaslatot juniusban irta ala John Bel Edwards
kormanyzd, annak az egész orszagra kiterjedd és
felemelkedd konzervativ mozgalomnak a részeként,
hogy a kozéppontba éllitsa e nemzeti jelmondatot a
polgari lakossag életében. Dicsdség legyen ezért az
Urnak, Mindenhato Isteniinknek!

Nézziikmeg, honnanisjéttezafontosjelmondat:
“Istenben bizunk”? A kifejezést az Egyesiilt Allamok
Kongresszusa 1956-ban fogadta el, amikor Dwight
D. Eisenhower elndk aldirta azt a torvényjavaslatot,
hogy legyen a nemzet hivatalos jelmondata az, hogy
“Istenben bizunk”. Azonban, magénak a kifejezésnek
az eredete —mint politikai jelmondat—, joval korabbra,
az Amerikai Polgarhdboru idejére megy vissza,
amikor is a Szovetséges tamogatdk az Istenhez valo
kotédésiiket akartak hangsulyozni, tovabba erdsiteni
akartak a kozhangulatot. A jelmondat ,, megsziiletett,
koszonet érte néhany olyan erds keresztyénnek,
akik atérezték azt, hogy a nemzet fajdalmas és
koltséges haborun megy keresztiil és sziikséges egy
folyamatos emlékezteté Isten személyérdl és az O

gondoskodasarol, és arrol, hogy ezt minden nap
esziinkben kell, hogy tartsuk.””? Ezek a torténelmi
tények megmutatjdk, hogy e jelmondat alapja és
eredete a Szentirasba gyokerezik.

A mai textusunk a Pé¢ldabeszédek 3:5-6-ban
ezt a kijelentést erdsiti meg: ,, Bizzdl az URban teljes
szivbol, és ne a magad eszére tamaszkodj! Minden
utadon gondolj ra, és 6 egyengetni fogja ésvényeidet.”

Mit jelent bizni Istenben? El6szor is
nézziilk meg, mit jelent az a kifejezés, hogy bizni.
Bizni azt jelenti, hogy hisziink valami vagy valaki
megbizhatosagaban, igazsagaban, képességében vagy
erejében. Tehat, amikor arr6l beszéliink, hogy bizunk
Istenben, akkor ez azt jelenti, hogy hisziink abban,
hogy O megbizhat6, hisziink a kimondott szavaban,
a képességében €s hatalmaban. Jézus Krisztus ezt
mondta: ,, En vagyok az ut, az igazsag és az élet; senki
sem mehet az Atyahoz, csak énaltalam.” (Jn.14:6)
Mivel Jézus az igazsag az Atya Istenben, ezért O nem
hazudik, mindig betartja azt, amit neked és nekem
mond. Betartja az igéretét azért, mert szeret téged €s a
legjobbat akarja a szamodra. Eppen ezért bizhatunk
benne és Ora bizhatjuk magunkat.

Emellett bizni Istenben tobb, mint csupan egy
érzés, mert az elsésorban egy dontés. Eldontheted,
hogy akarsz-e hinni abban, amit mond, amikor az
érzéseid vagy a koriilmények teljesen mast mondanak.
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P¢ldaul, amikor egy nehéz helyzetben vagy, akkor
eldéntheted, hogy Istenben bizol, hogy O 4tvezet azon
az idészakon —még akkor is, ha nehéz—, vagy feladod,
depresszioba esel, vagy hatat forditasz az Urnak.

Egyszer valaki a kovetkezd kérdéssel fordult
Billy Grahamhez:

. Ha hatat forditottal Istennek, vajon O is
hatat fordit neked? Eletem sordn nem vettem tudomdst
Istenrdl, és tudom, hogy ez rossz volt. Ez mar tul
késo?”

Billy Graham ezt valaszolta (csak valaszanak
a fobb pontjait osztom itt meg):

,Soha nem keésé Istenhez fordulni, és ennek
az oka az, hogy még mindig szeret minket, nem
szamit, kik vagyunk vagy mit tettiink. Es pontosan
azert, mert még mindig szeret, haza var minket — és
elfogad, ha megtériink biineinkbol és hozza fordulunk
biinbocsanatert és uj életért, melyekre sziikségiink
van. A Biblia ezt mondja: ‘[O] tiirelmes hozzdtok,
mert nem azt akarja, hogy némelyek elvesszenek,
hanem azt, hogy mindenki megtérjen.’ (2 Péter 3:9).

De ha késlekediink, a sziviink egyre
keményebbé valik és még elutasitobb lesz Isten irdant
addig a pontig, amig mar nem halljuk meg hangjat,
mely hiv minket. Ne engedd, hogy ez megtb'rténjen
veled, hanem hit altal fordulj Krisztushoz és fogadd
be Ot az életedbe. Valld meg biineidet neki —kiilondsen
azt a biint, hogy évekig nem vettél rola tudomast— és
kotelezd el az életedet Jézus Krisztusnak.

Miutan mindezt hallottad, kérdezheted:
Hogyan bizzak az Urban a mindennapok soran? Ha
valakiben bizol, akkor azzal a személlyel Oszinte
tudsz lenni, barmi is legyen az. Istenben bizni annyit
tesz, hogy ugy éled az életedet, hogy hiszel benne és
engedelmeskedsz neki, barmi is torténjen. Amikor
bizol, akkor az Ur elé jarulsz és az O igéjéhez.
Megcselekszed azt, amit mond neked. Amikor Istenben
bizol, akkor nem masban keresed a biztonsagot,
hanem Or4 tekintesz, aki gondoskodlk rélad Flaban
Jézus Krisztusban, ahogyan azt meg is igérte: ,, ime,
én veletek vagyok minden napon a vilag végezetéig.”
(Maté 28:20) Persze nem fogsz tudni tokéletesen
bizni benne, de Isten, a te mennyei Atyad tiirelmes és
szereto Veled mialatt egyre inkabb azt tanulod, hogy
Obenne bizz.

Ezért arra batoritalak téged kedves testvérem
Krisztusban, hogy ebben a 2024-es uj ¢évben is
. bizzal az URban teljes szivbol, és ne a magad
eszére tamaszkodj! Minden utadon gondolj ra, és 6
egyengetni fogja osvényeidet.” Amen!

Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

Forras:
Thttps://www.foxnews.com/us/louisiana-law-requiring-
in-god-we-trust-displayed-all-public-schools-goes-into-
effect
*https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/in-god-
we-trust-on-the-us-currency.html
Shttps://billygraham.org/answer/if-you-turn-your-back-on-
god-will-he-turn-his-back-on-you-ive-ignored-him-most-
of-my-life-but-i-know-this-was-wrong-is-it-too-late-is-
god-so-fed-up-with-me-that-he-wont-have-anything-to-
do-wit-2/

De mi van a csodakkal?
(a cikksorozat 3. befejezé része)
Tekintsiink 2024-re!

Kezdhetnénk valami  nagyon szent mondattal:
példaul azzal, hogy a ,,B.U. E.K.” a szokasos ,,Boldog
Uj Evet Kivanok” helyett Jelentsen olyant, hogy:
,.Bizzal! Urunk Erkezése Kozel!” — és ez kétségkiviil
igaz: ahogyan egyre gonoszabb ¢€s rosszabb hely ez
a vilag, gy egyre inkabb az Ur Jézus visszajovetele
lesz a keresztyének egyediili reménysége. Vannak
olyanok, akik azt prognosztizaljak, hogy még egy-két
évtized, és a keresztyénség lesz a legiildozottebb vallas
a vilagon. De mivel a Biblia nagyon sokszor besz¢él a
,Remeénység Istenérdl”, meg arrol, hogy ,,tokéletesen
reménykedjetek abban a kegyelemben...”, ezért
tekintstink a 2024-es ¢évre gy, mint egy olyan iddre,
ami kozelebb hozza az Ur Jézus eljottet'

Mi torténne akkor, ha 2024-et gy kezdenénk,
hogy legyen ez az év a CSODAK ESZTENDEJE?
Persze a racionalis hivd reflex azonnal megszoélal, és
azt mondja, hogy a csoddk Isten beavatkozédsai — €s
ez kétségkiviil igy is van. Van egy olyan definicio
is, hogy a csodak soran Isten maga hasznal fel olyan
eroforrasokat, amik csak N¢éki allnak a rendelkezésére.
Teljesen egyetértiink, és mégis feltettiik par honapja
a sorozat elején a kérdést: mi is van a csodakkal?
Miért nem veti be a Mindenhat6 Isten ezeket a néki
rendelkezésre 4llo erdforrasokat? Belefaradt? Mar
feladta?

Nézziink meg olyan két igét, amiket maga az
Ur Jézus mondott — illetve atélt. Es mint tudjuk, néki
minden szava ¢€s igérete igaz. Janos evangéliumaban
a 14. rész 12. versében azt olvassuk, hogy ,,Aki
hisz én bennem, az maga is cselekszi majd azokat
a cselekedeteket, melyeket ¢n cselekszem, st
nagyobbakat is cselekszik azoknal.” Es Péter kijelenti
plinkosdi nagy prédikaciojaban, hogy ,.nektek lett ez
az igéret és a ti fiaitoknak...” Ez akkor rendben is van:
Isten megigérte... De mégis, mintha érvényes lenne a
kérdés: Mégis... akkor hol vannak ezek a csodak?

A Biblia irja le a véalaszt egy masik igeversben.

Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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Folytatads a 11. oldalrol

Ez az allitds magéra Jézus Krisztusra vonatkozik. Maté
evangéliuma 13. részének 58. versében igy olvassuk:
,INem is tett ott sok csodat az § hitetlenségiik miatt.”
Tehat nem a kortilmények miatt, vagy a tarsadalmi-
szociadlis helyzet miatt. Ugyanannyi hal volt a
Genezaret tavaban, és ugyan azokbol a molekulakbol
allt a kenyér arra felé¢ is. Meg a démonok is ugyan
ugy engedelmeskedtek ,,volna” Jézus szavanak...
Valamint [sten ma is ugy szereti a szenvedd embereket
¢s a gyaszold oOzvegyeket, mint akkor... Mégsem
torténtek csodak — mert az alapfeltétel hianyzott.
Ez az alapfeltétel pedig a hit. Nem egyszertien csak
az Isten mindenhatdsadgaba vetett hit, hanem annak
elfogadasa, hogy a Mindenhato Adonaj — Elohim, Ur
ebben a nazareti rabbiban — Jeshuaban — 61ttt testet.
Aki ezt elfogadta és elfogadja, az csodak atéldje volt
— €s lehet ma is.

Egy draga testvériink leAnya mar az operaciora
késziilt par hete. A rakkal kiizdott, és remélte, hogy
talan ez a miitét még segithet. Aztan a mitét eldtt
még egyszer megvizsgaltak, és az orvos dobbenten
jelentette, hogy nincs sziikség beavatkozdsra —
eltlintek a daganatok. Ez az Ur 2023-as esztendejének
decemberében tortént Clevelandban. De ugyan olyan
csoda az is, hogy gyiilekezetiink draga, mindenki
altal szeretett tagja dertisen késziilt az Urhoz vald
hazamenetelre, és egy héttel az ,elalvasa” el6tt
kedves, tréfas képet kiildott. Magyarorszagi draga
lelkész-rokonunkat is a rakbol hozta fel gy a gyogyito
Ur, hogy reméljiik, nem sokara vissza is allhat Isten
szolgélatdba. Elég vastag lenne az a konyv, amibe
leirndnk azokat a csodékat, amik a kornyezetiinkben
mentek végbe. Igaz, sokszor elhallgatjuk Oket,
hiszen talan-talan mar amolyan tulbuzgo, kenetteljes
torténeteknek tlinhetnek sokak szemében.

Hogyan valhat 2024 a ,,csodak esztendejévé?”
Pontosan ugy, mint kozel kétezer évvel ezeldtt ott, a
Galileai tenger partjan, meg Jeruzsalemben. Elhiszem
— elhissziik — azt, hogy Jézus Krisztus — a testet 01ttt
Isten. Es azt is elhissziik, hogy ,IMMANU-EL”,
vagyis ,,VELUNK AZ ISTEN.” A viltozhatatlan
hatalmu Teremto, és a valtozhatatlan szeretettel bird
Atyaisugyan az. Eztel kell hinni, és ki is kell hangosan
jelenteni. Hadd hallja az ember, és hadd hallja a mar
rettegd szellemvilag is. Hogy a Jézus nevére minden
térd meghajoljon — ma is, itt is, és most is. Ez nem
feltétlentil jelenti azt, hogy bezarhatjuk a keresztyén
temetdket, meg felszabadul egy seregnyi korhazi agy
az azonnali sok feltdmadas és gydgyulas miatt. De azt
igen is jelenti, hogy ,,Jézus Krisztus tegnap, és ma, és
mind 6rokké ugyan az!”

Es még valamit kell tudnunk: Isten a tiszta

szivben lakozik. Nem keriilhetjiik el egyéni és
gylilekezeti szinten a blinbanatot, a golgotai vér
megvaltd erejét — a megtérést, vagy éppen az ujboli
megtérést. Legyen 2024 tehat a nagy felismerés
esztendeje — ahol felismerem és elismerem biineimet,
a golgotai vér hatalmat, elnyerem ismét biineim
bocsanatat, aztan kezdddhetnek Ujra a csodak. A
szellemiek is, meg az ,,evildgi” csoddk is.
KEGYELEMBEN ES MEGTAPASZTA-
LASOKBAN GAZDAG UJ EVET KIVANUNK!

Nt. dr. Laszlo Imre

Piispoki beszamolo

a novemberi magyarorszagi utrol

Talalkozas a Magyarorszagi Reformatus
Egyhaz vezetoivel

Immaron ,hagyomannyd” valt, hogy a
Diaszpéra Tanacs reformatus egyhdzkeriileteinek,
egyhazainak vezetd tagjai és lelkipasztorai hivatalos
gylilés keretében taldlkoztak a Magyarorszagi
Reformatus Egyhaz Zsinatanak vezetdivel. A talalkozo
f6 pontjai kozott szerepelt a diaszpora magyar
reformatus gyiilekezeteinek jelenlegi helyzete.

Ft. Balog Zoltan plispok, a Magyarorszagi
Reformatus Egyhaz Zsinatanak lelkészi elndke,
valamint a Generalis Konvent ligyvezetdje ismertette
a résztvevokkel a Magyar Reformatus Egyhaz
Generalis Konvent Elndkségének dontését arrdl, hogy
2025-ben Magyar Reformatus Diszpdora Konferenciat
szerveznek Budapesten, amelynek célja az europai
¢s Europan kiviili diaszpora allapotanak felmérése
¢s azoknak a stratégiai dontéseknek a meghozatala,
melyek meghatarozzak

a) a Karpat-medencei  részegyhdzak
felel0sségét ¢€s lehetdségeit a diaszpora magyar
reformatus kozosségeinek fenntartasaban, valamint

b) a diaszpdraban €16 gytilekezetek vallalasait
sajat jovojlik biztositasa érdekében.

A megbeszélésen sz esett a diaszporaban
€16 reformatus gytilekezetek égetd sziikségérdl, mely
szerint az allando lelkipasztori jelenlét és szolgalat
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hianya milyen nehézségeket okoz az észak-amerikai
magyar reformatus kozosségek ¢életében. Ebben
kért tovabbi segitséget ¢s tdmogatdst a harom
Egyhazkeriilet —a Kanadai Magyar Reformatus
Egyhazak  Szovetsége, az Amerikai Magyar

Reformatus Egyhaz, valamint a Krisztus Egyestlt
Egyhaza Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet— vezetosége.

Balrdl jobbra: dr. Krasznai Csaba, Nt. Jakabffy Zsolt,
Ft. Lizik Zoltan, Gér Andras, Nt. Vass Zoltan, dr. Mezo
Istvan Mozes, Ft. Balog Zoltan, Nt. dr. Dézsi Csaba,
Nt. Szigeti Miklos, Nt. Sogor Csaba, Nt. Urban Akos

A Magyar Diaszpora Tanacs XILI. iilése

A Magyar Diaszpdéra Tandcs november 15-
17-ig tartotta XII. iilését Budapesten. A konferenciat
megel6zd estén —az Un. nulladik napon— a tandcs
képviselsit a Nemzetpolitikai Allamtitkarsag dunai
hajoutra és vacsorara invitalta.

Masnap —az egész napos ilés kezdetén—
Orban Viktor miniszterelndk a Karmelita kolostorban
latta vendégiil a diaszpora magyar szervezeteinek ¢s
egyhazainak —33 orszagbol érkezett— 82 vezetd tagjat.

Balrdl jobbra: dr. Krasznai Csaba, Nt. Szigeti Miklos,
dr. Szilagyi Péter, Nemzetpolitikaért felelds helyettes
dllamtitkar, Ft. Lizik Zoltan, Nt. Vass Zoltan,

Nt. Jakabffy Zsolt, Nt. dr. Dézsi Csaba

Miniszterelndk ur arra kérte a diaszpora vezetdit, hogy
tovabbra is alljanak Magyarorszdg mellé ezekben a
nehéz idékben is.

Balrol  jobbra: dr. Krasznai Csaba, Pirityiné

Szaboé Judit, a Nemzetpolitikai ~Allamtitkdrsag

foosztalyvezetoje, dr. Veégh Sandor, a Kossuth
Alapitvany elnoke, Washington D.C.

A Magyar Diaszpora Tanacs XII. iilése a
Varkert Bazarban folytatddott. E16szér Semjén Zsolt
miniszterelnok-helyettes koszontotte a tandcs tagjait
valamint a vendégeket.

Eléadasa kezdetén miniszterelnok-helyettes
ur egy haromlabu székhez hasonlitotta a magyarsagot.
Az egyik 1ab az anyaorszagi, a masodik a Karpat-
medencei magyarsag, a harmadik pedig a diaszpdoraban
€16 magyarok. Ha barmelyik 1ab kitorik, felborul a
sz€k. Mindharom fontos €s rajuk sziikség van rajuk.

Semjén Zsolt tovabba megosztotta a
magyarsag négy alappillérét, melybdl az elsé a
magyar identitds, a masodik a honositas, a harmadik
a gazdasagfejlesztés, végill a negyedik mindezek
torvényes hattere. A miniszterelndk-helyettes tovabba
orommel szamolt be arrdl, hogy a diaszpdraban is
nagyszertien mikodik a honositds. Eddig Osszesen
egymilli6 ~ szazhetvendtezren  tettek  magyar
allampolgarsagi eskiit.

Eléaddsdban a  miniszterelnok-helyettes
beszamolt arrol is, hogy a kiilfoldrél hazatérést
tamogato kozigazgatasi szolgaltatascsomag részeként
elindult a Hazavar6 portal. ,,A Hazavar6 portal, a
hazavaro.gov.hu kozérthetd, egyszertien kezelhetd
honlap, amely a hazakoltozéssel 6sszefliggd teenddkre
attekinthet6 modon kinal valaszokat, és tobb esetben
lehetdvé teszi egyes tligytipusok elektronikus
elokészitését és elinditasat is — ismertették.””

) A masodik f6 napirendi pontban ,,Potapi
Arpad Janos nemzetpolitikdért felelos allamtitkar
arrol beszélt, hogy korilbelil 2,6 milli6 magyar
¢l a diaszporaban, ebbdl 1,7 millidan élnek
Eszak-Amerikdban. TOobb mint szdz szervezettel
vannak folyamatos egyliittmiikodési kapcsolatban,

Folytatds a 14. oldalon
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Folytatas a 13. oldalrol

amelyek koziil tobb mint 90-et most is meghivtak.
Harmincharom orszagbol érkeztek kiildottek a
diaszpora tanacs iilésére. Az allamtitkar a fiataloknak
nyujtott tdmogatas fontossagat emelte ki. Idén
tavasszal megrendezték a hétvégi magyar iskolak
talalkozojat, és ezt jovore is tervezik. Jelenleg 225
hétvégi iskola miikodik a diaszpdéraban. 2013 ota
pedig ezer Kordsi Csoma Séndor Programban részt
vett 6sztondijas segitette a kiilhoni magyar szervezetek
és egyhazak munkajat. Allamtitkar ur kiemelte, hogy
,2024 a nemzeti egyiittmiikodés éve lesz. A magyar
nemzetet a halozatok halozatanak tekintik, amely igy
lefedi az egész magyarsagot.”

Délutén a regionalis iilések vették kezdetiiket.
Az Egyhazi és Cserkész Szervezetek Regiondlis
talalkozojan a két tarselnok megvalasztasara is sor
keriilt. A tovabbi négy éves ciklusra megvalasztott
elnokok: Ft. Mohos Gébor, a kiilfoldi magyar katolikus
kozosségek koordindldsadval megbizott esztergom-
budapesti segédpiispok és Nt. Vass Zoltan, a Kanadai
Magyar Reformatus Egyhazak Szovetségének

tigyvezetd elnoke. Az Eszak-Amerikai Szervezetek
—Amerikai Egyesiilt Allamok— Regionélis elndkének
Pataki Ildik6 Monikat, a San Francisco kornyéki
magyar szervezetek vezetdjét valasztottak.

Balrdl jobbra: Pataki Ildiko Monika, az Eszak-
Amerikai Szervezetek -Amerikai Egyesiilt Allamok-
ujonnan megvalasztott regiondalis elndke ,
és dr. Tulipan Sarolta, a Georgiai Magyar Kozosségi
Egyhaz tarselnoke

A regiondlis iilések utan a hét megvalasztott
elnok rovid beszamoldja kovetkezett. A Magyar
Diaszpora Tanacs XII. iilését Semjén Zsolt
miniszterelnok-helyettes zarta. A nap végén dr. Kovér
Laszloval, az Orszaggyllés elnokével taldlkoztunk
az Orszaghazban, valamint Novak Katalinnal,
Magyarorszadg koztarsasagi elnokével. Hazelnok ur
koszontése utan egy barati fogadasra keriilt sor.

Balrol jobbra: Dr. Kovér LaszIlo, hazelnok ur,
dr. Krasznai Csaba, dr. Virag Andras, az Orszaggytilés
elnokének titkdra
November 17-én a Diaszpora Tandcs tagjai

a Magyar Parlamenti Imacsoport Alapitvany
kérésére dr. Vejkey Imre, a Magyar Parlamenti
Imacsoport vezetdjétél és dr. Bakondi Gyorgy, a
Magyar Parlamenti Imacsoport Alapitvany emeritus
kuratériumi elnokétdl meghivast kaptak a MAERT
— 2023. évi Magyar Nemzeti Imareggeli taldlkozora
a Varkert Bazar Bérkert Bisztroban. Aldott és szép
imaalkalmon vehettiink részt.

,,_, = ‘”’E‘» . N

Imareggeli a Varkert Bazdr Barkert Bisztroban

Haladsak vagyunk Istennek a jelenlegi
Magyar Kormanyon keresztiil kapott erkolesi és
anyagi gondoskodasért. Tovabba a Nemzetpolitikai
Allamtitkarsag és a Bethlen Gabor Alapkezeld Zrt.
egyrészt olyan programokat szervez, melyekbe a
diaszporaban €16 magyarsag bekapcsolodhat, emellett
évente anyagi tamogatast nyujt a diaszporaban
mitkddé hétvégi magyar iskoldk, magyar egyhazak
és szervezetek szamara. Kijelenthetjiik, hogy a
kiilonb6z6 egyhazi és vilagi programok, események
megszervezése, azok eszkoztarainak fejlesztése e
tamogatasok nélkiil nem valosulndnak meg ilyen
hatékony modon.
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Budapesti talalkozok

Magyarorszagi utam soran talalkoztam
kedves barataimmal, akikkel sok éven keresztiil tobb
szolgélatot is egyiitt végeztlink. Tovabba ellatogattam
a Budapest-Gazdagréti Reformdatus Gyiilekezetbe,
ahol tobb, mint két évtizeddel ezel6tt beosztott
lelkipasztorként szolgaltam Nt. dr. Lovas Andras
lelkipasztor vezetése alatt. A vasarnapi istentisztelet
utdn dr. Thoma Laszlot a gylilekezet lelkészét,
valamint tobb baratomat is tidvozolhettem.

Nt. dr. Thoma LaszIo lelkipasztor baratommal

A hét soran lehetdségem nyilt taldlkozni dr.
Hoppal Péter kormanybiztossal ¢€s orszaggytilési
képviselovel a Parlamentben, valamint dr. Mezd
Istvan Mozessel, a Magyarorszagi Reformatus Egyhaz
Zsinati Hivatalanak vezetdjével, akivel fontos ligyeket
egyeztethettiink az amerikai magyar reformatus
gylilekezetek jelenlegi helyzetével, szolgélataival és
jovojevel kapcesolatban.

1LY

Ldtotds a Parlamentben dr Héppéfl Péte
kormanybiztos urral és nagylanyommal Rahellel

-

f—

Ebéd és hivatalos megbeszélés dr. Mezo Istvan
Mozessel, a Magyarorszagi Reformatus Egyhadz
Zsinati Hivatalanak vezetdjével

A Debreceni latogatas

szolgalt, hogy sikeriilt
Debrecenbe is elldtogatnom, ahol a teologiai
tanulmanyaimat folytattam és megismerkedtem
feleségemmel, Beaval. Aldott emlékek kotédnek
szdmomra ehhez a varoshoz, melyet csak gy hivok,
hogy a , kalvinista Roma” vagy a ,magyar Genf”. A
debreceni utam soran talalkoztam Kiss Arpadné Kati
néni reformatus palastkészitdvel, népi iparmiivésszel,
aki 26 évvel ezeldtt készitette el szamomra elsd
paléstomat.

Nagy Oromomre

Folytatads a 16. oldalon
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Latogatas
Kiss Arpadné Kati
néni  reformatus
|| palastkészitonel
népi  ipar-
miivésznél

\*

Tovabba talalkoztam Nt. Nagyné Szerencsi
Erikédval, aki még teologus éveim alatt a Felkeld
Fény imacsoport hiiséges tagja volt, és aki jelenleg
a Debrecenhez kozeli Kismacs, Nagymacs és Ondod
gyiilekezeteiben szolgél. Erikaval tobb, mint 25 éve
nem lattuk egymast és nagyon Oriiltem, hogy ismét
talalkozhattunk. A latogatasom egyik {6 célja volt,
hogy atadjam az Egyhazkeriletiink részérdl valo
1,000 dollaros adomanyt a lelkésznd szolgélatanak
¢s a gyiilekezet megsegitésére. Valamint szintén az
Egyhazkeriiletiinktdl egy 4,000 dollaros adomanyt
is atadtam a Beregszaszi Reformdtus Liceum
tamogatasara.

Taldkozas Nt. Nagyné Szerencsi Erika és
Nt. Lakatos Zoltan lelkipdsztor barataimmal

Halas voltam Istennek, hogy taldlkoztam dr.
Barath Béla Leventével, a Debreceni Reformatus
Hittudomanyi Egyetem rektoraval. Rektor ur
meghivasara részt vettem a november 24-én tartott
iinnepélyes doktoravatason, ahol a Debreceni Kéantus
szolgalata 6rvendeztetett meg minket, és ahol hosszu
évek utan ismét taldlkozhattam dr. Gail Botond
professzor urral, dr. Gonda Laszl6 rektorhelyettessel,
valamint volt teologus barataimmal.

A Budapestre valo visszautam el6tt kedves
baratommal, Nt. Lakatos Zoltannal a Debrecen-
Csapokerti Reformatus Egyhdzkozséglelkipasztoraval
is sikeriilt egy bd orat eltoltenem.

Istené legyen a dics6ség az gyiimolcs6zo
magyarorszagi utért, valamint a barati és testvéri
kapcsolatokért!

Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba
Forras:
'https://magyarnemzet.hu/belfold/2023/11/elindult-a-
hazavaro-portal

Zhttps://magyarnemzet.hu/belfold/2023/11/legyen-vegre-
elony-a-magyarsag

Balrdl jobbra: dr. Hodossy-Takdcs Elod, dr. Krasznai
Csaba, dr. Borsi Attila Janos, dr. Gaal Botond,
dr. Barath Béla Levente, dr. Gonda Laszlo
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Peter Pal Bodor, Auxiliary Bishop
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

TRANSYLVANIA

Support the following schools and needy.

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School

c. Szekelyudrahely: Backarmadasi Kis
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund
e. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros; Construction project of a
new church building and parsonage

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium

h. Csitha Kalman Church and School Fund

i. Fund Reformed Schools and help poor people
in Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee
(TRAC)

j- Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké Rozsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

Gergely

a. Support the refugees from Ukraine and our friends
and fellow Hungarians in Karpatalja.

b. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School
in Nagydobrony in their mission work.

c. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.

d. Center for children’s Evangelism Center burned
down in Carpatho-Ukrain. The Bereg Camp workers
voluntarily offer their services. The request is made to
help rebuild this Center.

SLOVAKIA

Rozsnyo: Support request for the roof expenses of the
Reformed Church’s Elementary School.
Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer.
Kérjiik, hogy adomdnyaikat az Egyhdzkeriileti
peénztaroshoz kiildjék:
My. James D. Ballas, Synod Treasurer

2 Spruce Hill Road, Shelton, CT 06484-4485
Tel: (203) 929-9425

LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
calvinsynod1939@gmail.com
440-786-7272 ext. 13

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Bodor Péter Pal
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

ERDELY

Segitséget kérnek a kovetkezd templomok és iskolak:
a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinitora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Miké Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudrahely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium ¢és tetdjavitasi akcio.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat ¢s Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagykaroly-Kertvaros: 1) templom ¢&s pardkia
felépitésére alap.

g. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

h. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

1. Csiha Kalman Templom ¢és Iskola Alap.

j. Fiiletelke: R6zsa Eniké megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrél gondoskodik minden segitség nélkiil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjik irjak ra Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Segitsiik a menekiilteket Ukrajnabol és a karpataljai
magyar baratainkat és honfitarsainkat.

b. Nagydobrony: Az “Irgalmas Samaritanus” drvahaz
¢s iskola folyamatos segitséget kér.

c. Csap: “Morzsédkat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tamogatasara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
d. Leégett a Karpataljai Bereg Camp gyermek ¢és
evangglizacids kozpont 6 épiilete. A Bereg Camp
évente tobb mint 100 raszoruld gyermeknek biztosit
udiiltetést. Akozpont munkésai onkéntesen dolgoznak.
Elvesztése a reformatus egyhaz lelki tragédiaja. Elore
is koszonik a segitséget.

SZLOVAKIA:
Rozsnyd: A Reformatus Egyhazkodzség Alapiskola
tamogatastkératetdszerkezetkoltségeinek fedezésére.



18 CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

INSURANCE THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

At GBU Life, we specialize in life insurance and annuity products to protect families and anchor retirements.
Yet, we do things differently than most insurance providers.

We don't have shareholders. We don't have clients. Instead, we have members—members who come to GBU
Life to secure their futures, build their legacies and impact the communities around them.

From the start, GBU Life has been member-owned and member-driven. As a not-for-profit company, we
emphasize value—and values. Our members can realize their financial protection goals and give back to
people and causes that matter most to them.

READY TO FIND OUT MORE? CONTACT ONE OF YOUR LOCAL
GBU DISTRICT 3000 REPRESENTATIVES:

New Jersey
Rev. Martin 848-240-1028

Pennsylvania
Joseph Fabri  724-843-6162

Ohio
Mark Sowick  330-323-5386

GBU-BRAND-AD-0521
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BETHLEN COMMUNITIES

e SHORT TERM REHAB e LONG TERM CARE e PERSONAL CARE
e HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE e COMPANION CARE e INDEPENDENT LIVING
e GRACEFUL AGING WELLNESS CENTER

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters since 1921 in a beautiful, rural
environment. We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs, Hungarian Church
Services and on-site Ministry. Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU e IDOSEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS—HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 ota gondozzuk Magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos, vidéki kérnyezetben.
Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok, Magyar nyelvl Istentisztelet és lelkész szolga-
lat &ll rendelkezésikre. Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive, Ligonier, PA @ info@bethlen.com e 724-238-2235
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Sharing our Fraternal Spirit throughout the year

Join Hands Day

Feed Your Community

Holiday Baskets Program

Frontline
VWorkers
Qutreach

Easter Baskets Program

Join Hands Against Hunger

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
(412) 231-2979 ® www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife




